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Pastor Steve

From the Director’s Desk:

Before, 
during and 
after - the 
transfor-
mation of 
our gym.

I want to thank each one who donated last month for your generosity and support.  We received enough to catch up on some 
seriously over-due bills, and made payroll as well.  Our staff not only work long hours six days a week, but they get the modest 
stipend of about $800 per month and some work for a fraction of that, while others work free.  They are willing to sacrifice for 
the children and the Lord blesses them by helping their salary cover their needs. 

Although we have caught up some past due bills, there are still others waiting to be paid.  We have tried creating a reserve, 
but it has been depleted for a couple of months now.  Also, we have a savings account in which we put the funds that people 
have donated to specific projects, so that money is protected from being spent on the day-to-day activities. 

We especially want to thank our mission groups who help with projects and maintenance.  We enjoyed two groups this past 
month.  We greatly appreciate the students who give up their spring breaks, giving their time and talents.  After returning 
home, one of the students even mailed back a generous donation – what a blessing!

Paul Turner led a group from Southern Adventist University.  They beautified several areas 
around the campus, removing weeds, etc.  A new parking lot was created and a trail from it into 
the Treehouse Park, which they cleaned up and we had bonfire and worship there one evening.  

Several windows that had not been cleaned in a very long time got sparkling clean and the 
tile project was completed in our guest showers that have not been usable for a couple of years, 
thanks to that dedicated team.  The big project was the removal and replacement of the gym 
windows and siding that were seriously deteriorated.  Thanks to the generous donation of Norma 
Nashad and “Restore a Child” foundation, we received money to purchase the new windows and 
siding so that project could be done under the direction of Todd Johnson with Kirk 
and Danny of “His Hands, His Feet” ministry.  They saved the badly deteriorated 
back wall of the gym and our children will continue to be able to get exercise and 

the girls’ dorms.  The girls were so excited about their new decks that some of them slept 
outside on the deck the first night after returning from spring break. 

We are looking forward to several more mission groups that are coming this 
summer to do various other projects such as installing new windows and wood 
stoves (if there is enough funding) into staff houses which should lower our 
heating costs next winter. 

Praise the Lord for our missionaries that make La Vida a better place for our 
students!  And Praise the Lord for faithful donors such as yourselves who make 
it possible for us to provide a safe haven for the Navajo children and introduce 
them to our Lord Jesus.

Greater still is what is happening to people!  Members of our community are 

recreation even in inclement weather.  The 
gym is also used for community events where 
Navajo families come together for special oc-
casions.

Steve Ferguson led the group from Central 
Valley Christian Academy in California.  They 
raised the money for and built new decks for 

choosing to make Sabbath Worship attendance a regular part of their lives.  They have 
testimonies of what God has done for them.  And a lot of change is occurring among our 
students.  We have seen many prayers answered.  Hearts have changed, decisions have 
been made for Jesus.  Lifestyles and focus and attitudes have moved toward Christ.  Sul-
lenness and despair have been replaced by cheerfulness and hope.  Most thrilling to me are 
questions and statements and actions indicating that some of our students are envisioning 
an adult life that includes faith in and practice of Adventist Christianity.

I am excited about what God is doing at La Vida Mission!
Until next month …
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Some of the ladies from Central Valley 
Christian Academy helped us reorganize 
the hogan and prepare for our Easter 
Community Service Day. More pictures 
and the rest of the story in next month’s 
issue.  
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Bulletin Board
Special Thanks to:

•Our Heavenly Father for providing our 
needs.

•Faithful donors who support LVM with 
prayers, financial and other donations 
(including Box Tops for Education).

•Student sponsors for their many con-
tributions, prayers and letters.

•Restore a Child, Inc  for financing the 
repair of the School Gym.

•His Hands and Feet Ministry for their 
hard work and time spent finishing the 
project.

•Corrine Dann for greeting cards, tooth-
brush set, toys and Easter candy.  

•Central Valley Christian Academy for 
financing the 2 new Girl’s Dorm’s decks. 

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS   by Annette Williams

Vehicle Update

Florence Beebe – Vice President, La Vida Mission

Mrs. Chauncey Beebe is one of our La Vida Mission founders. ‘Mrs. Beebe’ is what we 
called her as she most admirably was her husband’s wife. Mrs. Beebe was asked to be 
the Vice President of that first board group so many years ago but it seems like yester-
day that we saw her.

Mrs. Beebe, Florence, met her husband through Mr. Beebe’s first wife. It was on the 
first Mrs. Beebe’s death bed that Chauncey was asked to promise he would marry Flor-
ence and he did keep that promise.

Both Florence and Chauncey were school teachers. The lived in a house behind the 
Farmington Seventh-day Adventist church. They owned quite a bit of property behind the 
church which was later given to the church and church school.

Mrs. Beebe was remembered as being very smart, very kind and very generous. She 
especially loved children. She and her husband didn’t have any children of their own but 
they made a great effort to make every child they came into contact with feel loved.

Tricia Williams, my sister, remembers Mrs. Beebe bringing all of the children almond 
candies covered in little pieces of nuts, wrapped in plastic. Of course Tricia would re-
member this because she has a sweet tooth! Mrs. Beebe often brought small gifts to the 
school for the children to show her affection.

La Vida Mission was the perfect project for Mrs. Beebe in the education department. 
She loved the children so much. She knew how to start a school and it was she and Mr. 
Beebe who brought our first school teachers on board, Scott and Tilly Neal. Both of the 
Beebes worked closely with the Neals in creating a place for the children to learn. Both of 
the Beebes had a great interest also in Bible work and they spent most of their free time 
driving to the Mission to give Bible studies. Mrs. Beebe and her husband spent the entire 
rest of their time doing whatever they could to help at the Mission.

Mr. Chauncey Beebe made the very first building at the Mission as he was interested in 
construction. This building was an out house and it was made of mud brick.

Nadine Zumwalt, whose father contributed so much in construction and building, is a 
member of the Farmington church. Nadine remembers seeing Mrs. Beebe walking around 
town often and Nadine and her husband would give her a ride. They spent time together 
talking about the Mission or the children and the Bible work. Nadine remembers Mrs. 
Beebe taking Nadine’s son, Dusty, on her lap and reading stories to him. She remembers 
how beautiful and flowery her words were in describing different characters to her son. 
“She had a real gift with children and teaching and her love for Jesus always shined 
through her words.”

Nadine spent a lot of time helping to take care of Mrs. Beebe in her last days when she 
was ill and felt very protective of her. Mrs. Beebe left her monies in the end, not to any 
children of her own, but to an education fund for any children needing help.

Doris Williams’ comment on Mrs. Beebe is that, “She was a saint.”
I am confident that we would not have been able to start a school with out the help of 

Mrs. Chauncey Beebe.

While we have been working hard to 
keep the mission vans repaired, it is still 
a matter of urgency for us to replace the 
vehicles we use to transport our stu-
dents.  The older vans need many repairs 
and updates  They drive miles of desert 
highway every week and the safety of our 
students and staff is our primary concern.  
If you can help us by donating a vehicle, 
please contact us for information. Or if 
you prefer to donate money, either for 
a new (to us) vehicle or to pay for parts 
and repairs to our current vehicles, please 
let us know when you submit your dona-
tion card or when you call to donate via 
your credit card.  

We thank you so much for helping us 
in this vital area.  
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    In Memory of 

Thank you to all of the donors who make a difference at  La Vida! 

    In Honor of 

SAVE THE DATE!!
September 16 – 18, 2016

La Vida Mission 
Native Campmeeting 

Guest Speaker - Pastor Monte 
Church – Director of Native 

Ministries for the North Pacific 
Union Conference

All La Vida Mission pioneers, 
former staff, students, friends 
and supporters of the Mission 

are invited!  
Please be sure to RSVP to 

office@lavidamission.org or call 
505-786-5539 

Wednesday of March 2, Bruce and Joanne Galbraith from Virginia, both volunteers of 
the “His Hands and Feet Ministry” that’s being directed by Bro. Todd Johnson arrived on 
the La Vida Mission campus to join Todd’s crew who are fixing our school gym. They were 
followed later that day by the Brown family, Gary and Pam from Pueblo, CO and their son 
Doug and grandson Westin from Pagosa Springs CO.  Then on Friday, March 4, the group 
of 20 students and staff from Southern Adventist University in Tennessee arrived.  Under 
the scorching heat of the sun made worst by the blowing wind and sand, this combined 
group of dedicated volunteers worked unitedly and happily to fix and restore the south 
side of the school gym as financed by “Restore a Child” directed by Norma Nashed.  Be-
sides working in the gym, SAU students did worship and prayer meetings in all our dorm 
houses and helped in the classroom and PE classes as well.  Todd and his crew on the 
other hand served and preached at our Friday Vesper, Sabbath Church and Crownpoint 
Satellite church and even went with us to our different Bible studies in the Community. 
What a blessing they all are to our Mission!

Virgil D. Allen     by Marcia Allen
George & Margaret Armstrong  by Lanny & Barbara Davis
Andrew Barbera   by John & Robin Korponay
Mary Lou Dunn    by James, Jennifer, & Joey Parker
Mary Lou Dunn    by Jean & Homer Young
Joel Everett    by Jim & Judy Culpepper
Susie Gerard    by Annette Amling
Anne Gutman    by Morris Gutman
Jean L. Howser    by Donna Labelle
Barry Lizer    by Art & Oradelle Lizer
Larry McCoy    by Nancy McCoy
Bob & Anna Mckenzie   by Mike & Linda Welch
Paul & Anna Montagnino   by Domenick & Cordella Montagnino
Bob Pesheck    by Phyllis Pesheck
Frank Putnam    by Dr. Clare Putnam
Eleanor & Walter Sauer   by Arlene Fee
Emily Smith    by Ramona McCurdy
Marilyn Tooker    by Warren Tooker
Agnes Wagner    by Agnes Bates
Melody Wallace    by Cleta Wallace

God for his Loving Faithfulness  by Linda Jarboe
Uncle Fred    by Steve Kesselring
Bill Ross    by Janet Claymore & Duane R. Ross Sr.
Greg Ross    by Janet Claymore & Duane R. Ross Sr.

 Parade of Mission Groups Begins

Dorie R. Panganiban, Office Manager & 
Community Service Coordinator

While the kids and some staff were on a Spring 
Break, another group of 20 students and staff came 
from Central Valley Christian Academy to replace and 
build a new deck for both the Big Girls and the Little 
Girls Dorm Houses.  During this time, the wind blew 
stronger with thick sand that made visibility a bit of 
a challenge.  Despite the wind and sand storm, the 
group worked without complaint but when wind was 
just too much, they gave up but so amazingly, they 
made up for the time they missed by working as early as 4 o’clock in the morning when the wind 
was quiet.  

Some of their members helped us organize the clothes in the Hogan and repack food bags for 
the Easter Community Service Day.   It was a delight to see both our big girls and little girls enjoy 
their new decks when they came back from spring break. Thank God for this first wave of Mis-
sion Groups.  As spring and summer continues, the parade will continue so watch out for the next 
news and update.  (Watch for an article and pictures about our Easter Community Service Day next 
month!)

CVCA working on the decks and, 
below right, the finished decks 
being enjoyed by our students. 
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Demetrius and Zeke are our new guys on campus.  

The little girls are growing taller as I enjoy watching God’s 
work in our lives.  We have our daily struggles of learning to 
use our hands for good, our words for kindness, our actions 
in obedience, and our voices in thanks and praise.  While 
God’s working on hearts, we are working on our choices.  

Our highlights lately have been playing with and worship-
ing beside the mission groups.  Southern University students 

By Dominica...

What I did on the train ride was: I went 
to the concession stand with Miss Joyce. I 
also had fun with my food and candy. I got 
sleep on the way back, although, I did see 
some Wildlife. It was very nice. Also, I had 
fun with Miss Joyce. I somewhat wandered 
around the train. The best part I enjoyed 
was the wonderful nature out there. I love 
seeing the ducks and deer.  I love how 
the little waterfall was flowing. It was very 
nice. Also I had fun with the other girls on 
the train. The mountains were very pretty. 
I was so happy that we had that field 
trip. So thank you for the field trip. Even 
though it was very cold at the back of the 
train. I loved it!

By Jynaya:

We left for Durango at about 5:45 am.  
We started driving in the mission vans.  
We had to drive for almost two hours.   
When we got there we got with our part-
ners and headed for the train. Inside the 
train station Ms. Dorie got the tickets and 
then we waited for about twenty minutes.  
Once they (the engineers) were ready we 
boarded the train.  When everyone got on 
board we started.  Out the window we saw 
houses and when we got in the mountains 
we saw deer.  Sometimes we would go 
out to the open car where it was outside.  
Then we could also got to the gift shop 
(concession car) and get snacks.  You also 
could buy sunglasses and a guidebook, or 
a mug that allowed you free refills.  When 
we got to the top of the mountain we ate 
our lunch outside.  When we started to go 
back down everyone was tired.  We got off 
the train and then went to the train mu-
seum.  After that we went to Taco Bell for 
dinner. We took the kids to the bus stop, 
next.  It was a great field trip!

Zeke’s family moved to La Vida in January to 
join the La Vida mission staff.  Zeke is in the first 
grade.  The other boys in the younger grade 
classroom are very happy to have him.  He’s an 
out-going little missionary who is a friend and 
willing helper to all.  He loves riding bikes and 
snowmobiling.  His favorite subject is probably 
math.  He really likes pizza and watching big truck 
rallies.  

Demetrius joined our seventh grade class.  Both his 
mother and father attended La Vida Mission academy 
in years past.  He’s a big brother to three siblings, two 
of which are twins.  He’s not really into sports but can 
sometimes be seen throwing around a football or mak-
ing little objects out of paper.  He likes just hanging 
out but dislikes having his picture taken. 

 We’re thankful to have both these fellas here at 
La Vida and pray they may grow closer and closer to 
Jesus in their time here.   Thanks for your prayers for 
all our students in that same aspect. 

Going On 
A Train 
Ride! 

Thanks to some of our donors, the stu-
dents were able to take advantage of the 
special school pricing for a train ride on the 
Durango & Silverton Railroad.   

The students wrote about the trip, below 
are 2 of their essays.  

worked on the gym windows and other projects 
while working their way into little and big hearts.  

They played football, led worships in the dorms, 
helped in the classrooms, and made many friends.  
The evening of a bonfire-side worship at the tree 
houses was a favorite memory cherished by all.  

The La Vida students stayed over the weekend 
before SAU had to depart so we shared a Sab-
bath worshiping together. Good byes were hard and many little girl voices still 
announce their feelings of missing their new friends Clara, Dena, Phillipe, and 
others.  One young girl, as we walked together to the fire-side worship, shared 
how much she liked the students; that they are so nice. I agreed and added 
that you could really see Jesus in their hearts.  She said, “Yeah. I want that.” 

God touched 
lives through 
those students. 
Heaven will be 
so grand, for 
we’ll all be back 
together and 
praising with our 
Jesus beside us.

Meet Our Students

April Wright

Little Girl’s Dorm Update

April Wright


