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Flagler Museum inspires 
trio’s creation
Friends unite as Gloriosa to give chamber 
concert.

•
By Jan Sjostrom
Daily News Arts Editor

Without the Flagler Museum’s music series, the Gloriosa Trio wouldn’t exist.
The trio — pianist Yoonie Han, violinist Jennifer Carsillo and cellist Arnold Choi — 
was formed for the concert they will play Tuesday at the museum.
Han was in Palm Beach for a private concert in February when she noticed the 
impressive Beaux-Arts mansion. Her friends told her it was the Flagler, and that the 
museum presented a music series.

“That night, I went to the website and emailed John Blades,” Han said. After 
checking out Han’s recordings, Blades, the Flagler’s executive director, responded.
During the ensuing dialogue, Blades drew her attention to the brightness of the 
acoustics of the glass-walled pavilion where the concerts are held. “A lot of pianists 
attack the piano, which is fine at the Kravis (Center), but not so fine in a chamber 
environment,” he said.
Han concluded that the hall would be friendlier to a group than to a solo piano. “I 
came home and thought, ‘OK, who are you going to play with?’ ” she said.
She has known Carsillo since 2007, when the violinist performed with the Shreveport 
Symphony Orchestra in Louisiana. Carsillo’s husband, Michael Butterman, is the 
orchestra’s music director.
Han met Choi in 2008, when she played with the Banff Festival Orchestra in Canada; 
he was principal cellist. Han has played duets with each, but they’ve never performed
as a trio together.
Choi said he was amazed by Han’s musicianship: “When she asked me to become 
part of this project, I jumped on it.”
He played with the Janaki String Trio for several years before the group disbanded, 
after cutting two albums and touring the United States. Currently, he’s studying for a 
cello performance doctorate at Stony Brook University in New York.
Choi, a Canadian, welcomes the chance to take his 1696 Stradivari cello, on loan 
from the Canada Council for the Arts Musical Instrument Bank, on the road.
Carsillo performs as a soloist and with orchestras, but “I’m a chamber musician at 
heart,” she said. “I love the intimacy of chamber music, not only with the players but 
with the audience.”
Han, a native of South Korea, began playing piano when she was 3. She was 9 when
she won a gold medal in the first of many piano competitions in which she 
distinguished herself. She left home when she was 15 to study at The Juilliard 
School’s pre-college division.
She remains close to her family in South Korea. Nevertheless, she has developed an 
extended family of more than 30 host families in the United States and abroad, 
including Palm Beachers Jim and Judy Harpel.

“She’s a very talented lady,” Jim Harpel said.
The trio expected their union to be a one-time event. But word spread and other 
dates popped up, including a number of concerts in Jacksonville, where Butterman 
serves as resident conductor of the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra.
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“Things kept happening, so we said ‘We need to make this official,’ ” Carsillo said. “ ‘We need to make this a real trio.’ ”
She hopes to distinguish the group from other piano trios by thematic programs, such as the dance-themed concert planned 
for the Flagler Museum. The performance will open with Han playing Schubert songs.
Then the trio will perform Brahms’ Hungarian Dance No. 5, Joaquin Turina’s Piano Trio No. 2 in B minor and 
Beethoven’s Piano Trio in B-flat major, “Archduke.”
So far, things are working out well. The players are on the same page when it comes to business as well as music. “You have
to be go-getters,” Carsillo said.
The trio already have surmounted one of the greatest challenges facing a new group: choosing a name. Gloriosa is the 
botanical term for the flame lily — “an apt expression of the passion involved in performing the music we love,” Han said.
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