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COVER 
Photograph of Morris Johnson, FAICP, by Mark McGrath, AICP. 
The Utah Planner interviewed and photographed Morris, a 
retired University of Utah professor, in the fall of 2008 for an 
article entitled “Catching Up With Morris Johnson.” The article 
was part of a “special issue” published in December 2008 that 
focused on the history and status of planning education in 
Utah. 

EDITORS CORNER 
In this issue, our lead story is a somber celebration of the life and career 
of the late Morris Earl Johnson, FAICP. Whether or not you were acquaint-
ed with Morris, we hope you will appreciate our effort to honor the 
“father of planning education” in Utah. 
In the past, we have typically selected a winter or holiday image for the cov-
er of the December issue, but Mark and I felt that it was appropriate to hon-
or Morris and his legacy by selecting a recent photograph of him in the 
backyard of his home. Understandably, there are some planners who do not 
know who Morris was and why his career is worthy of respect and honor. 
However, we hope this issue will in some measure answer that question. 
While searching for information on Morris, I located an old Deseret News 
article on a local planning conference and the election of Morris as Chapter 
President. It was published May 10, 1975: 

Industries Must Help Towns with Growth, Planner Says 
Industry must take some responsibility for its costs to a community, said a 
planner of the town scheduled to be built near the Kaiparowits Power Plant. 
Sheldon P. Gans, a member of the San Francisco planning firm Marshall 
Kaplan Gans and Kahn, said Friday that as industry reaps profits from huge 
new projects, it must take some responsibility for “secondary costs,” includ-
ing housing, increased public service needs and even crime. 
Gans told the annual meeting of the Utah Chapter, American Institute of 
Planners (AIP) that there is “really little pressure and few legislative re-
quirements for companies to do anything.” 
Kane County, the location of the planned power plant, can’t afford to hire a 
county engineer or planner, Gans said, and it lacks a zoning map or ordinanc-
es to guide power developers in creating a new town. Companies do not 
want to impose their plans on an area without receiving local input, he said. 
But the planner added that some limits must be placed on responsibili-
ties of industry to a community. The firm cannot be totally responsible 
for such things as health centers, utilities or parks. 
A second speaker charged that public officials aren’t thinking through what 
effect their daily decisions have on local environment. 
William E. Glaggett, vice president of California-based Real Estate Research 
Corp., said that local governments currently are “making huge decisions” 
in their communities before formulating overall growth policies. 
Planners must do more than gather information and suggest means for 
accommodating growth, Glaggett said. “Planners must put alternatives 
in a form public officials can act upon.” 
Elected officers in the Utah AIP Chapter were Morris Johnson, a University of 
Utah instructor in geography and urban planning, president, Joseph Moore, 
Davis County planner, vice president, Mark Hafey, Salt Lake City senior plan-
ner, secretary; and Randy Deschamps, Orem City planner, treasurer. 

After reading this, I was curious about what happened to the proposed 
power plant and town—both of which were unfamiliar to me. I quickly 
located another article published April 23, 1976, by High Country News. It 
reported, “Southern California Edison has backed down from its plan to 
construct the controversial 3,000 megawatt Kaiparowits coal-fired power 
plant in central Utah, citing increasing costs, environmental constraints, 
and pending regulatory legislation.” 
Was avoidance of this potential planning debacle attributable to Morris and 
his colleagues? Probably not. But we do know that there have been—and 
are—hundreds of educated, passionate, qualified planners who have helped 
make good planning decisions because of Morris’ training, career, and lead-
ership. Thank you Morris for making Utah a better place. 
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THE CITY 

Quotable Thoughts on Cities and Urban Life 

Planning cities requires understanding life as the most perfect interrelation 
of space and time we know. Life, nature, and man are one; no meaningful 
interpretation of the history of man is possible without understanding life 
and nature, and no conception of man’s future is possible without inter-
preting nature’s past. In the planning of cities time is as important as space. 

Jorge Arango (1917-2007), The Urbanization of the Earth, published 1970 
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It is hard to imagine a time in Utah when there was no planning, no fore-
thought about the future, no organization of land uses, no building in-
spector, and no Morris Johnson. Morris fundamentally changed the Utah 
planning scene through the many contributions that he made in private 
practice, as a public servant, and as the first dedicated planning profes-
sor at the University of Utah. Morris inspired people to do better, think 
bigger, and reach toward a vibrant future. Morris passed away on De-
cember 12, 2015, at the age of 90. 

Morris received a master’s degree in City Planning from Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) back when very few from Utah even knew 
there was such a degree. He returned to Utah working in various com-
munities and then held the planning director position for some time in 
Salt Lake County. Huge zoning decisions fell under his guidance as 
much of the County was still un-zoned. He told a story about becoming 
involved in the location for an elementary school along Redwood Road, 
where he pushed to locate the school on the east side of the street 
where most of the homes were. He suggested how unsafe it could be-
come to cross Redwood Road one day, and that maybe the west side 
which already had some business development would not end up as a 
residential community. It was a lonely role in the early 60’s, to promote 
longer range thinking and he nearly lost his job. Today that school has 
low attendance, with a lot of busing, because it is in a manufacturing/
business area and Redwood Road has to be crossed by the majority of 
the students with a very expensive pedestrian overpass. 

As a few communities began to employ planners, Morris, George 
Smeath, and others thought that the small group of Utah planners 
ought to join together to create a network for good planning. APA’s pre-
decessor, the American Institute of Planners (AIP), recognized the group 
in 1974 and Morris became vice president. George Smeath was the first 
president, and then the next year Morris became president of the organ-
ization that now has grown to approximately 600 members. 

Morris was a great communicator and realized that the “U” needed 
someone to teach planning. As the first real planner (with actual plan-
ning experience) hired by the U initially as part of the Architecture De-
partment and eventually transferred over to Geography, he laid out mul-
ti-disciplinary programs for planning students to pursue. He made sure 
that his students had economics, engineering, architecture, transporta-
tion, geology, statistics and a variety of geography classes. He started 

Our Utah Planning Pioneer 
Morris Earl Johnson, FAICP 

1925-2015 
by John Janson, AICP | Gene Carr, FAICP 

Elected and Appointed Officials Chair | Chapter Historian 
j_janson@comcast.net | ecmkc@msn.com 
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JOHNSON (continued from previous page) 

Get your name out there. 
The Utah Planner is read by over 600 planners and policy makers every month, 
including the most influential members of our profession. What better way to 
get your name out there? 
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 MICHAEL MALOY, AICP, CO-EDITOR michael.maloy@slcgov.com • (801) 535-7118 
 MARK McGRATH, AICP, CO-EDITOR mmcgrath@taylorsvilleut.gov • (801) 963-5400 

PUBLISH 
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the planning practicum where student groups worked with a communi-
ty to produce a plan—sometimes a one topic study, sometimes a gen-
eral plan, and sometimes a project that never got finished. The U was on 
a quarter system in those days and such projects were hard to complete 
in three months! Can you imagine having to type everything on an old 
typewriter, sketching or gluing “graphics” (not quite up to today’s stand-
ards!) onto the pages, white out to correct mistakes (or having to retype 
the whole page), and then copying on a copier that took about five 
minutes a page? 

Morris inspired planners to learn and take the next step. He helped stu-
dents get internships, encouraged them to get certified degrees, and 
helped them get their first job. He worked at the U till he retired in 1987. 
He reached out to communities to help them understand the value of 
planning through educational materials and personal visits. He literally 
started the outreach effort to citizen planners that now is entrenched in 
APA Utah, the Utah League of Cities and Towns, and The Office of the 
Property Rights Ombudsman. 

In his honor, APA Utah occasionally grants the Morris Johnson Award to 
individuals who have provided significant and unique planning contri-
butions to Utah. This award—given by the Chapter he started—
recognizes planners that have gone beyond their general responsibilities 
to encourage good planning throughout the State. Recipients need to 
have made those contributions consistently for a long time. Morris ac-
complished leading the way for planning in Utah through a life of ser-
vice—service to his friends, service to his church, and service to his plan-
ning community. 



Obituary 

Morris Earl Johnson, FAICP 
1925 - 2015 

Deseret News | The Salt Lake Tribune 

Morris Earl Johnson was born March 23, 1925 to Edwin Earl and Pauline 
Morris Johnson. Morris passed away peacefully while surrounded by his 
family on December 12, 2015. 

He married Elaine Rawlings in the Salt Lake Temple on June 25, 1948. 
Morris graduated from Utah State University and attended Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Boston where he earned a master's 
degree in City Planning. 

Morris served his country in World War II as an officer in the Army Air 
Corps. After receiving his commission and wings he served as a flight 
instructor. 

Morris was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
He loved the Lord and served in various capacities in the church. As a 
missionary he served with his wife, Elaine, in Hawaii, Minnesota, and in 
the Salt Lake Inner City Mission. 

Everything Morris did had a touch of excellence. In his professional life he 
made contributions in revitalizing downtown Salt Lake City. As a profes-
sor at the University of Utah, he had the respect of all he taught and 
trained. Morris had a gift of artistic expression, and he enjoyed making 
jewelry for family and friends. He was a compassionate and loving father 
who always had a listening ear. 

He is survived by his wife, Elaine, and children: Kent (Celeste) Johnson, 
Kathy (Jeff) Karren, Teri (Brad) Jensen, Todd Johnson, and William 
(Andrea) Johnson, as well as many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Morris is preceded in death by a granddaughter, Melanie. 

Funeral services will be held at 11:00am on Friday December 18, 2015, at 
the Valley View 4th Ward, 2125 East Evergreen Avenue (3435 South). 
Friends may visit with the family on Thursday evening from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm at the Holbrook Mortuary, 3251 South 2300 East, and at the 
church on Friday morning from 9:30am to 10:30am at the church. Inter-
ment: Salt Lake City Cemetery. In lieu of flowers the family suggests con-
tributions be made to the Primary Children's Medical Center. On line 
memories and tributes can be posted for the family at 
www.holbrookmortuary.com  

Obituary published in The Salt Lake Tribune and Deseret News from 
December 15 to December 16, 2015. 
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Morris Earl Johnson, FAICP, urban planner, 
and founding faculty member of the 

urban planning degree program at 
the University of Utah  

March 23, 1925 - December 12, 2015 



City & Metropolitan Planning 

In Memoriam: Morris Earl Johnson, FAICP 
 

by Keith Bartholomew, Interim Chair 
Department of City & Metropolitan Planning, University of Utah 

bartholomew@arch.utah.edu 
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GIVE BACK 

“We at the College of Architecture + Planning learned of the sad news of 
the passing of Morris Earl Johnson, founding faculty member of the Uni-
versity of Utah Department of City & Metropolitan Planning on Decem-
ber 12, 2015. He will be greatly missed, and our thoughts are with the 
Johnson family and also all of those who were touched by his presence.” 

It is with great sadness that I (personally) learned of Morris’s passing. 
Morris is one of the founders of the planning program at the University 
of Utah, a program that I now have the honor of directing. The seeds that 
Morris sowed have grown into an internationally recognized Depart-
ment of City & Metropolitan Planning, with an undergrad major, two 
master’s degrees, and a PhD program. More than 200 students call our 
department home each year, and our graduates are engaging with com-
munities all over the U.S. and around the globe. Without Morris, none of 
this would have happened. We honor and remember Morris each time 
we gather for a meeting in the Morris Johnson Conference Room in our 
department offices. 

On behalf of the University of Utah Department of City & Metropolitan 
Planning, we offer condolences to Morris’s family and our gratitude for 
his life, creativity, and generosity. 

Eugene Carr Endowment Fund 
By donating to the Eugene Carr Endowment Fund for urban planning college 
scholarships you are not only investing in the future of our profession, but also in the 
future of our communities. 

For more information email Bridget Miller, Administrative Officer, City & Metropolitan 
Planning Department, at bridget.miller@arch.utah.edu 

Utah Chapter 
American Planning Association 

Morris Johnson in University of Utah class. Pho-
tograph courtesy Gene Carr, FAICP (circa 1980) 



Envision Utah and a Vision for the Future 
 

by Ari Bruening, JD, AICP 
Chief Operating Officer, Envision Utah 

ari@envisionutah.org 

Thirty-five years from now, nearly twice as many people will call Utah 
home. This growth will affect everything from our neighborhoods, cities, 
and roadways to our economy, our parks and trails, our natural re-
sources, and our environment. But Utahns have high expectations for the 
future. We believe that Utah can get better even as our population gets 
bigger.  

To that end, Envision Utah and Governor Gary Herbert recently released the 
Your Utah, Your Future vision for 2050 (see www.yourutahyourfuture.org). 
The vision paints a clear picture for the future of the state—both in terms of 
what Utahns want the future to be, and what we can all do to get there. It 
covers 11 topics and is built on the work of 400 of Utah’s experts in those 
topics as well as the collective input of more than 52,000 Utahns. 

The Vision  

Utahns envision a future in which their state and communities are: 

 Safe, secure, and resilient 
 Prosperous 
 Neighborly, fair, and caring 
 Healthy, beautiful, and clean 

There are hundreds of things we could all do to achieve this vision and 
the vision for each of the 11 topics. But the most important and all-
encompassing strategies boil down to just four core strategies, or imple-
mentation cornerstones, to make the vision a reality.  

First, we need to ensure our communities are convenient by bringing 
destinations close to where people live and providing a variety of hous-
ing options. A network of walkable city and town centers (picture the 
Main Streets we used to build) can make it more convenient to drive 
short distances, walk, bike or take public transportation. And a variety of 
housing types—from apartments to single family homes on a variety of 
lot sizes—will make our communities vibrant and affordable. 

Second, we need to ensure our homes, buildings, cars, and landscaping 
are safe, clean, and efficient. Lower-emission homes, buildings, and cars 
can significantly improve our air quality, and with the right design our 
houses and businesses can withstand an earthquake. Water-wise land-
scaping can reduce our water use so that we have plenty for other needs 
like growing food and accommodating community growth. 

Third, we need to ensure we foster economic growth outside the urban 
area of the state to ensure we also have a thriving rural Utah. A diverse 
economy built on a balanced variety of industries and land uses can help 
ensure that children don’t need to leave the community to make a living. 

(continued on next page) 
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ENVISION (continued from previous page) 

Fourth, we need to ensure our education system prepares Utahns for the 
jobs and challenges of the future. With early childhood education, high-
quality teachers, student assessments and assistance, and affordable post
-high school education, we can have a workforce that attracts employers 
and spurs innovation, leading to a prosperous economy. 

Those four things—better neighborhoods and communities, better 
buildings and cars, better economic growth in rural Utah, and better edu-
cation across the state—will get Utah to the future we all said we want to 
see. 

In addition to these four implementation cornerstones, there are specific 
goals and strategies for each of the 11 topics. This gives us a clear path 
forward. 

A Network of Quality Communities 

One of the four implementation cornerstones is particularly relevant to 
planners. Developing a network of quality communities is a core imple-
mentation strategy that takes advantage of synergistic opportunities 
across the 11 topic areas. Building a network of walkable Main Streets 
and town and village centers will lead to greater travel convenience as 
destinations are close to home; improved air quality through less driving; 
better physical and mental health as people walk and bike more; reduced 
water demand as yards become smaller; more agricultural land and wa-
ter, as well as open space, as urban development becomes more com-
pact; and decreased household costs for housing and transportation.  

Two ongoing market changes in Utah offer tremendous opportunities to 
establish a strong pattern of centers. First, residential development is 
becoming more compact with smaller yards and more attached dwelling 
units. That means more housing can be built in and around new or re-
stored centers. Second, increases in online shopping are leading to a de-
crease in the amount of retail-store space per person. That means current 
shopping centers will be available for mixed-use areas that include hous-
ing. 

An effective pattern of centers will have the following characteristics: 

 A variety of centers. Having a range of centers at different scales al-
lows communities to incorporate all the destinations and services 
that people need to access. The size, location, and components of 
these centers vary and are determined by market needs, with differ-
ent types of businesses and public services requiring different sizes 
of market areas. 

 A mix of uses in each center. Centers that mix land uses have two 
distinct benefits. First, mixed-use centers can significantly shorten 
the distance people have to travel to get to their destinations. As a 
result, people can enjoy shorter drives and the convenience of walk-
ing, biking, or public transportation. Second, including housing in 
these centers provides restaurants and other businesses with regular 
patrons. Centers should also be vibrant places of culture where peo-
ple experience beauty, learning, and a sense of community. 

 Many centers everywhere. To be most effective, centers need to be 
close to where people live. Therefore, centers must be as close to-
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gether as the market will permit but also widely distributed 
throughout urban and suburban areas so they are easily accessible 
to everyone. When the pattern of centers consists of only larger cen-
ters that are too spread out, traveling becomes inconvenient and 
people must drive long distances to reach destinations. 

 Convenience for driving, walking, biking, or taking public transpor-
tation. Centers need to be easily accessible. The convenience of 
traveling—including driving, biking, walking, and taking public 
transportation—in and to these centers is therefore important. An 
interconnected network of streets, like the street grids in many Utah 
pioneer communities, provides more direct walking routes and dis-
perses traffic. “Complete streets,” those designed for a variety of 
transportation modes, also improve the safety and convenience of 
traveling. Front doors that access the street rather than a parking lot 
also significantly improve pedestrian convenience. When people 
can walk or bike conveniently, they can also access public transpor-
tation more easily. 

 A network of centers connected by public transportation and roads. 
Interconnecting centers is critical. These connections should be 
made in a variety of ways to provide multiple travel options. Both 
roads and public transportation should be designed to provide con-
venient access to destinations. By expanding the public transporta-
tion system and placing stations in mixed-use centers, more Utahns 
can conveniently access public transportation.  

 An interconnected network of parks and trails. An interconnected 
network of parks, trails, and natural areas in and between communi-
ties provides places for recreation, as well as corridors for travel to 
and within centers. In addition, these networks of open space pro-
vide habitat, reduce urban heat island, and help control, absorb, and 
clean stormwater runoff. 

 A variety of housing types. A full mix of housing options includes 
apartments, accessory dwellings, townhomes, duplexes, and single-
family homes. Providing a variety of housing types in each commu-
nity that matches market demand will allow more people to find 
housing they want and can afford.  

 Development that avoids hazardous areas and critical lands. Where 
we build our homes, businesses, and communities can play a huge 
role in how vulnerable we are to disasters. High-risk locations in-
clude fault lines, liquefaction zones, rockfall or landslide areas, flood-
plains, and the wildland-urban interface (where there is an increased 
risk of forest fires). In addition, where we locate new development 
can determine how much prime agricultural land, important wildlife 
habitats, or key watershed areas are lost to urbanization.  

We can maintain a thriving state and an enviable quality of life even as 
we grow, and we have a roadmap to get there. It will take all of us work-
ing together to make it a reality, but Utahns are willing to do their part. 

We invite you to visit envisionutah.org to learn about the vision for 2050, 
and see what you can do to make it a reality. You’ll find tools and educa-
tional materials that you can use. Urban Center 

Town Center 

Neighborhood Center 

Village Center 



Making the Invisible Visible 
 

by Bryan Tonetti 
Co-Director, Seven Canyons Trust 
sevencanyonstrust@gmail.com 

As urbanization gripped the Salt Lake Valley in the mid to late-20th century, por-
tions of the seven main tributaries of the Jordan River were buried under the city. 
Replacing green with grey, the creeks were traded for bricks and mortar. Gone 
were the natural, open space veins transporting clean drinking water, as well as, 
fish, mammals, and birds from the Wasatch Mountains to the Jordan River. Gone 
were the ecosystem services, nutrient retention, flood mitigation, and erosion 
control to name a few, that these creeks provided. 

Daylighting, planning jargon for bringing back to the surface an underground 
creek in a culvert, is being utilized across the country to reverse this burial. Like 
zombies in an apocalypse, creeks are coming back from the dead. Instead of eat-
ing brains, these daylighted creeks are bringing restored water quality to down-
stream waters, critical Vitamin N for nature-starved, urban residents, and revitali-
zation and economic investment in neglected areas. 

The Seven Canyons Trust is a new nonprofit in Utah. Its mission? To daylight and 
rehabilitate the seven canyons creeks, restoring heath and beauty to the hydrol-
ogy of the Salt Lake Valley. These seven canyon creeks include, City, Red Butte, 
Emigration, Parley’s, Mill, Big Cottonwood and Little Cottonwood. Started in a 
University of Utah Urban Planning capstone course, the Seven Canyons Trust has 
moved out of the classroom, along with its vision and ideas for daylighting the 
21 miles of creek that lay buried throughout the Salt Lake Valley. Its visioning 
document, 100 Years of Daylighting, chronicles daylighting strategies over a 
time period of 100 years, the amount of time expected to complete its mission. 

Three Creeks Park is the site of the convergence of three creeks, Red Butte, Emi-
gration, and Parley’s, and the Jordan River. What sits on the current site? A dead-
end segment of the 1300 South right-of-way, impervious concrete all the way to 
the Jordan, and encroachment from adjacent private property. From Liberty Park 
pond, the last time you can see the waters of Red Butte and Emigration Creeks, 
these creeks run underneath 1300 South, meeting an underground Parley’s 
Creek at State Street. At 1300 South and west of 900 West, these three creeks 
deposit sediment, urban water run-off, and various other pollutants directly into 
the Jordan River. 

From a pilot project in its vision document, the Seven Canyons Trust has pushed 
the Three Creeks Park project from the classroom onto the radar of many stake-
holders. With the acquisition of $70,000 of Community Development Block Grant 
funds, Salt Lake City’s Parks & Public Lands will begin the design and planning of 
Three Creeks Park. Another $24,000 from the Jordan River Commission’s Jordan 
River Assistance Fund has sparked additional movement. The nearby Sorenson 
Unity Center has dubbed Three Creeks Park its “gateway to the Jordan River,” 
with a mission of getting children and their families immersed in nature. With the 
acquisition of $5,000 from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Sorenson 
Unity Center plans to do art-pieces signifying the importance of this confluence. 
The Seven Canyons Trust has worked to engage the community in the project, 
creating an urban intervention and Jane Jacobs Walk to facilitate exploration of 
the property, using chalk to make the invisible visible and draw needed attention 
to this potential amenity. 

To learn more about the Seven Canyons Trust and its mission to daylight the 
seven canyons creeks, visit www.sevencanyonstrust.org or follow 
@sevencanyonstrust on Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook. Sign up for the 
Daylighting Quarterly or help support Seven Canyons Trust by donating now! 

UTAH PLANNER December 2015 9 

http://www.sevencanyonstrust.org/�
https://www.instagram.com/sevencanyonstrust/�
https://twitter.com/7CanyonsTrust�
https://www.facebook.com/SevenCanyonsTrust�
http://eepurl.com/bBZitz�
https://secure.squarespace.com/commerce/donate?donatePageId=546bbac3e4b0854f9d3a76bf�


UDOT Seeks NEPA Assignment 
 

by Elizabeth Giraud, AICP 
UDOT Architectural Historian 

egiraud@utah.gov 

The Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT), in partnership with the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is pursuing the opportunity to 
assume federal responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA). Since 1969, FHWA has had specific responsibilities under NEPA 
for certain road projects in Utah. Now a federal law called the Surface 
Transportation Project Delivery Program allows the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to assign—and a state to assume—FHWA’s responsibilities 
under NEPA. These responsibilities apply to environmental reviews, con-
sultation and other actions required under other federal environmental 
laws such as the Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act and the 
National Historic Preservation Act. 

UDOT’s responsibilities would include not only overseeing the preparation 
of environmental assessments (EA) and environmental impact statements 
(EIS), but also approving decision documents and consulting directly with 
resource agencies. 

So what does this really mean? 

What the NEPA assignment means is that UDOT would be solely responsi-
ble and liable for NEPA decisions on assigned highway and local roadway 
projects in the state. UDOT will be required to defend any claims in a fed-
eral court. The program transfers FHWA’s NEPA responsibilities directly to 
UDOT; it doesn’t change or weaken federal environmental protection 
standards.  

What are the advantages of reassigning NEPA responsibility to UDOT? 

UDOT’s assumption of NEPA responsibilities from FHWA would provide a 
more efficient environmental review process and increase the focus on 
local decision-making. Since 2008, UDOT has successfully participated in a 
similar FHWA program for environmental documents processed as cate-
gorical exclusions under NEPA. Under the proposed NEPA assignment, 
UDOT’s responsibility would be elevated to full responsibility for EAs and 
EISes. 

UDOT will continue to maintain current high standards for environmental 
reviews and collaboration. FHWA will regularly conduct in-depth audits of 
UDOT’s performance, and FHWA retains final authority and may revoke 
the program if UDOT does not perform to the required standards.  

Will FHWA continue to have any involvement in UDOT’s programs? 

Certainly. FHWA’s responsibilities will include: 

 Air quality conformity determinations 
 Statewide and metropolitan planning decisions 
 Government-to-government consultation with tribal nations 
 Engineering decisions and technical assistance 
 Program-level training, guidance, and policy assistance 

Assuming UDOT’s application for NEPA assignment is successful, 
when will the program begin? 

UDOT’s goal is to receive NEPA assignment in the spring of 2016. 
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Upcoming Events for 
Utah Planners 

This Changes Everything—Utah Film Center 
Inspired by Naomi Klein’s international non-fiction bestseller, this film is an epic attempt to reimagine the vast challenge of climate change. 
January 5, 2016 at 7:00 PM MST 
Nancy Tessman Auditorium at the Salt Lake City Public Library, 210 E 400 South, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Free event. For more information: www.utahfilmcenter.org 
Municipal Officials Training—Utah League of Cities and Towns 
Utah State University, 5055 Old Main Hill, Logan, Utah 
January 9, 2016, from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM MST 
$40 registration fee includes a copy of 2015 Powers & Duties Handbook 
For more information: www.ulct.org/land-use/regional-training-events/newly-elected-training-series/ 
Physical and Cyber Security for Planners: Using COIN, a National Information Sharing Infrastructure for Local Government—APA Webcast Series 
January 15, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MST 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit pending 
Troublemakers: The Story of Land Art—Utah Film Center 
History of land art in the tumultuous late 60s and early 70s when renegade New York artists sought to produce earthworks on a monumental scale. 
January 16, 2016 at 7:00 PM MST 
Utah Museum of Fine Art, 410 Campus Center Drive, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Free event. For more information: www.utahfilmcenter.org 
The Smart Location Calculator: New Tool for Measuring Social & Environmental Benefits of Workplace Location Efficiency—APA Webcast Series 
January 22, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MST 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit pending 
Can Nature and Cities Coexist?—APA Webcast Series 
January 29, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MST 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit pending 
Michael Maltzan, Founder and Principal of Michael Maltzan Architecture—School of Architecture Lecture Series 
January 27, 2016. Lecture begins at 4:00 PM MST 
College of Architecture + Planning, 375 S 1530 East, Room 127, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.cap.utah.edu 

Mark your calendars now… 
Anne G. Mooney, Associate Professor and Principal Architect of Sparano + Mooney Architecture—School of Architecture Lecture Series 
February 26, 2016. Lecture begins at 4:00 PM MST 
College of Architecture + Planning, 375 S 1530 East, Room 127, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.cap.utah.edu 
Emilie Taylor, Architect and Tulane City Center Design/Build Manager—School of Architecture Lecture Series 
March 2, 2016. Lecture begins at 4:00 PM MST 
College of Architecture + Planning, 375 S 1530 East, Room 127, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.cap.utah.edu 
2016 Utah Preservation Conference—Utah Heritage Foundation 
March 31-April 1, 2016 
Officer’s Club at Fort Douglas, 150 S Fort Douglas Blvd, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.utahheritagefoundation.com 
2016 National Planning Conference—APA 
April 2-5, 2016 
Phoenix Convention Center, 100 N 3rd Street, Phoenix, Arizona 
For more information: www.planning.org/conference/ 
AICP CM credits available 
Midyear Conference—Utah League of Cities and Towns 
April 6-8, 2016 
Dixie Center, 1835 South Convention Center Drive, St George, Utah 
For more information: www.ulct.org/ulct/training/ 
2016 Spring Conference | Planning Resources—Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association 
May 19-20, 2016 
Uintah Basin Conference Center, 313 E 200 South, Vernal, Utah 
For more information: e-mail Judi Pickell, Chapter Administrator, at admin@apautah.org 
AICP CM credits pending 
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