
MINUTES REGULAR SOAP LAKE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

July 20, 2016 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Gravelle called the regular council meeting to order at 5:30 pm and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
Council members present: Glassco, Brown, Tramayne, Rushton, Lair, Wellein and Sanderson 
City Attorney Katherine Kenison present 
City Staff Members Present: Finance Director Hand, City Planner Piercy, Sergeant Cox, and 
Officer Diaz 

AGENDA ITEMS 
➢ CONSENT AGENDA 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes – July 6, 2016 
 Claims EFTs & Claims  
 Payroll EFTs & Payroll  
 Treasurer’s Report 

➢ MAYOR’S MESSAGE  
➢ PUBLIC COMMENT 
➢ OLD BUSINESS 

A.  Upper Pressure Zone Modifications 
➢ NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Smokiam Campground Reservations and Marketing 
B.  Senior Opportunity Association, Inc. (Soap Lake Community & Senior Center) 
C.  Elder Park Bid Specifications 
D.  Soap Lake Mineral Water Pump Replacement 

➢ REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Parks Committee 

➢ REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
➢ REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS 
➢ NEXT ORDINANCE 1233, NEXT RESOLUTION 839 
➢ COMMENTS 
➢ EXECUTIVE SESSION – PENDING LITIGATION 
➢ ADJOURNMENT 

CONSENT AGENDA 
M /Lair, S /Sanderson; to approve consent agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 

MAYOR’S MESSAGE 
Highlighted the MRSC handout on a budget course being offered in Leavenworth during August 
2016. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Ralph Allen – McKay Healthcare Administrator – attended the Sheriff’s Town Hall Meeting in 
Lakeview on 7/19/2016.  Expressed thanks to the city police on a job well done and noted how 
the police dept. has improved over the past few years. 



Trudy Black – 42 S. Hemlock – Stated Soap Lake has an awesome police department.  Asked that 
all the trees in Veteran’s Park (Elder Park) not be taken down at one time.  Suggested part be 
taken out and new trees planted.  When new plantings are established, remove and replant 
other trees.   

Allen Dupuy – 43 N Evergreen – also attended the Sheriff’s meeting.  Agreed with Sheriff Jones 
statement that everyone is trying to work together, please be patient with the adjustments in 
coverage.  He also met with Sgt. Cox on 7/20/16.  He noted that Sgt. Cox has some good ideas 
concerning the police force and encourage officers to take time and meet the public. 

Burr Beckwith – 39 N Dogwood – reported on his attendance of the Sheriff’s Town Hall Meeting.  
Thought the meeting was productive.  Promoted police presence and responsiveness for Soap 
Lake. 

Marlene – Soap Lake City Library – reported the library had 2,160 patrons in June.  Summer 
reading program has approx. 130 signed up.  Several presentations and events are planned 
through the summer.  She will get a list to Councilperson Tramayne for posting on the city 
website.   

Bill Gardner – 621 W Main – Thanked the police department for their work.  At his request, a 
moment of silence was observed for the police officers who lost their lives in the line of duty 
this past week. 

Eileen Beckwith – 39 N Dogwood – appreciated the message from Sgt. Cox regarding the loss of 
police officers across the country.  She reported that Ace Hardware in Ephrata has blue lights 
available for support of police. 

OLD BUSINESS 
A.  Upper Pressure Zone Modifications – Councilperson Glassco reported he met with Ifiber.  The 
news channel would like to do a story on how the Upper Zone works.  A bid should be available 
by next council meeting from Wire 2 Water for the repairs. The contractor, Kirk Youngers, will 
be in attendance at the Aug. 3, 2016 meeting.  There was some confusion as to Wire 2 Water 
being on the cities small works roster.  Staff reported the contractor is on the Small Works 
Roster with MRSC.  Councilperson Glassco reported the need for the repairs come from the 
panel somehow being left out of previous scopes of work for the Upper Pressure Zone.   

NEW BUSINESS 
Smokiam Campground Reservations and Marketing – Councilperson Tramayne reported she is 
working on transferring the city website to a new website host that will allow for reservations 
for the city campground.  Many travelers prefer having a guaranteed place to stop for the 
night.  The site should be changed within the month.    

B.  Attorney Katherine Kenison reported on the lease with the Senior Center.  The lease is long 
term and predates ADA requirements.  The lease expires in 2021, so now would be an 
appropriate time to meet with representatives from the Senior Center to define the scope of 
issues, upgrades, and repairs needed for the building.  Planner Piercy noted that the city may 
want to consider upgrading all city buildings to ADA standards.  He will survey all city buildings 
and bring his suggestions back to council. 



C.  Elder Park Bid Specifications – item tabled due to questions about the bids from Attorney 
Kenison.   

D.  Soap Lake Mineral Water Pump Replacement – Mayor Gravelle suggested the city look 
forward to the future regarding continued offerings of the lake’s mineral water to local hotels 
and residents.  The future of the lake will require conservation and preservation efforts, which 
will most likely entail costs to the city.  It was suggested the council look at the rate structure 
to plan and prepare for the Mineral Water System in the future.  Staff is working on a financial 
report for the Mineral Water portion of the water fund.  Councilperson Glassco stated the main 
impact of the dilution of the lake is due to Bureau of Reclamation canals in the area seeping 
into the lake.   

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Parks Committee – Cindy Ray explained why the committee wishes to go to bid on the project 
instead of using the small works roster.  Andy Kovach prepared the bids.  Cindy, Mayor Gravelle, 
and Attorney Kenison will meet to discuss the bid revisions.  The project has a tight timeline, 
so it is imperative the bids be approved by the city attorney as quickly as possible.  The old 
restroom has been demolished.  Public Works will move the hookups for the new restroom.  
PUD has been contacted to install pads and outlets.  A sign is being ordered to highlight the 
renovations being made to the park.  The parks committee is considering a flyer to handout to 
the community.  Chairman Ray again restated the reason for removing all the trees in the park 
at one time.  This decision was not an easy one to make, but after consulting arborists and 
master gardeners, and taking the age of the trees into consideration, the decision was to 
remove all the trees and plant more disease and pest resistant varieties.  The park boundary 
lines have been clarified.  The park is actually larger than first thought, even with adding 
sidewalks and parking spaces.  A dog waste station has been added to the project.  ADA rules 
for the restroom were addressed. Planner Piercy will provide the guidelines for ADA 
requirements.  Grant County Health District has funding available through tobacco funds for 
cities that designate their parks ‘non-smoking’.  Council suggested the committee pursue the 
funding.  Local high school students are looking for a community project and will be meeting 
with fifth grade students about a vision for play equipment for the parks.  Chairman Ray will be 
attending an Aug. 10th trail grant hearing in Olympia.  The park committee is considering a 
community picnic, movie night, or soccer day for the new park.  Chairman Ray asked council 
members to recommend names for the new park.  Paul Lauzier Foundation has contributed the 
bulk of the money, so will have final naming rights.  It was suggested by Councilperson Lair the 
park be named ‘Paul Lauzier Veteran’s Memorial Park’ since the park is known locally as 
Veteran’s Park. 

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS 
City Planner Piercy apologized for not having the Cottage Home presentation ready.  He is 
working on it and it will be ready by the Aug. 3, 2016 council meeting.  Planner Piercy reported 
that the property on Daisy has been revised for a 4 plex.  Plans have been approved, 
inspections made, and repairs for weather damage has been made.  The contractor is moving 
forward with the construction. 

Sergeant Cox presented the June 2016 stats to council.  He noted that only felony arrests are 
being made by officers due to Grant County Jail being at capacity.  The vehicle needing the 
motor replaced is in the shop.  Another car lost the ABS but has been repaired.  Sgt. Cox 
reported on the USDA grant for a new vehicle and why his is looking at new vehicles.  The plan 



is to cycle older cars out, replace with newer vehicles, and keep the city police dept. vehicles 
current and under warranty to help keep repair costs down.  The USDA grant will be for 
$15,000, with a loan of $15,000 at 2.75% for 5 or 7 years.   
MOTION:  Accept the $15,000 grant from USDA with the balance of the vehicle to be paid by a 
combination of loan and/or city funds.  M/Glassco, S/Wellein.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Finance Director Hand requested a Finance Committee meeting.  The meeting will be Monday, 
August 1, 2016 at 2:00 pm at City Hall. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Council recessed to Executive Session at 7:00 pm.  Executive Session ended at 7:45 pm.  No 
council action was taken. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm.  M/Lair S/Sanderson Motion Carried 

              
Raymond Gravelle, Mayor     Karen S. Hand, City Clerk/Finance Director


