
HOUSING STYLES



Standard

 Students will identify components related to the 
design process.
 Demonstrate an understanding of different house 

styles.



What is House Style?

Architects, home builders, and real estate professionals 

often don't agree on what they mean when they 

describe a style

Most buildings are actually a combination of several 

styles

Modern-day homes are often called Neo-eclectic

An eclectic mix of details borrowed from many times, 

places, and building traditions



Housing Styles 

Buildings are said to belong to the same classification 
(or style) when they share many of the same 
characteristics
 Roof shape and pitch 
 Building size and number of stories 
 Window size, shape, and placement 
 Door shape and placement 
 Decorative details
 Construction materials such as brick, stucco, or wood 
 Footprint and floor plan 
 Historic period 



Colonial

When North America was colonized, settlers brought 
building traditions from many different countries. 
Colonial architecture includes:

•New England Colonial
•German Colonial
•Spanish Colonial
•American Federal/Adam
•Dutch Colonial
•Cape Cod

•Georgian
•Southern Colonial

•French Colonial



Colonial

Colonial homes  typically share the 
following characteristics: 
 Large entryway
 Symmetrical façade
 Five-over-five windows
 Gable or gambrel roof
 Often have dormers

Find Picture for 
this style



New England Colonial

1600’s - 1740 

British who settled in the New England colonies built 
rustic, square homes with details drawn from medieval 
Europe 
 Massive, central chimney 
 Diamond-paned windows

Find Picture for 
this style



New England Colonial

Saltbox
• Gable roof with two different slopes
• Two story in front, then roof slopes to 

create one story in back

Garrison
• Second story protrudes

Find Picture for 
these styles



Dutch Colonial

1625 - mid-1800s
Settling along the Hudson 
River in the land that 
became New York, Dutch 
colonists built brick and 
stone homes like those found 
in the Netherlands. 
 Stone or brick construction 
 Gambrel roof or gambrel 

roof with flared eaves 



Dutch Colonial

Characteristics Include:
 Two matching chimneys
 Dutch doors (upper and 

lower halves can be 
opened independently) 

 Full shed dormer

Find Picture for 
this style



Cape Cod

1690 – mid – 1800s
The classic Cape Cod 
features:
 One-story symmetrical 

cottage 
 Exteriors are typically 

clapboard, stucco or brick
 Exterior siding originally 

left unpainted
 Steep pitched, narrow 

roof overhang with side 
gable



Cape Cod

 Large, central, single chimney
 Rectangular shape
 Centered front door 
 Multi-paned, double-hung windows
 Dormers

Find Picture for 
this style



Georgian

1690s - 1830

Characteristics Include:
 Symmetrical facades
 Double-hung windows –

five across front
 Central front door
 Sometimes have a 

pediment over front door
 Grand portico
 Dentils



Georgian

 Symmetrical wings and chimneys
 Exteriors are generally brick in the South
 Clapboard in the North
 Medium pitched roof and minimal overhang
 Symmetrical facades

Find Picture for 
this style



Southern Colonial

1700s and 1800s

Settlers in regions such as 
Georgia, North and South 
Carolina, Virginia and Louisiana 
constructed uncomplicated, 
rectangular homes. 
 Often made with brick
 Strong vertical lines
 Symmetrical balance



Southern Colonial

 Two stories
 Dormers added to allow 

for third floor

 Two chimneys - one on 
each side
 Three story chimney

 Front colonnade
 Giant portico
 Upper and lower 

balconies
Find Picture for 
this style



French Colonial

1700s – 1800s
During early 1700s, French colonists settled in the 
Mississippi Valley, especially in Louisiana. 
They learned building practices from the Caribbean and 
the West Indies to design practical homes for a territory 
prone to flooding. 
 Timber frame with brick or 

"bousillage" 
 Thin wooden columns 
 Living quarters on 

second level



French Colonial

 Wide hipped roof extends over porches (“galleries")
 No interior hallways 

 Porches used as passageway between rooms 

 French doors

Find Picture for 
this style



NeoClassical Architecture

Neoclassical, or "new" classical, 
architecture describes buildings inspired 
by classical architecture of ancient 
Greece and Rome. 
Characteristics:

 Symmetrical shape
 Tall columns the full height of the 

building
 Triangular pediment
 Domed roof



NeoClassical House Styles

Not actually any one distinct style. Neoclassicism 
is a trend, or approach to design, that can 
incorporate a variety of styles. 
Neoclassicism is seen in these historic house styles:
 Greek Revival
 American Federal/Adam
 Antebellum Architecture
 Tidewater House Style



American Federal

 Front door side lights
 Decorative crown or roof  over 

front door 
 Dentils under the cornice
 Circular or elliptical windows 
 Shutters 
 Palladian window (2nd floor)
 Oval rooms and arches
 Fanlights

Find Picture for 
this style



Georgian vs. Federal

 Georgian homes are square and angular
 Federal homes are more likely to have curved lines 

and decorative flourishes
 The White House began as Georgian, and later took 

on a Federalist look



Victorian House Styles

 There are many Victorian Styles, each with its 
own unique array of features.
•Italianate
•Gothic Revival
•Queen Anne
•Folk Victorian
•Shingle
•Stick
•Second Empire

•Richardsonian Romanesque
•Eastlake
•Octagon



Italianate

1840s – 1870s
Features:
 Low-pitched or flat roof
 Balanced and symmetrical
 Rectangular shape
 Tall appearance (2, 3, or 4 

stories)
 Square cupola
 Side bay window
 Porch with balustraded balconies



Italianate

 Tall, narrow, double-
paned windows with 
hood moldings

 Heavily molded double 
doors

 Segmented arches 
above windows and 
doors

 Wide, overhanging 
eaves with brackets and 
cornices

Find Picture for 
this style



Queen Anne

 Sometimes referred to as 
"Victorian," the Queen 
Anne style became popular 
after the Civil War, when 
munitions factories began 
mass producing metal 
house parts and wood trim.

Features:
 Steep roof 
 One-story porch that 

extends across one/two 
sides

 Ornamental 
spindles/brackets 



Queen Anne

Queen Anne style is 
characterized by: 
 Stark, asymmetrical 

shapes
 Bay windows
 Jutting turrets 

Round or square towers 

 Decorative trim
 Front-facing gable 

Find Picture for 
this style



Shingle

Features:
 Blends in with wooded lots
 Continuous wood shingles 

on siding and roof 
 Irregular roof line 
 Eaves on several levels 
 Cross gables 
 Wide porches 



Shingle

 Asymmetrical floor plan
 Patterned shingles 
 Squat half-towers 
 Palladian windows
 Stone arches over windows and porches
 Roughhewn stone on lower stories 

Find Picture for 
this style



Frank Lloyd Wright Style

1901-1955
Frank Lloyd Wright (1867 – 1959) was an 
American Architect who revolutionized the 
American home when he began to design houses 
with low horizontal lines and open interior spaces.
Designed 1,000+ structures, 532 of which were 
completed, many of which defined the following 
styles: 
 Prairie 
 Usonian
 Hemicycle Design
 Organic Design



Prairie Style

 Founded by Frank Lloyd Wright, the prairie 
style reflects the larger-than-life architect's 
fondness for low horizontal lines and open 
floor plans. 



Prairie Style

Features include:
 Low-pitched roof 
 Overhanging eaves 
 Horizontal lines 
 Central chimney 
 Open floor plans
 Clerestory windows

Find Picture for 
this style



Falling Water

 Designed in the 1930s and built in 1935 in Pennsylvania
 One of Wright’s great masterpieces
 Reflection of Japanese art and architecture
 Strong connection to the site – “organic architecture”

Find Picture for 
this style



Bungalow Style

1905 – 1930
 Craftsman
 California Bungalow
 Chicago Bungalow
 Spanish Revival Bungalow
 Colonial Revival Bungalow
 Dutch Colonial Bungalow
 Swiss Chalet Bungalow
 Art Moderne Bungalow



Craftsman

1905 - 1930
Features include:
 Exposed roof rafters
 Beamed ceilings 
 Low-pitched roof 
 Wide eaves with triangular brackets 
 Porch with thick square or round columns 
 Stone porch supports 



Craftsman

Features include:
 Stone exterior chimney
 Wood, stone, or stucco siding 
 Dark wood wainscoting and moldings 
 Built-in cabinets, shelves, and seating 
 Numerous windows 
 Open floor plans

Find Picture for 
this style



Early 20th Century Styles

1905-1945
In the early 1900s, builders moved away from the 
elaborate Victorian styles. Homes for the new century 
were compact, economical, and informal. 
Some styles include:
 Arts & Crafts (Craftsman) 
 Bungalow Styles
 Cotswold Cottage
 Mission Revival 
 American Foursquare
 Colonial Revival



Mission Revival

1890 – 1920
Homes of this nature are 
typically found in the 
Southwest.
Features include:
 Bonneted windows
 Roof parapets
 Fake bell towers
 Elaborate arches
 Deeply shaded porches



Mission Revival

Features include:
 Dark interiors
 Smooth stucco siding 
 Large square/round 

pillars 
 Round or quatrefoil 

window 
 Red tile roof 

Find Picture for 
this style



Post War Homes

 1945-1980
Soldiers returning from World War II brought 
an enormous need for housing. Real estate 
developers purchased large tracts of land and 
constructed homes with an eye on simplicity
and affordability = Subdivisions.

 Ranch 
 Cape Cod
 Neo-colonial
 Mid-Century Modern



Ranch

 Found everywhere in 
United States

 Single story
 Low pitched gable roof
 Asymmetric facade
 Deep set eaves with roof overhang
 Contrasting siding



Ranch

 Brick or stone working fireplace
 Attached garage
 Openness of design
 Ideal for homeowners who want to age in place

Find Picture for 
this style



Mid-Century Modern

Features:
 Constructed of brick, stucco and stone
 Prairie style influence
 Flat roofs 



Mid-Century Modern

 Open-floor plans 
 Area that functions as a living, dining and kitchen space

 Floor-to-ceiling glass windows bring in natural 
light

Find Picture for 
this style



Modernist House Styles

 1930-present
Modernist houses broke away from conventional 
forms, while postmodernist houses combined 
traditional forms in unexpected ways.
 Art Moderne
 Bauhaus
 International
 Desert Modernism
 A-Frame
 Postmodern



A-Frame

 Triangular shape 
 Steeply sloping roof 

extending to the 
ground

 Front and rear gables
 Deep-set eaves
 1½ or 2½ stories 
 Many large windows on 

front and rear façades 
 Small living space 
 Few vertical wall 

surfaces Find Picture for 
this style



Miscellaneous House Style

 Pueblo



Pueblo

The pueblo house was the home of choice for 
Spanish settlers and Native Americans who lived 
in the Southwest in the colonial era. 
The homes usually have:
 Flat roofs
 Adobe exteriors
 Rounded edges
 Exposed wood beams

Find Picture for 
this style



EOPA VOCABULARY

 Bungalow (Craftsman)
 Colonial
 Cape Cod
 Dutch Colonial
 French Colonial
 Georgian
 Mission Revival
 Prairie
 Queen Anne


