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Affection 
Connection 
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E 

Hansel and Gretel weren’t living in a fairy tale; it was 
more like a really long bad dream. They were two of the 
34 dogs that HSMC rescued in early  February from a      
“so-called sanctuary” in eastern  Manatee County. The 
Manatee County Sheriff’s office was alerted to the  
deplorable conditions and took action to save more than 
300 dogs, cats, horses and other small animals.   
“Once I got there I knew I had to take as many as           
possible,” said Travis Jones, Shelter manager. The dogs 
brought to our facility ranged from tiny  Chihuahuas to 
large breeds and were covered in fleas and all had some 
type of skin, eye or dental infection. Hansel and Gretel 
had been housed together in a small cage and it was clear 
that she was in a family way. Our medical team was      

concerned that the poor nutrition and       conditions she came from would affect the growth of 
the puppies but hoped our intervention was soon enough to provide a healthy start to their 
little lives. 
On Saturday March 8, a staff member noticed Gretel 
was in distress as she tried to push out her     babies.   
Shelter veterinarian, Dr. Julie Hollifield, was called and 
she quickly made her way back to this    makeshift  
maternity ward.  It was clear that Gretel needed help 
and so an emergency c-section was   performed.  Sadly, 
only two of the four puppies  survived. ”Had she been 
left at her previous location most likely both she and her   
puppies would have perished,” Dr. Hollifield said.  The 
puppies, a boy and a girl, flourished in foster care and were adopted quickly as were  Hansel 
and Gretel. They are now living the lives they deserve and we feel privileged to have been able 

to provide the care that they and all the other dogs 
needed so badly.  
We wish to thank you the 190 donors who         
provided supplies, food and cash donations and 
the 30 or more volunteers who came daily to help 
care for the dogs.  It is because of you, our loyal      
supporters, that Hansel, Gretel and their babies 
were given a new lease on life. All of the dogs     
rescued owe their “rebirth” to the compassion and 
commitment of our generous community. Thank 
you from their wet noses to the tips of  their tails.            

Thirty Four Dogs Take a Ride to Freedom 

We now have an App for 
iPhones and Androids! Keep 
up with our adoptable dogs 
and cats, check out specials 
and even donate through 
the app. Go to the App Store 
and download it today. 

Gretel’s Boston Terrier Pups at 4 Weeks Old 
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 Letter from the Executive Director 

Happy Spring! 
It is hard to believe it is May already!  Right before Thanksgiving, the 
Board of Directors successfully negotiated the purchase of the former 
Salvation Army Store right next door that had been closed for many 
months.  The new building will become our new expanded Spay & 
Neuter Clinic and we will be able to offer the additional services our 
clients need.   Construction plans for the renovations are in the works 

and we hope to be up and running before the end of the year!   
Our Clinic and Adoption Center are busy as always, especially with the addition of 34 dogs 
in one day on February  5. We received the request from the Sheriff’s department to help 
rescue animals from a raided facility where animals were in distress.  This was a challenge 
for our entire staff and I am very proud of how everyone pulled together to make these 
dogs know they’re safe, loved and on their way to a new life.  Many have been adopted.  
The remaining few will need concerted socialization and training to recover their trust 
and confidence. 
In March we celebrated our most successful Paws in Motion Walk-a-Thon raising more 
than $61,000 for our shelter.  Humans and dogs all had a good time and we are so     
grateful to all the walkers, sponsors and vendors!  Young people shared their talents in 
our first “Me and My Pet” drawing contest. Our dinner/auction event was Mardi Gras 
themed and a palm reader delighted guests with predictions for the future. 
Please check out the photos and articles included here and see much more on our      
website and Facebook page.  Your 
support is critical to what we do.   
Please stop by and say “Hi” and see 
what’s new. 
 
 
Amy Van Dell 
 
P.S. Please remember us in your 

will.  

 Kitten Season is here! Can you help? 

Future site of new HSMC Spay/Neuter & Wellness Center 

April showers may bring May flowers, but they also bring the start of “kitten season” here 
at the shelter. Last year alone, our staff and foster parents cared for more than 200 baby 
kittens, some with moms but most without. Taking care of these infants requires love,   
patience and of course the funds necessary to purchase formula, food and necessary     
supplies. While some kittens truly need human intervention many do not; please keep the 
following in mind before removing kittens from their environment: 
•A mother cat will periodically leave her nest to hunt for food. If you see young kittens 
without their mother, it is likely she will return. The mother should return to the nest 
within a few hours if you watch quietly from a distance. 
•A mother cat will also regularly move her nest of kittens instinctively. If you see a single 
young kitten, it is likely that it’s the first of the group moved to a new location or the last of 
the group in the old location. 
•Once the kittens are 4 weeks, they can be 
removed from their mother and socialized to 
make them adoptable after spaying and    
neutering. Trap the mother cat, have her 
spayed and released back to her community, 
breaking the chain of multiple litters.  
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 What is the Giving Challenge and How Can You Help? 

 AKC Canine Good Citizenship Classes offered at HSMC! 

The Giving Challenge is: 
•A 24 hour online fundraising campaign using major credit cards & debit cards (no phones; no cash or checks)  

•A minimum donation of $25 is required; no maximum gift limits. 

•Donors can search for the Humane Society of Manatee County using the search box on the home page of 
www.givingpartnerchallenge.org  (This will be visible once the site is "live" on May 6).The link will also be    
available on our website on May 6th at www.humanemanatee.org  

•On May 6 starting at noon, www.givingpartnerchallenge.org will be "live" for donations and will stay "live" for 
donations for 24 hours through May 7 at 11:59 a.m 

 

 
 
The Humane Society of Manatee County is trying to raise funds for the following projects: 
Need More Z Z Z’s Please 

•A new anesthesia machine for the spay/neuter clinic. This will allow expansion of our 
programs to include two surgery teams and increase spay/neuter efforts. Increased 
spay/neuter helps reduce the numbers of unwanted animals who end up in the county 
shelter, where there is an increased risk of euthanasia due to overcrowding.  

Kitten Challenge  
•Purchase kitten formula, bottles, medicine, vaccines and other needed supplies which 

will allow staff and foster parents to care for more than 200 neonatal kittens      
during the busy upcoming kitten season. Together with our partners at Gulf Shore 

Animal League, dedicated volunteers will save lives by bottle 
feeding these precious babies and prepare them to be adopted 
into a loving home. 

 
 
 
 

The 2014 Giving Challenge is made possible by the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, The Patterson Foundation, Manatee Community 
Foundation, John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, William G. and Marie Selby Foundation, and the Charlotte Community Foundation. 

The Goal: $9,000 

Travis Jones, Shelter Manager,    
Bill Thuma, Trey and his pals.

First class of the AKC Good Citizenship Training at the Humane 
Society.   Trainer Mark Shambour of K-9 Korral is center. 

 
 Bill Thuma and his wife Nancy Liddell-Thuma adopted Trey from the Humane Society, a large 

brindle boxer/American  Staffordshire mix, more than 8 years ago. He had been at the shelter 
for more than a year. Potential adopters were wary because of his appearance.  As Bill and 
Nancy traveled with their three large dogs they noticed that even though the dogs were very 
well-behaved people assumed they were not friendly. It is their wish to dispel the               
misconception that “pit bull type” dogs don’t make   wonderful well-behaved companions.  
A full scholarship for behavior training is available to anyone who adopts or has adopted a 
pit bull/pit bull mix from the Humane Society.  Certificates have been awarded and several   
graduates have received diplomas.  Mark Shambour of K9 Korral is conducting the training 
classes at their facility in Sarasota and is now offering a class here at HSMC. The training is 
paid in full by the Nancy Liddell AKC Canine Good Citizenship Scholarship. The class also is 

open for owners of other breeds.   
We are grateful to the Thumas for their support of this 
wonderful program. It is a testament to their love and 
devotion of those dogs that are frequently maligned and 
misunderstood. For more information on this program 
please call Travis Jones, shelter manager, at                     
941-747-8808 x 304. 

May 6-7, Noon-Noon 

A new anesthesia machine will increase 
our life saving work. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BIyqrQouwOgT8fD7OtdmO35XODKcXL21lFnyRoZE2d9-hJVdzIGsGdaDrMqo1vKlGF0PdcErxSdIb7m-KHF9sdhs4VdOV2lbg-Y7GJdXYZ5c8yaBuE6hPCByPNENg7ikOEznNJQkNv0eNU-g_JuKELCTRQuc-ThM9nNaXcDEw3lSwTklwqfeoOZOyeNW2EoZ&c=AkFpc1Z3xZIzaYn2Z8aAHw6ZvIRiEI1oi
http://www.humanemanatee.org
http://www.givingpartnerchallenge.org
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 Paws Were Set in Motion—see it all on our Facebook Page 
Hundreds of dogs came to the Bradenton River Walk to wag, walk and raise 
money for homeless pets! Proceeds from this event totaled more than $61,000! 
Mark your calendars for our 2015 Paws in Motion Walk-a-thon on March 7th!  

1st Place Individual—
Melinda Cooper & Diesel  

1st Place Team—The Wagging Walkers 

Pre K—Kindergarten  
1st Place —Kaya   

Carpenter 

2nd-3rd Grade                       
1st Place —Anna Rose Urban 

4th-5th Grade  
 1st Place —Heli Serrano 

Team  Clancey’s joined the 2014       
walk-a-thon for a doggone good time! 

 Mardi Paws of Manatee—check out all the photos on Facebook page 

Doggie Fun Zone Obstacle Course 

HSMC Board Member, 
Gina Brulato and  
Top Dog Mandy  

HSMC Employees, Meagan & Stephanie with adoptable dog. 

More than 175 guests enjoyed the great atmosphere at Mixon’s in the Grove, delicious Cajun-inspired food by Fete         
Catering, a specialty Voodoo Martini, entertaining Palm Reader, Jason Newcomb and live music by the Gumbo Boogie 
Band.   Almost $41,000 was raised at Mardi Paws, exceeding last year’s total.  

Lori Augustyniak, 
winner of the starfish 
necklace donated by 

Jess Jewelers 

Kevin Geisler, top 
bidder of the A/C 

system donated by 
Elite Heating & Air. 

Left: Palm Reader, Jason 
Newcomb dazzles guests. 

Above: Mixon’s in the Grove 
turned Cajun with the Gumbo 

Boogie Band. 

Caroline Thornton, Daniel Plonsky,  
Adis Muslic & Hazel Knights 
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 Protect Your Pets From Fleas & Heartworms this Summer! 

 Adoptions are on the Rise! 

May Adoption Special 
Back in Black 

50% off adoption fees for all 
black and mostly black cats  

and dogs.  

June Adoption Special 
Big Dogs, Big Hearts 

50% off adoption fee 
on all  large dogs, 40 

pounds and over.  

Fleas can cause you and your pets unnecessary annoyance and irritation! Make sure they are protected to keep them...and 
you happy! Flea allergies can lead to skin irritation, hotspots, and skin infections! There are many safe and effective      
products on the market...come by or call us at 941-747-8808 x 302 to find out more. 
 
Heartworms are also a serious problem here in Florida. If you do not have your dogs or cats on heartworm preventative 
you could be putting them in danger! Heartworms are transmitted by mosquitos and as we all know mosquitos are a HUGE 
problem and annoyance all year long. Giving your pet a pill once a month can save them from a life threatening disease! 

HSMC sells many of our flea and heartworm products in sin-
gle doses to make caring for your pet more affordable.      

Contact us at 941-747-8808 x 302 or email   
clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org for more information. 
Heartworm prevention can only be dispensed to pets who 
have been seen by our veterinarian and have a negative 

heartworm test.  Pets can be tested for Heartworms at our 
Vaccine Clinics scheduled on Saturdays each month. Check 

the website for dates or call to make an appointment.    

Clinic Statistics: 
October 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014 

 

•Spay/Neuter Surgeries: 2410 
•Free or low cost (grant funded)  
surgeries for local residents’ pets: 580 
•Free Grant Funded Surgeries for local 
rescue organizations: 530 
•Heartworm positive dogs treated: 26 
•Clients served at our low cost   
vaccination clinics: 315 

Adoptions Statistics: 
October 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014 

•202 Dogs 
•209 Cats 
•411 New Best Friends! 

Where did they come from? 
•Abandoned or Stray Animals – 92 
•Owner Surrendered – 217 
•Transferred from Manatee County 
Animal Services- 126 

Our Adoption team has been 

working very hard to help the dogs 
rescued in the raid get ready for 
their new families. They are happy 
to report that as of April 21st,  
twenty-six of the thirty four original 
dogs have been adopted!  
The remaining eight dogs need 
more socialization as they seem to 
be a bit more nervous and with 
time and love they will become  
loving family members.   

mailto:clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org
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May 6,-7 Noon to Noon 
Giving Challenge—24 hours of on-line fundraising     
for Local non-profits 
 

May 10, 9:00a.m.—3:00p.m.   
Vaccination Clinic at HSMC,  
Call 941-747-8808 x302 for an appointment 
 

May 13, 6:30p.m.  
Bark in the Park—Marauders vs. Lakeland   
McKechnie Field 
 

May 25, 7:30p.m.  
Words Make Tails Wag—Poetry Reading 
Primo’s Restaurant at , $5 Cover Charge 
Call 941-518-9752 for more information 
 

May 31, 9:00a.m.—1:00p.m.  
Vaccination Clinic at Pride Park 
Free vaccines for low-income pet owners 
Prizes, contest and refreshments 
 

June 14, 9:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 
Vaccination Clinic at HSMC 
Call 941-747-8808 x302 for an appointment 
 

June 26, 6:30p.m.  
Bark in the Park—Marauders vs. Jupiter  
McKechnie Field 
 

July 12, 9:00a.m.—3:00p.m.   
Vaccination Clinic at HSMC  
Call 941-747-8808 x302 for an appointment 
 

July 12, 6:30p.m.  
Bark in the Park—Marauders vs. Tampa  
McKechnie Field 
 
 

August 2, 9:00a.m.—3:00p.m.   
Vaccination Clinic at HSMC  
Call 941-747-8808 x302 for an appointment 
 

August 17, 5:00pm 
Bark in the Park—Marauders vs. St. Lucie  
McKechnie Field 
 
September 6, 9:00a.m.—3:00p.m.   
Vaccination Clinic at HSMC  
Call 941-747-8808 x302 for an appointment 

Corporate Sponsors 


