
 
Talking Points 
 

Congress and the President must work together to come to a balanced solution that puts an end to 
this destructive cycle of crisis-budgeting, eliminates the sequester once and for all, and stops 
cutting the public services Americans rely on. 

 

 We cannot keep jumping from crisis to crisis – especially when the only solution our lawmakers seem 
to be able to come up with is to gut the services – like education, research, and public safety – that 
Americans need. 

 

Unlike some in Congress, we have clear eyes about the need to move forward with a grand bargain.  
 
Congress’ unwillingness to address sequestration shows: 

 
 A fundamental misunderstanding about public services - both the  value they provide in helping 

Americans lead healthy, safe, and productive lives; and 
 

 A fundamental lack of will to work across-the-aisle to address our fiscal challenges in a meaningful 
way—by replacing sequestration and addressing the true drivers of the debt. Indeed, it seems the 
parties and chambers could not be farther apart.  

 

Picking favorites for “fixes” is not a solution. 
 

 It’s never a good idea when the White House and Congress decide to pick classroom favorites among 
budget priorities—who do they like more today, teachers or scientists? Cops or kids? Piecemeal fixes 
aren’t going to solve our budget crisis, but they will hurt the millions of Americans who aren’t getting 
the programs they rely on. 

 

Sequestration does nothing to fix the problem it was created to address: the nation’s long-term 
fiscal deficit. NDD programs are not the drivers of our debt. 

 

 Even if you cut every dollar from all of the NDD programs Americans rely on, you would still not 
balance the budget.  
 

Spending on NDD programs is not “out of control.”  
 

 NDD programs represent a small and shrinking share of the federal budget and of our overall economy.  
 

 These public services represented just 3.4% of our country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2011. 
Under the cuts Congress has already enacted, by 2021 these NDD programs will shrink to just 2.5 
percent of GDP, the lowest level in at least 50 years. 



  

Congress acts as if NDD programs were the only thing on the table when it comes to deficit 
reduction. It has already forced Americans to swallow trillions of dollars in cuts to services they rely 
on, in an incredibly unbalanced approach to deficit reduction.   
  

 Since 2010, $1.5 trillion has been cut from “discretionary” programs that include critical services like 
job training and public safety—through the Fiscal Year 2011 Continuing Resolution, the Budget Control 
Act (BCA), and the American Taxpayer Relief Act.  
 

 Sequestration cuts another $1 trillion between now and 2012.  
 

 The House-passed budget doubles down on these harmful cuts. But even the members who voted for 
the cuts are unwilling to make the drastic changes the cuts would require – to our health, safety, 
education and more.  

 

 For every $1 in new revenue, discretionary programs have been cut $5. This is not a balanced 
approach.   

 

By letting sequestration stand, Congress is choosing to pursue a policy that will not fix our debt but 
will does sacrifice our current and future economic growth. 

 

 The CBO’s most recent estimates suggest canceling sequestration would add 900,000 jobs.  
 

 The parties must come together to reach agreement on a balanced approach that provides for short 
term growth and job creation and long term fiscal restraint.  

 

The sequester is not a short-term problem. It does not end in 2013. 
 

 If Congress fails to act, these cuts will remain in place for the next decade and inflict lasting damage, 
both with immediate impacts – job losses, eroding infrastructure – and by gutting our investments in 
the future. 

 

 We’ve already seen these cuts result in reduced services for survivors of domestic violence, furloughs 
for hundreds of thousands of federal employees, and reductions in school budgets.  
 

 But the cuts will impact us well into the future, as fewer people are trained for jobs, our infrastructure 
crumbles and we fail to keep up with the rest of the world. 

 

Sequestration impacts every American. 
 

 Think average Americans won’t be hurt by sequestration? Think again. These are the public services 
that protect the most vulnerable among us – the hungry, the homeless and survivors of abuse – but 
they are also the services we all rely on, that provide disaster relief and emergency assistance, and that 
allow for medical research – including into cures for cancer, autism and diabetes. 

 


