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the 

meeting, many students headed to 

the Sett for Team Trivia night.  

Although no prizes were awarded 

here, the two teams of IIE mem-

bers finished in a very respectable 

9th and 17th place!  All-in-all, the 

Fall 2014 Kick-Off was a resound-

ing success, and we’re looking for-

ward to our best semester yet! 

The Institute of Industrial 

Engineers (IIE) UW-Madison 

chapter started this school 

year off with bang with the 

Fall 2014 Kick-Off Meeting, 

hosted by Accenture.  We 

were absolutely thrilled with 

this year’s turnout, as nearly 

150 students piled into the 

room before the festivities 

began.  With one of our larg-

est attendances in history, this 

was a hopeful sign that we will 

be having one of our best 

years yet!  Attendees were 

greeted with pizza and social-

izing before the Kick-off offi-

cially commenced.  Once eve-

ryone had found their seats, 

the Fall 2014 Kick-Off offi-

cially commenced with an 

inspiring and energetic speech 

from faculty advisor Dr. Raj 

Veeramani.  The meeting pro-

ceeded with a get-to-know-

you icebreaker activity for all 

students in attendance – 

thanks again to Accenture for 

all of the wonderful prizes 

provided!  Finally, everyone 

had the chance to sit-back, 

relax, and learn about all of 

the great opportunities that 

IIE UW-Madison will be 

providing this semester, as 

well as the Distinguished 

Membership opportunities 

available to all students who 

stay actively involved through-

out the semester and meet the 

requirements laid out by this 

year’s Officer Board.  After  

Kickoff and Social by Aaron Strawman 

In November, IIE members 

were given the opportunity to 

play BINGO with members 

of Coventry Village Retire-

ment Facility in Madison.  IIE 

members and Coventry resi-

dents competed fiercely for 

the opportunity to pick from 

the prize basket, which con-

tained toothpaste, king-sized 

candy bars, and even DVDs!  

One thing we didn’t know was 

that everyone was a winner 

and received prizes at the end 

of the night.  The elders 

seemed to enjoy our company 

and we had time to receive 

great advice about our potential 

futures.  By participating in this 

outreach event, our members were 

given a chance to give back to 

those who might need some assis-

tance, while giving the Coventry a 

fun and entertaining evening.   
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Three OshKosh Corporation engi-

neers and alumni of IIE visited to 

explain the role of Industrial Engi-

neers in capacity planning.  They ex-

plained the process of being able to 

maintain efficiency throughout all of 

their suppliers in varying conditions of 

supply and demand.  Their engineers 

within capacity planning work as con-

sultants, dropping whatever project 

they are currently working on and 

traveling to fix the problem.  To ex-

plain the duties of capacity planning, 

more than  20 IIE members competed 

in a case competition.  Using the pro-

gram OshKosh developed teams 

worked to figure out the cheapest way 

to meet all of the capacity demands.  

Each team then presented their cases 

to the OshKosh employees on their  

decisions to either outsource the work, 

im-

plement a new machine, or have em-

ployees work overtime.  The winners 

got a prize, but everyone enjoyed the 

experience! 

OshKosh Industry Night by Kevin Hannigan 

and snacks were provided.  Several 

students showed up to work as a team 

and finish assignments, but a handful 

of others came for the social aspect of 

spending time with fellow IIE stu-

dents.  In many ways the night proved 

to be productive.  Students met others 

Returning after popular demand  are 

the IIE Study Nights.  The study ta-

bles are in place for fellow Industrial 

Engineers to meet up and work with 

groups to finish semester projects and 

study for midterms/ final exams.  As 

an incentive to work together, cookies 

studying the same major and found 

contacts to work together on future 

projects.  Study nights will definitely 

be a recurring event in the future! 

cones, as well as make nachos.  While 

scooping ice cream can be hard work, 

the 4 - 5 hours spent at the stand al-

low IIEers to get to know each other.  

Plus, stand workers are able to get a 

free dinner and usually a scoop of ice 

cream to take home!  This efficiently 

run stand could not function without 

all of the hard work that the dedicated 

members put into it! 

 

The UWMadison IIE hockey stand, 

“Sweet Shop,” opened for the first 

time this season in early December.  

So far, the fundraiser has been highly 

successful; Badger hockey fans love to 

enjoy creamy Babcock ice cream while 

watching our team on the ice.  Seven 

IIE members volunteer during the 

games, usually on Friday and Saturday 

nights, and scoop ice cream dishes and 

Study Night by Aaron Strawman 

Hockey Stands by Alyssa Krueger 
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such as a whole pumpkin scene.  We 

even had one member carve out a 

Wisconsin motion W!  By the end of 

the adventure, everyone was covered 

with smiles and pumpkin guts.  The 

group even took a detour to check out 

the petting zoo and watch a rhino run 

around its enclosure.  IIE looks for-

ward to continuing their strong rela-

tionship with Henry Vilas Zoo.   

A few days before Halloween, mem-

bers of IIE congregated at the Henry 

Vilas Zoo to participate in a fantastic 

zoo-sponsored event.  Our members 

spent a few hours carving pumpkins 

with other local volunteer groups that 

the zoo would put around their facility 

for their annual Halloween event.  

Some members carved out simple 

designs, like smiling faces, while oth-

ers choose to make complex designs, 

Halloween at the Zoo by Chris Gall 

able to go virtually skiing down one of 

three ski hills. Both novice and experi-

enced skiers had a great time trying to 

avoid obstacles on the way down the 

ski hill. Using the Oculus Rift, IIE’ers 

saw first-hand how the LEL conducts 

industrial engineering research using 

virtual reality. Specifically, they learned 

how the lab does human factors task 

analysis studies in 3D scans of homes 

rendered in virtual reality. Overall, all 

members walked away from the tour 

with a new appreciation of virtual 

reality – and had a blast learning about 

it! 

The Living Environments Lab’s (LEL) 

virtual reality CAVE is a fully immer-

sive and interactive virtual reality 

room. It is the only one like it in Wis-

consin, making it a really unique re-

search lab on UW’s campus. Nearly 40 

IIE’ers were able to visit the CAVE to 

experience immersive virtual reality 

first hand. They were also able to test 

out the Oculus Rift, which is a head-

mounted display that also displays 

virtual reality environments. During 

the tour, members were able to ex-

plore two vastly different environ-

ments. In the CAVE, members were 

CAVE Tour by Vito Freese 

On October 10, 2014, thirty IIEers 

took to Lake Monona with for the 

highly anticipated Pontoon Porch 

Social. The event had been origi-

nally planned for October 3rd, but 

an unexpected turn of the weather 

forced it to be rescheduled. Thank-

fully on the second try all went off 

without a hitch. The Pontoon 

Porch was a two-leveled boat with a 

screened in deck, grill, and even a div-

ing board for those who were feeling a 

little adventurous. Those who attend-

ed were treated with a fantastic oppor-

tunity to bond with other industrial 

engineers early on in the semester. 

Brats, burgers, and other food was 

served while the sun set on the gor-

geous Madison skyline. The boat 

stayed on the lake for two hours, 

and although it was the last night 

of the year for the Pontoon 

Porch, the night couldn’t have 

been any more perfect. Finally 

the cruise came to an end and all 

unloaded. It was an experience to 

remember and is sure to have a 

high turn out in the future.  

Pontoon Social by Grant Tesdahl 
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2014 proved Industrial Engineers are a 

force to be reckoned with in intramu-

ral football.  Organizations are already 

fearing our return to the IM league 

next fall.  The team demonstrated 

athleticism through the regular season 

when they went 5– 0 and secured a 

bye in the first round of the playoffs.    

The “Flabongos”  let their newfound 

fame get to their heads when playoffs 

came around.  With the number one 

spot in the division secured they took 

the second round playoffs lightly.  

After going down a few possessions, 

after a discrepancy on a play call, the 

Flabongos had a comeback that result-

ed in a last second hail mary attempt.  

The pass reached the end zone but 

was dropped.  The Flabangos will 

return a majority of the team and look 

forward to bringing in a  solid recruit-

ment class for the 2016 season.  I sin-

gle handedly promise that the Flabon-

gos will bring home the bacon next 

season.  We play sports! 

Intramural Flag Football by Kevin Hannigan 

Kerns (Cummins), Annie Reagan (GE 
Appliances), Karah Bishop (ACS 
Group), Xiang Zhong (Phillips Re-
search), Emma Brown (United Tech-
nologies & Accenture) and Ali Freitag 
(UW Health Quality, Safety and Inno-
vation Lab). Thanks to all the great 
presentations and entries! Also thanks 
to the ISyE Department and Professor 
Ananth Krishnamurthy for helping 

put on the event and give out some 
great prizes. After the event, everyone 
was invited to a social at Union South 
for some free bowling. There was a lot 
of friendly competition going on and 
everyone had a good time.  

IIE held a great General 
Member’s Meeting on October 16th. 
This GMM was put on along with the 
IIE Internship/Co-Op Sharing Night, 
where students were encouraged to 
submit brief reviews of their intern-
ship experiences. We had a solid num-
ber of entries. Due to time, we could 
only choose six to actually present 
their reviews. The presenters were 
Denys Pilecky (Halliburton), Shawn 

Internship Sharing Night by Daniel Grunsted 
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meet upperclassmen that shared expe-

riences from their time as members of 

IIE. 

The costume contest was competitive 

as always.  The best costume receives 

gift cards to different restaurants 

around Madison, and if I’ve learned 

anything about IIE, it’s that the mem-

bers love free food.   

The costume contest winner this year 

was Ali Freitag for her costume as 

Darla from finding Nemo.   

As tradition, IIE celebrated Halloween  

by having a social at the Nitty Gritty.  

The food didn't last long, as members 

quickly polished off the several trays 

of cheese curds and cheeseburgers.   

Since the event is open to all ages, it 

proved to be a great opportunity for 

all IIE members to get to know each 

other.  New members had a chance to 

Halloween Social by Kevin Hannigan 

On the afternoon of Friday, Decem-

ber 5, a group of 10 IIE’ers made the 

half-hour trip out to Windsor, WI to 

tour the Walgreens distribution plant. 

The distribution center was massive: it 

was nearly a million square feet! The 

IIE’ers got quite the work out after 

touring every niche and cranny of the 

entire facility. Full of shelving units, 

conveyer belts, fork lifts, boxes, 

trucks, and employees, the only areas 

on-site that weren’t being utilized were 

where they were doing reconstruction 

to improve the efficiency of the layout 

and safety of the employees. Our tour 

guide was a UW-Madison 

ISyE alum, so he was able to 

point out specific areas of 

work during the tour that is 

applicable to our studies. 

The tour guide was also the 

project manager of the re-

construction projects going 

on in the warehouse. He 

explained how he used ISyE 

tools – such as simulation, 

capacity analysis, and critical 

path method – in order to 

drive the projects to completion in the 

most efficient way possible. Overall, it 

was a fascinating way to spend a Fri-

day afternoon learning how industrial 

engineers work in a distribution cen-

ter. 

Walgreens Tour by Vito Freese 
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On top of offering a great networking 

opportunity for the executive board of 

IIE, the Altria leadership reception 

also offered students the opportunity 

to meet members of other engineering 

and manufacturing student organiza-

tions.  Altria discussed the im-

portance of diversity in the work-

place.   How teams work best when 

there are people from diverse back-

grounds and have differing skill sets.  

After having dinner at Steenbocks, 

Altria employees presented on the 

different organizations within the 

company ranging between race, gen-

der and age that help employees ex-

plore their diverse backgrounds and 

succeed in the corporation.  Altria 

then presented each organization a 

check to help improve each organiza-

tion! 

Altria Leadership Investment Fund Check Reception by Kevin Hannigan 

needs of its membership, which in-

cludes undergraduate and graduate 

students, engineering practitioners, 

and consultants in all industries, engi-

neering managers, and engineers in 

education, research and government. 

 

IIE provides leadership in developing 

industrial engineering; in representing 

the industrial engineering profession; 

and in enhancing the capabilities of 

those who are involved in or manage 

the application, education, training, 

research or development of industrial 

engineering. 

IIE is the world’s largest professional 

society dedicated solely to the support 

of the industrial engineering profes-

sion and individuals involved with 

improving quality and productivity.  

Founded in 1948, IIE is an interna-

tional, non-profit association that pro-

vides leadership for the application, 

education, training, research and de-

velopment of industrial engineering.   

With more than 15,000 members and 

280 chapters worldwide, IIE’s primary 

mission is to meet the ever changing 

About IIE 

1513 University Ave. 1090 

Engineering Centers Building 

Madison, WI 5370 

Email: iie@cae.wisc.edu 

http://www.iieuwmadison.org/ 
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Thank You to our Sponsors! 



2014-2015 Officers 

Aaron Strawman—President Vito Freese—Vice President Karah Bishop—External Affairs 

Annie Reagan—Social Kevin Hannigan—Communications Shae Kelley—Fundraising 

Mitch Szeflinski—Finance 
Dan Grunsted—Education Anna Gilles—Fundraising  

Chris Gall—Outreach Ted Dunne—Technical Alyssa Krueger—Fundraising 

Grant Tesdahl—Freshman Ambassador Robbie Granger– Freshman Ambassador 
Professor Raj Veeramani—Faculty Advisor 


