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“Under God’s Wings” 
 

It’s Mother’s Day today.  We all have a mother, and some of us are mothers as well.  
Today, I will talk to you from the book of Ruth, remembering those mothers and all 
women in our prayers. 

Ruth, the woman, the title of the book of Ruth, was not Jewish, but from a foreign 
country, Moab.  Deuteronomy 23:3 says, “No Ammonite or Moabite or any of their 
descendants may enter the assembly of the Lord, not even in the tenth 
generation” Moabitea were Israeli’s old enemies, and they were forbidden to have 
relationships even through the tenth generation. 

The time was 3000 years ago, and it was the time of the Judges which I talked about to 
you last week.  What kind of period was the time of Judges? Do you remember that the 
time of Judges is described as “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as 
they saw fit.” (Judges 17:6)  It sounds nice, but it means that the standard of right and 
wrong was up to each individual, and everyone lived in whatever way they wished.  In 
the end, everyone got tired of living that way, and as I talked to you last Sunday, Israeli 
people began to seek a powerful king who would lead Israel. The book of Ruth is placed 
in between the book of Judges and 1 Samuel, when times were very tense. 

First of all, the book of Ruth is about: there was a famine in Bethlehem (where Jesus 
Christ was born later on) where the Israeli man, Elimelek and his wife, Naomi lived.  
They escaped to the country of Moab near the Dead Sea, and then their two sons 
married Moabite women. We call it international marriage nowadays.    

We are surprised by how the book of Ruth begins.  In those days, the marriage of 
children must be approved by the parents.  No, it was a custom to marry the person that 
the parents chose for you.  It is surprising that Elimelek and Naomi moved to the land 
where they had a forbidden relationship even through the tenth generation, and also 
that their sons married women from Moab.  More surprisingly, such things are recorded 
in the Bible.  That’s right, there is a clear intention of God, who is the ultimate editor of 
the Bible. 

A sad thing happened to this family.  Shortly, Naomi’s husband, Elimelek died in the 
foreign country Moab, and she became a widow. Furthermore, ten years later, her two 
sons died, and their two wives from Moab became widows. 

Under the situation like this, Naomi vacated her life in the foreign country Moab, and 
she decided to return to her hometown, Bethlehem. (The Bible does not write down the 
details, but she probably had to go through so many things before she came to this 
conclusion.) And, Naomi recommended that the daughters-in-law return to their 
hometowns and start a new life. (Unlike old age Naomi, Naomi probably thought that 
they still had future ahead of them.)  However, one of the daughters-in-law, Ruth 
headed to Bethlehem together in order to share her life with Naomi.  Bethlehem is a 
foreign country for a Moabite, like Ruth.  Bethlehem is the land where the people had 
bitter attitudes towards Moabites, from generation to generation. When they arrived in 
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Bethlehem, Naomi said, “Don’t call me Naomi,[b]” she told them. “Call me 
Mara,[c] because the Almighty[d] has made my life very bitter.   (Ruth 1:20) 

The Book of Ruth is a book, written 3,000 years ago. That was the time when Israel was 
in a very difficult situation. It seems like only the stories of the important people who 
were the part of the reform of the country should be written down in the Bible, but the 
Bible recorded the life of these women.  This event happened in the ancient times, 
however, even we who live in the 21st century could understand what is written in here.  
Not only that, but also it is possible that some of us have experienced similar situations 
like Naomi and Ruth.  Or, some of us might live our lives like Ruth and Naomi, in the 
future.   

After the return to Bethlehem, Naomi and Ruth were in many difficult situations.  
Considering the social conditions at that time, it was difficult for them to get daily bread 
without husbands. Naomi is a woman of old age, Ruth is a Moabite woman.  This 
situation is worse than starting from nothing.  Their daily bread was solely relied on from 
the Moabite woman, Ruth.  However, as far as we can see, the people of Bethlehem 
didn’t seem to have any problem with Ruth’s ethnicity, and they didn’t discriminate 
against her. They didn’t look at Ruth as “a Moabite, Ruth” but as “Naomi’s daughter-in-
law, Ruth”.  I think that the reason why the people of Bethlehem saw Ruth that way was 
because of Naomi’s natural virtues, but I also think that God’s big hands were behind it.     

 

I moved to a country town in Tennessee when I was 18 years old, and I lived there for 4 
years.  Country music drifted in everywhere whenever I turned on a radio, and there 
was the dialect and manners and customs of the Appalachians. And it was the land 
where you don’t see many Asian people. If I happened to be in that situation now, I 
would worry about so many as a foreigner, who has little knowledge in American culture 
and English language, to a place like that. Back then, I was not fully aware of the 
situation that I was in, but I was supported and brought up by teachers, classmates, and 
the good will of the local people for 4 years.  So many years have gone by, and as I 
learned more about America, I rethought about the time I spent in Tennessee without 
bitter experiences, and everything that happened there became my precious treasures. 
And when I think about it now, it wasn’t because of my ability that everything went well, 
but just like Naomi and Ruth, I was protected by God’s big hands. 

Do you have any experiences like this that you can understand now?  It didn’t depend 
on your ability and discretion, but you were protected by the heavenly father’s existence. 
It wasn’t an easy thing to find a job for the Moabite, Ruth since she wasn’t familiar with 
the language and the customs. Ruth probably visited the town of Bethlehem often and 
observed if there any jobs that she could do. And one day, Ruth said to Naomi, “Let me 
go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find 
favour.” 
 
Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3 So she went out, entered a field and 
began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field 
belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek. (Ruth 2:2-3) 
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What she decided to do was to glean grains which fell into the field that someone else 
owned.  That is to collect the dropped grains in the field.  Ruth probably saw somebody 
gleaning in Bethlehem. At that time, Ruth probably thought this is the only thing she 
could do.  Soon, she started to glean every day. It’s a mystery.  Even gleanings are 
precious for an owner of the land.  It will become some quantity if all of the grains were 
picked up and gathered.  However, the landowners of Bethlehem seemed not to pick up 
the grains on purpose.  Why was that?  God gave people a surprising law in old days, 
several hundred years earlier than the times of this Ruth, as if it was for Ruth of this 
time. 
 
 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or 
gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or 
pick up the grapes that have fallen.Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am 
the Lord your God. (Leviticus 19: 9-10)                                              
 
It’s a surprising thing that people were given such a law in this time of the survival of the 
fittest where a powerful person exploits a weak person, and a welfare system had not 
been established yet.  It required several thousand years for welfare to take place, and 
it has been only a few decades since a welfare system began to settle. In the first place, 
it is hard to believe that we self-interested human beings make a laws like this.  Ruth 
began her life in Bethlehem to earn daily bread, somehow by picking grains fallen into 
the field because of this law enacted beforehand.  And one day, she came to the field of 
Boaz who is of the clan of Elimelek. 
 
“Unexpectedly” means it is not “what you plan”.  That is, it wasn’t Ruth’s plan to come to 
the field owned by Boaz.  Unquestionably, Ruth was led to the field, and received the 
complete protection of Boaz.  Later, Ruth became Boaz’s wife. 
 

We all live in the United States now. Some of us have lived here for 40 years already, 
and some of us have already become an US citizens.  However, was it meant that your 
old time dreams come true?  Was it your dream to live in the US, to get a job here, and 
to have family here ever since you were in middle school?  
 
When I talk to various people about it, only a few people say that such a dream came 
true, and live here currently.  Myself, I became an US citizen, my children were born in 
this country, and in a few years, I will have lived in this country more than half of my life.  
It clearly wasn’t the life that I imagined.  My wife and I got married in Japan and came to 
the United States two months after that.  My wife came here thinking that we would go 
back to Japan in a few years.  In that sense, our current life here is the life led 
“unexpectedly”.   
 
  What do I mean by that?  That’s right. To reach this point in your life, we had many 
“unexpected” events whether we are aware of it or not. And, when we think of 
“unexpected” events, there are “unexpected” events that are overflowing with 
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thankfulness, on the other hand, there are “unexpected” hardships. We are here 
because all those “unexpected” events have happened.  
 
For Naomi the famine of Bethlehem was an “unexpected” event, losing her beloved 
husband and sons in Moab to where she emigrated was an “unexpected” event, and 
returning to her hometown with a foreigner daughter-in-law, Ruth who wished to remain 
with Naomi was an “unexpected” event. And now Ruth entering Boaz’s field was an 
“unexpected” event. 
 
Therefore, Ruth received God’s blessings through Boaz by an “unexpected” encounter 
with Boaz.  So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean 
in another field and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work 
for me. 9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the 
women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are 
thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.” (Ruth 2:8-9) 
 
10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why 
have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” (Ruth 2:8-
9) 11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and 
your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May 
the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by 
the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.” 
(Ruth 2:11-12) 
 
In this way, Ruth lived by the good will of Boaz in a foreign country.  As I talked to you 
earlier, Ruth had experienced many sad and hard “unexpected” events, but by an 
“unexpected” encounter with Boaz, she started a new chapter in her life. 
 
Everyone in Christ, I always keep telling you one thing. That’s right. “Pay attention to the 
whole thing, not captured in your heart with a one thing.   
 
The famine in Bethlehem, and losing a husband and sons were the “unexpected” 
hardships that happened to Naomi.  Moving to a foreign country with a mother-in-law 
was a hard “unexpected” event for Ruth.  When we look at each individual event, we are 
almost feeling crushed. 
 
However, God gave us faith.  When we became Christians, we always talk about “faith, 
faith”.  Faith is a privilege that is given to us the time like this. When many “unexpected” 
events happen in our lives, we will know that God is there behind it.  Even the time like 
this, we are permitted to believe in God and ask him.    
 
Ruth probably used to worship the gods of the land in Moab, however, through her 
mother-in-law, Naomi, Ruth had faith in the God Naomi believed in. 
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As Boaz said to Ruth,“May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be 
richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come 
to take refuge.” (Ruth 2:12), it was clear when you see how Ruth was. And because of 
her faith Ruth lived in a foreign country by looking up to God without being knocked 
down by the many hardships that happened to her. Surely, the woman, who was going 
to depend on being under the wings of God, was under the wings of God, and she was 
rewarded.  
 
Everyone, we all have different reasons why we came to this country. We have 
experienced many “unexpected” disasters and “unexpected” fortunes.  
 
Although the situation was severe, we didn’t even notice such a thing because the Lord 
sheltered us under his wings. We are ignorant to notice such things, but surely the Lord 
led our lives with his hands.   
 
We can live our entire life either by complaining and dissatisfying without paying 
attention to “unexpected” events with full of God’s blessing that he already prepared for 
us, or counting the “unexpected” events with God’s blessing, and live our life full of 
thankfulness.  This depends solely on ourselves not anyone else. 
 
As I talked to you earlier, Ruth becomes Boaz’s wife and conceived a child. Ruth wrote 
about it in this way on closing the book of Ruth. 
 
 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, 
the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 The women said 
to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a 
guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15 He will renew 
your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you 
and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.”16 Then Naomi 
took the child in her arms and cared for him. 17 The women living there said, 
“Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. (Ruth 2:13-17) 
 
When Naomi returned to her hometown initially, she thought about the things that 
happened to her and said, “Don’t call me Naomi,[b]” she told them. “Call me 
Mara,[c] because the Almighty[d] has made my life very bitter.   (Ruth 1:20) 
 
That’s right. These words were true feelings that she had. However, in the end, Naomi 
saw the “unexpected” in God’s blessing.  However, this blessing written about Naomi 
and Ruth was the part of God’s gift to them. Naomi and Ruth left this world putting hold 
one more an “unexpected” event that Naomi and Ruth would ever know.  What does it 
mean by that? The book of Ruth records that the child was born for Naomi, Obed was 
the grandfather of David.  I don’t need to explain it to you; Jesus Christ was born from 
the clan of David. Ruth couldn’t know this at the time. ”Unexpectedly” God put this 
foreign woman’s name in the genealogy of Jesus.  
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Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, 
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, (Matthew 1:5-6)  
                          
I talked to you about God watching over the families of the rulers of the country last 
week. The book of Ruth, located in between, full of ups and downs, the book of the 
Judges and the books of Samuel, writes about a powerless mother-in-law, a daughter-
in-law, a widow, and a mother, who lived in this rapidly changing Israeli period. What 
does it mean?  
 
The book of Ruth which writes about the weakest people in society at the time; widows, 
foreign women, powerless people is located in the between into the midst of Book of 
Judges and the bloody eventful times called Samuel.  This is the message from God to 
all mothers here and all women on Mother’s Day.  
 

Please remember, what kind of period did they live in? That’s right.  In those days 
Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.” (Judges 17:6) ; in times like that.  
However, Naomi and Ruth lived their lives right before God, instead of living as they 
saw it. Surely, even in the present time that everything is relativized, and this world is a 
chaotic time that everyone is doing the right thing in their eyes. However, isn’t the way 
Ruth and Naomi lived showing us how we should be? 

  

Through these two weakest women, God expresses his heart here.  The foreigner Ruth 
was accepted by Israel, and it broke the thoughts that only Israel with God’s blessing. 
(Though, it was impossible for the people of Israel to understand this, God’s magnificent 
plan. They only could deal with their immediate situation at the time, they could not see 
God’s whole plan.)  The reason why God reveals that the blood of Moab who should be 
cursed runs in blood of David the hero of Israel is that God’s blessing is thoroughly upon 
us, foreigners, too. 1000 years after the time of Ruth, Jesus Christ said this by looking 
at Jerusalem. 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. (Matthew 23:37) 

Even now the Lord is trying to gather us under his wings.  However, Jesus’ word is 
telling us that going under God’s wings means us responding to God.  What we should 
note from Naomi and Ruth’s story is that they responded to be gathered under God’s 
wings. I don’t want you to leave here today saying “today’s message was interesting…”  
I am not here to tell you an interesting story.  I want to tell you that God is part of your 
story, and God is still waiting for your respond in order to gather you under his wings.  
Let us pray. 

 

Translated by the Scarlett family 

	  


