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I’ve always looked forward to the month of November which to me has become a “big thank 
you month”, a time to express our thanks to God and to all the people that He’s using to bless 
our lives.  

As ever, there’s so much for which to be thankful for to God here in La Vida Mission.  I thank 
God for His countless blessings and continued leading in this mission field.  Many days are 
challenging and a prayer of “give us this day our daily bread” is a reality, but we’re continually 

Thank you Lord!

Dorie Rogado-Panganiban, Office Manager and Community 
Service Coordinator

sustained by our Heavenly Father to meet our growing needs through all of you, our 
faithful readers, donors, and supporters.  What a great exercise of faith! Thank you 
Lord for your grace and for the courage and strength YOU provide!

This month of November, we also have some specifics for our thank you. On a 
sunny but cold Wednesday, November 11, Cathy Kissner, RMC Community Service 
Director with her husband, Pastor Mike Kissner, drove to the mission for their yearly 
delivery of goods and donations from different churches in the Conference. Both stu-
dents and staff look forward to this day and the excitement and joy of everyone from 
the youngest student to the oldest staff were visible as they helped together unload those goods. Thank 
you Rocky Mountain Conference brothers and sisters for your generosity and love.

In this month of November also, for the first time in my more than 8 years of being here, we had 
ordained pastors preach in our church four Sabbaths in a row.  For the first Sabbath, we had my hus-
band, Pastor Polly Panganiban as our speaker.  Then the following week-end, just 2 days after the RMC 
truck delivered donations to the mission, our beloved RMC president, Pastor Ed Barnett and his wife 

Shirley visited the Mission and ministered to us the Word of God and what a 
blessing! During the third Sabbath, Pastor Steve Gillham, our current president-
director of the Mission gave a thanksgiving presentation for our church service 
and Pastor Wayne Gayton, our district pastor, concluded the thank you month 
with his praise and thanksgiving message Sabbath, November 28.  We had 
an extra treat and blessing also that Sabbath when some family friends from 
California visited us and participated in our Thanksgiving Service and I’d like to 
mention especially Brother Angelo and Sister Mercy Luna and their 2 boys Ian 
and Micah from Glendale Filipino SDA Church, 
all singers and musicians who conducted a 
mini-praise concert in our church to the joy 
and delight of everyone.

Thank you Lord for all the blessings, blessing 
of life, blessing of health, blessing of experi-
ences, blessing of friends and supporters, 
blessing of being in your service.

Please continue to remember La Vida Mission in your 
hearts and prayers.  And as you think and plan for your 
Christmas giving and end-of-the-year donation to include 
in your 2015 tax break receipts, please consider embrac-
ing and including La Vida Mission in your thoughts and 
commitment that you may continue to share in making a 
beautiful difference in the life of our Navajo kids and our 
community family. Thank you! 
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Bulletin Board
Special Thanks to:

•Our Heavenly Father for providing 
our needs.

•Faithful donors who support LVM 
with prayers, financial and other 
donations (including Box Tops for 
Education).

•Student sponsors and their many 
contributions, prayers and letters.

•Nadia Engka for children’s clothing 
and shoes.

•Debra Kearnes for clothing, sheet 
sets, candies, dorm supplies  & Box 
Tops for Education.

•Polly Vicars for jacket & puzzles. 

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS   by Annette Williams

Three months before Lily Neil had her dream, Veda Scholder and Dr. Williams 
had a casual conversation at church one day and decided that they wanted to 
do more. They wanted free and accessible medical care on the reservation. 
They wanted a Dorcas building where they could give clothing and blankets 
away for the community. They wanted an organized Adventist church on the 
reservation and the children cared for in a way that would honor the people and 
their heavenly Father. Veda and Dr. Williams discussed their ideas for a mission 
and they wanted their local church and conference on board! As they prayed 
and discussed their ideas their hearts became filled with a spiritual commitment.

Dr. Williams was the connector. He talked to the church pastor. He talked to 
the Bible study group. He connected the idea with the conference leaders and 

The Founders - Part 2

Veda Scholder

architects, mechanics and school teachers. Veda en-
couraged the ladies to make more quilts and collect 
clothing. An excitement grew in the church to cre-
ate a real mission and from the very beginning the 
conference helped support their dream. A group of 
prayer warriors was formed and God opened doors!

Three months later a Navajo lady by the name of 
Susi Jim, asked Dr. Williams to meet her friend Lily 
Neil. Lily had just been in a car accident and while 
recovering had a vision about the native children 
and what is now referred to as ‘Lily’s Dream’.

Dr. Williams was happy to meet her. As they 
talked about her dream for the children in her com-
munity he knew that God had used her to prepare a 
way with her people and that her dream came from 
God. Lily knew that Dr. Williams was to carry that 
dream to realization.

A first meeting was called to organize the development 
of La Vida Mission. At this first meeting there just hap-
pened to be a conference leader visiting, and so God’s 
timing was perfect as always.

Interesting note: at about the same time as all of this 
was happening, a Navajo lady in Shiprock area had a 
burden on her heart for an Adventist mission. She knew 
nothing of the plans Farmington had made, nor did she 
know anything about Lily’s dream. She rallied her commu-
nity on the reservation which is about an hour north west Lilakai (Lily) Julian Neil

of where La Vida Mission is now located. She did request at her local native 
chapter house to approve a Seventh-day Adventist mission on the reservation. 
That request was denied but she continued to give Bible studies and serve her 
people. Her daughter currently sits on our mission board of directors and her 
name is Julia Roanhorse. Julie is very active in doing Bible work in her area 
and is a treasure to La Vida Mission.

Dr. Williams today, visiting LVM, smiles as he 
looks around the campus and remembers de-
veloping the mission over the years and refers 
to the mission as ‘his beloved child....God’s gift’

Watch for Part 3 of this article on La Vida 
Mission’s founders next month, including more 
of our historical photos.  While their quality is 
not as good as many current digital photos, they 
help remind us how God has lead us through the 
years. We hope you enjoy this series.  
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    In Memory of 

Thank you to all of the donors who make a difference at  La Vida! 

    In Honor of 

George & Margaret Armstrong  by Lanny & Barbara Davis
Alton Baird    by Ron & Penny Baird
Anne Gutman    by Morris Gutman
Barry Lizer    by Art & Oradelle Lizer
Frank Putnam    by Clare Putnam
Ms. Joy Skillern   by Ms. G.E. Donnelly
Pastor Ted Wick   by Jim & Judy Culpepper

 Greg Bishop    by Charles Reynolds

This has been the dream in La Vida Mission since the early 1980’s… “to start the work and establish a group of believ-
ers in Crownpoint”, a small town about 30 miles south of the Mission.

This dream was revived in 2012 when Brother Raven Preston, the lone Adventist at that time in Crownpoint offered his 
house to us for a weekly Bible study. His living room became smaller though each week as new people came and joined 
the study group, so we prayed for a bigger place.

 Crownpoint Company: Formed and Getting Stabilized

Dorie Panganiban, Office Manager & Community Service Coordinator

In the summer of 2013, God blessed us through Sister Mary Newlon of 
Aztec SDA Church with a wonderful donation of a trailer to be used specifically 
as a Fellowship and Bible Study Center in the area. She helped us refurbish 
the trailer and gave us all the furniture we needed. Several other friends and 
supporters donated a water heater, swamp cooler, and propane heater to 
keep the place comfortable at all times for everyone. Weekly Bible studies and 
prayer meetings and a once a month Sabbath service began in the trailer, at-
tracting local people to come to know and seek God’s will for them. 

Since July of this year, we’re happy to tell you that we’ve been conducting 
a regular weekly church service in the trailer in Crownpoint at 4 p.m. every 

Sabbath.   Some Sabbaths are full-packed, some Sabbaths are not, but it 
is consistent and steady every week.  Texico Conference stepped in and 
joined in the Mission’s effort to establish a church in the area, Crownpoint 
being in their territory. The leadership of the Texico Conference is commit-
ted to helping expand the work in this small town by erecting a beautiful 
house for the Lord to accommodate our new believers and to see them 
grow in the faith.  Please join us in prayer for a piece of land for the church 
which is a big challenge on the Reservation.

We are short on frills and lace at this older boys dorm but we are not short on good food, laughter, and body build-
ing. Three teens, Waheem, William, and Warren call this dorm “home” during the school week and for most of this 
quarter we’ve also had the young man Danny from Southern Adventist University as part of our dorm family. He is 

Teen Boys Dorm News

Please support these young men 
with prayer as they study their way 
through high school and face the 
future.

By Patricia Perry

teaching PE and as an RN is helping get the mission clinic ready to function again. The good food 
comes from the great cooking of dorm parent Mr. Beachel. He cooks up a farmers style breakfast 
every morning that is quickly consumed. Laughter comes easy when these fellas are joking with each 
other.  Danny has been working them hard to build up their muscles and teach them the importance 
of daily exercise. Our dorm mascot is our little black dog Ally who cries in the morning when everyone 
leaves her behind as they go to class.

One of the interesting times of the day is evening worship when we watch Bible videos like the Mat-
thew series and the Acts series. It is helping the boys learn many things about God’s word.
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Donate with 
Amazon Smile

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support La Vida Mission 
every time you shop, at no cost to you.

On your first visit to AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com), you need to select 
a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before 
you begin shopping. They will remember 
your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com 
will result in a donation. You can search 
for La Vida Missions, Inc and, as there 
are several charities with similar names, 
please be sure the location is Farmington, 
NM. 

 
Every donation helps us 

continue our work.  
Thank you so much!!  

Vehicle Update

To celebrate one of God’s beautiful seasons, we enjoyed a progressive harvest 
celebration. Our chilly evening started out in the backyard of the little girls’ dorm 
where we warmed our hands and tummies with hot apple cider, munched on 
harvest chex mix, sang praises, and giggled at a relay harvest blessings race. 

Meet Our Students
You may remember Vanessa and Kaydence from last 

year’s news.  They are back again this year and we’re 
so very glad to have their smiling faces and tight hugs 
joining the La Vida fun.  Vanessa and Kaydence have 
two older sisters and live with Grandma when not dwell-
ing in the Little Girl’s dorm.  

April Wright

Harvest Celebration

Next, we all made our way to the high 
school boys’ dorm for a fun Thanksgiving 
thanks game, a delicious baked potato plate, 
and a back yard bonfire. 

Next, the little boys’ dorm shared their fire 
pit and roasting sticks for a Big Frank addi-
tion to our meal.  A few of the boys put on 
a comical show before we all trudged to our 
last stop, Mr. Polly & Ms. Dorie’s warm living 
room.  

They hosted holiday pies for dessert along with 
yummy nuggets, kabobs, and red punch.  After 
a couple funny holiday games, an inspirational 
story, and a prayer of thanksgiving, we all locked 
the memories of the night away while heading 
back to our homes under a blanket of stars. We 
truly have so much to celebrate.

These sisters love to giggle, sleep with 
fuzzy blankets, ride bikes, and play all the 
girly games.  Vanessa is the oldest and is 
very creative.  She likes to color, do origami, 
and help in the kitchen. Kaydence is good at 
reading but it’s not her favorite thing to do.  
She likes playing board games, building tent 
houses, and racing up and down the halls.  They’re both 
growing in Jesus as they learn to pray respectfully, take 
time to praise each day, and seek His help when it’s hard 
to obey.  Vanessa has said she would like many prayers 
for her Grandma’s eyes to get better. 

In order to be in compliance with 
the New Mexico’s Department of 
Transportation’s rules and regula-
tions regarding the transportation of 
children it is imperative to perform 
extensive repairs on our vans or 
replace them. The vans that are large 
enough to carry the students back and 
forth every week are 15 - 20 years old 
with close to 200,000 miles on them 
and they have served us well over the 
years, however they have reached the 
stage where the continued repairs are 
draining our resources.  In our at-
tempt to be good stewards, we have 
asked for God’s wisdom in this mat-
ter.  Do we continue to repair these 
older vehicles or would it be more 
cost-effective to purchase late-model 
replacements?  Please join us in this 
prayer as this is a vital issue, we drive 
many miles each week transporting 
students and want both our students 
and our drivers to be safe on the 
lonely roads.   If you would like to 
donate to this project, please mark 
your donation “students transport” 
or if you know of an organization or 
individual that would consider donat-
ing a late model vehicle,  please call 
the office (505-786-5539) or e-mail us 
at office@lavidamission.org  for more 
information.


