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In April 2014, Greenwood Neighbourhood Place received funding for the Sundre Community Garden 

project from the Government of Canada’s New Horizons for Seniors Program ($25000) and Alberta Health 

Services’ Thrive for Wellness Program ($3000). The project received great support from seniors, families, 

the schools, the Town of Sundre, and the public in general. 

 

However it did take some time to finally reach this point and share the final location and details of the 

project. We hope all obstacles are behind us now. The successful partnership with Alberta Health Services 

made it possible to secure the location of the community garden which will be located on the west end of 

the Sundre Hospital grounds. 

 

Our vision of green vegetables growing, flowers blooming, seniors and community members enjoying a 

beautifully landscaped and accessible garden are in reach. And we mean literally in reach. The community 

garden committee and coordinator worked for months on the design and layout of the garden and the final 

design includes raised beds easily reached from either side, spacious walkways to accommodate walkers or 

wheel chairs, benches, watering stations, composting, a garden shed and tools, deer proof fencing, and low 

cost annual membership. 

 

“We are thrilled to bring this new project to life, see our seniors benefit, contribute and get 

involved with the Sundre Community Garden.”  

Marita Stermann GNP Executive Director 

 

“This garden will provide a wonderful opportunity for our long term care residence as well as 

for visitors and staff at the Sundre Hospital.”  

Larry Gratton, Sundre Hospital Site Manager 

 

The coordinator Cindy Orr has been with the committee since the start-up of the project and will be 

coordinating and overseeing the construction of the garden that is planned to start in early May. Cindy, 

alongside with the many committee members, were essential in creating the user guide and handbook, 

design and overall layout of the garden. 

 

This is a true community project and will, without a doubt, build upon further ideas to start and organize 

workshops or programs that are beneficial to the community. We have heard suggestions for classes such 

as gardening know how, cooking classes, herb and flower gardening, “grow a row”, native gardening and 

much more. We look forward to working with local groups and organizations such as the Sundre Garden 

Club, the Sundre Historical Society, and River Valley School to bring these ideas to fruition. 

 

An Open House is planned for Wednesday, April 29 from 4-6PM at Greenwood Neighbourhood Place. 

This will provide more details to the public on volunteer opportunities, building and construction dates, 

reserving a plot, and much more. Also, please visit our new website at www.sundrecommunitygarden.com 

for more information! 

 

Many thanks to all parties involved. 

Greenwood Neighbourhood Place  

http://www.sundrecommunitygarden.com/

