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Fire destroyed a three-story 
home in Greene County’s Reyn-
olds Plantation and left another 
home nearby heavily damaged 
and uninhabitable July 10.

Two other homes in the county 
also were damaged by what local 
authorities believe were the result 
of multiple lightening strikes 
caused from a severe thunder-
storm.

The storm also caused some 
downed trees and other damages 
throughout the county.

An estimated 80 fi refi ghters 
from throughout Greene County, 

as well as Putnam County, battled 
the two damaging fi res for several 
hours before they were able to 
bring them under control.

The worst of the four  reported 
fi res was at 2040 Hixon’s Bluff, 
home of John and Cynthia 
Kausch in Reynolds Plantation.

The home of Betty Stewart, 
who lived in the Richland Creek 
area, north of where the other 
structure fi res occurred, had 
structure damaged that inhibited 
her from returning to her home. 
The remaining two fi res, which 
only caused slight damages, were 
at 1060 Callahan Ridge and 1091 
Simmons Bridge, both in Reyn-
olds Plantation.

Black smoke could be seen for 
several miles in various directions 
due to the fi res.

Local fi refi ghters with the 
Walker Church Volunteer Fire 
Department fought the blaze at 
the Stewart home, Fire Chief 
Byron Lombard said. 

“I could see the fi re all in the 
attic,” said Lombard, who also 
serves as county manager and is 
director of the county’s emergency 
management agency. “There was 
thick black smoke coming out 
everywhere.”

Lombard, who had a DSPA-5 
special fi re extinguisher in his 
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A new state gun law that allows 
for certain individuals at schools 
to carry fi rearms on the premises 
has been adopted at Lake Oconee 
Academy.

Offi cials at the publicly funded 
charter school have not yet decided 
how many individuals might be 
armed when a new school year 
begins Aug. 1. But one thing is for 
certain-at least one person on the 
staff will be armed.

LOA has relied in the past on 

protection it receives from deputies 
and investigators with the Greene 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce, because the 
school has no resource offi cers. 

The new state law, “The Safe 
Carry Protection Act,” was passed 
by the General Assembly under 
House Bill 60 and signed into law 

in April.
That was one of two bills that 

allows for school boards to desig-
nate employees to carry guns on 
campus in certain circumstances. 
The other one does not require or 
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LOA offi cials adopt new gun law for protection
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Billy W. Hobbs/Staff
John and Cynthia Kauschs’ home at 2040 Hixon’s Bluff at Reynolds 
Plantation was destroyed by fi re after lightening struck it during a severe 
thunderstorm July 10.

Contributed
Firefi ghters battle the blaze at a home in Reynolds Plantation 
caused by a lightning strike July 10.

Couple lost 
their ‘dream 
home’ to fire
Billy W. Hobbs
bhobbs@lakeoconeenews.us

Tom Balicki and his wife, Deb-
bie, didn’t know what to think 
when they heard a big explosion 
on the afternoon of July 10 in 
their otherwise quite neighbor-
hood of Reynolds Plantation.

“The explosion shook the 
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The Madison Council voted 
unanimously Monday to increase 
the monthly base rate for natural 
gas service from $7 to $9 for its 
residential customers.

It was the second of a two-step 
plan to stabilize the city’s natural 
gas revenues, which frequently 

take a dip in warmer months 
when natural gas is not needed 
as a heating source. Similar base 
rate increases, up to $30 a month, 
were approved for the city’s busi-
ness and industrial customers.

Madison imposed a $7 base rate 
for its typical residential custom-
ers two years ago. City Manager 

Madison council approves 
hike in natural gas rate
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The Primary Runoff elec-
tion will be July 22, with early 
voting ending today (July 18) 
at 7 p.m.

The Republican ballot for 
Morgan County has f our con-

tested elections – 10th district 
in the U.S. House between Mike 

Primary runoff set July 22
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ground and everything 
around it,” said Tom Balicki, 
as he recalled what led up 
to his neighbors’ John and 
Cynthia Kausch loss of their 
home from i re. “Debbie 
and I were standing in the 
kitchen of our home looking 
out toward the lake when we 
saw this big l ash and heard 
a big explosion seconds 
later.”

The explosion turned out 
to be a lightning hit, which 
struck the chimney of the 
Kauschs’ three-story home 
at 2040 Hixon’s Bluff. The 
home of the Kausch’s and 
Balinkis were separated by a 

vacant home.
Flames quickly raced 

through the large home, and 
within less than a couple of 
hours, the home, valued at 
more than $2 million, and 
contents had been reduced 
to rubble and ashes.

Balinkis said it took about 
10 minutes before he was 
able to go outside to see 
what had happened.

He said the heavy rain 
kept him inside, initially.

When he walked out-
side, he saw what he never 
expected to see.

“I saw l ames shooting 
20-25 feet high above the 
rooftop of my neighbor’s 
home, Balinkis said.

“Some of the l ames were 
even higher than the pine 
trees around us. I’ve never 

seen anything like it,” he 
said.

John and Cynthia Kausch 
were at their mountain 
home in North Carolina at 
the time the i re broke out 
at their home in Reynolds 
Plantation.

Another neighbor of the 
Kauschs’, Kitty Cottrill, 
immediately called the 911 
emergency operations cen-
ter in Greene County to 
report the i re.

“I tell you what, after see-
ing those i rei ghters bat-
tle that big i re for as long 
as they did, I have a much 
deeper appreciation for what 
they do,” Cottrill said. “They 
were real professional.”

The Kauschs had lived in 
their home for seven years. 

“It was our dream home,” 

John Kausch, a retired 
administrator with Hospi-
tal Corporation of America. 
“We had lived in London 
for 10 years before deciding 
to move to Greene County 
and build this home here 
in Reynolds Plantation. We 
loved it. We really did.”

He said the home was 
insured, but the loss of per-
sonal items, such as pho-
tographs, and things he 
and his wife had collected 
through the years of their 
marriage, would be the big-
gest loss to them.

“It’s bad to lose all of your 
personal mementoes, etc.,” 
he said.

 He said he was thankful 
that he and his wife and 
their two dogs were away 
when the i re broke out.

emergency pickup truck for 
several years, decided to use 
it for the i rst time.

He said he tossed it inside 
the attic in hopes that the 
chemical agent inside the 
cylinder would do its job 
and smother the i re.

The idea worked and 
bought what Lombard 
described as time for fellow 
i rei ghters to arrive and 
help extinguish hot spots 
and vent the rooftop of the 
home.

“That i re extinguisher 
made all the difference in 
the world,” Lombard said. 
“I’d recommend it to all res-
idential homeowners.”

Lombard went inside the 
home and retrieved Stew-
art’s purse, her notebook 
computer, and some other 
items. He also moved her 
late husband’s Ford F-150 
pickup from the area so that 
it wouldn’t get damaged by 
the i re or be in the way of 
i rei ghters doing their jobs.

“We didn’t want her to 
lose anything more than 

she had to,” Lombard said.
“We did all we could to 

save as much of the home 
as we could,” Old Salem 
Fire Rescue Deputy Chief 
Tyler Moore said of the i re 
that destroyed the Kasuchs’ 
home.

He said the i re was 
believed to have been 

caused when lightning hit a 
large chimney and ran into 
the attic and then the base-
ment of the home.

“It was a very active 
i re with l ames coming 
through the walls when I 
arrived,” Moore said. “We 
were basically behind the 
eight ball before we ever 

got started, because the i re 
had such a big jump on us.”

He explained that 
on-duty crew i rei ghters 
initially attempted to i ght 
the raging l ames of the i re 
in an interior manner. That 
idea was abandoned after 
Moore walked around the 
outside of the home and 

spotted i re everywhere he 
looked.

“Fire was quickly con-
suming the whole house, so 
I ordered our interior attack 

team out of the home and 
we set out to control the i re, 
defensively,” Moore said.

It was a process that took 
several hours.

Moore said he wishes he 
and the other i rei ghters 
who battled that i re could 
have done more.

“We were able to keep the 
i re from spreading into the 
double-garage, but that was 
all,” Moore said.

Firei ghters from Old 
Salem Fire Rescue were 
assisted by i rei ghters from 
Greensboro Fire Rescue, 
Greshamville Volunteer 
Fire Department and Lib-
erty Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. They also received 
mutual assistance from sev-
eral i rei ghters with Put-
nam County Fire Rescue, 
including a ladder truck. 

In addition, i rei ghters 
from neighboring Morgan 
County also received an 
emergency page alert to 
assist Greene County i re-
i ghters. That assistance 
call later was canceled.
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John 
Kausch 
talks to his 
insurance 
agent 
outside 
his home, 
which went 
from being 
his dream 
home 
to ruins 
after fi re 
destroyed it 
July 10.
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Check out the
NEW FURNITURE STORE
next to the BP Station on the 
Greensboro Highway, near 
Lake Oconee, ¼ mile south 

of the pyramid.

COME ON IN!
WE’RE ALMOST READY

The Furniture Outlet

706-923-1111
954 Greensboro Hwy NE

Eatonton, GA 31024

Home of the

Matters Center

Designed and
Built in the USA2014

Women’s Choice Award®

America’s Best for Home

*Georgia Power customers may be eligible to receive a rebate of 50% of the installed cost up to $300 on qualified insulation 
upgrades. Rebate available through December 2014. Application and receipt/invoice must be submitted within 60 days of 
purchase or installation. Installation of dense pack or wet cellulose and spray foam insulation (also considered an air sealing 
improvement) must be installed by a Program Participating Contractor. Certain preconditions and requirements must be met in 
order to qualify for this rebate. © 2014 Georgia Power. All rights reserved.

More energy escapes your home through the attic 
than anywhere else.
That’s why Georgia Power wants to give you a rebate up to $300 for upgrading the 

insulation in your attic with qualifying materials. You’ll feel more comfortable and 

save money all year long. Learn more about qualifying products and rebate details at 

georgiapower.com/homeimprovements or call 1-877-310-5607.

WANT TO SAVE ENERGY?
CHECK UNDER YOUR ROOF.
GET UP TO A $300 REBATE* FOR INSULATING YOUR ATTIC. 
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FACEBOOK.COM/HUMANEMORGAN

WWW.HUMANEMORGAN.ORG • 706-343-9977

1170 FAIRGROUND RD MADISON GA.

This beauty is one of many, 
many cats and kittens 
waiting to be adopted 
at the HSMC adoption 
Center.  All felines are 
up to date on vax, FELV/
FIV negative, spayed or 
neutered and have a 
microchip for just $35!
Join us in celebration of 
20th year anniversary 
on July 12th at the HS in 
Madison, purchase your $1 
rale tickets for a chance 
to win $1000 visa gift card!

Meet

Jade!Jade!
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