
 

Feminisms and Rhetorics 2015  
 10

th
 Biennial Conference   

 

Call for Proposals 

Women’s Ways of Making 

Deadline for submission: February 1, 2015 

The Graduate Programs in Writing, Rhetorics, and Literacies as well as the ASU Writing 

Programs in the English Department at the College of Arts and Sciences at Arizona State 

University (ASU) invite proposals for the Tenth Biennial Feminisms and 

Rhetorics Conference to be held at ASU October 28-31, 2015. The conference 

theme—Women’s Ways of Making—is meant to call attention to women as active 

knowledge and meaning makers in an inestimable variety of fields. Resonating as it does 

with the influential Women’s Ways of Knowing by Mary Field Belenky et al., published 

nearly three decades ago in 1986, this theme draws attention to making as an epistemic 

endeavor. Thus, the theme collapses several impoverished binaries: mind/body, 

producer/consumer, passive recipients/active agents, public/private, male/female, and 

craft/art. Our intention is to aim for a conference that will challenge gendered notions of 

making, of artifacts, of practices, of innovation, of digital spaces, of applied/theoretical 

research as well as more conventional notions about ways of making arguments, making 

knowledge, and making sense. 

Working together to articulate a multi-vocal sense of women’s ways of making, we call 

for proposals that value and emphasize different ways of innovating, composing, 



 

creating, making, translating, hacking, using, reusing, repurposing, recycling, 

researching, and remixing in history or today. We encourage proposals that engage 

conference participants in making, in other forms of collaborative work, and in 

community building. To that end, we also encourage and are open to a variety of 

presentation styles, including but not limited to: 

 20-minute paper presentation 

 Collaborative/Interactive (5 speakers 

collaborate on a topic and interact with 

the audience) 

 Demonstration of making something 

with a critical commentary (30-minute 

demonstration) 

 Exhibition of something made with 

artist’s reflective statement  

 Poster presentation 

 Roundtable  

 “Garden talk” (speaker(s) holds informal 

conversations with audience members 

in a quiet casual space; 20 minutes) 

 New media presentation (20 minutes) 

 Panel presentation (three 20-minute 

papers) 

 Teaching of making something with 

reflection on teaching (30-minute 

lesson)

 

For this tenth biennial of Feminisms and Rhetorics Conference, we invite proposals that 

explore a vast range of topics: 

 20-year retrospective of Feminisms and 

Rhetorics conference as making 

 Activist and protest strategies 

 Architecture (and other professions) 

 Arts and crafts 

 Body art (e.g., tattoo, piercing, skin art)  

 Book making 

 Cartoons, graphic memoirs, digital 

narratives 

 Collaboration and collective action 

 Community building 

 Cooking 

 Craft and activism (craftivism) 

 Death 

 Gaming 

 Globalization (making in any category) 

 Hacking 

 Open source publishing 

 Open source research  

 Participatory arts and community arts 

 Photography, film, or video 

 Research/scholarship 

 Scholarly writing or other kinds of 

writing 

 Science (and other disciplines) 

 Sport, leisure, or recreation 

 Street art (e.g., graffiti) 

 Technical practice (on or off the web) 

 Writing as making 

 Zines (digital and/or print) 

Possible questions to consider: 

 When and where have women been 

active in innovation, creation, usage, 

recycling, repurposing, and 

reimagining?  

 What other areas are connected to 

women’s ways of making? (e.g, history, 

pedagogy, material culture, digital 

culture, sustainability, text and 

textuality, redefinitions of conventional 

intellectual property rights, rethinking 

of plagiarism)  

 What is the relationship between writing 

and women’s ways of making?  

 What historical disruptions are evident 

in a women’s way of making something? 

 What are the political, social, or 

economic implications of gendered 

production and/or consumption?  



 

 What are the relationships between 

women’s ways of making and the 

internet?  

 What are some of the reactions and 

impediments that women have faced in 

their making now or in the past?  

 How are women working together to 

make something in the academy and 

beyond?  

 What are the implications of open 

source researching and/or open source 

publishing for women?  

Submission Guidelines:  

 750-word limit for panel proposals 

 500 word limit for collaborative interactive presentation proposal 

 250-word limit for all other types of proposals  

  

Submissions will be blind reviewed. Your submission abstract must not contain any information that will 

identify you. At the top of your submission abstract, indicate what presentation style you are proposing. 

On a separate page, list presentation style, your title, your name, institution, preferred address, preferred 

phone number, and preferred email address. 

 

Deadline for Submissions: February 1, 2015  

 

Proposal Submission Opens: December 1, 2014      Visit http://maureengoggin.wix.com/femrhet2015 

Notification of Acceptance: March 15, 2015 

Registration Opens: April 20, 2015  

http://maureengoggin.wix.com/femrhet2015

