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Enjoy adorable dog & cat 
photos taken by local  
professional photographers.  
 
They make wonderful      
holiday gifts for all your pet  
loving family and friends.  
 

Order online at  
www.HumaneManatee.org 
or call 941-747-8808 x311 

Visit our website  
www.HumaneManatee.org 

where you can: 
Check out clinic specials 
Read great adoption        
    success stories 
See our adoptable           
     animals 
 Become a Paw Partner 

Become our friend 
on Facebook! 

Search:                
Humane Society of 

2015 HSMC Pet Calendar 
Only $10– Buy one today!  

Humane Society of Manatee County Newsletter      •      www.HumaneManatee.org      •      941-747-8808 

Some journeys take longer than others. For one of our    
shelter’s longtime residents her journey home took much 
longer than expected. It all started in December of 2012 with 
the transfer of several new dogs to the shelter from        
Manatee County Animal Services.  Little did the staff know 
that this sweet two year old Chow Chow, eventually named 
Stella, was going to try our faith, along with hers, in our 
search to find her a new home.  Soon after her arrival it was 

obvious that she had her own ways of doing things and she      
expected   everyone to follow along.   After two  failed adoptions, it was clear that 
Stella would be happiest as an only dog where she could shower lots of love on her 
family.  

 Meanwhile, Stella was back in her kennel at the Humane    
Society getting brushed daily along with lots of hugs and    
kisses from the staff who loved her.   After such a length 
of time, we knew many places would have considered 
their   options but that was something we could never do 
to such a beautiful and simply misunderstood dog.   It was 
not until the late summer of 2014 when we started       
receiving emails from a  potential family interested in  

Stella who had seen her profile on our website.   When 
the family arrived,    Stella ran up to her new mom and 
dad as if she had known them her whole life, which 
brought tears to not only her new mom’s eyes but also 
her family at the shelter.  This holiday season will be 
her first of many at her wonderful new home.  Many 
people rooted for Stella over the year and nine months 
she stayed with us, which is why monetary and tangi-
ble donations are so important.  Without the help of 
our community we would not be able to take care of 
special dogs like  Stella for such a long period of time.  
Thank you from Stella and all her friends still waiting 
for their new families. 

Stella was at HSMC  
for 630 days 

 
   Stella met her perfect match!  

Stella’s Long Journey Home 

Stella loves Madison! 

Written by Madison Dickey 



Compassion. Commitment. Community.                               2 
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Executive Director 
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Board of Directors 

President 
Rebecca Neal 
Vice President 
David Norris 
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Andrea Tetla 
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At Large Members 

Xtavia Bailey 
Lisa Barnott 
Gina Brulato 

Marsha Forrest 
Cookie Jordan 
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Brooke Pelsh 

Daniel Plonsky 
Misty Servia 

 
 

Humane Society of Manatee County 
2515 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

www.humanemanatee.org 
info@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Spay/Neuter Clinic:  

Monday-Friday 
8am-5pm by Appointment 

941-747-8808 x302 
clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Adoption Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday,                           
Friday & Saturday 

10am-5pm and by appointment 
(941) 747-8808 x313 

 
Feral Cat Information:                       
(941) 747-8808 x302 

 
The Affection Connection is published 

free of charge, for supporters of the 
Humane Society of Manatee County 

located at 2515 14th Street West                 
Bradenton, FL 34205. 

Humane Society of Manatee County Newsletter 

 Letter from the Executive Director 
In the past year we have worked together to make strides in 
animal welfare as a community.  More dogs and cats are  
coming out of the County Shelter alive than ever before.  The 
efforts of volunteers, rescue organizations and shelters  
working together is paying off.   
 

Thanks to funding from Bishop SPCA our Spay/Neuter Clinic 
was able to provide local rescue organizations more than 
1200 surgeries at no cost.  This enables rescue organizations 
to save more lives and cover more of the other costs  involved 

with preparing and promoting animals for adoption. 
 

Our Spay/Neuter Clinic  under the direction of  Dr. Julie Hollifield, DVM performed 
4913 surgeries; of those nearly half were free or at a  substantial discount thanks 
to grant funding.   We are looking forward to expanding our Clinic in its new  
building right next door in early 2015! 
 

At HSMC adoptions were up 19% as compared to 2013-14.  In all, 877 dogs and 
cats found new homes through our Adoption Program last year!  We only receive 
dogs and cats into our program three ways:  owners surrender their pets to us 
when they cannot maintain ownership of their pet, people bring us a stray animal 
they find in their neighborhood or we go to the County Shelter and transfer  
animals out to HSMC.  We transferred 149 dogs and 97 cats from Manatee County 
Animal Services last year.   
 

We know that you are concerned with the health and well-being of animals       
because it is important to people and to the quality of life in Manatee County.  We 
want to prevent the suffering of homeless animals, and provide pet owners with  
information and compassion when they find themselves in a difficult place. 
 

With your help we are able to do just that! 
 

Have a joyful holiday season,  
 
 
 
Amy Van Dell 
 
P.S. Please remember us in your will.  

There are many ways you can help the orphaned animals   

 Wish List 

Dry Cat Food 
Non-clumping litter 
Kongs & other cat/dog toys to keep them  
stimulated and busy 
Small blankets and area rugs 
 
Help humans to help the animals wish list: 
AA & AAA Batteries 
Copy Paper (8.5" x 11") 
Postage stamps 
Hydrogen Peroxide 
Folding tables - any size 
10’x10’ collapsible canopy tents 
Humane cat traps – to help trap/neuter/
return feral cats 
Paper Towels 
Toilet paper 
Heavy Duty garbage bags 
Dish detergent 

Hand soap 
Laundry detergent  
Distilled Water (must be distilled only, to 
sterilize our surgery instruments) 
Gas gift cards 
Staples/Office Depot gift cards 
Pets Mart gift cards 
Wal-Mart gift cards 
K-Mart gift cards 
 
Visit our amazon wish list too! Just click 
on www.amazon.com and search for the         
Humane Society of Manatee County’s 
wish list. 
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 Look What You Have Helped Us Accomplish! 

 Because of You… Luncheon Surpasses $10,000 Goal! 

Through my time spent volunteering at the Humane Society of Manatee County, I was given 
the opportunity to learn about veterinary medicine in order to prepare for veterinary school. 
Being able to work closely with Dr. Hollifield and the other staff allowed me to observe and 
learn what it was like to work in a veterinary clinic and be a veterinarian. After graduating 
from the University of Tampa, I worked full time as an assistant in the HSMC spay/neuter  
clinic. The Humane Society provided an environment where I was able to learn and apply my 
knowledge, and gave me the view point of both the clinical and shelter aspects of veterinary 
medicine. My knowledge of both sides of veterinary medicine allowed me to have a  well-
rounded application for veterinary school and I was accepted. For that opportunity I thank 
Dr. Julie Hollifield DVM, Medical Director and Amy Van Dell, Executive Director of the         
Humane Society of Manatee County. – Alisha Siddons 

 Training Veterinarians of the Future—In her own words.. 

Alisha Siddons, Veterinary student at  
 Lincoln Memorial University-College of  

Veterinary Medicine-Harrogate, Tennessee 

The Annual Because of You... Luncheon was held at the Renaissance on 9th Ballroom on Friday, December 5th.              
Over 90 people were in attendance to celebrate the donors that 
make the mission of the Humane Society of Manatee County 
possible.  The highlight this year were the stories adopters told 
of finding their new family member at HSMC.  Mike Padula and 
his dog Kinley were there to introduce two other adopters who 
had never met but had been communicating over the Internet.  
They had both adopted puppies that were delivered by   emer-
gency  C-section when the mother went into distress   during 
labor.  The reunion of the dogs and the people meeting for the 
first time was truly heart-warming as they told how much  these 
dogs mean to them. 
A generous matching donation was offered by the Kayjan    
Charitable Fund at the Manatee Community Foundation to 
match donations made at this event up to $10,000. This luncheon 
raised $13,280 and donations are still coming in!  

L-R Valerie George and Olivia, Mike Padula and Kinley,  
Kristeen Ezell, HSMC Board Member and Leanne Ficker and 
Finley—cyber-friends meet and puppies reunite as adults. 

Spay/Neuter Clinic  
October 1, 2013-September 30, 2014 

 
Spay/Neuter Surgeries: 4,913 

 
666 free Spay/Neuter Surgeries for local 

residents’ pets (grant-funded) 
 

1,345  free Spay/Neuter surgeries for local 
rescue organizations (grand-funded) 

 
55 Heartworm positive dogs treated. 

 
724  residents received low-cost vaccines at 

our monthly Vaccine Clinic.  
 

Upcoming Vaccine Clinics 
 

December 6, 2014, December 20, 2014, 
January 10, 2015, January 24, 2015 

Adoptions 
October 1, 2013-September 30, 2014 

 
386  Dogs 491  Cats 

877  New Best Friends 
 

Where did they come from? 
 

Abandoned or Stray Animals: 
 

90 Dogs               164 Cats 
 

Owner Surrendered Animals: 
 

104 Dogs 197 Cats 
 

Transferred from  
Manatee County Animal Services: 

 
149 Dogs 60 Cats 
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Alisha Siddons, Veterinary student at  
 Lincoln Memorial University-College of  

Veterinary Medicine-Harrogate, Tennessee 

My name is George and I am a really cool kitty. But I get tired when 
I run and play because my heart is broken. Really, it’s not a sad  
broken heart but I have a medical condition and I need a special 
operation so I can be a normal kitty. It costs lots of money so I’m 
hoping you can tell everyone when you drop off their presents 
that maybe they could put a little donation in the envelope to 
help me. Even when I get enough money to have my surgery, 
there are always others at the shelter that need medical care. 
P.S. Tell Rudolph and the other reindeers that I said “Hi” and I 
hope they get lots of carrots this year. 

 

My name is Princess Sophie and I really, really need a new family to 
love. I wrote you last year, but maybe you were too busy and didn’t 
get a chance to read my letter because I am still at the shelter. A few 
months ago a nice man took me home and I thought “this is my new 
person”. He loved me a lot but someone else in his house didn’t and 
so he had to bring me back. He said it wasn’t my fault. Santa, I’m  
trying hard to be happy when all my other friends get to go home but 
it makes me sad that no one picks me.  Maybe Mrs. Claus and the 
elves can ask around and see if anyone wants a beautiful Princess girl 
like me to love. I just know if someone gives me a chance I’ll show 
them I am the best cat ever! 
   

Dear Santa, 
 

Love and meows, 
Princess Sophie  

Dear Santa, 

Your buddy,  
George 

 
 
 

 
December— Bring Joy to Your World: Adopt a dog or cat during the month of December for only $25! Give a lucky 

animal (or two) the gift of a loving home and enjoy the holidays with your new best friend! 
 

January— Buddy Up: $20 off the adoption fee on all animals, all month long! Whether you’re looking for a snuggle 
buddy to keep you warm this winter or an exercise buddy to help you keep that New Year’s resolution to get in 

shape, HSMC has a great selection of pets waiting for you!  

Adoption Specials 

Compassion. Commitment. Community. 4
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Help us make this the most successful Paws in Motion ever! 
This is the Humane Society’s largest fundraiser of the year! There will be entertainment, raffles 
prizes, vendors, food trailers and the Doggie Fun Zone obstacle course. Prizes will be given to the 
top three teams and individuals that raise the most money, including the coveted Spokespet     
position, given to the top fundraising individual. You and your four legged best friend will enjoy a 
fun day while raising money for the dogs and cats at the shelter.  

Sponsorships available & vendors wanted! 
Contact walk@humanesocietymanatee.org or (941) 747-8808 x311 for sponsorship & vendor opportunities.  
Help support the dogs and cats at the shelter! The registration site will be up by January 1st!  Register early by going to 
www.FirstGiving.com/humanesocietymanatee.  

    

Diesel, 2015 Spokesdog 
Photo Courtesy of DogStreet Pet Photography 

 
This may not be New Orleans but we can still party like it’s Mardi Gras. Our Cajun 
Mardi Gras themed dinner fundraiser will be a party you won’t want to miss. Guests 
will again be enjoying the great atmosphere at Mixon’s in the Grove, delicious Cajun-
inspired food by Fete Catering and live music by the Gumbo Boogie Band. There will 
be unique live and silent auction items. Tickets are $100 per person and includes all 
you can eat and drink(full bar). For more information, sponsorship & auction donation 
opportunities Contact hrussell@humanesocietymanatee.org  or (941) 747-8808 x311.  

Friday, April 10th, 6:00-10:00 pm at Mixon’s in the Grove 

Saturday, March 7th, 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

 Save these Important 2015 Dates!  

Photo Courtesy of DogStreet Pet Photography 

Doggie Fun Zone Obstacle Course 

Saturday, March 7, 9:00 am –2:00 pm 
Bradenton River Walk Pavilion Area 

 
Register at www.firstgiving.com/

humanesocietymanatee  
(site opens January 1, 2015) 

$25 Per Walker (Ages 16 and up) 

Mardi Paws of Manatee, Friday April 10, 2015 
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 Our Community Rocks!        Thank You! 

2515 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
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