
 

 ON JUNE 12, 2014   
  Niagara Poverty  
 Reduction Network  

 

 

asks that you vote for a  

POVERTY FREE 
ONTARIO 

Let’s Protect Food Money 
 
 Phase in a full housing benefit to make sure that all 

low income tenants spend no more than 30% of their 
overall household budgets on rent.  

 

 Create a comprehensive plan for increasing the stock 
of safe and affordable housing for Ontario’s low      
income individuals and families 

 

Let’s Protect Teeth  
 

 Expand Ontario’s public dental programs to low      
income adults and seniors.  

 
For more information, or to download this pamphlet and a 
Poverty Free Ontario sign, visit the Niagara Poverty       
Reduction Network website—www.wipeoutpoverty.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poverty Free Ontario is an initiative of the Social       
Planning Network of Ontario—www.povertyfreeontario.ca 

 

 

 

PROVINCIAL ELECTION 2014 



Poverty in Ontario  
 

 A lone mother with one child on social assistance       
receives $1455 a month, $893 below the poverty line.  

 

 A single adult on Ontario Works receives $626 a 
month, $1039 below the poverty line.  

 

 A single adult on Ontario Disability receives $1086 a 
month, $565 below the poverty line.  

 

 After deductions, a full-time minimum wage earner 
brings home approximately $1400 a month, $106    
below the poverty line.  

 

 1 in every 5 Ontarians doesn’t visit a dentist because 
of cost.  

 

The basic cost of living (shelter, food, utilities, clothing, 
transportation and phone) in Niagara is approximately 
$1200 a month.  It’s no wonder 375,814 people in Ontario 
used a food bank last year. 10.9% were working and 35% 
were children.  
 

 

Consequences of Poverty in Canada  
 

Poverty has consequences on the health care and criminal 
justice systems and lost productivity that add up to         
approximately $79 to $95 billion dollars a year, according 
to Canada without Poverty. On the other hand, it would 
cost approximately $30 billion to move everyone in poverty 
above the poverty line. This upstream approach would  
result in a $42 billion savings in health care expenses 
alone. 
 

 

Supporters of Poverty Free Ontario are calling on all   
political parties in Ontario and their electoral candidates 
running for election to End Deep Poverty and Working 
Poverty in Ontario.  
 
Ending Deep Poverty in Ontario: 
 

 Introduce a $100 per month Healthy 
Food Supplement as a first step to 
adequate social assistance rates. 

 

 Recognize that Ontario needs an adequate        
simplified and responsive social assistance system 
to end deep poverty.  

 

 Bring in a comprehensive plan for social assistance 
reform by 2015 so that no one lives in deep poverty 
in one of the world’s richest countries.  

 
 

End Working Poverty in Ontario 
 

 Raise the minimum wage gradually over three 
years so that having full time work means that you 
are living at least 10% above the poverty line.  

 

 Pursue tough employment standards and           
employment equity initiatives to end practices 
which deny workers fair access to decent work and 
full wage for the labour.  

 

 

The persistence of poverty in Ontario reflects a failure of our governments to  
create the basic living conditions for the health and well-being of all.  

CALL FOR ACTION  
END POVERTY IN ONTARIO  


