
If you suspect an overdose, 

Call 911 
You cannot be arrested, charged, or 
prosecuted for:  

• Drug paraphernalia
• Small amounts of controlled

substances 
• Underage purchase and

possession of alcohol 

Immunity from violation of: 

• Protective order or restraining order
• Conditions of pretrial release,

probation or parole 

AHRC’s goal is to educate drug users and 
non-users, community leaders, elected 
officials, and other organizations about 
the effectiveness of harm reduction 
strategies to reduce HIV/AIDS 
transmission and prevent drug overdose. 
Building trusting relationships between 
AHRC outreach workers and drug users is 
the foundation upon which behavioral 
changes are built.  

In the community where we deliver 
interventions, we have provided HIV and 
overdose prevention tools and information 
every Saturday morning since May 8 of 
1995 – rain, shine, and holidays.  

AHRC’s HIV/overdose prevention outreach 
is based on a harm reduction approach, 
where someone using drugs is treated 
with dignity as a human being and the 
outreach worker is a supportive facilitator 
towards changing high-risk behaviors. The 
service delivery environment fosters self-
esteem, self-advocacy, and community 
among people who use drugs. Our 
consistent delivery of services combined 
with our non-judgmental/non-
manipulative approach has gained the 
trust and respect of the community. 
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Call 911 
State what you see: 

“The person is 
unconscious and not 
breathing.” Clearly 
state the address of 

the overdose. 

Sternal Rub 
Check if they are 

responsive by rubbing 
your fist up and down 
their chest along the 

sternum. If they don’t 
wake up, call 911. 

Give 
Rescue 

Breathing 
Tilt their head 
back slightly, 

pinch their nose, 
and give 1 

breath every 5 
seconds. 

Give 
Naloxone 

In-between breaths 
prepare the 

naloxone and inject 
it straight into a 

muscle (upper arm, 
butt, or thigh). 

911  
Medical 
Amnesty  
& Overdose 
Survival  in 
Georgia 

AHRC is located at: 472 Paines 
Avenue N.W., Atlanta, GA 30318 



Opiate Overdose Prevention and Survival 

Signs of an Overdose Overdose Myths 9-1-1 Medical Amnesty Law 

Naloxone (Narcan) is an 
effective, prescription  

medication that reverses 
opioid drug overdose. 

Limited Immunity for Possession of 
Certain Drugs and/or Alcohol: As of April 
24th, 2014, a person who seeks medical 
assistance for someone experiencing a drug 
overdose cannot be arrested, charged, or 
prosecuted for small amounts of controlled 
substances and marijuana for an individual 
experiencing a drug-related overdose if the 
evidence was obtained as a result of seeking 
medical assistance. This applies to the victim 
as well.  

As of April 24th, 2014, any person who seeks 
medical assistance for someone experiencing 
an alcohol-related overdose cannot be 
arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a number 
of crimes related to underage alcohol. This 
immunity applies to penalties or violations 
related to seeking medical assistance, the 
person who seeks medical assistance and the 
victim. 

Limited Immunity for Probation, Parole, 
and Other Violations: As of April 24th, 2014, 
a person who seeks medical assistance for 
themselves or others in a drug overdose will 
not be subjected to penalties for violation of a 
protective order or restraining order, or 
sanctions for violation of a condition of pretrial 
release, probation, or parole.  

Naloxone Immunity: As of April 24th, 2014, 
physicians acting in good faith may prescribe 
naloxone to a pain management clinic, first 
responder, harm reduction organization, 
family member, friend, or other person in a 
position to assist a person at risk of opioid 
overdose, and pharmacists are permitted to 
dispense naloxone under that prescription. 
The physician, pharmacist, and person 
administering the drug are immune from civil, 
criminal, and professional liability as long as 
they act in good faith and in compliance with 
the applicable standard of care. 

The following do not work to reverse 
opiate and opioid-based overdoses, 

but are not limited to: 

• Cold shower

• Letting them sleep it off

• Giving someone coffee or
making them walk around

• Injecting with anything other
than naloxone (salt water,
milk, mayonnaise)

The only viable option when 
someone is experiencing 

an opiate overdose is  
to call 911, initiate rescue 
breathing, and administer 

naloxone. 

To find a drug treatment 
center near you, visit: 

http://findtreatment.samhsa.gov	  

or call 

1-800-662-(HELP) 4357 

The #1 sign of an OD is: 

Unresponsiveness 

Other signs include: 

• Not breathing, turning
blue, deep snoring

• Gasping, gurgling
• Slow heartbeat/pulse

Risk Factors: 

• Mixing different types of drugs
(opiates with alcohol and/or
benzos)

• Quality and difference in purity
levels based off batch

• Low Tolerance due to not
using opiates after
incarceration, detox,
or drug-free drug treatment

• Using Alone behind locked
door, unable to be found

• Compromised Health due to
an infection, lack of sleep

• Stressful or new
environments


