
   

 

 
 
Bright Starts Day Nursery   
Unit 1,Lowercroft Mill, Lowercroft Road, BURY, BL8 3PA   

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

01/05/2014  
Not Applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 2   

Previous inspection: Not Applicable  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children  2 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision  2 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision is good 

  
 The quality of teaching is good. As a result, children show good levels of interest and 

are highly motivated, inquisitive and independent learners. 
  

 Staff have a good knowledge of children's needs, which enables them to plan suitably 
challenging and interesting activities. 

  

 Assessment takes into consideration children's starting points and progress over time. 
Consequently, staff are able to plan for and support the next steps in children's learning 
and, as a result, all children make good progress. 

  

 Transitions within the setting and to primary school are well supported. Consequently, 
children feel secure and are well prepared in readiness for starting school. 

  

 There are well embedded safeguarding policies and procedures in place. As a result, 
children's well-being and safety are effectively promoted. 

  

 Managers have a clear understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the provision 
and this has allowed them to make improvements and secure outcomes for all children. 

  

   

It is not yet outstanding because 

 
 The deployment of staff does not maximise the already good strategies in place to 

meet the needs of children from a range of different ages in the baby room. 
  

 Opportunities for babies to expand on their growing curiosity of the different sounds 
they make, are not always fully utilised. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are: 

 scheduled at least once in every inspection cycle – the current cycle ends on 31 July 
2016 

 scheduled more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example 
where provision was previously judged inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised where we have received information that the provision is not meeting the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests children may 
not be safe 

 scheduled at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
The provision is also registered on the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare 
Register. This report includes a judgment about compliance with the requirements of that 
register. 
  
Inspection activities 

 The inspector held discussions with the managers and staff.  
  

 The inspector viewed a sample of the children's learning journal records.  
  

 The inspector took into consideration the views of the children and their parents.  
  

 
The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager and looked at 
planning documentation.  

  

 The inspector held meetings with managers of the provision.  
  

 
The inspector checked evidence of suitability and qualifications of staff working with 
children.  

  

  

Inspector  

Lyndsey Murray 
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Full report 
 
Information about the setting 

Bright Starts Day Nursery opened in 2013 and is registered on the Early Years Register 
and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. It is privately owned 
and operates from converted premises in the Lowercroft area of Bury. Children are cared 
for in three main rooms and associated facilities across two floors. There is an enclosed 
area for outdoor play at the front of the building. The nursery is open from 7.30am to 
6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays. It employs nine members 
of childcare staff. Of these, seven are qualified at level 3, one at level 5 and one at level 6 
in childcare. The nursery also employs a cook. There are currently 30 children on roll in 
the early years age range, who attend for a variety of sessions. The nursery provides 
funded early education for three- and four-year-old children. 
 
What the setting needs to do to improve further 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
 
 review the deployment of staff in the baby room, in order to maximise the 

effectiveness of the already good strategies in place to meet the needs of children 
from different age groups 
  

  

 
 develop the already good opportunities for children in the baby room to explore 

their growing curiosity of the sounds they make.  
  

  

 
Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
Staff have a good knowledge of children's needs and use this to plan exciting and 
challenging activities that extend and support their learning. This allows staff to make 
precise and accurate assessments of children's progress and, as a result, children are well 
prepared for the next steps in their learning. Children respond positively to the high 
expectations staff have of them. Consequently, children are keen and motivated to learn. 
The quality of teaching is good, with some outstanding elements; staff listen perceptively 
to children and skilfully question them to extend their thinking and deepen their 
understanding. As a result, children's minds are stretched and they are motivated to find 
out more. Well-established partnerships with parents are evident and parents feel 
empowered to play an active role in their child's learning and development. Staff use the 
information parents give them to capture children's changing interests and to shape the 
educational programmes so that learning is relevant to children's experiences so far. As a 
result, children are captivated by the learning opportunities made available to them and 
are able to extend their existing ideas and make links in their learning. For example, 
children enjoy listening to their favourite stories and become involved in helping the 



Inspection report: Bright Starts Day Nursery, 01/05/2014  4 of 10 

 

 

 

 

character in the story to find his voice. One child comments how he had once lost their 
voice and they spent some time thinking about how they managed to get it back. Shared, 
sustained thinking is skilfully promoted by staff, this enables children to reason though 
their own thought processes and find solutions to problems. For example, children 
imaginatively apply their problem solving skills to help a favourite character find the 
hidden treasure. 
 
The pre-school environment is rich in opportunity for children to develop their 
understanding of number. Number is imaginatively incorporated into areas of the 
continuous provision, with tools in the construction area being numbered, number mobiles 
hanging from the ceiling, height charts on the walls and a well-resourced number area. 
Children confidently solve number problems and use number language in their play. 
During an activity, one child tells his friend that his spider has a million legs. Children 
demonstrate an understanding of simple addition and number concepts relating to more 
or less, when they are asked if they have enough or need more of something. In the baby 
room, activities are creatively adapted to suit the needs of the age range of children that 
attend. For children who are not yet mobile, the cement tray is filled with shredded paper 
and babies enjoy the sensory experience of burying themselves underneath it, while older 
children are engaged in finding objects that have been buried. Babies are engrossed while 
exploring in the sensory area and they pass objects to their friends and share in examining 
the features and textures of the various items made available to them. During the activity, 
the children are interested in the different sounds that the objects make when they tap 
them against the cupboard. However, children would have benefited from further 
opportunities to explore their growing curiosity of sound.   
 
The outdoor environment provides children with a wealth of opportunity to develop their 
physical skills through the use of climbing frames and walls, balancing beams, trikes and 
scooters as well as walkways in which children can negotiate pathways. There is an 
outdoor stage area, which allows children to develop their imagination and creative skills 
and express themselves though movement. Children prepare themselves for outdoor play 
by changing into more suitable outdoor clothes and footwear and do this independently, 
taking responsibility for their own care. They talk about what clothes they may need for 
school and understand that they will be required to wear a uniform. When asked, all 
children take pleasure in telling staff which school they will be going to. Children are 
evidently well prepared in readiness for starting school. One parent commented on how 
impressed she was with her child's understanding of letters and sounds and felt that this 
provided her child with a solid foundation on which to base their future learning at school. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
Children demonstrate a very clear awareness of what is expected of them, due to 
consistent messages from all staff. Consequently, children's behaviour is conducive 
towards their own and others' learning and relationships on all levels are good. Children 
demonstrate self-control during activities and are aware that their actions have an impact 
on others. In the baby room, there are strategies in place to help older children learn how 
to behave with the very young children. For example, children learn how to use their kind 
hands when playing alongside their friends and staff model how to be gentle towards 
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others, particularly the younger children. Consequently, most of the time, children of 
varying age ranges play harmoniously alongside one another and the younger children 
benefit from observing their older peers play. However, there is opportunity for staff to be 
more effectively deployed in order to further enhance the already good approaches to 
meeting the needs of children from a range of different ages and stages. Consequently, on 
occasion, the needs of older children, who are only just beginning to have an awareness 
of the needs of others and who like to energetically explore their environment, are difficult 
to manage alongside that of the needs of younger children. Transitions within the setting 
are managed well and children move up to the next room dependent on their level of 
need and not their age. Staff make home visits to children who are due to transition from 
one room to the next and this ensures that they are emotionally well prepared for the next 
stage in their learning. 
 
Staff are aware of and sensitive to the potential and actual harm to children. They remind 
children why they should not run inside and children cautiously ensure that baby gates are 
closed behind them and so are learning how to keep themselves safe. Consequently, 
children are gaining an understanding of dangers, which enables them to take calculated 
risks and explore their environment. Well-embedded key person systems encourage close 
and loving interactions between children and their key person. As a result, children feel 
safe and are confident to explore independently knowing that help is nearby, when 
needed. Staff use the excellent knowledge they have of children to encourage them to 
manage their own personal needs and provide a safe environment for children to develop 
many of the skills necessary for future life. Babies benefit from a well-resourced cosy area 
with cushioned flooring, cushions, blankets, a selection of books and a wall display that 
contains pictures of the children with their families and friends. Children take time out to 
lie down and look up at the display, answering questions about the special people in their 
lives. Consequently, children have a space to relax recharge and reflect, while making 
important connections to their home life. 
 
Routine practices, such as, hand washing before snack and lunch time, promote children's 
awareness of how to keep themselves healthy. For example, children explain that it is 
important to wash the germs off your hands to stop them giving you a tummy-ache. 
Children who are a little reluctant to try vegetables at lunch time are encouraged by staff 
who explain that vegetables make you big and strong and children know that drinking milk 
gives you healthy teeth and bones. Consequently, children's good understanding of 
healthy practices enable them to contribute towards their own well-being. Lunch times are 
opportunities for children to socialise with their peers and children demonstrate a mutual 
respect for others as well as their similarities and differences. For example, one child 
notices that their friend has not served themselves chicken and asks a member of staff 
why. The member of staff sensitively reminds him that they are a vegetarian and this 
means that they do not eat meat. This ignites children's curiosity and starts a conversation 
about where food is sourced, with children asking questions about where ingredients, such 
as, carrots and chicken come from. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 
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The managers have a good understanding of the safeguarding and welfare requirements 
of the Early Years Foundations Stage. There is a robust safeguarding policy and procedure 
in place, which is displayed in all rooms, the staff room and the entrance foyer. 
Consequently, staff know what to do if they are concerned about a child. Safeguarding 
procedures cover whistleblowing and staff have regular supervision with the manager, 
which contributes towards providing a culture that promotes children's welfare. In 
addition, the setting displays a wealth of information for parents to address wider 
safeguarding issues outside of the setting. The setting has very well developed and robust 
selection and recruitment policies and procedures. This ensures that those people working 
with children are suitable to do so. There are arrangements for performance management 
and the manager ensures that suitable training is organised for all staff. Peer observation 
plays an important role in improving the quality of teaching and learning and the manager 
offers feedback as to how practice can be improved as well as identifying strengths which 
are used as best practice models for other staff.     
 
The managers have a good understanding of how to meet the learning and development 
requirements and effectively monitor the planning and delivery of the educational 
programmes. They are currently developing systems for tracking the overall progress that 
children have made in order to further increase the precision of assessments. 
Consequently, educational programmes are monitored and shaped well and all children 
are making very good progress. In addition, there is opportunity for staff to moderate 
their assessment judgements though ongoing professional discussions about children's 
skills and abilities and this results in assessment that fully reflects children's stage of 
development. 
 
All managers work well together and have a good awareness of the setting's strengths and 
areas for improvement. Managers are diligent in their commitment to steer change and 
improve outcomes for children and they are a strong and supportive team. This has 
allowed them to develop a shared vision of which all staff, children and parents have had 
the opportunity to contribute to. Consequently, a drive for improvement is evident by a 
comprehensive development plan that supports children's achievements over time. 
Accurate self-assessment enables the managers to successfully identify how the setting 
can be best improved and they have well developed plans with clear targets for further 
improvement. There are good partnerships with local schools and reception class teachers 
are invited in to observe the children in the nursery setting. The setting has received 
support from the local authority and continues to maintain supportive links with them. All 
staff hold a relevant childcare qualification, one at degree level, another holds a 
foundation degree and others are currently working towards higher level qualifications. 
The impact of qualifications has evidently impacted upon all aspects of the provision for 
the better, as a result, all children thrive. 
 

The Childcare Register 

The requirements for the compulsory part of the Childcare Register are Met 

The requirements for the voluntary part of the Childcare Register are Met 
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What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

The provision is not giving children a good standard of early 
years education and/or there are minor breaches of the 
safeguarding and welfare requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. It will be monitored and inspected within 
twelve months of the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement action. The provision is failing to give 
children an acceptable standard of early years education and/or 
is not meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be monitored and 
inspected again within six months of the date of this inspection.  

Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider continues to meet the requirements for 
registration. 

Not met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider does not meet the requirements for 
registration.  
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Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
 

 

 
Setting details 

Unique reference number EY468155 

Local authority Bury 

Inspection number 941723 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 46 

Number of children on roll 30 

Name of provider Bright Starts Nursery (Bury) Ltd 

Date of previous inspection not applicable 

Telephone number 0161 7639976 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making complaints 
about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would 
like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email 
enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
 
For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
 
Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
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and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises, which are 
usually the childminder’s own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and 
must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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