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La Vida Mission’s Christmas Program 
The students and teachers worked very hard putting together an amazing 

Christmas Program this year.  The title of the program was Christmas Snapshots.  
Snapshots were taken of the Christmas story before the actual program, eliminat-
ing the chaos of costume changing and line memorization the night the program is 
performed.  So, while the students and Ms. Holly and Ms. Patricia worked hours on 
the music practices, Ms. Joyce and Ms. April worked fast on getting together the 
costumes for each snapshot.  Mr. Greg and Ms. April worked together to set up the 
scenes, get the models to cooperate, and snap some neat pictures.  They used the 
natural setting around La Vida and the results were pretty amazing.  The angel pho-
tos were touched up by April’s sister and the audience gave many awwws and ooohs, 
when they were shown.  

December! Such a busy time of the year 
for teachers and students. Parties, pro-
grams, a long on campus school weekend, 
visitors from far away places all add up to 
excitement for all. But the best of school 
news is the awesome Christmas program 
put on by the students on December 12 
and 17. The title was “Christmas Snap-
shots”. Pictures were staged before the 
program and shown while the students 
sang songs that went with the pictures 
and gave Bible readings and narration. 

Patricia Perry

     With the high school students doing the narrating and all the others singing 
like angels while the snapshots were being projected over their heads, the story 
of Jesus’ birth and love was told to many who came to be blessed.  The program 
was put on twice, once during the Sabbath School program for church on week-
end school and once for the parents on the ‘real’ program night.  They also shared 
some of the amazing songs with the residents of a nursing home in Farmington.  
Ms. Patricia and her small but mighty hand chimes choir also blessed us with three 
songs before each program. 

     To God be the glory for the great things He has done and the great things 
these dear children were able to share this time of year. 

April Wright

It was very well received by all who attended. Before the play students in grades 
5-7 played their chimes for the first time since they have been refurbished through 
generous donations of some interested folk. Thank you so much!

On the afternoon of December 12 the whole student body went to a nursing 
home in Farmington and played their chimes and sang several of the songs from 
the play. This was followed by sack lunches in a park, ice cream treats, and viewing 
Christmas lights including one place where the  lights went on and off to music. A 
great time was had by all.

So now it is Christmas break time. Keep our students in prayer that while home 
Jesus will still be in their thoughts and in their hearts. As we look forward to 2016 
may all hearts yearn for the coming of Jesus and a great desire to have our Navajo 
children and their families in heaven with us.
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Bulletin Board
Special Thanks to:

•Our Heavenly Father for providing our 
needs.

•Faithful donors who support LVM with 
prayers, financial and other donations 
(including Box Tops for Education).

•Student sponsors for the Christmas 
shoebox goodies and their many contri-
butions, prayers and letters.

•Oasis SDA Church for Christmas 
shoebox goodies for the students.

•James & Natalie Dodd for cards, stick-
ers and Box Tops.

•Elsie Williams for box of knitted hats.

•Linda Kilpatrick for many clothes, toys, 
shoes, electronics, school, dorm & craft 
supplies, watches, purses and scarves.

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS   by Annette Williams
The Founders - Part 3

Below is a list of the first members, the founders, who organized La Vida Mis-
sion. It took much prayer and hard labor to start the project but each person on this 
list would tell you today that they had a burning desire to carry out what God had 
put on their heart. A mission was born, a mission for the Navajo children and their 
families. There wasn’t much money to start the project but the group knew that God 
would provide. It became a church project that included the entire body.

Meet Our Students
Audrianna and Rihanna, or better known 

on La Vida campus as Audi and Anna, are 
two beautiful sisters who have only known 
La Vida Mission Academy as their school.  
Rihanna started kindergarten here with her 
two older brothers three years ago.  Little 
Audi would beg to go too but it wasn’t 
until she was almost four that she was old 
enough to get on the bus with her siblings.  

Now Rihanna is a blossoming third grader 
who loves sports and being active.  Audi is sprouting up and learning to read 
and write and add and subtract along with her kindergarten class.  She’s 
always eager to pray and knows her Bible stories and songs.  She’s sharing 

Jesus at home too, as her mom has said she reminds 
them they need to pray before they can eat.  Both 
girls enjoy playing games, being outside, giggling and 
playing pretend school.  They are sisters who care 
for and look out for each other and are learning to 
love Jesus more and more each day.  Please pray for 
these girls and their family. 

These founders were a group of people 
who were first dedicated to attending 
meetings and contributing on many, many 
levels. I am happy to say that on this list 
includes their local pastor and THREE 
pastors who were employed by the con-
ference to work for the conference. The 
conference has always been a spiritual 
support for our mission by God’s leading.

I asked Dr. Williams why he was chosen 
as the President of the organization. He said with a smile on his face, “because I 
was the one that made sure every one at church was involved at some level and I 
made sure that I found the right people in the community to help us where ever we 
had a need. I was excited”. It was Dr. William’s passion in prayer and determination 
to serve as a young adult that shined a light for hope and created an enthusiasm 
which has lasted a lifetime.

I look forward to telling you more about all of these founders in the future.

The Board of Directors -
President: Wetzel Williams, M.D.
Vice President: Chauncey Beebe
Secretary-Treasurer: Burton Everett, D.D.S.
Asst. Sec.-Treasure: Mrs. Bernard Gerard, ‘Susie’

Members -
Pastor G.W. Asher, Pastor Byron Blecha, Pastor Lee Carter, Frances Christensen,       

   Harold Christensen, Ed Davis, B. Th. Freda Ford, J.M. Freeman, Pastor Ben J.                   
   Liebel, M.C. Rowe, Veda Scholder, Peter Van Den Hoven, M.D

In the summer of 1958, wagons and horses 
were a common sight on the road from the Mis-
sion to Farmington.
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    In Memory of 

Thank you to all of the donors who make a difference at  La Vida! 

    In Honor of 

Dorie Rogado-Panganiban, Office Manager and 
Community Service Coordinator

2015 Community Christmas Fiesta
The month of December is always packed with Christmas activities for the school and 

for our children.  We make sure though that amidst all this busyness in school and in the 
church, we neither neglect nor forget our neighbors and our community family. 

So here we go again! On Sunday, December 20, a couple of days after our children went 
home, we did our traditional Community Christmas Fiesta where we invited and served our 
local neighbors and friends in Lake Valley, Whiterock, Becenti, Red Mesa and Crownpoint. 

 We set up the Mission Gym and organized in there the many donated clothes, shoes 
and other items that our students and staff won’t need. We also set up a booth for larger 
and/or fewer donated items to be given out through raffle drawing so it will be fair and 
exciting.  There is also a corner for the bags of goodies from “Partnership With Native 
American” office who has been our faithful partner for more than six years now in our 
Community Service and Outreach program.  And in the middle of the gym, we created a 
“food and snack bar” with all sorts of food, snacks and cold & hot drinks for everyone to 
enjoy.   

Erville Allen     by Dr. Mildred Stilson
George & Margaret Armstrong  by Lanny & Barbara Davis
Andrew Barbera   by John & Robin Korponay
Frances Dixon    by Jim Dixon
Patti Kunze    by Linda Jarboe
Albert Lind    by Margaret Lind
Ben Liebeldt    by Robert Kirby
Barry Lizer    by Art & Oradelle Lizer 
Brenda Mcdonald    by Patrick & Rhonda Mcdonald
Bob Peschek    by Betty Adams
Ralph C. Pueschel   by Rose Pueschel
Frank Putnam    by Clare Putnam
Donna Smith    by Rick & Ronda Smith
Harvey Stephens   by May Stephens
Jacob Teske    by Mildred Teske

Good Works    by John Harold
Uncle Fred    by Steve Kesselring
Everyone at La Vida   by Charles Reynolds
Dionel Trujillo    by Charles Reynolds

The event started with Christmas music and a Christmas devotional message and prayer by our Mission President-Di-
rector, Pastor Steve Gillham.  It was a fun afternoon spending time with our community family, talking and listening to 
them and serving them, making the spirit of Christmas alive and burning and continually building and keeping a strong 
connection with our native American brothers and sisters.

Pastor Steve begins with devotional
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Vehicle Update

April Wright

In order to be in compliance with 
the New Mexico’s Department of 
Transportation’s rules and regula-
tions regarding the transportation 
of children it is imperative to per-
form extensive repairs on our vans 
or replace them. The vans that are 
large enough to carry the students 
back and forth every week are 15 
- 20 years old with close to 200,000 
miles on them and they have served 
us well over the years, however they 
have reached the stage where the 
continued repairs are draining our re-
sources.  In our attempt to be good 
stewards, we have asked for God’s 
wisdom in this matter.  Do we con-
tinue to repair these older vehicles 
or would it be more cost-effective to 
purchase late-model replacements?  
Please join us in this prayer as this 
is a vital issue, we drive many miles 
each week transporting students 
and want both our students and 
our drivers to be safe on the lonely 
roads.   If you would like to donate 
to this project, please mark your 
donation “students transport” or if 
you know of an organization or indi-
vidual that would consider donating 
a late model vehicle,  please call the 
office (505-786-5539) or e-mail us at 
office@lavidamission.org  for more 
information.

La Vida is offering something new this year for the 3 high school boys.  The 
boys are interested in learning to weld, so we started offering a welding class 
the 2nd quarter.  The first few weeks were spent just learning the basics of 
welding and the different types of welding.  We have used an arc welder, a MIG 
wire feed welder, and an oxygen-acetylene welder.  We have also done some 
cutting with the oxygen-acetylene torch.

Our 1st challenge was to find suitable scrap iron to practice on.  After a few 
weeks of practice we had to come up with a project to put the welding expertise 
to practical use.  The little girls dorm has about 8 bikes that are always laying 
on the ground outside their dorm so we decided to build a bike rack.  We are 
building it out of pipe and found much of the material to build it with laying 
around the campus.

The last weekend before the students went home for Christmas break, they 
enjoyed the whole weekend on campus with many hours of work and fun.  
Sabbath morning the students came dressed and ready in their black La Vida 
Mission shirts to perform a trial run of their Christmas Snapshots program.  
Even with nervous little tummies and little technical glitches the program was 
grand.  

Weekend School 

Welding Class

On December 8 we took a field trip to the welding department at San Juan College in Farmington.  There are over 
300 students in the welding program there.  The director of the department spent several minutes talking about the re-
quirements to become a certified welder and  the prerequisites to get into the welding program.  We learned that either 
a high school degree or a GED are required and that there is a lot more to welding than just “running a bead”.  It also 
involves math, doing precise measurements, and learning the properties of different metals.

 2 of the boys would like to make welding a career and 1 would like to go into auto mechanics which would also in-
volve welding so the welding class is a very interesting and practical class for them.

After lunch and packing up, the three 
vans headed for Farmington to share Je-
sus and their chimes and songs from the 
program with the residents of Cedar Ridge 
Nursing Home.  Some residents sang along 
or tapped a foot while the children sang.  
After their time to share was over, the kids 
greeted the grandpas and grandmas and 
gave them glittering cards and little holiday 
ornaments they had made.  After many 
wishes of “Merry Christmas” and good-byes, 
we packed up and headed for a pretty park 
and enjoyed a chilly sunset sack dinner.  
Next, a reward of treats at McDonald’s, 
before driving around town to view some 
amazing houses all decorated with moving 
Christmas lights.  The favorite house has it’s 
lights choreographed to music from a radio 
station.  

Angels flew with us back to the mission 
and tired people fell into bed, sleeping in 
heavenly peace that night.

Sunday was another busy day with a big Christmas shop day at the La Vida 
Trading Post, where the students spent their saved La Vida dollars to buy and 
wrap gifts to give to their families and friends.  A holiday movie, delicious 
snacks, and many faces full of cheer ended the night and the last student week-
end of 2015.

Charles Blood


