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Second chance for life
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Dogs taken from shelters in Ohio and Kentucky arriving at Essex County Airport to be cared for by families in North Jersey.

Pilots arrive with dogs rescued from tornado zone
By MATTHEW McGRATH
STAFF WRITER

FAIRFIELD — Eight dogs — rescued from
shelters in the tornado-ravaged Midwest
and bound for Bergen County foster homes
— arrived at the Essex County Airport on
Wednesday evening.
The airlift was organized by Pet ResQ Inc.
of Tenafly, working with Pilots- N-Paws, a
diffuse network of more than 11,000 pilots
and animal rescuers throughout the country.
The dogs — three poodles, a bichon, a
spaniel mix, a Cavalier King Charles, a Shih
Tzu and a long-haired Chihuahua — were
taken from shelters in parts of Ohio and
Kentucky where tornadoes caused extensive
damage last week.
The dogs faced euthanasia to make room
for other animals that were displaced when
their homes were damaged or destroyed,
said Robyn Urman, president of Pet ResQ.
Most of the dogs airlifted on Wednesday had
been surrendered by their owners, she said.
“Each dog you rescue, you save two,”
Urman said. “Every cage you open makes
room for another dog.”
The journey hit a snag on Wednesday
afternoon when Jack Merritt, a PilotsN-Paws volunteer, encountered engine
trouble as he prepared to take off for New
Jersey from Harrisburg, Pa.

“He was loaded up and ready to go,” said
Ron Henderson, another Pilots- N-Paws
volunteer who had flown the dogs to
Harrisburg from Gallipolis, Ohio, earlier
Wednesday. “During his preflight takeoff
check, he didn’t like the sound of the engine.”
Henderson loaded the dogs into his plane
and finished the last leg of the trip to New
Jersey.
Pilots-N-Paws founder Debbie Boies of
Landrum, S.C., said the organization has
ferried more than 10,000 animals the past
four years.
“The flow is mainly from south to north,”
Henderson said.
Pet ResQ is an informal collection of foster
families that Urman and her friend Lois
Robbins of Dumont have recruited. They
are raising money to open a shelter, but they
only have about 10 percent of the $750,000
they need to begin. Pet ResQ locates and
selects dogs from shelters throughout the
South because Urman and her volunteers
fear that stray and unwanted, but adoptable,
dogs will be put down. Urman said she
hopes that the owners of animals picked
up in the Midwest in the aftermath of last
week’s storms eventually will be able to
reclaim their dogs.
Not every airlift rescue story has a happy
ending. Four shepherd-mix puppies recently
flown to New Jersey from South Carolina

were euthanized because the puppies had
been exposed to distemper before they
could be vaccinated, said Tracy Cullen, a Pet
ResQ volunteer. The group spent $12,000 on
medical care for the dogs, including the cost
of euthanizing them.
All the dogs flown to New Jersey on
Wednesday are bound for foster homes in
Bergen County. They arrived a bit skittish,
dirty and shaggy, but they warmed up to
Urman and the other volunteers, who fed
the dogs slices of turkey breast and gave
them water.
An additional 19 dogs are expected to
arrive in Phillipsburg on Saturday by ground
transport, and as many as six more dogs will
arrive at Essex County Airport on Sunday.
Luciana Cacchetti, one of the volunteers
fostering the dogs, said she has taken in 10
dogs in the past 11 months.
“You get so much back,” Cacchetti said.
“You get so much unconditional love from
them, and to know that they could have
been killed and you watch
them leave and do so
well — it’s so
rewarding.”
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