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Pastor Steve

La Vida Community Service and Outreach: A Beautiful Partnership
You probably must have heard this: “it takes a whole village to raise a child”. In other words, it entails partnership to 

successfully do a task. This is true with almost any endeavor and undertaking. Partnership is a key word to success.
In our community service and outreach work for our Navajo brothers and sisters in the La Vida Mission neighborhood, 

we’ve always found that partnership is the key factor to successfully carry it on.  
First, we have a beautiful partnership with the office of the Partnership 

with Native Americans for food and assorted household items that we give 
out to people during our once-a-month Community Service Day, a partner-
ship we’ve been enjoying with them for almost seven years now.   During 
their last open house, Ms. Dolores and I attended their event along with 
almost a hundred program partners of PWNA.  I thank God for the privilege 
of being able to not only represent La Vida Mission but also of serving as 
the event’s guest speaker.  We were happy to pose for a souvenir picture 
with David, one of their delivery truck drivers assigned in Zone 3 where La 
Vida belongs and receiving a certificate of recognition from them.  

Among our other partners are the Rocky Mountain Conference Com-
munity Service Department, Neal Kelley and his church and Sharing 
Ministries in Colorado who gave us clothes and other assorted goodies 
to give away. 

We also have our La Vida students and staff, each one contributing 
their energy and talents,  as well as mission group volunteers who 
partner with us through their time and willing services, one of which 

was the group from Central Valley Christian Academy in Cali-
fornia.

 Here are some pictures of the March 27 and April 24 Spring 
Community Service Day we had for our Community family that 
all came out as a result of this beautiful partnership I am talk-
ing about.  

It was on May 18, 1916 when a letter was written from I.H. Evans (General Con-
ference President)  to Orno Follett, commissioning him to be the first Seventh-day 
Adventist missionary on the Navajo Reservation.  This was the beginning of all Seventh-
day Adventist work that now exists on the Indian Lands of the Southwest.  Today there 
are more than a dozen Adventist congregations, including Chinle, Copper Mine, Water-
flow, Kayenta, Gallup, Crownpoint, Grants, Kinlichee, Page, Maricopa, La Vida Mission, 
Holbrook, Sunflower Butte, Monument Valley and work is beginning in Window Rock 
(the capital of the Navajo Nation).

You can read the story of these beginnings in Barbara Starrett’s book, “The Circle of 
Light”, on the website.  Just go to http://lavidamission.org and click on the “About” tab 
and then on “History”

The La Vida Mission Campmeeting this fall (September 16-18) will feature this Cen-
tennial of Native American work in the Southwest.  Monte Church, the Native Ministries 
coordinator for the North Pacific Union, will be the featured speaker.

Orno Follett 
(left) and the 
Follett family 
(below) 

Celebrating 100 Years in Navajo Land

 - Dorie R. Panganiban, Office Manager & 
Community Service Coordinator
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From the Director’s Desk:

God is blessing the work at La Vida Mission.
We have had many challenges this year, and we have learned to trust the Lord 

more each day.   He has always come through for us.  Hearts and lives are be-
ing changed and turning towards Him.

One of our challenges included making a very limited amount of money cover 
as much as possible and trusting God for His blessings – they have always come 
when we most needed them.  Our ten propane tanks have sometimes been 
near empty this winter, but we have managed to fill one and then another just 
in time and the company has generously put us on a payment plan when we 
couldn’t pay.  

Another challenge has been personnel.  We have operated without some posi-
tions being filled at times, but when we really needed someone who could do 
a specific job and it was absolutely essential, the Lord sent someone our way.   
Our newest addition is Wendy Schneider, who became available just in time to 
replace Laura who had to leave for medical reasons.  Many of our staff serve 
multiple positions.  The operation of this mission station takes the combined ef-
forts of each person on staff working long hours to get it all done.  You can see 
their pictures and names on the website.  There are sanitation details and water 
and sewage to pay attention to.  Driving duties, Sabbath duties and mail service 
for the community and on it goes.

The challenge of transportation has kept us busy trying to keep the wheels 
turning.  We have five vans (including the church van) and much of the year 
one or two were not operational with serious needs, such as a rear-end, suspen-
sion parts, brakes, radiator, windshields, etc.  Thanks to our maintenance crew 
(Stan, Charles, Cliff, Bob and Beachel and the auto mechanics classes) they are 
all running now, but who knows which one will break next.  We are very thank-
ful for the donations that have allowed us to make the needed repairs and now 
we can begin to look for a replacement.

The clinic, which has been closed for the past couple of years has been a 
challenge to bring back to usefulness again.  Cliff and Joyce, both nurses, have 
new ideas for its use, such as making it into a Wellness Center (something much 
needed here in Navajoland).

The outreach team is ably led by Polly and Dorie, assisted by Bob and the 
rest of us as needed.    The challenge of the house church in Crownpoint is that 
20-30 people crowd into the front half a 12 x 60 single wide mobile home on 
Tuesday nights and Sabbath afternoons (what a wonderful challenge).  Then 
there is the challenge of the maintenance needs of the La Vida Church (which 
needs a new roof and windows.)  

God has supplied our needs and given us enough money and volunteers to 
do this work.  But greater still is what is happening to people!  Members of 
our community are choosing to make Sabbath worship a regular part of their 
lives.  They share testimonies of what God has done for them.  And a lot of 
change is occurring with our students.  They also have testimonies of what God 
has done for them.  We have seen many prayers answered, hearts changed, 

and decisions made for 
Jesus.  Lifestyles, focus 
and attitudes have moved 
toward Christ.  Sullenness 
and despair have been 
replaced by cheerfulness 
and hope.  

Praise the Lord for the 
victories won.

Pastor Steve
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Bulletin Board
Special Thanks to:

•Our Heavenly Father for providing our 
needs.

•Faithful donors who support LVM with 
prayers, financial and other donations 

•Student sponsors for their many contribu-
tions, prayers and letters.

• Neal Kelley, Montrose Church & Shar-
ing Ministry Food Bank for truckloads of 
clothes, school supplies, assorted food  and 
produce.

•Farmington, NM Echo Food Bank for free 
weekly supplies of food & produce.

•Partnership with Native Americans for 
monthly delivery of food and/or household 
items.    

•Don & Chris Hill for produce & dry goods for 
the cafeteria.  
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    In Memory of 

Thank you to all of the donors who make a difference at  La Vida! 

    In Honor of 

Dorie R. Panganiban, Office Manager & Community Service Coordinator

What a blessing mission groups are to La Vida Mission! Various fix-up and repair projects are done that saves the Mission 
thousands of dollars but most importantly, beautiful connections and friendships are formed and built that are meant to last 
forever. That’s why, not just me, but almost everyone in the Mission, the children especially, love it when spring and summer 
come and mission groups from different places grace our campus with dedicated effort and love.  And so, as promised last 
month, we will bring to you more news and updates in this issue.  

George & Margaret Armstrong  by Lanny & Barbara Davis
Mary Lou Dunn   by Jean Hildebrand
Anne Gutman    by Morris Gutman
Barry Lizer    by Art & Oradelle Lizer
Millie & O.J. Mills   by Betsy & Dave Johnston
Frank Putnam    by Dr. Clare Putnam
Donna Smith    by Ronda Smith
Gayle Tucker    by Jim & Judy Culpepper
Preston Wallace   by Melody Wallace (we apologize  

     for the error in last month’s issue!!)

US Navy Captain Steve Kesselring by Charles Reynolds

Parade of Mission Groups Continue

In the middle of April, Elmer and Eva Sundean with Len Leclair and Tom Lambert returned 
to the Mission to finish their long-time project of replacing windows in the Mission.  Elmer 
and Eva don’t only come and replace our windows but they raise funds and bring money with 
them to buy those windows.  They have done all the dorms’ windows in the last two years, 
now they came to work on windows of staff houses that are situated directly in the path of 
our strong winds and what a blessing this project is. Not only do our windows look beautiful 
now, but above all, it keeps the wind and dust from blowing into our houses and the propane 
heat from blowing out of the windows, thus saving us lots of $$$ on our propane bill. I’m 
a happy camper because of this project because our house is one of its beneficiaries.  Last 
week, we had a strong wind storm and praise the Lord, no more sand and dust blew in our windows. After doing the win-
dows, they also tiled the two shower rooms in the administration building. Elmer and Eva promised to raise more funds to be 
able to install wood stoves in some staff houses this fall before winter comes to help us save even more on heating costs.

Todd Johnson with Kirk and Donnie of the His Hands and Feet Ministries just left after being at the Mission for seven weeks 
and doing free labor in the gym and other parts of the mission.  We thank Todd and his crew for not leaving until the project 
they were doing was completely finished. We look forward to their return in spring of next year to work on other projects.  

They also come with funds for their projects and that again is a blessing to the mission.
During the last week of April, another wonderful group of students, parents and staff 

from Adventist Christian School in Greeley, Colorado under the leadership of their princi-
pal, Mr. Jerry Groeneweg came and blessed the mission.  We’re delighted to see Elder Dick 
Stenbakken and his wife Ardis with the group. It was an inspiration seeing Elder Stenbak-
ken working on his knees in our Navajo room and putting new carpet tiles on the floor 
with the help of two little boys in the group while Ardis his wife along with some young 
girls helped in the school and did some weeding by the side of the cafeteria. The other 
members of the group with Mr. Jerry and Pastor Steve went to the community and helped 
one of our local church members. They laid down flat rocks and poured concrete on the 
floor and doorway of the receiving area of her 90+ years old mother’s house.  What a 
blessing this community outreach project was because it makes moving her elderly mom’s 
wheel chair around and in and out of the house much easier.  They’re grateful for the love 
and care shown by the Mission and the group through this ministry.  Isn’t it the essence of 
true religion? Helping the widows and the elderly? 

The Mission is quieter again and it feels different having all of them gone at the same 
time, but the parade is not yet over. More groups are scheduled to come in May and until 
the summer is over so please continue to watch out for more news in future issues.  
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This weekend the girls and I (Emily) had the wonderful opportunity to join the teen 
girls retreat at Glacier View Ranch in Ward Colorado.  We had so much fun with all the 
people there and the girls thought it would be nice to tell everyone about their exciting 
trip. So this article is from the words of Tisha Tenorio, Leandra Begaye, Lyriah 
Chavez-Nelson, and Dominica Anzara.

We left for Glacier View Ranch on April 29th at 4:30 AM. The first stop we made 
was in Farmington to get Ms. Emily some breakfast.  Finally we ended up in Pagosa 
Springs!! We got to go shopping at Walmart so we could get some swimming clothes 
because we thought we were headed for a place that was warm and sunny.  However 

After we checked in, we met Ms. Heidi and Ms. Shannon. Ms. Heidi showed us where our cabin was, where 
all our main meetings were going to be held and where the cafeteria was. Before we left, we saw Delinda 
Hamilton. She helped us pick our RMC shirts. Each of us got a shirt and name tags with a schedule on the 
back. Then we went to our cabin, which was named Chippewa.  We picked our beds, closets, unpacked and 
took a shower before we went to supper. After supper we went to a cabin called Rustic, this was where all 
our main meetings were held.  It had a BEAUTIFUL view of the lake and surrounding snow filled trees. We 
met Ms. Chelsea & Ms. Corina.  Ms. Chelsea was our guest speaker for the weekend and she was AWESOME! 
Normally we get distracted really easy when a speaker starts talking but Chelsea captivated our attention the 
entire time! She also made us laugh (which is a very good thing) some of her stories really hit home for us 
and they definitely made us see things in a different light.  Thank you for that Ms. Chelsea.

Teen Girls’ Retreat

the further we went the more it snowed and the more we realized that maybe we should have bought boots and gloves instead. 
As we started driving up one of the passes, Ms. Emily saw a place where we could get out of the car and play in the snow.  While 

we were jumping around in the snow Lyriah saw a little cliff that could be jumped off of into more snow… (It was more of a little hill 
piled high with snow) So she did a quick flip and hit the ground.  On her way back up she realized how much of a bad idea it really was 
cause there were a lot of rocks under the snow, plus she couldn‘t get back up the hill and we had to help her. 

Once we passed Wolf Creek Pass it snowed and snowed and snowed. In fact it snowed from then on and all the way through the 
entire weekend!! We also got to stop at Treasure Falls waterfall. I’m not sure exactly where that is, but boy, was it beautiful!!

We got to Poncho Pass and that’s where the scary part happened.  We were coming down the pass and slid on black ice that took us 
right into the path of a Semi Truck!! The only thing we could do was pray that God would save us.  Even though we were only going 25 
miles an hour it felt like we were going to die!!  But praise the Lord, He heard and answered our prayers! And the tires caught enough 
traction to make it to safety!!  Ms. Emily couldn’t stop shaking and so Ms. Sarah took over driving. 

Once we made it down the hill, we took a break. Before we could get out of town, one of the windshield wipers broke - tore clean 
off!! But lucky for us there was a Napa Auto Store across the street. We bought new wipers and still they were not working right. Every 
time we turned them on, they would smack into each other.  We continued on our journey with faith that the Lord will get us to our 
destination.  It felt like the drive was never going to end! Soon we got to a town that had a sign that said, “The Casino Playground”, it 
had casinos on both sides of the streets. While driving through, we saw people come out of one casino just to go into another.  At this 
point we only had a little longer left to drive, or so we thought. 

We went through two mountain passes before we finally saw the sign that said “Glacier View Ranch.” We were all very happy that 
the drive was almost over. But we got a little too excited because with just .1 mile left we got stuck in the snow. So we sent Lyriah and 
Dominica to the camp to see if there was someone at the camp that could help us and another van that had gotten stuck. It took a 
while before Anthony came to help us. He pulled us out of the snow and up the road to a spot where there was not much snow on the 
roads. Then he unhooked everything and drove off to get the other van. When we finally got to the main lodge to check in, we noticed 
that Ms. Emily had started to cry!! We asked her why she was crying and she said it was because we had finally made it to the ranch 
without getting hurt. So we all started to laugh. Then we noticed that Ms. Sarah was crying from all the laughing she was doing, this 
just made us all laugh even more.  

Saturday we split up into different groups for “breakout sessions”.  Each place had a different speaker and 
different little games or projects for us to do. Then we went to Rustic Cabin for church.  We had lots of fun 
Saturday, it was a nice change of pace.  We learned there are many different ways we can spend time with God. 
That night they had an indoor pool party!! (so it was a good thing we stopped and got swim clothes after all! ) 

Sunday morning came and it was time to start packing for the long trip home.  But the windshield wipers had 
completely stopped working, and snow was still coming down.  Ms. Sarah had the good sense to ask one of the 
ladies if they knew anyone who could help us with our wiper problem and the lady radioed for “Yogi”.  He came 
to our cabin to check and see what he could do.  While he was looking at the van, we went to our last meeting, 
where we got to hear a funny story about Ms. Chelsea passing out while taking a picture.  

When it was time to say our goodbyes to all our new friends, Mr. Yogi came in and said our van was ready to 
go.  PRAISE THE LORD He was still answering our prayers!!  Not only did the guys fix our wiper problem but they also fixed the original 
problem, the whole reason the wipers went dead…something about the timing of the wipers.  All in all, this weekend was THE BEST!! 
And we want to thank Ms. Delinda, Ms. Shannon, Ms. Heidi, Ms. Corina. Ms. Chelsea, and all the kitchen staff (who made awesome 
food!! It was soo good we didn’t even realize that there was spinach and mushrooms in some of the food!! Amazing!! ) We’d also like 
to thank the biggest one of all.. JESUS!! For keeping us safe and showing us that no matter what Satan does to keep us from God, 
JESUS will always be there to protect us and get us to where He knows we should be.  OH, WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS!! 

And last but not least we want to say hello to all our new friends and hope to see you there again next year!!
Hugs and Smooches,        Tisha Tenorio, Leandra Begaye, Lyriah Chavez-Nelson, Dominica Anzara.


