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Graduation!

On May 20, 2016, La Vida Mission Academy celebrated our first high
school graduation service. We are very proud of our graduates, Waheem Platero and Tisha Tenorio. Waheem is a quiet young man who
enjoys welding and working with his hands. He plans to attend Navajo
Technical University in Crownpoint, NM. Tisha is working at Glacier View
Ranch Summer Camp this summer and plans to attend Southern Adventist University in the fall. As their aim said “Keeping one foot in the
past, we step into the future,” they both have a great future to look forward to, but they are not going to forget where they have come from.
Las Vegas Junior Academy
provided special music for our graduation ceremony. Their presence and
music made a very significant day
even more beautiful.
We are very grateful for the continued participation of LVJA. Their
mission groups, led by Merle Bradley,
have come to La Vida for 16 years
now and we especially want to thank
Mr. Bradley for agreeing to be our official photographer for the ceremony.

From the Mailbag:
Opening the large mail drawer in the Farmington Post Office, I stuffed about 10 lbs. of letters, magazines and catalogs into
the big black mail bag. My eyes searched for the mission letters in hopes that there would be enough donations to pay the bills
that were due. Out of almost 100 pieces of mail there were about a dozen pieces for the mission, some bills and some donations. Zipping the bag shut, I walked over to the window and picked up the parcels.
Then, after driving almost 60 miles back to the mission, I took the mailbag into the office to sort the mail. There is no rural
delivery and no post office along the 85 mile wilderness stretch between Farmington and Crownpoint. The mission provides this
free service to about 68 boxes in addition to the students and staff (as does the nearby Tsaya Trading Post).
The letters to the mission usually come in the preprinted envelopes included with the newsletter, but some come hand-addressed. The most common and much appreciated note is “Use my gift wherever it is most needed.” These keep the mission
operating. In addition to cash donations, these personal letters contain Boxtops for Education, stickers for the kids, kind notes,
prayer requests, etc. We receive gifts ranging from $1 to Thousands of $$. Each gift, large and small is used as carefully as we
can to do God’s work.
Early last month I received the following note from a thoughtful donor. You might have wondered about these questions too:
“I’m concerned (actually annoyed) to receive requests for money every few weeks, especially when I can only donate once
or twice a year. I also wonder how much of your budget goes to marketing and how much to the mission … Actually I’ve been
praying for you and appreciate La Vida Mission. Maybe I’m just irritated that my finances are so low right now.”
Obviously you can’t give what you don’t have. God wants us to use what we have and He will bless it. He asked Moses
“What’s in your hand?” And using that ordinary walking stick, Moses, by faith worked mighty miracles and led Israel to the border of Canaan. We are only responsible for what God has placed in our hands.
We realize that marketing is important, so we spend about 10% of our budget on information sharing because people support God’s work when they know about it. Our main marketing tool is the newsletter, which also serves the purpose of letting
people know what is happening with the $$$ they send. Last summer we shared a booth with S.W. Native Ministries at General
Conference. This summer we will send a representative to the ASI Convention in nearby Phoenix and have booths at camp
meetings when/where we are able. Recently I spoke in a nearby church with Tisha, one of our graduates. Another marketing
tool is our website (the URL is paid by one of our faithful donors). The back issues of the newsletters can be found there as well
as Barbara Starrett’s book “Circle of Light.” We have permission to scan and include “Along Navajo Trails,” which will also be
downloadable from the website: http://lavidamission.org
Continued on page 2
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As the bills pile up and the money
never seems to be enough, I have often
asked God for money to pay the bills,
but more and more I just thank Him for
what He gives and I ask that we be in
the center of His will and that we impart
the saving grace of Jesus to our students as well as the bigger community
around us.
Please pray for us more and more that
we are filled with the Holy Spirit, that we
have the Spirit of Christ, and for wisdom
and strength to do His will. Also, please
pray that we daily have a personal intimate contact with Jesus – this is what
we really need! We will pray for you,
too.
And write! We look forward to your
notes of counsel and encouragement.
Your Servant,
Stephen Gillham, Director
La Vida Missions, Inc
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HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS by Annette Williams

“ It was not smart of me to be driving in those conditions.
A family had called me for help. They had a sick baby and desperately needed
ME for help. I could not say no.....”
Veda Scholder was one of our original board members in the making of La
Vida Mission. Veda still stands out among the few as giving her heart and soul
to the welfare of the Navajo Indian people, in the community, where the mission is currently located. Her service lasted a lifetime and she served with a
passion that most will never understand.
Veda’s closest friends in service were Frankie Christianson, Lilly Neil, Dr.
Williams and Violet Cummings. She was a friend to everyone. She connected
at a high level with church members from both Farmington church, Waterflow
church and families from the Lake Valley community. Veda and her husband
lived in Waterflow where we currently have an active church and school.
This is the same location where, for a time, Doug Bachelor lived and did
ministry with Veda and others.
Veda was adored by the community because she made herself part of each
family. She always threw herself into helping others in any and every way she
could. It was her passion to be a servant like Jesus. She even had connected
the Colorado conference with the people by having donations of clothing
sent. Warm clothes were desperately needed in the winter. Veda couldn’t afford to buy her friends the clothes she knew they needed, nor could they, but
she cared so much. So when a shipment of used clothing came in she would
go to each family’s hogan, let them sort what they wanted and then together
they would sew and repair the clothing to their liking. Veda also helped by
teaching health, giving Bible studies, babysitting children, being there always
as a great friend.
Part 2 in next month’s issue.

Bulletin Board
Special Thanks to:
•Our Heavenly Father for providing our
needs.
•Faithful donors who support LVM with
prayers, financial and other donations
(including Box Tops for Education).
•Student sponsors for their many contributions, prayers and letters.
•Barbara Starret for 2 quilted blankets.
•Bob & Eleanor Thacker for spearheading a fundraising drive for a tractor & for
sweet grapefruit from their orchard.
•Thunderbird Academy Students for
their tractor fundraising drive.
•The Paleontologist Group of Donald
Wolfe for a stove/oven for the guest
house & clothes and stuffed animals for
our community service hogan.
•Lloyd Seaman for electric heaters and
insulators for the school.
•Polly Vicars for a box of assorted
items.
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Pictured on the right side of photo, white
haired, Veda Scholder, helping ladies to
learn to repair clothing

A Very Special
Anniversary
May 18, 2016 marks the 100th Anniversary of the beginning of work on
the Navajo Reservation. It was on
that date that Orno Follett was commissioned to work with the Native
Americans in the Southwest. Soon
after he and his wife shared the Bible
with Lilikai Julian Neal who was later
influential in the purchase of the land
for La Vida Mission.
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Waheem - How He Has Grown

Nine years ago, we came to La Vida Mission to serve as missionary dorm parents for the Navajo Native American boys
boarding in the Mission School. Those were challenging years for us. I remember we only had thirteen boys with us but
they ranged from five years old to fifteen years old and each one came from a different family background and situation.
Having raised only one son with help of nannies and baby sitters, raising and taking care of 13 different boys was perplexing but, after all, was life-changing.
Waheem was one of our original boys nine years ago. He was a third grade
boy at that time. He was very quiet and most of the time lacked self-confidence
though I could see that he was a smart little boy with lots of good potential. At
times, when he struggled with his school work, he would just freeze with his
head bowed down to the table. Leaving him alone for a while usually helped
and with some encouragement, he would do his work and his eyes would beam
bright after he was able to figure things out.
I remember teaching the boys, from the littlest one to the biggest one, how
to make their beds. It was a morning routine that they all had to do before we
had worship and breakfast and before they all went to school. Waheem would
always ask me when I disapproved of the way they made their beds, “why does
Mr. Polly, Ms. Dorie and some of the 13
everything need to be done perfect?” I thought that was cute. But he did learn
boys in their dorm 9 years ago.
to do his bed “perfect”.
We only had Waheem for three months in the dorm because he was pulled out by his mom in the middle of the school
year to transfer to a school closer to home. Waheem didn’t want to go so it took his mom three weeks to finally move
him out. I cried when he left as I do whenever a kid leaves the mission but our prayers followed him as it did to all the
other children who left.
Four years ago, just as we were leaving the boys dorm to do full time office management
and outreach work in the community, Waheem, now a tall, grown, handsome young man
walked in to the Mission with his mom to be one of our first High School students. It was a
wonderful reunion and his smiles brought back memories of a sweet little boy we had during
our first year in La Vida. We thank the Lord for bringing him back to us because that year
when he returned, he accepted Jesus as his Savior and was baptized by my pastor husband.
Waheem’s High School life was not without struggles and challenges, personal or academic. But thank God for his dedicated teachers and dorm parents who lovingly guided this
young lad. This past school year, for a variety of reasons but mostly to help his family, he
incurred a number of absences that exceeded the number a student is allowed. The School Academic Committee met and
discussed how he could be helped as dropping him off from the school roster was not an option for us. The Lord guided
the Committee to propose the GED Program to him. He and his mom readily welcomed the idea.
With help from our High School teachers, he took the GED journey which we saw was God’s answer and leading. And
so, May 20, 2016, he was among the first two graduates of our La Vida Mission Academy. He graduated High School with
us through the GED Program with Tisha Tenorio who graduated with us through the Sycamore Academy.

In Memory of
George & Margaret Armstrong
Janice Davis (my beloved wife)
Barry Lizer
Larry McCoy
Brenda Mc Donald
Frank Putnam

by
by
by
by
by
by

Lanny & Barbara Davis
Norman Davis
Art & Oradelle Lizer
Nancy McCoy
Rhonda & Patrick Mc Donald
Dr. Clare Putnam

In Honor of
Erik Fleming
U.S. Navy Captain Steve Kesselring
Cordelia Montagnino
Kayla Miracle Emma Reynolds
Nick, Ashley, & Zaeda Ross
Dr. Peter Vandenhoven

by Charles (Uncle Fred) Reynolds
by Charles Reynolds
by Domenick Montagnino
by Nina & Opie
by Dr. Janet Claymore & Duane Sr. Ross
by Annette Amling

Thank you to all of the donors who make a difference at La Vida!
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Please join us in praying for these
two young graduates as they embark on a new educational journey.
Tisha is preparing to go to Southern
Adventist University to train as a
teacher and Waheem is contemplating a career as a professional welder.
Both expressed a desire to come
back and serve in La Vida Mission
someday.

- Dorie R. Panganiban, Office Manager
& Community Service Coordinator
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Life in the Big Girl’s Dorm

by Tisha Tenorio

Life in the Big Girls’ Dorm is filled with
fun and hard times. We have had many
fun times in the dorm this year. Some
of those times include mud parties,
slumber parties with fun snacks, and
sleeping outside on our new porch.
Being the oldest in the dorm has been
so much fun because I see the girls in
the dorm as my very own sisters. I also
got to help them in many ways, whether
it was emotional issues they may have
been dealing with, homework issues
that drive us all nuts, or just by being there to support them as an older sister
does. Getting the opportunity to share in their ups and downs and helping them
along the way has been such a blessing for me.
But don’t get me wrong, we do have days when no one is getting along. If
we’re not arguing, we’re ignoring each other and we have nothing but silence
floating through the dorm. I don’t think we have gone a whole week without
there being some kind of drama happening, but what do you expect with a house
full of teenage girls who spend so much time together? By the end of the day,
though, we usually have things all worked out and that is thanks to our dorm parent, Ms. Emily.
When we have issues with another girl, or many other girls, in the dorm that we
just can’t or haven’t resolved before the end of the night, Ms. Emily brings us all
into the living room (whether we want to or not) and after worship we have what
we like to call “Family Meeting Time”. Each one of us has a chance to say whatever it is that’s bothering us (without getting into trouble.) And if someone else
has something to say, they can pipe in. By the end of our family meeting (which
went as long as 2 hours one time) we are like sisters again and everyone is happy
and hugging. Then we all head to bed laughing with each other.
This is my last year here at La Vida Mission and I know I will definitely miss it.
I have had a really great dorm mom and some really great sisters. The memories
and friendships I have made here will last a lifetime.

Little Girl’s Dorm
Update
Time flies when you’re having fun,
learning, and being a busy little girl at
La Vida. The last month in the little
girls dorm has been a buzz of activity
and year end excitement. We’ve had
bike riding games, slumber parties out
on the deck on a warmer night, lizard
and lady bug hunts, popsicle making
and eating fun, crafting for teachers
gifts, a big birthday party bash for all
the girls with summer birthdays, year
end water balloon tosses and balloon
popping party, special worships with
Ms. Dorie and Pastor Steve, and of
course little Audi’s kindergarten graduation to decorate and plan for.

Meet Our Students

Meet two beautiful sisters who attend the middle grade classroom at La
Vida Mission Academy, Lyriah and Brianna. They’re soon to finish their second year here. Lyriah is a seventh grader and Brianna is finishing up sixth
grade. These girls have eight other siblings, older and
younger, who attend other schools. Both sisters live in
the older girls dorm here on campus during the school
week and on occasion stay over a weekend.
Lyriah is compassionate and great with the younger
children. She likes babysitting and Navajo burgers. She
dreams of being a cop one day. Her favorite color is
blue and she enjoys science class.
Brianna is a creative young lady who loves to
reorganize rooms and build fun tents. She’s unsure
of her favorite subject but she likes Barbies, coloring,
planting, arguing with her dorm parent and the color
purple.
Please pray for these girls and their family to desire
to know Jesus more.
April Wright

Look for
more pictures
in next month’s
issue.

Ms. Dorie came and shared about
opening our hearts door to Jesus
knocking. She brought pictures of
Jesus knocking at a door. The girls all
wanted a copy so the next week when
she came she brought copies and
taught us a song about Satan knocking at our hearts door, also. We sang
it and talked about opening to Jesus
and telling Satan “No, No” up until the
very last day of school. As summer
starts and we’re missing the smiling
faces of little girls, we’re thankful Jesus is still knocking and watching over
us all this summer.
April Wright
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