
BACKGROUNDER: Measure S for Library Facilities Bonds 
 
THE SANTA CRUZ PUBLIC LIBRARIES SYSTEM includes 10 branches throughout the county, plus 
bookmobile services, community partnerships and a robust array of online resources. The branches are Aptos, 
Capitola, Boulder Creek, Branciforte (Eastside SC), Felton, Garfield Park (Westside SC), Downtown Santa Cruz, 
La Selva Beach, Live Oak, and Scotts Valley. 
 
Our library system, operated by an agreement between the County of Santa Cruz and the cities of Santa Cruz, 
Capitola and Scotts Valley, is well-used and highly regarded by community members. It has steadily increased its 
collections, programs, technology and range of services in recent years. In fact, usage continues to climb among 
all age groups as programs and resources expand.  
 
Unfortunately, our libraries’ physical facilities have not kept up with the maintenance needs of 
aging branches, changing technologies, increased use, and inadequate space for both operations 
and programs. It’s time to invest in the future of our libraries. 
 
MEASURE S HAS BEEN PLACED ON THE JUNE 2016 BALLOT to fund critically needed improvements 
at all 10 branches – to repair severe structural problems, update technology capacity, remodel spaces for 
increasingly varied activities, and expand or replace some sites as needed. Work will vary according to the needs 
of each branch, and plans for each branch will involve community input. The end result will be great libraries for 
all of our communities, meeting the 21st century needs and growing use by kids, families and community 
members of all ages. 
 
Measure S authorizes a special tax, at the flat rate of $49.50 annually per residential parcel, for issuance of bonds 
that will generate an estimated $62 million in usable funds for public library improvements. It will require a 2/3 
majority to pass. Planned library improvements include: 
 
$26,000,000 allocated to the County of Santa Cruz for the following 
Aptos: Expand existing library to support growing use by young children, teens, seniors and others; upgrade 40-year old 
wiring that is completely inadequate for modern technology; complete other necessary repairs and upgrades.   
Boulder Creek: Make necessary improvements to heating and ventilation systems; update wiring; renovation of interior and 
exterior spaces. 
Felton: Build new, 21st century library on donated land, moving from a leased building that dates from 1893, to support 
modern library usage for children, teens, residents of all ages, and community groups. 
La Selva Beach: Improve layout to provide separate children and teen areas; upgrade antiquated heating and ventilation. 
Live Oak: Provide flexible program spaces and defined teen area; add library annex at Shoreline Middle School. 
 
$25,000,000 allocated to the City of Santa Cruz for the following 
Branciforte: Restore meeting/study room; create defined teen area for homework and tutoring; replace old roof and heating. 
Downtown: Complete renovation and remodel, replacing antiquated heating system, 50-year-old wiring and failing 
plumbing; provide updated spaces to support growing use by children, teens, seniors and community groups. 
Garfield Park: Upgrade antiquated wiring; remodel for more flexible use of space. 
 
$8,000,000 allocated to the City of Capitola for the following 
Capitola: Build new, 21st century library on existing city-owned land, replacing a cramped, temporary modular building, to 
meet the growing demand for modern library services. 
 
$3,000,000 allocated to the City of Scotts Valley for the following 
Scotts Valley: Replace old, deteriorating roof; upgrade teen homework and tutoring area; provide sound reduction to 
distinguish quiet areas; re-orient entrance to future Town Center; possible expansion to support growing use by children, 
teens, seniors, and diverse community groups. 
 
EVERY FACILITY WILL MEET THE STANDARDS OF A 21ST CENTURY LIBRARY: inviting, 
welcoming spaces to meet a variety of needs. Each branch will offer access to technology, provide separate areas 
for children and teens, and establish flexible space for classes and community meetings, with separate areas for 
active and quiet uses. The Santa Cruz Public Libraries of the future will enhance Santa Cruz County's quality of 
life by providing vibrant spaces where people connect, discover and engage the mind. 
 
For more information: Contact Interim Library Director Janis O’Driscoll: odriscoll@santacruzpl.org,     3/27/16 


