
DRAFT
A development event for fresh ideas 

Sunday 17th January 2016

1. SUBMIT 
 
We’re looking for fresh ideas that embrace new ways of storytelling and challenge convention, 
be that (but not limited to) intertwined monologues, spoken word, work that is ambiguous in de-
tail or simply open to interpretation. 
 
We don’t want to confine submissions to a specific theme, and extracts can be from a full-length 
play or first draft ideas. Most important to us is that you see a future in the work and that this op-
portunity would be beneficial in helping shape those next steps. 
 
Submissions should be no longer than 15 minutes, and should be suitable or adaptable for a 
maximum cast of four actors. 
 
Submissions for the very first DRAFT on Sunday 17th January should be sent to Jordan 
Blackwood, Literary Manager at literary@theatren16.co.uk by Sunday 6th December at 5pm.  
All submissions should be clearly formatted (including page numbers) and be accompanied by 
the DRAFT submission form (download from). 

2. READ  
 
Our selection team will read all submissions and will collectively decide on 4-5 of the most excit-
ing extracts to be presented as part of the next event. 
 
For our first event, we will aim to notify all applicants if their submission has been successful or 
not by Sunday 20th December. 

3. DIRECTORS 
 
We want to offer directors something different from this process too, and are looking for those 
interested in working collaboratively and intuitively in an intensive period. 
 
Directors will be introduced to all selected extracts and their respective writers in the weeks 
leading up to the event, but will only be told which play they are directing on the morning of the 
event itself. For us, this is an exciting aspect of the process - challenging directors to stage the 
work instinctively and creating an active rehearsal environment for all. 
 
An open call for directors will be posted across various platforms in early December, with suc-
cessful applicants being notified late December. 

4. ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSION  
 
We will invite the selected writers and directors to a round-table discussion 1-2 weeks prior to 
the event, allowing writers to share their inspiration behind each extract and questions they want 
to explore from this process. 
 
This will also bring the directors closer to the work, allowing them to share their own questions 
and interpretations of the work and enter into a discussion with the writers about the future of the 
work. 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We feel this is a vital aspect of the process, allowing writers the unique opportunity to discuss 
their work in its earliest stages with potential collaborators. From this discussion, they may want 
to make minor edits to the extract before the event or simply re-evaluate questions they’re look-
ing to have answered from presenting the work to an audience. 

5. ACTORS 
 
We will audition and cast a company of professional and emerging actors for each extract, who 
will join us on the day of the event for rehearsals and, of course, the staged readings. 
 
An open call for actors will be posted across various platforms mid-late December, with auditions 
in early January. 

6. REHEARSAL 
 
On the morning of the event, the company will meet for the first time, directors will be told which 
play they are directing and each team will have the same amount of rehearsal time within which 
to stage their respective extract. 
 
We feel that a common rehearsal time, coupled with matching directors to each piece on the day 
will provoke a very fresh interpretation of the work and a very active, collaborative rehearsal 
process. 
 
Limited staging - tables and chairs - and only props absolutely necessary to the piece will be al-
lowed, and the company will have a very brief lights-up, lights-down technical rehearsal. 

7. AUDIENCE 
 
The 4-5 staged readings will be presented to a public audience, followed by an informal oppor-
tunity to share feedback in a private area of the bar.

We look forward to launching DRAFT on Sunday 17th January 2016. If you’re a writer, director or 
actor interested in getting involved, please check our website page and twitter for updates on rele-
vant call-outs and deadlines.

Any questions should be sent to Jordan at literary@theatren16.co.uk.
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