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A study this year by IMA World Health found that,

"81% of pastors said they would take appropriate
actions to reduce sexual and domestic violence if they

had the training and resources to do so."*

As a domestic violence and/or sexual assault advocate serving a rural
community, you already know how important faith leaders can be. Victims often
turn to faith leaders for help. If they are shut down, blamed, or disbelieved, they
may not reach out again.

Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership Against Domestic Violence would like to help
you bring faith leaders into the conversation about sexual and domestic violence
in rural communities in order to support victims in a safe, coordinated manner.

We are happy to announce that Safe Havens has just been awarded funding
from the Office on Violence Against Women to provide technical assistance for
rural advocates and training for faith leaders in 18 rural communities over the
next 3 years. The participants (advocates and faith leaders) from your
community will then be invited to join other communities in a regional
conference where we will learn more, network, and talk about next steps.

If you think your community could benefit from stronger partnerships between
advocates and local faith leaders, please contact Alyson at 6179513980 or
amkatzman@interfaithpartners.org. Our job is to make your work easier, and
this training and technical assistance could do just that. We are excited to hear
from you and look forward to working with you to build safer, more supportive
communities for victims and survivors.

Please explore our work and resources at www.interfaithpartners.org.

Thank you for the invaluable and critical work you do every day!

*IMA World Health & Sojourners (2014). Broken Silence: A Call for Churches to Speak Out.
Protestant Pastors Survey on Sexual and Domestic Violence, p. 2.
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