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dr wurlitzer's ANTI-wind hot air deflector 

OK - it's Christmas season - social gatherings aplenty during one of which someone is 

bound to bring up energy. From there it is only a short hop to wind turbines and then to 

someone trotting out the usual; "Wind doesn't work because....". 

So this season you need our wonder anti-wind hot air defender. We have delved into our 

collective experience and, in particular, looked back over the last year, to condense a list of 

the most common anti-wind messages and the responses to them. So now, forewarned 

and forearmed, you can venture fearless into this season's social circuit ready to answer 

wind energy naysayers with the latest financial, economic and technical data. 

 

the most common anti wind myths 
1. Wind is expensive (hot favourite) Answer... 

2. Wind Energy is not reliable/is not baseload (close second!)  Answer... 

3. Wind may be O.K. but no-one is using it to any significant extent Answer... 

4. High wind states/provinces/regions pay more for electricity Answer... 

5. at the end of the day gas is cheaper Answer... 

6. life cycle carbon emissions from a wind turbine are high Answer... 

7. people do not like wind turbines near them Answer... 

8. wind energy is bad for your health.  Answer... 
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1. Wind Energy is expensive 

 

Back in the early days this 
was a favorite but folk using 
it are increasingly out of 
touch. The reality is that 
Saskatoon sits in a high 
wind belt that stretches from 
Central Saskatchewan to 
the Texas/Mexico border. In 
that region wind energy is 
cost competitive as is 
evidenced by this data from 
the US Energy Information 
Administration.  
And if someone  chooses 
not to believe the US EIA 
then there is not too much 
more one can say. 

 
Back to top 

2. Wind is not reliable/is not baseload 

Wind detractors love this one: not least 
because of the confusion factor. Really - 
electrical engineering is not easy at the 
best of times let alone with someone who 
knows everything.  
 
So - the short answer is that detailed 
electrical studies have been conducted in 
multiple jurisdictions in North America, 
Europe, Australasia and elsewhere. This 
includes two studies carried out on the two 
halves (the Eastern and Western 
Interconnections) of the North American 
electrical grid.  

 

  
Those studies have found that, on an integrated and well-run electricity grid, it is technically and 

economically feasible to generate at least 20% of total electricity using wind turbines. 

Back to top 
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3.  Wind may be O.K. but no-one is using it to any significant extent 

Another dated argument. While this may have been true 20 years ago - it is no longer. Actually 

Saskatchewan, with only 3% of its electricity coming from wind, lags behind 17 US States as well 

as 19 European countries that have a significantly poorer wind resource.  

 
Back to top 

4. High wind states/provinces/regions pay more for electricity 

Not!  Actually the people in the 17 US States noted in 3.  (above) now pay less, on average, for their 

electricity than do the people of Saskatchewan.   

 

Just to really drive the point home: it is worth noting that Warren Buffett owned 'MidAmerican 

Energy' is currently building 1,000 megawatts of new wind in Iowa which, when completed in 2015, 

will see Iowa generating 30% of its electricity from wind. 
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5. at the end of the day gas is cheaper 

Your response to this - 'How  much will gas cost in 10, 5 or, indeed, only 1 year from now?' You won't 

get an answer!  The reason - nobody knows. The reality of gas is that when prices rise - the 

Saskatchewan ratepayer will have to pay the bill. This graph, which shows the estimated price of 

electricity from a gas fired power station over the last 13 years vs. the price of electricity from a wind 

turbine, illustrates the point. And that point? It is that the cost of wind energy is fixed (& known) on the 

first day it is turned on - the cost of gas is variable (& unknown) over its entire life. 

 
Source: US EIA Natural Gas Wellhead Prices & US EIA 2013 Levelized Cost Comparison + SCW Estimates 
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6. life cycle carbon emissions from a wind turbine are high 

Get real! For every unit of electricity generated and including carbon emitted during construction, wind 

turbines emit 80 times less carbon than coal and 40 times less carbon than natural gas. Not bad!  
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7. people do not like wind turbines near them 

 

People object to bad 
developments and not to 
wind. This may sound like 
semantics but is 
demonstrated conclusively 
by the experience of 
Germany (left) and 
Denmark (right). 

 
 

Each of the dots on these country maps represents a wind 
farm. The majority of these wind turbines are located close 
to houses and villages. That this is possible is explained 
by the fact that more than 50% of all wind capacity in 
Germany and Denmark is owned by  individuals, farmers, 
collectives or municipalities - i.e. community wind. 

In other words - when people have a direct ownership position in a wind turbine and feel that it is truly 

built by the community and for its benefit, there is overwhelming support.  
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8. wind energy is bad for your health  

Since the early 1980's almost 300,000 wind turbines have been installed around the world and today 

there are about 60,000 of them operating in the United States and Canada. Tens of thousands of 

people worldwide live near and work at operating wind turbines without health effects.  
 

Wind energy enjoys considerable public support, but wind energy detractors have publicized their 

concerns that wind turbines cause adverse health effects.  In response to these concerns numerous 

studies have been undertaken looking at extensive epidemiological data around  the world. Those 

studies conclusively demonstrate that reports of negative health impacts are not supported by 

science. On the contrary they find that the health benefits of wind far outweigh the negatives. 
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Looking for more information? www.saskatooncommunitywind.ca 
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