
for younger students to learn more 

about what each company does and 

what an internship or co-op with 

that company might entail before 

going to speak with recruiters from 

those companies.   

Inst i tute  of  Industr ia l  Engineers  

After a long, but much need-

ed, winter break, the mem-

bers of the Institute of Indus-

trial Engineers re-joined to-

gether to kickoff the start of 

our fun spring semester 

ahead. Everyone was eager to 

see their fellow IIE’ers and 

learn about what was in store 

for the semester. The night 

kicked off with food (of 

course) and networking, fol-

lowed by a presentation by 

our president about exciting 

upcoming events that IIE was 

hosting. The spring semester 

is host to some of IIE’s great-

est traditions and events, such 

as E-Week, conference, and 

the alumni event! Following 

the IIE presentation, Rock-

well Automation gave an 

interesting presentation about 

their company and job open-

ings that they had available. 

We ended the night with a 

social at The Sett of Union 

South—bowling and pool are 

always loads of fun! 

Spring Edit io n 

Spr ing Kickoff  and Social  

2014 

IIE’s Events: 

 Professional events 

 Outreach events 

 Academic events 

 Social events 

 General members’ meet-

ings 
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Comedy Club 2 
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Ronald McDonald 6 
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SC Johnson Tour 7 

Brewers Trip 8 
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April Meeting 10 

S pr ing Newslet ter  

Inter nship Shar ing Night  

In anticipation of the Spring 

Career Fair, IIE held an In-

ternship and Co-Op Sharing 

Night for its members.  The 

event was organized to help 

students who were searching 

for internship and co-op op-

portunities to learn more 

about possible companies to 

work for.   Students spoke 

about the positions that they 

had held at various compa-

nies, roles they held while at 

those companies, and various 

aspects of the job that they 

did or didn’t like and how those 

related to the concepts students 

learn in IE classes.  Companies 

represented at the event includ-

ed Extreme Engineering Solu-

tions (X-ES), Enerpac, Rock-

well Automation, General Elec-

tric, Johnson 

Controls, and Sub

-Zero/Wolf.  

Since these com-

panies would all 

be at the Spring 

Career Fair, it 

was a great chance 

Our President and Vice President with ISyE Bucky at the Sping Kickoff! 

By Vito Freese, February 2014 

By Aaron Strawman, February 2014 
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Degi, who 

happened to 

win the Fun-

niest Person 

in Grand 

Rapids, MI 

competition 

in 2009, was 

the opening 

act for a 

well-known 

comedian 

Robert 

Kelly. Kelly, 

who deliv-

ered a hilarious performance, 

is no stranger to the world of 

comedy. He is well known 

for performing at Comedy 

Central Presents, where he 

toured the country with Dane 

Cook and portrayed Louis 

C.K.’s brother on the FX 

On Thursday, February 6, 

thirteen of the IIE members 

joined the Social Events Of-

ficer, Denys Pilecky for a 

night out at the Comedy Club 

on State. The night started 

out with the members gather-

ing at Denys’ house in order 

to catch up on the start of the 

new semester. There, stu-

dents shared their experiences 

from the Career Fair, which  

happened earlier in the week, 

and discussed prospective 

internship and co-op opportu-

nities. Students also shared a 

few helpful pointers on clas-

ses some of the members have 

taken in the past. After arriv-

ing at the Comedy Club on 

State, IIE members enjoyed 

the show hosted by David 

Fisher. Comedian Adam 

comedy series Louie.  Over-

all, it was a great night for IIE 

members to take a break from 

studying and share a few 

laughs at the local comedy 

club. Hopefully IIE can con-

tinue to visit the Comedy 

Club on State in the future! 

Comedy Club Social  

The Comedy Club Social Night was a blast! 

IIE is the world’s largest professional society dedicated solely to the support of the industrial  

engineering profession and individuals involved with improving quality and productivity.  

Founded in 1948, IIE is an international, non- 

profit association that provides leadership for  

the application, education, training, research,  

and development of industrial engineering.  

With more than 15,000 members and 280 chap- 

ters worldwide, IIE’s primary mission is to meet  

the ever changing needs of its membership,  

which includes undergraduate and graduate  

students, engineering practitioners, and con- 

sultants in all industries, engineering managers,  

1513 University Ave. 1090 

Engineering Centers Building 

Madison, WI 5370 

Email: iie@cae.wisc.edu 

Madison chapter website: 

www.iieuwmadison.org 

Eric Nimphius 

President 

George Feng 

Vice President 

By Margo Labik, February 2014 
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ry. Fortunately for the IIE 

members in attendance, they 

In a season that often saw the 

Badger Men’s Basketball team 

in the spotlight, IIE decided 

to shake things up by attend-

ing a Badger Women’s Bas-

ketball game student org so-

cial event hosted by the Badg-

ers. A group of IIE members 

made their way down to the 

Nicholas-Johnson Pavilion on 

a Thursday evening for a pre-

game meal, social, and raffle 

drawing to excite the at-

tendees. Right before tipoff, 

the group headed down to the 

Kohl Center. The game had a 

special feel to it, as we were 

facing a Badger rival—the 

Michigan State Spartans! The 

game turned out to be a good 

one, but unfortunately it did-

n’t end up in a Badger victo-

still had fun—they even got a 

picture with Bucky! 

Women’s  Basketbal l  Social  

IIE members pose with Bucky at the Women’s Basketball Social. 

 

On Saturday, February 15th, about 15 members of IIE met at the Kohl Center in an attempt to help 

“Fill the Bowl” for the Wisconsin-Minnesota women’s hockey game! The Kohl Center that night was 

jammed packed due to the free admission for college students and $1 admission for everyone else. 

After stopping to say hello to all the hard workers 

working at the IIE concession stand that night 

(great job guys!), the attendees found spectacular 

seats in the student section of the stands, and 

watched as the UW women’s team fought hard 

against the tough Minnesota Gophers squad. 

Though at times it looked as if the Badgers could 

really make a comeback, they unfortunately end-

ed up losing by 4 points for a devastating loss. 

Though it was a difficult game to watch at times, 

the members of IIE who were there made the 

most of it, having fun joining in on the chants and 

dancing along to the music. Even though it was loud at times, everyone had the chance to socialize 

and get to know each other, and overall was a really fun way to spend a Saturday night with IIE!  

IIE Fi l l s  the Bowl 

Travis Steger 

Finance Chair 

Ali Freitag 

External Relations Chair 

By Eric Nimphius, February 2014 

By Vito Freese, February 2014 
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dents were curious about who 
we were with, and many in-
quired about school and IIE as 
well.  One woman even 
shared with us that her son 
had been an Industrial Engi-
neer at Madison, and was so 
happy to see three girls in the 
field, wishing us the best of 
luck in our schooling and 
future endeavors.  Many of 

On a sunny Sunday afternoon 
this February, a few IIE mem-
bers headed over to Coventry 
Village assisted living for an 
ice cream social.  The three of 
us served ice cream sundaes 
to the residents, crafting them 
with their choice of toppings, 
which included chocolate, 
caramel, and strawberry 
sauce, or peanuts.  The resi-

them made a point to thank 
us for coming, and said they 
were happy to see us there.  
It was so nice to be able to 
visit with the residents and 
see them smiling simply be-
cause we came to serve them 
ice cream.   

 

Coventr y  Vi l lage Ice  Cream Social  

 

This year, IIE set out to defend their E-Week title from 

last year. This year, we participated in numerous com-

petitive events against other engineering student orgs 

from Feb 17th-21st. Competitions included root beer 

pong, flip cup, tug o- war, trivia, Super Smash Bros. 

tournament, and many others in the ECB lobby. While 

IIE may not have claimed victory again (I mean, we have 

to make it a challenge at some point), we did have some 

sparkling performers from the week. Our very own 

Mitch Szeflinski and Travis Steger claimed first place in 

the cookie-making competition, showing off their decorative sides. Denys Pilecky placed third in the 

team tug of war challenge, single handedly putting the team on his back. Karah Bishop put up a val-

iant effort in nuclear energy trivia all by herself. This year was a solid rebuilding year, and there is a 

promising future for IIE in future E-Week competitions.  

Eng ineer ing Week 

Isabella Stewart 

Outreach Chair 

Aaron Strawman 

Education Chair 

By Denys Pilecky, February 2014 

By Lexa Fees, March 2013 
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Early in March, a group of 18 of our members loaded up into three cars 

and drove 12 hours West to Rapid City, South Dakota for our annual 

regional IIE Conference. This year’s conference was hosted by the 

South Dakota School of Mines, and we were staying down town Rapid 

City. After arriving in time for the conference introductions Thursday 

night, the group explored the city and got acclimated. The first day of 

conference had a busy schedule, starting off with industry tours around 

the city. Some members were able to tour a cement factory, and others 

got to see Rapid City Regional Hospital and their LEAN methodology that is in place there. After 

lunch, the time was filled with a long day of competitions. Two members, Ali Freitag and Eric Nim-

phius submitted papers into the technical paper competition, both focusing on projects they’d done 

in health care at UW Health. In addition, we had a four man team in the tractor competition: Sam 

Enerson, Vito Freese, Josh Gilberts and Mitch Szeflinski. This team had to build a disassembled pedal 

tractor in a timed competition against another team, while following 5S principles of tool manage-

ment and passing the quality test. Both papers were received very well and also received great follow 

up questions and praise from fellow students at the conference. In an exciting display of school spirit, 

and with loud cheering and jumping around from all IIE Badgers, our tractor team won first place in 

the semifinals by a whole minute, meaning we got to compete again at the final banquet! 

 

The last day of conference was a bit more laid back and we all were able to attend different infor-

mation sessions that had been arranged. Some included life goals planning from an engineer at Pola-

ris, a six sigma lead at 3M and even the president of the region’s professional IIE chapter who works 

with FedEx near Milwaukee, WI. During the afternoon, there was an exciting tournament of human 

foosball. With a few sacrifice plays and determination, the Badgers once again came out on top as the 

2014 foosball champions!  

 

Finally, to end the conference, we were lucky enough to attend the final banquet at Mount Rush-

more, which was only a short bus ride away from Rapid City. The food was delicious and we heard 

some interesting speakers, all leading up to the moment of truth. Our tractor team was ready once 

again, and this time we unfortunately were given a less than ideal assignment of handicaps while the 

boys were competing. We ended up being the runner up, but they’ll always be number one in our 

heart. This year’s conference was a great experience, both professionally and socially for our mem-

bers to meet new members and be-

come closer friends with everyone. 

Unfortunately, we had to drive 12 

hours home and lose an hour due to 

day light savings, but at least we 

know we won’t be travelling so far 

for conference next year! 

I I E  R e g i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  

Vito Freese 

Communication Chair 

Mitch Szeflinski 

Technical Chair 

By Ali Freitag, March 2014 
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bers, learn new recipes, and 
keep a strong volunteering 

In April IIE headed 
back to the Madison 
Ronald McDonald 
House to help cook 
meals for the resi-
dents. In the past we 
made a hot meal for 
the dinner served 
that night, but this 
time around we 
went on the week-
end and made hot 
dishes that the 
Ronald McDonald 
House could freeze 
and serve through-
out the week. So, 
instead of making 
pizza or baked 
goods, we put to-
gether a taco pie 
dish as well as baked mac n’ 
cheese. It was a great time to 
catch up with other IIE mem-

relationship with the Ronald 
McDonald House!  

Ronald McDonald House 

Two IIE members showing off the delicious meal they made for the Ronald McDonald families! 

March is always a very busy time of the month—for any student. With midterms, spring break, IIE 

regional conference, and March Madness keeping us very busy, there’s not too much time for much 

else. However, IIE and its members made sure to leave enough time for a general members’ meet-

ing. On Thursday, March 27—the night the Badgers rolled past Baylor on their way to the Elite 

Eight—IIE’ers joined for another members’ meeting. We 

kicked it off with food and a debrief of the exciting times at 

conference and Greenlee followed that up with an exciting 

presentation. We capped off the event with a peer advising 

session, which ranged from topics such as 300 level classes 

and certificate opportunities to upper level classes and in-

ternships. Not to miss out on the big Badger game, IIE 

showed the game on the projector for everyone to see 

while learning about opportunities in the ISyE department. 

March General  Member s ’ Meeting  

Tyler Robey 

Fundraising Chair 

Kenny Haferkorn 

Fundraising Chair 

By Vito Freese, March 2014 

By Isabella Stewart, April 2014 
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. We sat down with a lot of 

people mostly from the sup-

ply chain branch from SC 

Johnson. Alison, the alumni 

in charge of the event, gradu-

ated from Madison 5 years 

ago with a BS and a MS in 

Industrial Engineering Supply 

Chain. The discussion started 

In April, selected IIE mem-

bers had a chance to visit 

the headquarter of SC 

Johnson in Racine, WI. 7 

of us drove in two separate 

cars from Madison. After 

almost 2 hours of highway 

time, we finally arrived at 

the facility. It is a gigantic 

building with two wind 

turbines behind it. Later, 

we found out that most of 

the power supply to the 

facility is from renewable 

energy resource such as 

these wind turbines.  

Surprisingly enough, SC 

Johnson had organized a 

panel of employees to hold 

an open discussion with all 

attending members 

by everyone 

introducing 

themselves 

around the 

room. There 

were recent 

grads who just 

joined the 

company not 

too long ago 

and also peo-

ple who have 

been working 

for the company for years. 

We discussed a lot of topics 

such as career guidance and 

academic directions. I learned 

some excellent advices from 

the people who went through 

the road that we are walking 

on right now. Overall, it was 

a great professional learning 

experience for us.  

SC Johnson Tour 

IIE members learned a lot about SC Johnson at the tour! 

IIE is committed to helping educate its members in many 

ways. One of those ways includes financial planning for life 

after college. IIE invited Austin Streeper for North Star Re-

search Group to give a presentation on a number of financial 

topics that we should be aware of as we are making decisions 

coming out of college. The presentation was extremely help-

ful, and covered topics such as tax efficient investment strate-

gies, budgeting, retirement planning, student loans, and em-

ployee benefits packaging. While all very introductory, the 

presentation was helpful in helping IIE’ers realize the options 

that are out there as we enter the “real world.” Mr. Streeper 

was even generous enough to stay after the presentation for a 

Q&A session, and gave everyone that attended his business 

card if there were ever times where we had any questions for 

him. We hope to see him return next spring! 

Financial  Planning Seminar  
By Vito Freese, April 2014 

By George Feng, April 2014 
Raj Veeramani 

Faculty Advisor 
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short presentation about their 

company, followed by a short 

question and answer.  Then, 

similar to the September 

workshop, IIE members were 

On April 16th, IIE welcomed 

back representatives from 

Oshkosh Corporation to host 

a workshop on supplier devel-

opment.  Oshkosh gave a 

split into three teams and a 

friendly competition was 

proposed.  Each team met 

with each Oshkosh rep, who 

were acting as a potential 

supplier, and evaluated them.  

To conclude the workshop, 

each team chose the best sup-

plier and presented their win-

ner.  Oshkosh reps deter-

mined which team had the 

best evaluation.  That team 

won a prize!  The workshop 

was a great example of the 

challenges businesses face in 

supplier development.   

Oshkosh Workshop 

The Oshkosh Supplier Development team always puts on a very educational 

workshop! 

 

Brats, sunshine, good friends, and baseball. IIE could not have asked for a better combination on Fri-

day, April 11th as they made the trek to Miller Park to watch the Milwaukee Brewers play the Pitts-

burgh Pirates. Our annual Brewers trip is a time-honored tradition that members look forward to 

every year. Maybe it’s because it is a great way to kick off the weekend or the spring season. In my 

opinion, it’s because our members time out of their busy schedules to do what students do best: play. 

Leaving the stresses of school behind in Madison, the Brewers trip provides an opportunity for all of 

our members to kick back before the stresses of finals begin to creep up. Alyssa Krueger, one of our 

newest freshmen members, joined in on the fun at one of her first IIE events. At the end of the night, 

she commented on how 

she thinks she picked the 

right group to join. In my 

book, that’s a bigger win 

than the actual game that 

night. 

Brewer s  Tr ip  
By Emma Brown, April 2014 

By Chris Gall, April 2014 
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On Saturday, April 26th, at 11:30 AM, current and former IIE UW-Madison members joined to-

gether for what is known as the Alumni Event. This first portion of this event was hosted at 1800 

Engineering Hall, catered by the one and only Jimmy John’s, with their freaky fast delivery. The first 

half an hour of the event consisted of networking, socializing, and indulging in subs. Then, once the 

clock struck noon, the alumni presentations began. The main goal of the alumni presentations was to 

inform the current IIE UW-Madison members what opportunities are out there once finishing col-

lege.  

 

Matt Leslie and Dain Peer kicked off the presentations by discussing their current jobs as Supplier 

Development personnel at Oshkosh. It was amazing to hear how they consisted of 1/3 of the entire 

supplier development team, and vast amount of responsibility they held, just about a year out of col-

lege. Next, Dustin Behling gave us a background of the company that he has worked for since leaving 

school, Enerpac, and then went into much detail of the major project he has been working on  

throughout the previous two years. This project consisted of the facility relocation across town as 

well as the implementation of a warehouse management system (WMS) in Enerpac’s warehouse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kyle Preston, who graduated just last spring, then went on to talk about the work that he has been 

doing for the sand casting foundry Badger Alloys, Inc. Badger Alloys is a family owned company, and 

Kyle loves the amount of freedom that he has while working there. If he sees the opportunity for 

improvement within his facility, he is able to go ahead and make change. To wrap things up, Dave 

Klante, who is currently the Vice President of Quality at MillerCoors, discussed his entire journey to 

where he is currently. It was very interesting to hear how our Industrial Engineering curriculum at 

Madison has not changed in almost 30 years, and the majority of the things we are learning in school 

are relevant and can potentially be applied once we are done with school.  

 

After the presentations were wrapped up, the current IIE members and the alumni went on to Vilas 

park for a friendly game of kickball. Per usual, the alumni came out with a lot of heart and rallied to 

victory. After the game was over, the entire crew went on to enjoy dinner at the one and only 

Lucky’s Bar and Grill, located on Regent St. Overall, the alumni event was a major success, and it 

truly was an educational and enjoyable experience throughout. 

Alumni  Event  
By Travis Steger, April 2014 
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Like last semester, we had a 

handful of new experiences: 

the comedy club social, the 

women’s basketball social, 

and some new approaches to 

the general members’ meet-

ing. Also like last semester, 

we kept some of IIE’s strong-

est traditions alive: Brewers 

trip, alumni event, E-Week, 

and more. Speaking for all of 

IIE, I’d like to extend a thanks 

to everyone who came out to 

all of the events and made 

them all a blast! Being in-

volved in a student organiza-

tion like IIE is unique, fun, 

and rewarding, and that’s 

only possible because every-

one comes together to make 

it that way. Knowing what all 

goes into every event—the 

Creating this newsletter has 

been an absolute blast! Taking 

a few weeks to regroup after 

the spring semester allowed 

me to spend time reflecting 

on the great semester IIE had, 

and putting together this 

newsletter really reinforced 

that. 

planning and debating and 

communicating and hosting 

and recapping, etc. etc.—it 

makes it all worth it when a 

semester turns out as success-

ful as this one. 

A lot of help and collabora-

tion went into creating this 

newsletter. Completing this 

wouldn’t have been possible 

without the help of Aaron 

Strawman, Margo Labik, Eric 

Nimphius, Denys Pilecky, 

Lexa Fees, Ali Freitag, Isabel-

la Stewart, George Feng, 

Emma Brown, Chris Gall, 

and Travis Steger. Thanks so 

much, guys! 

Letter from the Editor  

After a long, exciting, and really fun semester, it was finally time 

for our last general members’ meeting of the year. The agenda 

was much of the same—food, IIE presentation, presentation by 

Baker Tilly, and an info session on IIE officer elections—but this 

members’ meeting was filled with much reflection and pride. 

There was reflection on all of the fun times we had together and 

the memories that we made, and were proud of what we accom-

plished and all of the diverse opportunities we enabled. It was a 

great semester, and IIE took this final opportunity to be together 

to acknowledge that fact. It was a great way to kick off a start to 

the long process of studying for finals! 

Apr il  General  Members ’ Meeting  
By Vito Freese, April 2014 

By Vito Freese 


