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She came to us, feet dragging across the floor and eyes full of fear. She 
didn’t know what was happening. This building was filled with  
unfamiliar sights and sounds. She was in pain and in shock. The world 
she had once known had begun to fall away from her little by little and 
soon enough it was gone.  
 
This is Alaska’s story, one of many that find their way into our hearts 
and through our doors. Alaska was a 9-month-old Husky mix brought to 
us after it was believed that she was going to be permanently  
paralyzed. Her hind legs, stuck in a curl, made her previous owners  
worry for her health and well-being. Thinking she was in pain and  
lacking any ability to improve, they believed euthanasia was the right 
course for her. They didn’t want her anymore. We said we do.  
 

Alaska didn’t know it yet, but she was about to change our lives and we hoped we could change 
hers. It was soon discovered that her paralyzed legs were actually severely dislocated kneecaps 
which left her unable to use her back legs to any extent. But with major surgery, this condition 
can be fixed or managed. Our Angel Fund is there for her. 
   
Lives like Leg Lamp. Leg Lamp came to us with a fighting spirit. A three-month-old kitten  
fighting for his right to survive, he suffered broken hips and a jaw 
whose skin had been torn away.  He is courage in a kitten’s body, 
struggling every day to make sure that he can see the next.  
 
Our Angel Fund is there for him. He’ll need to have extensive  
treatment in order to heal properly, and before he knows it he’ll  
be a normal kitten again.  
 
These are not just stories; these are lives that will remain in our 
hearts for the rest of our days. These are memories, pushing us onward to keep fighting to  
save lives four paws at a time. They are animals whose lives are changing for the better and by 
the end of the day we realized they have changed us for the better. It is Because of You that 
Alaska and Leg Lamp are alive and able to live their lives to the fullest, bringing comfort and joy 
to everyone they meet. 

The Miracle of Angels 

 

Alaska is a happy dog! 

Leg Lamp says thanks!
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Humane Society of Manatee County 

2515 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

www.humanemanatee.org 
info@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Pet Health Center 

2415 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

Monday-Saturday 
8am-5:30pm by Appointment 

941-747-8808 
clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Adoption Hours: 

Tuesday– Saturday 
10am-5pm and by appointment 

(941) 747-8808 x313 
 

Feral Cat Information:                       
(941) 747-8808 x302 

 
The Affection Connection is published 

free of charge, for supporters of the 
Humane Society of Manatee County 

located at 2515 14th Street West                 
Bradenton, FL 34205. 
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 Letter from the President 

As I begin my tenure as President of the Board of Directors, I am 
excited to be leading HSMC as we move into the future. The 
dream of opening the Pet Health Center and increasing our spay 
and neuter capacity is now a reality. We have also added much 
needed low cost wellness services, such as vaccinations and 
heartworm treatments, for all pet owners.  
 
The creation of our “Angel Fund” is just one more way for us to 
achieve our mission. This fund will help pay the medical costs of 
dogs and cats that are injured or ill; those owners for whom the 
cost of treating their beloved pets would be so cost-prohibitive 

that their only alternative would be to surrender their pets to the shelter. It will also 
be used to provide care for those animals transferred from the County Shelter in  
danger of being euthanized for medical reasons. We are committed to fostering  
compassion and respect for those who cannot speak for themselves. 
 

It is because of your generosity that we can continue to serve the animals of our  
community and I am grateful every day for your support of this important mission. We 
can’t do it without you!  
 

We are looking forward to many events in the upcoming year, beginning with 
“Because of You”, our donor appreciation fundraiser on January 28th, and the 10th 
annual Paws in Motion Walk-a-thon on March 5th at a brand new location– Sutton 
Park.  
 

Thank YOU for making a difference in the lives of animals in Manatee County, saving 
lives, four paws at a time. 
 

Happy Holidays to all, 
Marsha Forrest 
Marsha Forrest 

Calling All Volunteers  
  

Do you love dogs and cats? Do you have some free time on your hands and 
want to help? HSMC is looking for animal lovers for the following positions: 
*Dog Walkers    *Bring dogs to offsite events  
*Cat Cuddlers    *Laundry Helpers    
*Office and Phone Assistants 
Contact volunteer@humanesocietymanatee.org  or Brenna at 941-747-
8808 x 314 to inquire about orientation dates. The dogs and cats thank you 
for your help!   
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New Location—Same Great Fun! 
This is the Humane Society’s largest fundraiser of the year! There 
will be entertainment, raffles prizes, vendors and food  
trucks. Prizes will be given to the top three teams and individuals 
that raise the most money, including the coveted  
Spokespet position, given to the top fundraising individual. You 
and your four legged best friend will enjoy a fun day while raising 
money for the dogs and cats at the shelter.  

 

 Save the Date  

Sponsorships available & vendors wanted! 
Contact walk@humanesocietymanatee.org or  
(941) 747-8808 x311 for sponsorship & vendor opportunities.  
Help support the dogs and cats at the shelter! Register early by 
going to www.FirstGiving.com/humanesocietymanatee  
to set up your fundraising page and start collecting pledges.  

The Wagging Walkers—1st Place Team 

Bailey– 2016 Paws in Motion Spokesdog 
Photo courtesy of DogStreet Photography 

Saturday, March 5th, 8:00 am-2:00 pm at Sutton Park, Palmetto 

Spay/Neuter Clinic 
  

October 1, 2014-September 30, 2015 
 

Spay/Neuter Surgeries: 5,742 an increase 
of 829 from the same time last year! 

 
658 free Spay/Neuter Surgeries for local 

residents’ pets (grant-funded) 
 

1,098 free Spay/Neuter surgeries for local 
rescue organizations (grand-funded) 

 
74 Heartworm positive dogs treated. 

 
 
 

 
 

Adoptions 
October 1, 2014—September 30, 2015 

422 Dogs     462 Cats 
884 New best friends 

 Look What You Have Helped Us Accomplish! 
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It’s me, Blossom! I love my name because it means I am as 
beautiful as a flower. I wish there was someone out there 
who would pick me as their new best friend. I love to play 
ball and snuggle, maybe I could come to the North Pole and 
play with Rudolph! I’ve watched all my friends get their new 
families, Santa—why doesn’t anyone pick me? If you could 
find me a new home I would be the happiest girl in the 
whole world. Please?? 

My name is Leia and I really really need a new family to love. I had a 
nice home and thought I was set for life but then a new baby came 
into the family and they didn’t want me anymore. I don’t understand, 
I would have been really nice to the little human but I wasn’t given 
the chance. I’ve been here since March, the longest of any  
other cat. I am only eight years old and still have many years ahead 
of me to watch the birds out of my window. Santa, don’t you think 
I’m pretty?  
 
Do other children ever wish for a nice kitty in their letters? Next time, 
maybe you could tell them about me. I’m not much trouble and I 
promise I will be the best lizard catcher ever if I could have a home of 
my very own.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

January— Adoption Weekend Special : $25 adoption fee for all animals on January 15-16. 
Find the pet of your dreams during this special weekend.  

Adoption Special 
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  New Non Profit Pet Health Center Opens on Sept. 9th 

It was a dream come true, two years in the making! After purchasing the old  
Salvation Army Thrift Store (adjacent to the shelter) in Nov. 2013 plans began to  
convert the building into a 10,000 sq. ft. spay/neuter and wellness center. On  
Sept. 9 , 2015 the clinic opened to the public. The expanded clinic allows our  
medical team to better serve pet owners with low cost spay/neuter and wellness  
services. These services are available to the general public with no verification of  
income or residency. The result of this will be decreased numbers of unwanted  
litters and healthier pets. The decrease in numbers directly correlates to fewer 
 animals impounded at the county shelter which saves significant taxpayer dollars.  
It’s a win-win situation for all! 
 
Just last week we were contacted by a family whose beautiful black cat had fractured his back leg. He had stopped 
eating and was in extreme pain. They loved “Boo” but didn’t have the funds to treat him so they were going to  
relinquish him to the shelter or have him euthanized because they couldn’t bear to see their cat suffer. Boo needs 
an x-ray but we don’t have an x-ray machine so we reached out to one of our partners to help. Our Angel Fund will 
help Boo get the treatment he needs and he will get to stay with his family. That’s another part of the Pet Health 

Center, giving people options other than euthanasia, by collaborating with caring  
veterinarians in our community.    
 
Please contact our Pet Health Center at 941-747-8808 to schedule an appointment for spay/
neuter, vaccinations or heartworm treatment. Make a donation to the Angel Fund to help  
animals such as Boo live long and healthy lives with the families that love them.  Come by for 
a tour and see our wonderful medical team in action as they save lives, four paws at a time. 

Boo is getting better 

  Low Cost Surgery & Vaccination Prices! 

As a non-profit organization HSMC is able to  offer low prices on spay/neuter surgery, vaccinations and flea and heartworm  
protection. By using the Pet Health Center not only are you supporting the mission of HSMC but also helping us care for the  
medical needs of the shelter animals who depend on us to make them whole again. Below is just a sample of our affordable fees 
available to any pet owner regardless of residency or income. We also have grants to help those pet owners who may be  
economically challenged.  This is just a sample of our prices, please  visit our website at www.humanemanatee.org for a  
complete list. 
 
Spay/Neuter Package Fees       Vaccine Packages  Heartworm/Flea Protection 
Adult Canine:         Puppies:    Tri-Heart- $20+ 
Male <45 lbs.—$135        Starting at $45                                   Heartguard Plus—$28+ 
Female <45 lbs.—$145       Adult Canine:                                    Trifexis—$96+ 
Puppy Male (under 4 mo.)- $125             Starting at $60                                   Activyl Flea & Tick—$60+                                 
Puppy Female (under 4 mo.) - $135        Kittens:                                               Nexgard Flea & Tick—$84+ 
Adult Feline:                                                Starting at $35                                   Comfortis—$75+ 
Male—$80, Female- $90                           Adult Cats:                                          Bravecto—$38 
Kitten Male (under 4 mo.) - $65               Starting at $50                                    Other products available, prices 



 Our Community Rocks!        Thank You! 
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                                     PUTTING FOR PETS—Golf Tournament 
               Thank you to our sponsors  
 

 
 
 

 

Theater goers enjoyed the hilarious yet poignant  
musical Bark during its run at Manatee Players . We 
would like to thank Mirabella at Village Green for their  
generous sponsorship of the rehearsal dinner for our 
guests.  
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