
PEACEMAKERS 
 

 
Dear educator, 

 
As a second grade teacher in Milwaukee Public Schools, I am always looking for 
ways to help my students better understand the world around them, and to know 
that there is always something they can do to make our world a better place. When 
I learned about the film Peacemakers in January 2012, I was excited to get on-
board ~ especially as a teacher who consciously tries to bring issues of peace and 
justice to my students. 

Throughout the past school year my second graders and I worked on a variety of 
lessons and projects around issues of peace. One afternoon I shared information 
with my students about Peacemakers and they immediately wanted to help raise 
money for the film. They decided to make handmade jewelry and baked good items 
to sell during Parent/Teacher conferences. In doing so, the students raised almost 
$700! As a result, they became founding members of Peacemakers Student 
Ambassadors.  

With the intention to encourage other teachers to support Peacemakers as well as 
consider having their students become Peacemakers Student Ambassadors, a kit 
has been created for your use. The kit includes the following: 

• Lesson plan ideas to help you create a Peacemakers classroom community 
• A handout entitled ‘MY GIFTS’ 
• A template for I am a Peacemaker labels 
• A template for an I am a Peacemaker certificate to give to each of your 

students 
• Fundraising ideas to help your students and you raise money for Peacemakers 
• Information regarding how your students can become Peacemakers Student 

Ambassadors 

I am so excited about the prospect of having on-board more Peacemaker Student 
Ambassadors! And, when your students join up, you automatically will be included 
as one of our Peacemakers ambassadors as well! 

Please feel free to email me at ClassroomAmbassadorProgram@gmail.com for ways 
I can support your involvement with Peacemakers. 

 
Thank you, 

 
Dale Weiss 
2nd grade teacher, La Escuela Fratney 
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OVERVIEW:  PEACEMAKERS LESSON PLANS 

The Peacemakers Student Ambassadors Kit is divided into sections for different grade 
levels: early childhood, primary, and middle school/high school. Each section explains 
a Peacemakers lesson that can be implemented with students at that grade level. The 
lesson is described as taking two days to complete; however the lesson could easily be 
implemented over a longer period of time. The lesson plan is a suggestion. Feel free 
to adapt it as needed to better meet the needs of you and your students. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD GRADES 

Building a strong, positive classroom community is so incredibly important all year 
long! Included below is a way to begin your school year by building a classroom 
community based around the concept of peace.  

Day 1 of the Project 

DAY 1 SUPPLIES 

• Paper ‘mini-me’ cutouts: There are different ways to do this. Feel free to use 
the template included with this kit. If you choose this option, duplicate the 
template on various skin-tone colors of paper that are representative of the 
skin-tones of your students. Or, you can have each child draw his/her own 
‘mini-me.’ Other supplies you need will include: glue sticks, pencils, markers, 
construction paper, and patterned paper.  

Bring your students together in a classroom community format. Have everyone sit in a 
circle so each person is easily visible to everyone else. Begin by asking your students 
what they think a peaceful classroom community would look and sound like. List the 
students’ ideas on the left side of a T-chart, entitled “A Peaceful Classroom.” 
Common responses would include such things as using kind words; everyone waits 
their turn; only one person speaks at a time; no hitting; and use your words to solve 
problems.  

Next, ask your students what they think a classroom community would look and sound 
like if it was not a peaceful classroom community. Your students’ ideas will most 
likely be the opposite of their previous answers. Write these ideas on the left side of 
the T-chart, entitled “Not a Peaceful Classroom.” 

Have the children role-play the ideas on both sides of the T-chart. This will help them 
have a concrete sensory experience of both the preferred outcome of a peaceful 
classroom, as well as a non-peaceful classroom. 

Tell your students that as a classroom community, everyone going to focus on creating 
a peaceful classroom environment, and that each person in the classroom community 
will have a very important role in bringing this about. Ask the students to think about 
what they each might do to bring about a peaceful classroom community. After 
providing a bit of think-time, ask students to share their idea with a partner, and then 
have everyone share aloud as a group. On a piece of chart paper, write down each 
student’s name and their idea. Tell your students that they will be doing something 
special with their idea tomorrow. 

Then, ask each student to choose a paper cutout person that most closely resembles 
his or her own skin tone. Tell your students that they will be creating a mini-person 
that looks like him or her. If you have small mirrors available, have each child take a 
look at their eye and hair color. (It is always interesting how young children often do 
not know this information). Remind students that their skin color, and hair and eye 
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color, should be as accurate as possible. The patterned paper can be used for making 
the clothes. 

It will take about an hour for your students to complete their mini-me people. This 
hour will not only provide a beautifully creative project, but also time for community 
building as all students are engaged in the same kind of creative, meaningful project. 

IN PREPARATION FOR DAY 2 OF THE PROJECT 
 
Have the following prepared for day 2 of the project: 

1. For each individual child, on a small slip of paper write down her/his name and 
the way s/he will be a peacemaker. 

2. On each individual index card, write ‘I am a Peacemaker.’ Or if you prefer to 
use ‘I am a Peacemaker’ labels, a template is provided for you. Simply run the 
template off on a sheet of address labels. A label can then be affixed to the 
top of each individual index card.  

3. You will also need an I am a Peacemaker certificate for each of your students. 
A certificate template is provided for you in this Kit. Please complete a 
certificate for each student, along with signing your name. 

 

Day 2 of the Project 

DAY 2 SUPPLIES 
 

Pencils, markers, crayons, glue sticks, index card, and the individual small pieces of 
paper where you wrote each child’s name and how they will work for peace in the 
classroom.  

Have your students bring their mini-me people to your classroom meeting space. As in 
the day before, have the students sit in a circle. Point to the piece of chart paper 
where you listed each child’s name and how it want to contribute to having a 
peaceful classroom this school year. Ask the students if they can think of a name for a 
person who is helping make peace. Hopefully they will come up with the term 
peacemaker! If not, help focus the conversation in that direction.  

Next, explain that each child will make a peacemaker card for its mini-person to hold. 
Hold up a sample.  

Have the children use pencils when writing on their index card. The perimeter of each 
card can then be decorated with markers or crayons. Remind the students to not color 
on top of the words they’ve written.  

As children complete their peacemaker card, have them affix the card to the hand of 
their mini-me. Glue sticks work best. Next, have the children sit in a circle in the 
community-meeting place of your classroom. Have each child say how it will be a 
peacemaker. For example, ‘My name is Rafael and I will be a peacemaker by using 
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kind words.’ Have the children acknowledge each other – i.e. by clapping or giving a 
thumbs-up.  

A space on the walls near your community area would be a great place to hang the 
mini-me peacemakers. If not, any space in your classroom will do.  

Additionally, give each child an I am a Peacemaker certificate.  

The aforementioned Peacemakers project is designed for the first week of the school 
year. The following ideas are way to further expand this project: 

1. Monthly, have the children choose a new way to be a peacemaker, exemplified 
on a new index card. Give each student a baggie in which to store the previous 
months’ index cards. 

 
Carrying the Peacemakers Project Further 

Have the children write and/or draw about ways they are being peacemakers. In their 
drawings and writing, they can refer to different actions they wrote on their index 
cards (i.e. I am a peacemaker because I use kind words). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

PRIMARY GRADES 

Building a strong, positive classroom community is so incredibly important all year 
long! Included below is a way to begin your school year by building a classroom 
community based around the concept of peace.  

Day 1 of the Project 

DAY 1 SUPPLIES 
 

Paper, glue sticks, pencils, markers, construction paper, and patterned paper.  

Bring your students together in a classroom community format. Bring your students 
together in a classroom community format. Have everyone sit in a circle so each 
person is easily visible to everyone else. Begin by asking your students what they think 
a peaceful classroom community would look and sound like. List the students’ ideas 
on the left side of a T-chart, entitled “A Peaceful Classroom.” Common responses 
would include such things as using kind words; everyone waits their turn; only one 
person speaks at a time; no hitting; and use your words to solve problems.  

Next, ask your students what they think a classroom community would look and sound 
like if it was not a peaceful classroom community. Your students’ ideas will most 
likely be the opposite of their previous answers. Write these ideas on the left side of 
the T-chart, entitled “Not a Peaceful Classroom.” 

Have the children role-play the ideas on both sides of the T-chart. This will help them 
have a concrete sensory experience of both the preferred outcome of a peaceful 
classroom, as well as a non-peaceful classroom. 

Tell your students that as a classroom community, you are all going to focus on 
creating a peaceful classroom environment, and that each person in the classroom 
community will have a very important role in bringing this about. Ask the students to 
think about what they each might do to bring about a peaceful classroom community. 
After providing a bit of think-time, ask students to share their idea with a partner, 
and then have everyone share aloud as a group. On a piece of chart paper, write 
down each student’s name and their idea. Tell your students that they will be doing 
something special with their idea tomorrow. 

Have each child draw a picture of her/himself on a sheet of 9x12 paper. They should 
color in their mini-people. Remind students that their skin color, and hair and eye 
color, should be as accurate as possible. The patterned paper can be used for making 
the clothes. 

The mini-me people should then be cut out. 
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IN PREPARATION FOR DAY 2 OF THE PROJECT 
 
Have the following prepared for Day 2 of the project: 

1. For each individual child, on a small slip of paper write down her/his name and 
the way s/he will be a peacemaker. 

2. On each individual index card, write ‘I am a Peacemaker.’ Or if you prefer to 
use ‘I am a Peacemaker’ labels, a template is provided for you. Simply run the 
template off on a sheet of address labels. A label can then be affixed to the 
top of each individual index card.  

3. You will also need an I am a Peacemaker certificate for each of your students. 
A certificate template is provided for you in this Kit. Please complete a 
certificate for each student, along with signing your name. 

 

Day 2 of the Project 

DAY 2 SUPPLIES 
 

Pencils, markers, crayons, glue sticks, index card, and the individual small pieces of 
paper where you wrote each child’s name and how they will work for peace in the 
classroom.  

Have your students bring their mini-me people to your classroom meeting space. As in 
the day before, have the students sit in a circle. Point to the piece of chart paper 
where you listed each child’s name and how it want to contribute to having a 
peaceful classroom this school year. Ask the students if they can think of a name for a 
person who is helping make peace. Hopefully they will come up with the term 
peacemaker! If not, help focus the conversation in that direction.  

Next, explain that each child will make a peacemaker card for its mini-person to hold. 
Hold up a sample.  

Have the children use pencils when writing on their index card. The perimeter of each 
card can then be decorated with markers or crayons. Remind the students to not color 
on top of the words they’ve written.  

As children complete their peacemaker card, have them affix the card to the hand of 
their mini-me. Glue sticks work best. Next, have the children sit in a circle in the 
community-meeting place of your classroom. Have each child say how s/he will be a 
peacemaker. For example, ‘My name is Rafael and I will be a peacemaker by using 
kind words.’ Have the children acknowledge each other – i.e. by clapping or giving a 
thumbs-up.  

A space on the walls near your community area would be a great place to hang the 
mini-me peacemakers. If not, any space in your classroom will do.  

Additionally, give each child an I am a Peacemaker certificate.  
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Carrying the Peacemakers Project Further 

The aforementioned Peacemakers project is designed for the first week of the school 
year. The following ideas are way to further expand this project: 

1. Monthly, have the children choose a new way to be a peacemaker, exemplified 
on a new index card. Give each student a baggie in which to store the previous 
months’ index cards. 
 

2. Have the children write about/illustrate ways they are being peacemakers. In 
their writing, they can refer to different actions they wrote on their index 
cards (i.e. I am a peacemaker because I use kind words). 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL 

Building a strong, positive classroom community is so incredibly important all year 
long! Included below is a way to begin your school year by building a classroom 
community based around the concept of peace.  

Day 1 of the Project 

DAY 1 SUPPLIES 
 

1. Handout: My Gifts (You can download this from our website). Additional 
supplies include student journals (or paper), pencils, and highlighter pens.  

Bring your students together in a classroom community format so each person is 
visible to everyone else. Begin by asking your students to describe a peaceful 
classroom community. Take their thinking a step further by asking students to share 
examples of when they’ve experienced a peaceful classroom community. List their 
ideas on the left side of a T-chart, entitled “A Peaceful Classroom Community.” 

Next, ask your students to describe a classroom community that would feel 
unwelcome or even violent to them.  Write these ideas on the left side of the T-chart, 
entitled “Not a Peaceful Classroom Community.” 

Have the students role-play the ideas on both sides of the T-chart, and then journal 
about any feelings that came up during the role-plays. For example, a student who’d 
previously been bullied may have reactions to the role-play about bullying. Or, during 
the role-play on accepting differences, a student who’s always felt ‘different,’ might 
realize how deeply s/he desires to be accepted in a classroom community. Provide an 
opportunity for the students to share what they wrote in their journal entries. This 
should be voluntary, as some students might want to keep their thoughts/feelings 
more private. 

Tell your students that as a classroom community, you are all going to focus on 
creating a peaceful classroom environment, and that each person in the classroom 
community has a vital role in this. Explain how each member of the classroom 
community matters and contributes to the community in many ways ~ sometimes in 
positive ways, and other times in ways that weaken the community. Emphasize that 
each student many ways in which they can contribute in positive ways to their 
classroom community, and that each of these ways are their gifts to the community.  

Give each student a copy of the handout, MY GIFTS. Have the students look over the 
handout, and then as a class, discuss how each gift contributes to a being peaceful 
individuals and a peaceful classroom. Ask students to choose 3 gifts that mean the 
most to them, and then highlight those with a highlighter pen.  

Ask the students to decide on the one gift they want to focus on during the first 
semester of the school year, and then journal about why they chose this gift. 
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Day 2 of the Project 

IN PREPARATION FOR DAY 2 OF THE PROJECT 
 
Have the following prepared for Day 2 of the project: 

1. You will need one 22”x28” sheet of white poster board per student, pencils, 
crayons, and markers. (Use smaller sheets of poster board if that is more 
conducive to display space in your classroom). 
 

2. You will also need an I am a Peacemaker certificate for each of your students. 
A certificate template is provided for you in this Kit. Please complete a 
certificate for each student, along with signing your name. 

Provide each student with a 22”x28” sheet of white poster board. Each student will 
then create a poster that exhibits their own meaning of the gift they chose to focus 
on. The word exemplifying the gift that was chosen, along with the word Peacemaker, 
should be included in a visible way on the poster.  

After they complete the project, have students explain their poster to their 
classmates. The posters should then be displayed in the classroom. Throughout the 
semester refer to the students’ posters and the gifts they represent. Remember to 
connect each gift with being peacemakers. 

Additionally, please give each of your students an I am a Peacemaker certificate. 
Have your students acknowledge each student as s/he receives their certificate. 

 
Carrying the Project Further 

The aforementioned Peacemakers project is designed for the first semester of the 
school year. The following ideas are way to further expand this project: 

1. Throughout the semester, have each student write in a journal regarding their 
progress working on the gift they chose. 

2.  Repeat the same project for the second semester of the school year. 

     3.  It would be common for students to mention issues of peacemaking – as well as   
violence – that exist in their school, communities, city and state. Have students 
share personal examples of both peacemaking and violence, along with ones 
they have witnessed/continue to witness. Have students collectively decide on 
a way to reduce violence in their school and communities, and then take 
action. 
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FUNDRAISING IDEAS 
 

One main way we are seeking to fund the production of Peacemakers is through crowd 
funding. In short, this means seeking donations from individuals and organizations 
that support what we are doing. On our homepage 
www.thepeacemakermovement.com, you can view different donation options and the 
accompanying incentives we offer.  

In addition to crowd funding, we encourage our supporters to host a fundraiser for 
Peacemakers. Below are a few ideas. 

For younger children 
 

Younger children love making and selling handmade items. Consider simple beaded 
bracelets, necklaces, and key chains. When possible, try to get the supplies donated. 
Bake sales are another great option. Keep your students’ families updated on your 
work with creating a classroom of peacemakers, as well as your support of the film 
Peacemakers. As your students’ enthusiasm grows, so will parental support of 
Peacemakers. More likely than not parents will then want to support your efforts by 
contributing baked goods for your Peacemakers fundraising bake sale. Other ideas 
include hosting a carwash or rummage sale.  

For older children and adults 
 

The ideas mentioned above work for older children as well. Being more capable, older 
children are also able to coordinate other kinds of fundraisers. Some ideas include a 
Talent Show, a concert, an auction, and a Run/Walk where pledges are obtained per 
mile. As with producing all large events, it’s important to provide yourselves with 
ample lead-time. That way, you’ll have better success with getting items donated, as 
well as a great turnout for your event. 

The sky’s the limit! We look forward to hearing about the fundraising ideas you, your 
students, and your students’ families will generate! 
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LESSONS AND PERSPECTIVE 
 
Included in this Kit are ideas for lessons you can implement in your classroom. But 
these lessons in and of themselves will not necessarily create within your classroom a 
cadre of peacemakers. Lessons get the process started. What keeps the process going 
is the perspective from which you, as the teacher, carry things out in your classroom.  

There’s an old saying that we’ve all heard: Children learn from what we do, not from 
what we say. Despite the increasing pressures put on classroom teachers, it is so 
important to stay in check regarding how we do what we do. Perhaps an extreme 
example is yelling at a child to solve a conflict in a peaceful way with his friend. What 
the child will then internalize is that yelling solves problems. Not exactly the message 
we intend to give.  

The most important thing about creating a classroom founded in peace is that peace – 
and all that peace embodies – becomes the perspective from which everything else 
gets done. Attributes like compassion, friendship, kindness, and respect must be 
cornerstones that cannot be compromised. When something other than that shows up 
(and it will), it must be dealt with immediately, and in a way that models for our 
students the kinds of attributes we most want them to develop. It’s an enduring job, 
but certainly one that is well worth it.  
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BECOMING PEACEMAKERS STUDENT AMBASSADORS 
 
By now you are probably wondering exactly how do your students become 
Peacemakers student ambassadors. We see ambassadors – both students and adults – 
as people who are willing to help build a Peacemakers movement in America. This 
means people willing to try hard to embody the principles of peace. It means people 
willing to host a fundraiser for Peacemakers that will assist whichever level of 
production we are at. And it means being willing to spread the word about the film to 
your friends, family, and community.  
 
So what will you get in return? For starters, we will post on our website the kinds of 
Peacemakers projects your class is involved in, along with your name, the grade you 
teach, and the name of your school. For classrooms raising $200 or more, we will send 
each of your students a complimentary I am a Peacemaker wristband, along with a 
digital Peacemakers poster and a DVD of the completed film. Lastly (for classrooms 
raising $200 or more), your name – along with the names of each of your students – 
will appear in the credits of the final cut of Peacemakers.  
 
Perhaps most important – on an intrinsic level, both you and your students will have 
the satisfaction of joining a cadre of peacemakers who are truly making a difference 
in America. I hope you’ll join us! 
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Peacemaker  
Certif icate 

 

Presented to 
 
 
 

 
 
               
 

 
 

         
Classroom Teacher 

 

                  
Amardeep Kaleka, Director     Dale Weiss, Educational Producer 

  



MY GIFTS 

 
 

(adapted from The Virtues Project: The Gifts Within) 
 

Acceptance 

Compassion 

Courage 

Determination 

Enthusiasm 

Excellence 

Flexibility 

Forgiveness 

Friendliness 

Generosity 

Gentleness 

Helpfulness 

Humility 

Honesty 

Joyfulness 

Justice 

Kindness 

Love 

Patience 

Reliability 

Respect 

Responsibility 

Self-Discipline 

Service 

Steadfastness 

Tolerance 

Trustworthiness 

Truthfulness 

Unity 
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