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As many of you know, we have been blessed with home-like settings to house the 
students that board with us. This is an important part of our ministry to the children, to 
give them the care and comfort of a home and dorm parents who watch over them, 
caring for their physical, emotional and spiritual needs as well as their education.  
As you would expect, the dorm houses need maintenance and we are blessed with 
mission groups that come and help us with these projects.  Other times we receive 
donations for needed items and our staff members chip in and supply the needed 
expertise and labor.  We are grateful to all those who help to make our dorms a real 
home for our students, where they can learn to relate to each other, their dorm parents 
and most importantly, learn about God and develop a relationship with Him.  

Home Away From Home

School year 2015-2016 is a year of renova-
tion and improvement to the Younger Boy’s 
Dorm (formerly Big Boy’s Dorm).  New floor 
replaces the old dilapidated floorings of the 
kitchen and laundry room.  Leaking faucets 
and showers in all bathrooms and toilets un-
dergo repair and renovation.  Presently these 
important bathroom facilities are functioning 
efficiently, devoid of water and energy wast-
age. Thanks to the efforts and time of Mr. Greg 
Fortney and Mr. Bob Blair. 

Younger Boy’s Dorm

  Another improvement is the new backyard 
fence. Mr. Elmer and Mrs. Eva Sundean, 
together with the mission group from Tyler, 
Texas, facilitated this project through their 
labor and financial donations.  A mission 
group from Camarillo, California led by Pas-
tor Will Sellers also contributed their hard 
work to this project. In addition to these 
improvements  mentioned above, the dorm 
is also the recipient of a brand new refrig-
erator and a microwave oven.

Thank you to all who have invested 
in our dorm in these tangible ways!  

This year there are six elementary 
pupils occupying this dorm. They are 
Elias Etcitty, a first grade student; 
Devin Etcitty and Jacob Tenorio, both 
in the 6th grade and three 7th grade 
boys, Jaylin Shorty, Jajuan Begay and 
Demetrius Werito.

Gloria Dapo - younger
boy’s dorm parent

We wonder if our newsletter is 
getting to everyone in a timely 
manner.  We have heard from a few 
people who say they did not receive 
it or that they received the identical 
one a month later.  Are you receiv-
ing your newsletter monthly?  If not, 
please let us know.

La Vida Mission treasurer, Ms. 
Carol and the bookkeeper, Ms. Dorie 
are concerned regarding the scarcity 
of donations during the past few 
months.  The past due bills are pil-
ing up and there are precious little 
funds to pay them.   

One of the students came with 
$10.00 after we knelt in prayer last 
Wednesday.  She gave it to Ms. 
Dorie and said “You have done so 
much for me during these last four 
years.  I know it’s not much, but I 
want to help.”  

A staff member came to Dorie 
bringing a check for almost their 
entire monthly stipend.  Several 
have let us know that if there isn’t 
enough to go around that they will 
do without their pay.  One stated 
“not because I don’t need it – I re-
ally do, but I trust the Lord.”  Others 
are working without any pay and 
some for only a small percentage 
of the regular stipend so that there 
will be enough for others who might 
need it more.

We are counting on you and 
your friends and the Lord to get us 
through this crisis.  Would you talk 
to a friend and suggest they become 
a donor like yourself?  You could 
share your donation card with them 
and ask them to match your gift.  
What a blessing that could be!

A Plea for Help 

Pastor Steve
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Bulletin Board
Special Thanks to:

•Our Heavenly Father for providing our 
needs.

•Faithful donors who support LVM with 
prayers, financial and other donations 
(including Box Tops for Education).

•Student sponsors for the Christmas 
shoebox goodies and their many contri-
butions, prayers and letters.

•Joy Hughes for garden books.

•Polly Vicars for cards, stickers, food, 
clothes, toys, school & dorm items, day 
planner,  books, tools and tote bag.

•Harry & Mary Stone, Ernie & Joyce 
Wallen, Dolores Barger & Gayle Smith 
for making the School Field Trip in the 
Silverton-Durango Train possible through 
their love gifts and donations.

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS   by Annette Williams
About that name.....La Vida!

I always assumed ‘La Vida’ was named after 
one of our founders Veda  Scholder.   The mis-
sion was not named after Veda although she 
did help in choosing the name.

The group of board members had met with 
excitement after the purchase of their new 
property. The members met in Dr. Williams’ 
office in Farmington. They discussed what the mission meant to them. The 
mission gave new hope to the people on the reservation who were living too far 
from the hospital and from good water, jobs or education for their children. The 
board members were the Bible workers and the social workers.  A name was 
needed for the mission and for their upcoming newsletter that they would send 
out to supporters.

They discussed what the mission meant to them and to the people they were 
serving. The new mission was an answered prayer and they had no doubt God 
was leading. It would be a light on the hill for the Navajo people. They wanted a 
name that reflected the meaning of new life in Christ. I am told there was little 
discussion on the name and they all were in agreement. This would make that 
meeting the easiest board meeting in the history of La Vida.

‘La Vida’ means The Life. La Vida is new life in Jesus, a better life and a life 
with hope. And so in hope of new life for many people, the mission was given a 
Spanish name.....La Vida!  The Life!

From the Director’s Desk:

I am so grateful to God for His blessings to La Vida Mission this year.  So 
far we have only lost 3 students because of behavior problems (two others 
moved away but were replaced by one who moved in).  Many battles have 
been fought between Christ and Satan and our most effective weapons are 
prayer and love.

The Lord is blessing us with a culture change that is increasingly kinder 
and gentler.  I believe that decisions for eternity are being made by these 
children.

Please join us in praying for these young people.  You may be a sponsor 
and know a name, you may have read about a specific child in the newslet-
ter or maybe you just see a picture of a young face.  Please pray specifically 
for those kids.

Also, please pray for the staff, teachers and others -- that the beauty of 
Jesus be seen in each of us, day and night, especially when we are tired and 
frustrated.  Pray that we will be continuously filled with the Holy Spirit and 
constantly represent Jesus.

Pastor Steve

Thank God for 
the willing workers 
who saw the poten-
tial in an arid desert 
land.  The potential 
for a church and a 
school to reach out 
to the local com-
munity and be a 
light on the hill for 
Jesus.  
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    In Memory of 

Thank you to all of the donors who make a difference at  La Vida! 

    In Honor of 

George & Margaret Armstrong   by Lanny & Barbara Davis
My beloved Wife Janice Davis   by Norman L. Davis
Louie Dickman    by Jim and Judy Culpepper
Mary Lou Dunn    by Robert Cook
Mary Lou Engeberg    by David & Cathie Brian
Meredith Genton    by Marc & Velda Genton
Anne Gutman     by Morris Gutman
Barry Lizer     by Art & Oradelle Lizer
Frank Putnam     by Dr. Clare Putnam
Nobert Sammer    by Marc & Velda Genton
Nobert Sammer    by David & Maxine Smith

JESUS     by Mercedes Hysaw
Good Works     by John Harold
Mary Lou Wells    by Sarah Lowe

We would have liked new or 
newer vehicles, but since that 
is not an option right now, we 
want to report what the Auto 
Mechanics Class is doing.  Our 
transportation situation is 
improving.  We can’t afford to 
purchase new vans, but our 
High School boys with their Auto 
Mechanics teacher have replaced 

School News
Our High School students are 

studying a curriculum from Sycamore 
Academy. It is an accredited online 
school that helps us prepare the 
students with the education necessary 
for  the choices they will make as they 
grow and move toward their future.  
Tisha, our 12th grade student, will 
be graduating this May and is looking 
forward to college.  Please continue to 
pray for her and our other students, 
that God will continue to lead them in 
His will.  

Dr. Danny Poblete, our Principal, 
is actively involved and a blessing 
to our mission and especially to our 
students.  

23 of the 28 students that started 
with us at the beginning of the 
school year are still attending and Dr. 
Poblete  has accepted a new student 
recently to bring our student body to 
24.  We are grateful for the opportu-
nity to minister to these children and 
their families, and grateful to you who 
give of your time and resources to 
make this all possible.  Thank you!  

Tisha

bushings, shock absorbers, McPherson struts, and brakes in addition to the 
routine maintenance.  They also replaced a damaged rear axle assembly on 
our newest 15 passenger van (2001 Chevy).  The two  mini-vans have finally 
passed a comprehensive safety inspection, and the two 15 passenger vans 
will soon be ready to inspect and pass.   This class alone has saved the mis-
sion hundreds of dollars.  

Vehicle Update

We also have been 
teaching the girls 
“Powder Puff” me-
chanics and they are 
doing some of the 
routine maintenance 
work.   Your gifts 
make the wheels go 
round on our vans.

     Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE!!
September 16 – 18, 2016

La Vida Mission 
Native Campmeeting 

Guest Speaker - Pastor Monte 
Church – Director of Native 

Ministries for the North Pacific 
Union Conference

All La Vida Mission pioneers, 
former staff, students, friends 
and supporters of the Mission 

are invited!  
Please be sure to RSVP to 

office@lavidamission.org or call 
505-786-5539 
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Chimes and Bells

Meet Our Students

April Wright

Meet Tiffany and Mariah, cousins attending La Vida Mission Academy 
together.  Mariah and Tiffany live near each other and the La Vida campus.  
On occasion these sweet girls and their families attend the church events 
and services. 

Tiffany is a very cheerful girl who is always trying to help out and be a 
friend.  She loves pasta, riding bikes, and playing with her brother, Jacob, 
and sister, Tisha.  Her reading has taken off this year and in the dorm she’s 
learning to crochet. Tiffany wants to be a cop when she grows up.

Mariah is shy and very neat and tidy.  She loves to be with friends and is 
always wishing for more play time with her older brother, Jaylin.  She en-
joys reading more than math and recess more than them both.  She’s also 
learning to crochet and catching on fast.  Mariah has said that when she 
grows up she’d like to be a dorm parent.  Both these beautiful princesses 

can use prayers for their families, their growth in life, in school, 
and in learning of Jesus.

What beautiful music the chimes choir makes.  A group of students with no prior experience were playing delightful 
melodies by Christmas.  They took their talents to a Care Center in Farmington in addition to playing in church multiple 
times.  They continue to work together on new music.  Their instructor, Patricia Perry (grades 5-8 teacher), wishes she 
had a few more chimes than the 2 octave set they have now.  A few more chimes  would allow them to play music with a 
3 octave range.   Each chime costs about $50.  Perhaps you would like to purchase a chime for our students.  Just mark 
your gift for “chimes”. 

While we happily use what we have and continue to improve, we have a dream.  This is a dream that you might help 
come true:

Somewhere out there hiding away 
in a closet are big black cases full of 
shiny golden bells that once delighted 
the ears of many who listened to chil-
dren making beautiful music.  Perhaps 
a school closed or the teacher moved 
or for whatever reason the bells were 
packed away. But now they deserve 
to be set free to ring again!

If you know where they are, won’t 
you please rescue them from their 
silent dark prison and give them to 
La Vida Mission’s music class?  They 
will ring praises to our God – that’s a 
promise!


