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IMPROVE YOUR WRITING, LECTURE 1: STYLE AND PUNCTUATION 
In school, at university and in all careers involving written communication, it is important to be able 

to write well. We want to get our message across clearly and be seen as trustworthy, convincing and 

competent. This lecture series will deal with academic writing in the form of argumentative essays, 

and the first lecture will focus on style and punctuation. 

1. Style 
Many different styles: poetic, technical, old-fashioned, modern, literary, dry, florid…  

An important dimension: formality. 

 

         informal                                         neutral                                              formal 

 

Argumentative essays / academic writing: on the formal side (neutral/semi-formal/formal) 

 

Important features of formal texts: 

 choice of formal and precise words (and less repetition of general words) 

 use of formal linking words (however, moreover, nevertheless, firstly, secondly, etc.) 

 avoidance of contractions (she’s, wouldn’t, I’m, etc.) 

 little use of I/we/you, 

 longer and more complex sentences 

 more use of passives 

 reference to sources 

 

Exercise 1.1: Provide informal and formal words matching the neutral ones in meaning 
 

Informal Neutral Formal 
 

 
to die  

 

 
crazy, mad  

 

 
money  

 

 
big, large, great  

(Based on exercise in Lysvåg and Stenbrenden 2014: 24) 

 

Lexical teddy bears: words with neutral and general meaning which are often overused. They may 

make the writing seem repetitive and immature and lack precision. 

 

Exercise 1.2: Find alternatives to the lexical teddy bears in the sentences below (big, a lot) 
 

a. I also believe that a big part of the reason why English is used more in Norway… 

b. A lot of cultural events and so on are centered in places where English is used. 

c. They are affected by social media, and for this reason they use a lot of abbreviations. 

d. Studying communication has helped me a lot. 

 

Exercise 1.3: Find the informal features and correct them to more neutral or formal 

expressions 
 

a. It’s a lot to take in I get it. 

b. She needs help all the time and I mean all the time. 

c. I guess the daughter didn’t want to tell her mother. 

d. She’s my age too, and I can’t seem to figure it out. 
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2. Punctuation 
What does punctuation do? 

• Contributes to meaning 

• Organizes the text 

Using correct punctuation 

• Helps the reader understand your message 

• Shows that you are a thorough and competent writer 

 

Summary of important rules: 

1. Do not link two full clauses with only a comma. Use a full stop or insert a coordinator. 

INCORRECT: It got better after a while, they talked normally with a nicer tone. 

CORRECT: It got better after a while. They talked normally with a nicer tone. 

(Or: It got better after a while, and they talked normally with a nicer tone.) 

2. Use a comma between two clauses linked with a coordinator. 

Technology is changing English as well, and new English words are starting to be used. 

3. Do not use a comma when the second part is not a full clause (i.e. has not got its own subject). 

We have to open our eyes and see the real problem. 

4. Use a comma after an adverbial at the start of a sentence (i.e. after a description of a circumstance 

– when, where, why, how, etc.) 

Over the years, English has become a very important language. 

However, there are too many cultural differences throughout the world for that to happen yet. 

5. Use an apostrophe before a possessive ’s, but not in possessive pronouns (his, hers, its) 

The film’s powerful message and its beautiful scenes have made it hugely popular. 

 

Exercise 2.1: Correct the punctuation mistakes 

a. This is important, there will have to be more focus on this issue. 

b. As a student I use English when I’m reading, or just looking for information on the Internet. 

c. I learned not to give up, and work hard for the things I want, I started practicing what I have 

learned. 

d. Eventually some of us will move on to the next step, we will now not only cry for them, but 

also help them physically. 

e. The students favourite book had lost it’s front cover. 

 

 

Reference: 

Lysvåg, P. and G. F. Stenbrenden. 2014. Academic writing in English: A practical handbook. Oslo: 

Cappelen Damm. 

 

Punctuation resources: 

Trask, R. L. 1997. The Penguin Guide to Punctuation. London: Penguin Books.  

Can be accessed online at: 

http://www.informatics.sussex.ac.uk/department/docs/punctuation/node00.html 

Korrekturavdelingen.no: http://www.korrekturavdelingen.no/ (for Norwegian) 

 

Some online English–English dictionaries and thesauruses: 

Cambridge Dictionaries Online: http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/ 

Dictionary.com: http://www.dictionary.com/ 

Roget’s Thesaurus: http://www.thesaurus.com/ 

Free Online Dictionary and Thesaurus: http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ 

Merriam-Webster OnLine Collegiate Dictionary and Collegiate Thesaurus: http://www.m-

w.com/dictionary.htm 

http://www.informatics.sussex.ac.uk/department/docs/punctuation/node00.html
http://www.korrekturavdelingen.no/
http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/
http://www.dictionary.com/
http://www.thesaurus.com/
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/
http://www.m-w.com/dictionary.htm
http://www.m-w.com/dictionary.htm


  H. Dirdal, ILOS, UiO 

IMPROVE YOUR WRITING, LECTURE 2: 
STRUCTURE AND ARGUMENTATION 
The lecture is organized according to the process of writing an essay. Most of the ideas and the 

example texts are taken from Hogue (2003). 

1. Study the essay question 
 Read the essay questions, and when you have decided which one to answer, study this one 

extra carefully. What does it ask you to do? 

 If it asks you to discuss something, what is the claim you are supposed to argue for/against? 

 Does the essay question mention specific things you need to explain, present or exemplify in 

relation to your discussion? 

2. Brain storm 
The idea stage – brain storm in order to find out what to include in the essay, writing down points 

that you will use in your discussion. 

 

Listing:  

 Think about your essay topic and make a list of all the ideas that come to your mind  

 Go through the list and compare with the essay question – do you need to omit irrelevant 

ideas and perhaps add new ones to cover the question? 

 

Exercise: Imagine that a student was asked to write an essay about his job, and that he made the list 

below. After his brain storming, he will have to organize his ideas. Can you find the four main ideas 

and group together the points that belong to each of them? 

 

“My job” 

waiter in a restaurant 

busy 

hard work – on feet all the time 

rush hours – lunch and dinner 

have to work fast 

have to be friendly 

sometimes make mistakes 

personal appearance important 

hair – short, clean, no wild hairstyles 

clean fingernails especially important 

uniform clean and ironed 

polished shoes 

learning the job was hard 

computer system difficult at first 

manager sometimes hard to get along with 

biggest mistake – forgot to put order for an 

entire table into computer 

some customers nice, others rude and 

demanding 

some customers in a hurry, others take three 

hours to eat 

(Adapted from Hogue 2003: 259) 

Clustering 

 Start with the main topic in a circle in the middle of your paper and then add circles with 

main points about it, and then smaller circles with ideas sprouting from each of these.  

 (Hogue 2003: 260) 
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3. Flesh out your ideas 
Once you have grouped your ideas or done some clustering, you will see that you can formulate 

some main ideas and that some of your points are examples or specifications of these main ideas. 

Think through whether you have enough support for each main idea. You should support your 

ideas/claims with facts and use examples, statistics, quotations, etc. to give further details. 

 

Exercise: What is the main idea in the paragraph below, and how has the writer supported this idea? 

 

Giant Pandas 

Giant pandas are an endangered species. Only about 1,000 giant pandas still live in the wild, 

occupying six small forest fragments totaling 5,400 square miles in the provinces of Sichuan, Gansu, 

and Shaanxi in southwestern China. Not only is their natural habitat limited, but they also do not 

reproduce easily in zoos. In 1999, Bai Yun and Shi Shi, two pandas in the San Diego zoo, produced 

the first zoo-born baby panda outside China in ten years. According to the San Diego Zoo’s Center 

for Reproduction of Endangered Species, “Captive pandas are not reproducing well enough to 

maintain the species.” 

(Hogue 2003: 276) 

 

Good argumentation: 

- What is your claim? 

- What reasons support it? 

- What evidence supports those reasons? 

- How do you respond to objections and alternative views? 

- How are your reasons relevant to your claims? 

(Turabian 2007: 50)      

 

4. Make a disposition 
I. Introduction 

   - Central idea of essay (thesis statement) 

II. Main idea 

A. Supporting point 

1. Detail 

2. Detail 

B. Supporting point 

III. Main idea 

A. Supporting point 

1. Detail 

2. Detail 

3. Detail 

 

 

B. Supporting point 

1. Detail 

2. Detail 

IV. Main idea 

A. Supporting point 

1. Detail 

2. Detail 

B. Supporting point 

Detail 

V. Conclusion 

 

 

Different ways of organizing an essay: 
Time order: in essays that explain how to do something or that tell a story 

Logical division of ideas: in essays that can be divided into subtopics – each is discussed separately 

- Order of importance: the ideas  may be dealt with according to their order of importance 

Compare and contrast: when we explain/discuss similarities and differences between two items 

- Block organization: all similarities first and then all differences (or opposite) 

- Point-by-point organization: combination of logical division and compare and contrast. The 

essay is divided into subtopics, and each discussed in terms of similarities and differences 
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Cause and effect: when discussing the reasons for a problem/event and then the results 

- Block organization: all causes/reasons first and then all effects/results 

- Chain organization: when the causes and effects form a chain where one effect becomes the 

cause of another effect, etc. 

Argumentation: often with an opposing view first, then your own view supported with reasons 

 

5. Write out your essay 
How to write an introduction 
The introduction should introduce the topic of your essay and also make the reader interested.  

This could be done by starting with some general statements about the topic and gradually narrowing 

it down to the specific issue you are going to discuss, or you could use a description of a dramatic 

event, surprising facts or examples, historical background or an entertaining story.  

Usually, the last sentence is the thesis statement, i.e. the main idea of the whole essay. The thesis 

statement also often gives an idea about how your essay will be structured. 

 

Example: 

Any person who has lived in the twentieth century has seen a lot of changes take place, and the 

twenty-first century will bring even greater changes. Some people are excited by the challenges that 

these changes offer; others worry about their consequences. The twenty-first century will bring 

certain advantages such as faster communication and a higher standard of living, but it will 

also bring some disadvantages such as increased pollution and the depersonalization of human 

relationships.          (Hogue 2003: 292) 

 

Exercise: What kinds of strategy are used the two example essays? What are their thesis statements 

and what kinds of organization are indicated? 

 

How to write a paragraph 
Topic sentence: states the topic of the paragraph 

Supporting sentences: facts, examples, statistics, quotations (Make sure they are appropriate and 

relevant. All the supporting sentences in your paragraph should discuss the main idea.) 

[Concluding sentence: summarizing or making a final comment] 

 

Exercise: Look at the first paragraph of the body of each of the two example essays. What are the 

topic sentences? What do they tell us about the topics of the paragraphs? How are the topic sentences 

supported by the other sentences? Is there a concluding sentence? 

 

Transition signals / linking words 
Transition signals or linking words are important ways of making it clear to the reader how the ideas 

of your paragraphs and sentences are linked. They help the reader to follow your discussion and your 

arguments. There are different linking words for different kinds of relations and organizations. 

Time order: firstly, secondly, then, meanwhile, as soon as, until, etc. 

Logical division of ideas: firstly, secondly, also, as well as, besides, in addition, moreover, etc. 

Order of importance: more important, the most significant, the best, the worst, first and foremost, etc. 

Comparison: also, similarly, too, and, both, neither ... nor, just like, etc. 

Contrast: however, in contrast, instead, on the other hand, but, although, whereas, unlike, etc. 

Cause: because, since, due to, because of, since, etc. 

Effects: so, as a result, as a consequence, therefore, thus, the reason for, etc. 

 

Exercise: Find linking words in the essay about childhood friends. What do the linking words signal 

and how do they help the reader? 
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How to write a conclusion 
The conclusion should sum up your main points and give the reader your final comments on the topic. 

(Do not use exactly the same formulation as in your thesis statement, and do not add any new ideas.) 

 

Exercise: Look at the conclusions from the two example essays. What kinds of linking words / 

transition signals are used to signal that the conclusion is coming? Do the conclusions summarize the 

main ideas? Do they use different words than the thesis statement? Do they add a final comment 

(which is not a completely new idea)?  

6. Revise 
Checklist: 

Content: 

Can my readers understand my ideas? (Clarify if needed.) 

Did I stay on topic throughout the essay? (Delete irrelevant sentences.) 

Did I omit important points? (Check that everything the essay question asked for is there. If not, add 

and amend.) 

Organization: 

Does my introduction catch the reader’s interest? 

Does my introduction have a clear thesis statement? 

Does each paragraph in the essay discuss only one main idea? 

Did I state the main idea clearly in one sentence? 

Are all the sentences directly related to the main idea? 

Are my supporting points in logical order? 

Did I prove each point with at least one specific detail (an example, a statistic, a quotation)? 

Are my paragraphs arranged in logical order? 

Does my concluding paragraph reinforce my central idea effectively? 

Coherence: 

Does each sentence flow smoothly and logically into the next? 

Does each paragraph flow smoothly and logically into the next? 

Did I use transition signals / linking words effectively? 

(Adapted from Hogue 2003) 

 

Then check grammar, punctuation, spelling, style, etc. (It is a good idea to pay special attention to 

mistakes you know you often make. Perhaps you can even make a checklist for such things yourself.) 

 

 

 

References: 

Hogue, A. 2003. The Essentials of English: A Writer’s Handbook. New York: Pearson Longman. 

Turabian, K. L. 2007. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. Seventh 

edition. Chicago: Chicago University Press. 
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EXAMPLE ESSAYS 

 

 

Ingrid and Rafael 

 

When I was ten years old and lived with my parents in Djakarta, Indonesia, I had two good friends, 

Ingrid and Rafael. I divided my time between them carefully, playing at Rafael’s house one day and 

at Ingrid’s the next. Both Rafael and Ingrid had moved to Indonesia because of their fathers’ jobs; 

however, that was the closest they ever came to having anything in common. Rafael and Ingrid were 

almost total opposites in almost every other way. 

 As I mentioned, Rafael and Ingrid had a few similarities. Both of them were from foreign 

countries. Rafael was from Mexico, but he could speak English fluently, just as Ingrid, who was 

from Sweden, could. Therefore, it was easy for us to communicate with each other. Another 

similarity was their family background. Both of their fathers were businessmen who traveled a lot. 

As a result, Ingrid had moved often and had lived in several other countries, just as Rafael had. 

Finally, both of my friends lived in my neighbourhood. 

 Although my friends had similar backgrounds, they were as different as two children can be. 

First of all, they were completely dissimilar in appearance. Rafael had charcoal black hair, while 

Ingrid had shiny blond hair. Rafael’s beautiful white teeth were perfect compared to Ingrid’s which 

were so crooked that she had to wear braces. On the other hand, Ingrid always dressed up and looked 

pretty in her pink dresses, whereas Rafael liked to wear torn jeans and untied black shoes. Ingrid’s 

face, with its sunkissed, freckled nose, was soft and feminine; in contrast, Rafael’s face, with its 

lively black eyes and sharp nose, was definitely masculine. 

 Another difference between my two childhood friends was in the activities we did together. 

When I played with Ingrid, I always came home clean, but when I played with Rafael, I usually came 

home covered with dirt and with scratched arms and legs. Ingrid and I usually did the things girls do. 

For example, when we went to the beach in the summer, we spent the day collecting seashells and 

building sand castles. In contrast to Ingrid’s and my quiet activities at the beach, Rafael’s and my 

games were noisy. Sometimes we tied strings onto locusts’ wings and flew them around our heads 

like motorized model airplanes. We shouted and ran and threw sand at each other. In addition, while 

Ingrid and I could play for hours and hours without arguing, Rafael and I often fought. He would 

hold my arms and get his brother Armando to hit me in the stomach. One day, I got mad and 

punched Rafael right on his nose. I didn’t play with Rafael for a while after that. 

 To summarize, my two childhood friends were as different as two children could be. Ingrid 

was quiet, soft, and well-behaved; in contrast, Rafael was noisy, rough, and mischievous. However, I 

had fun with each of them and cried for days when they moved away. 

 

(Hogue 2003: 303–4) 

 

 

 

Designer Babies 

 

The young husband and wife fill out the order form together: male, blue eyes, blond hair, 6’2’’ tall, 

20/20 vision, muscular body build, athletic ability, IQ of 130+, quick wit, pleasing personality. They 

give the completed form to their doctor, who sends it to the laboratory. The lab prepares the correct 

mixture of genes and sends it back to the doctor, who injects it into the freshly fertilized egg that will 

become the couple’s first child. Science fiction? No, according to some scientists. They say that the 

time is coming when parents will be able to choose their children’s physical and mental 

characteristics as well as their sex. The question is no longer can we make designer babies. Now the 

question is should we. Although there are certainly reasons to be cautious with this or any new 

technology, I believe the benefits of genetic engineering far outweigh the dangers. 
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 Opponents of genetic engineering say that it is wrong to tamper with nature. They fear that 

allowing parents to choose their children’s sex will cause a disastrous imbalance in the ratio of men 

to women in certain areas. Others fear that genetic engineering will lead to the creation of “gene 

stores” where people can buy and sell genes. Even worse, they predict that children will become 

manufactured objects, like automobiles or dishwashers. 

 In response to the first argument, I say that human beings are constantly tampering with 

nature—from cesarean sections to heart transplants and laser surgery. If it is not wrong to save lives 

by transplanting hearts, why is it wrong to save lives by transplanting genes? For example, it is 

known that a gene named ap0-A1 increases a person’s level of HDL, the good cholesterol, and 

therefore reduces the risk of heart disease. Would it be wrong to transplant this gene to help a child 

in a family with a history of early death from heart disease? To give another example, it is also 

known that having two copies of the gene CCR5 provides immunity to the AIDS virus. Would it be 

wrong to use this technology to prevent the deaths of millions? Since genetic engineering can 

eliminate fatal genetically transmitted diseases such as cystic fibrosis and Ray-Sachs disease, why 

should we not use it? 

 The ability to select the sex of children will not cause a disastrous imbalance in the world. 

According to social scientists, worldwide imbalances in the ratio of men to women have happened 

throughout history due to differences in mortality rates between men and women, catastrophes such 

as wars and epidemics, and other factors. Such imbalances are not necessarily harmful. In fact, they 

may be helpful. According to Dr. Malcolm Potts, a professor of public health at the University of 

California, “If there is a prolonged decrease of one sex over the other, that sex is likely to become 

more valued by society. We now see this in the case of younger generations of women in Korea and 

Japan.” 

 On the contrary, the ability to choose the sex of children will benefit the world because it will 

reduce overpopulation and decrease the number of unwanted children. We are currently experiencing 

a world crisis in overpopulation. Studies show that if couples strongly want a boy or a girl, they are 

likely to keep having children until they succeed. In Western societies, this trend is producing larger 

families than people desire or would produce if given more control. Internationally, preference for a 

son leads to larger families in countries like Bangladesh, Nepal, Egypt, Sierra Leone, and Pakistan. 

In countries where there are legal restrictions on family size, preference for sons leads to abortion or 

the killing and/or abandonment of girl babies. Professor Dolly Arora of the University of Delhi, for 

instance, reports that an estimated 200,000 female fetuses are aborted each year in India. Allowing 

these parents to choose their child’s sex would eliminate this practice. 

 Finally, I don’t believe that genetic engineering will lead to designer babies in the bad 

meaning of the phrase. I believe that after a period of discussion and experimentation, humankind 

will develop responsible practices for genetic engineering, just as it is developing responsible 

practices for other innovations of technology such as atomic energy and the Internet. As psychologist 

Joshua Coleman, Ph.D., stated in a recent article on the subject, “Most people have responded to 

each breakthrough in the evolution of human reproduction technology in a balanced manner.” There 

is no reason to think that they will not continue to do so. 

 In conclusion, although I agree that we should be cautious in using this powerful new 

technology, I believe that genetic engineering will lead to the elimination of diseases, the reduction 

of overpopulation, and improved conditions for females. It will not produce a generation of look-

alike supermodels with genius IQs, as some people fear. 

(Hogue 2003: 309–10) 
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IMPROVE YOUR WRITING, LECTURE 3:  
CORRECT REFERENCING AND PRECISE LANGUAGE 

1. Referring to sources 
Important reasons to refer to our sources: 

 Avoiding plagiarism (stealing others’ ideas and presenting them as if they were our own) 

 Adding support to our own arguments/claims  

 Making it possible for the reader to find and read the sources  

 

Information about sources is given in two places: 

– in the text of the essay (where you mention information from the source) 

– in a reference list at the end 

 

There are two main ways of referring in the text: 

– Footnotes 

– Parenthetical referencing 

• author-date 

• author-title 

 

Examples:  

Parenthetical references in the text: 

Extensive cancer screening sometimes causes false alarms (Makary 2014). 

Haugen et al. (2009) say that … 

In The Perks of Being a Wallflower, the narrator says “I just need to know that someone out there 

listens and understands” (Chbosky 1999: 2). 

 

Reference list: 

Chbosky, S. 1999. The Perks of Being a Wallflower. New York: Gallery Books. 

Haugen, H., E. Haugum, J. Kagge, C. A. Ljones, A. Myskja, S. Natvig and A. Rugset. 2009. Targets. 

Oslo: Aschehoug. 

Makary, M. 2014. “The cost of chasing cancer”. Time, February 27. Accessed November 12, 2014. 

http://time.com/10230/the-cost-of-chasing-cancer/ 

 

How to find out more: 

 Søk og skriv: http://sokogskriv.no/ 

 Purdue OWL, APA Formatting and Style Guide: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

 The Chicago Manual of Style Online: 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html  

 Search for “Harvard referencing” on the Internet to access manuals from various universities 

 

 

Exercise 1: 

Imagine that you are writing an essay where you want to refer to the two sources shown to the right. 

You have accessed the online newspaper article today at the following address: 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/nov/12/rosetta-comet-mission-philae-landing-craft-

launched-mother-ship 

 

How should the reference list look? 

http://sokogskriv.no/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
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2. Using dictionaries for correct, precise and natural language 
 

Choosing the right words 

Use a thesaurus or a Norwegian–English dictionary to find alternative words.  

Use a good English–English dictionary to check whether the word you are considering has the right 

meaning and to find out more about how to use it correctly. 

 

 

Online dictionaries from major publishers: 

Cambridge Dictionaries Online: http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/ 

Collins Dictionaries: http://www.collinsdictionary.com/ 

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English Online: http://www.ldoceonline.com/ 

Merriam-Webster’s Learner’s Dictionary: http://www.learnersdictionary.com/  

Oxford Dictionaries: http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/ 

 

 

Exercise 2: A Norwegian–English dictionary has given you the following English words for 

skade: damage, injury, wound and harm. Which word would you choose in the following 

sentences? 

 

a. The incident caused ____________________ to his reputation. 

b. After the car crash, three people were sent to hospital with serious _____________________. 

c. The rain caused ____________________ to the books that had been left in the garden. 

d. He suffered from an old head ______________________. 

e. The 33-year-old had received several knife _______________________ in his back. 

 

Benefiting from grammar information 

Pay attention to grammar information in the dictionary. 

 

Example: damage [U] / mass noun / uncount noun / [uncountable] / [uncount] 

The flood caused damages to the property. 

The flood caused damage to the property. 

 

 

Exercise 3: Which continuation is correct? 

a. She denied …. to have said anything / having said anything / that she had said anything. 

b. They claimed … to have done it / having done it / that they had done it. 

c. He agreed … to pay for it / paying for it / that he would pay for it. 

d. He wondered about … to buy it / buying it / that he would buy it. 

http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/
http://www.collinsdictionary.com/
http://www.ldoceonline.com/
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/
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Finding natural combinations of words (collocations) 

In all languages, we also have to think about our combination of words if we want to sound natural. 

We cannot just find a good translation of each of the Norwegian words we would have used. 

Different words might go well together in different languages.  

 

Exercise 4: Fill in a verb in the sentences below. 

a. Han skulle ____________ en tale i bryllupet. 

b. He was going to ____________ a speech at the wedding. 

c. Foreløpig ___________ han på en andreplass. 

d. So far he ___________ second position. 

 

Exercise 5: Which of the following synonyms fit with the nouns below? 

serious, severe, difficult, grave, hard, bad, terrible 

a. It caused __________________ damage to the house. 

b. It was a __________________ accident.  

c. They had given me a ______________________ task.  

d. You cannot make such ______________________ allegations without any proof.  

e. This is a ____________________ situation for everyone. 

f. He stayed at home because of a _____________________ headache.  

 

Learner’s dictionaries often show us the most common word combinations (collocations), but there are 

also special collocation dictionaries which give much more information, 

e.g. the Online Oxford Collocation Dictionary: http://oxforddictionary.so8848.com/  

 

 

http://oxforddictionary.so8848.com/

