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Former Kapolei resident
Daniel Kauahi is seeking
support to make a dream
come true. Now living in
Los Angeles, he hopes to
raise $8,000 with his original
T-shirt designs  in order
for him and his children to
move back to the Islands.
To raise funds, he started a
campaign on  crowdfunding
website, Kickstarter.

Kauahi made the move
to California in 1997 and
graduated from Chapman
University with a degree
in film and a minor in
graphic arts. He now works
as a dolly grip and has had
a hand in films and televi-
sion shows such as Fast
and the Furious: Tokyo
Drift, Mr. Deeds, Dexter,
Private Practice and dozens
more. 

“They trust me to coor-

dinate with the director
and the cinematographer
to achieve the shot they
are looking for. I really
enjoying being an actual
part of the creative process,”
Kauahi said.

“Next time you watch a
movie and you see the
camera move dramatically
around the actor or chase
along side a car, or crane
way up, or just about any
actual movement at all,
you can see exactly the
type of thing I do. It also
gives me great pride that,
although people may not
actually notice my work,
it is all there for millions
to see.”

While he feels fortunate
to be working in the indus-
try, Kauahi is using his
expertise in graphic arts to
make his way back home
to Oahu. 

“The film industry in

Hawaii can’t provide me
with as much steady work
as I find in Los Angeles,
so I’m looking to expand
in new directions,” he
explained. “I’ve always
wanted to move home. It’s
the home of my ancestors
and my ohana.” 

Kauahi moved to
California to be closer to
his eldest son, Kealii (17),
who will graduate from
high school next year. 

“Once that happens, I
don’t have to stay here (in
California),” he says. “I
very much want to give
my two young children
(Maile, 7, and Koa, 2) the
opportunity to experience
Hawaii the way I did.” 

His Kickstarter campaign
ends July 31. As per the
website’s rules, his cam-

paign must raise all $8,000
in order to receive any of
the pledges.

“My desire to start a
clothing line is honestly
born of the need to express
my artistic side,” he said.
“I’ve always been a closet
artist. I had been to a lot of

Hawaii festivals here (in
California) yearning to just
get a piece of anything
Hawaiian and Polynesian.

“Then I noticed that there
were a heck of a lot of
people yearning for the
same thing. I saw a lot of
the clothes and thought …

I could just design some-
thing that I’d like to wear
and hopefully people would
like what I created. That’s
how District 808 was born.”

Kauahi hopes to make
District 808 more than just
a T-shirt company in the
future. He dreams of open-
ing shops in places as far
as Japan and also wants to
establish a scholarship pro-
gram. 

“It all starts with the
Kickstarter,” he explained.
“Hopefully that is successful
and I continue on in the
direction I’d like. If I don’t
reach my goal, it’s not the
end.”

Visit district808.com or
kickstarter.com/projects/389
805395/district-808-hawai-
ian-inspired-t-shirt-designs
for more information.
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Daniel Kauahi at work as a dolly grip. Photo from
Daniel Kauahi.

Former Kapolei Resident Hopes T-shirts Are Ticket To Home  

• Transfer Old Film to DVD
• Transfer Video Tape to DVD
• Transfer Audio Tape/LP to CD
• Convert Foreign Tapes/DVDs

to American Standard
• PC/MAC Video Formats
• CD/DVD Replications
• Slideshows-Students/Athletes/ Parties
• Internet Cafe with 12 Computer Stations
• Now Doing Computer Repairs
• Projector, Screen and Portable Audio

System Rentals

487-3475
www.808burners.com

HARBOR CENTER
98-027 HEKAHA ST. UNIT #13

Behind Cutter Ford Aiea

Live life your way! You & your family deserve the best home care. From a few hours 
a week to 24/7 care, we’ll tailor a personalized home care plan to fit your lifestyle.

Each office is independently owned & operated

Experience Home Care You Can TrustMaking Life Easier®

(808) 626-5968 or (808) 636-6568
Please Call 

for a FREE

Consultation.

677-5388

F I N E 

R A M E N 

H O U S E

ton ton
ramen

10% OFF
ENTIRE MENU

Must present coupon to receive offer. Expires 7/31/13.
Cannot be combined with any special or discount.

Yuri’s Dog Salon

Grand Opening Specials
30% OFF

Basic
Grooming

50% OFF
Full

Grooming

Japanese Style Dog Grooming

($25 and up) ($55 and up)

After

Before*Offers expire 7/31/13. Valid for new customers only.


