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Become our friend 
on Facebook! 

Search:
Humane Society of 
Manatee County

Visit our website
www.HumaneManatee.org

• Check our clinic specials
• Adoption success stories
• See adoptable animals
• Become a Paw Partner
• Make a secure donation

Stepping Stones to a Bright New Future

2015 Calendars 

As we embark on the first major expansion for the 
Humane Society of Manatee in decades, it is important 
to look back at the people and the milestones that have 
paved the way. Founded in 1970 by a courageous group 
of individuals dedicated to the humane treatment of 
animals in Manatee County, it operated as a foster based 
organization without a facility.  On April 7, 1973 they 
received non-profit 501 c3 status.

After many fundraisers and a couple of “angels” HSMC acquired its first facility in 
1978 – what we now call the Cat Cottage. In 1986, the organization purchased the 
two story Nautilus property next door. The kennels were added downstairs and the 
upstairs remained an apartment that was rented out to help defray costs. 

The Humane Society was now off and running! The adoption program was thriving 
and the board of directors began looking outside their walls. In 2007, a fundamental 
shift occurred from the Humane Society being simply a no-kill shelter to adopting the 
mission “to lead Manatee County in creating a No-kill community.”  

After some much needed renovations including 
a new roof, windows, and air conditioning HSMC 
opened a Humane Alliance Model Spay/Neuter 
Clinic in 2009. The low-cost, high-quality Spay 
Neuter Clinic has performed more than 28,000 
low-cost or free surgeries to date, drastically 
reducing the number of unplanned litters.  
Euthanasia rates at the County Shelter began to 

drop. In 2011, HSMC entered into an agreement with Manatee County Animal 
Services and Gulf Shore Animal League to sterilize, vaccinate, and microchip 
free-roaming cats. The TNR program has drastically reduced the euthanasia rate for 
cats in Manatee County.  

The Second Chance Adoption Program was going strong with the addition of 
on-site medical care and began taking in sick and injured animals including 
Heartworm positive dogs. The clinic began offering this Heartworm Treatment to 
pet owners too.

Last November the purchase of the former Salvation Army store next door signaled 
the next big step. Effectively doubling our size we look forward to opening our new 
expanded Clinic in January 2015 and will set our sights on the next big 
milestone – a new animal shelter! 

$15 Calendars!
• Professional photos of local 

dogs and cats. 
• They make wonderful gifts.
• Stop by the clinic or shelter 

to purchase a calendar or visit         
www.HumaneManatee.org

Diesel, 2015 HSMC Spokesdog
Photo Courtesy of DogStreet Pet Photography

Chip Chip Hooray!
Free microchip with spay/

neuter surgery in September.
Make your pet’s 

appointment today by calling 
941-747-8808 x302
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Spay/Neuter Clinic: 
Monday-Friday

8am-5pm by Appointment
941-747-8808 x302
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Adoption Hours:
Monday, Wednesday,                           
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10am-5pm and by appointment

(941) 747-8808 x313

Feral Cat Information:                       
(941) 747-8808 x302
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Letter from the Executive Director

New Clinic

As our fiscal year comes to a close on September 30, I 
hope you are confident in our stewardship of the direction 
and mission of the organization.  So many inspiring 
moments are part of the work we do every day that move 
our staff, volunteers, and donors to go the extra mile.  The 
start of our new year will see the first major expansion of 
the Humane Society as we renovate the building next door 
into our new clinic.
Our vibrant Second Chance Adoption Program has placed 
more than 775 animals with new families and will surpass 
the number adopted last year.  All of these dogs and cats 
came to the Humane Society either surrendered by their 

owner, a stray or a transfer from the County Animal Shelter at risk of euthanasia.  
This year we accepted 34 dogs in desperate need of care from a seizure case by the 
Sheriff’s office.  Our staff and volunteers rose to the occasion and all but a few have 
been adopted.  The remaining dogs are gradually overcoming fear and regaining 
trust thanks to the efforts of dedicated trainers, staff and volunteers.
Our Spay/Neuter Clinic maintains a diligent focus on prevention by helping 
thousands of pet owners avoid unplanned litters.  Low-cost spay/neuter surgery, 
vaccines and many free grant-funded programs are helping keep pets healthy. 
A wide variety of affordable flea and heartworm prevention products are now 
available.  By the beginning of 2015, we look forward to cutting the ribbon on our new 
clinic and doubling our ability to serve the community needs.
Thank you for your support and for all you do to improve the quality of life in our 
community by helping homeless pets.  

Amy Van Dell     P.S. Please remember us in your will.

Very soon you will see a transformation taking place just north of our current location 
on 14th Street West.  The former Salvation Army Store will become unrecognizable 
as major renovations begin for the new Humane Society Pet Health Center. The need 
for low-cost, high-quality spay/neuter surgery is high and is a critical component of the 
No-Kill plan for our community. The Board of Directors has seen to it that HSMC can 
make the significant capital investment to meet the needs of this community and further 
our mission to lead Manatee County in creating a No-Kill community where animals 
receive the respect and compassion they deserve.  The 10,000 square foot space will 
include room for other functions as well as the Clinic.  A multi-purpose room will be 
used for training and community outreach events.
J.E. Charlotte Construction along with the Bacon Group Architectural firm will be in 
charge of the renovation. Jeff Charlotte’s company came 
highly recommended and recently renovated the old Rip 
Van Winkle Bowling Alley into the new Bayside Pet 
Resort.  Rick Bacon, architect of the Bacon Group, has 
done more than a 150 animal clinics and shelters across 
the country and also comes highly recommended. The 
ribbon cutting is anticipated for shortly after the first 
of the year!
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Each year, Lowe’s Heroes Program helps to improve the communities 
where Lowe’s employees work and live by choosing a local non-profit 
organization as the recipient of a volunteer project. Lowe’s store #1843 in 
Bradenton chose the Humane Society of Manatee County as their 2014 
community service project. 
In mid-July a team of Lowe’s employees took several days to renovate 
a very old and dysfunctional part of the Humane Society that houses the 
offices and administration staff. Previous renovation projects at the 
Humane Society were 
always focused on the 
animal shelter areas, 

such as dog kennels and play yards. Donor and grant money was 
always reserved for those crucial areas that directly impacted and 
improved the life of the dogs and cats in the shelter. The Humane 
Society took this opportunity from the Lowe’s Heroes Program to 
improve a neglected area that will benefit the employees of the 
Humane Society for years to come. 
The Humane Society of Manatee County would like to thank the 
volunteers from the Lowe’s Heroes Project, store #1843: 
Tim Swanson, Amber Ray, Sandra Costello, Kinikis Kapono Hughes, Kevin Johnson, April Reynolds, Jeanna Tito, 
Sonya Hukill, Luis Crespo, Shawn Hubbard, Joan Gavin, Ronnee Kovalovsky and Tim Bradley. 

Lowe’s Heroes Project Renovates Humane Society

Save the Date: Dog Olympics & Adopt-a-thon

Saturday, October 25th from 10am-2pm
at Bayside Pet Resort & Spa

This fun family event will be focusing on finding fur-ever 
homes for cats and dogs from local rescue groups and 
animal shelters. The adoption goal for this event is to find 
homes for at least 100 dogs and cats. Dogs of all 
breeds, shapes and sizes are invited to participate 
in fun, non-athletic competitions such as shedding 
contest, red light/green light, musical hoops and 
Snoopy Says.

For more information on this event go to www.humanemanatee.org 
or call 941-747-8808 x310. 

Sponsorship and vendor opportunities available. 

Online Giving Challenge Sets Nationwide Record
Thank you to everyone who donated during the Giving Challenge! We raised $8,975 which 
included $700 in matching funds and a $1,000 grant for having a high number of donors. Your 
generosity allowed us to care for more than 300 neo-natal kittens and purchase a new  
anesthesia machine for the spay/neuter clinic. You make the difference in the lives of the dogs 
and cats in our community by giving locally. It also feels amazing to know that we are part of 
such a generous community that raised $3,127,801 overall from 18,799 online donations and 
$675,000 in foundation support in just 24 hours and to know that this campaign raised more 
dollars than any other Give Local America campaign (out of 115) in the country!  
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Kitten Season Tugs at Heartstrings

From an Abandoned Shopping Bag to Happy Homes 

Kitten season at HSMC is one of our busiest times. Beginning in early April and lasting through 
August, this season is marked by an increase in cat intakes into the shelter. This season cat 
intake numbers jumped from 38 cats in March and 37 cats in April to 58, 60, and 76 cats in 
May, June, and July respectively. March to July, the percentage of cat intakes that were 
kittens (under 6 months) increased from 47% in March, to 68% in April, 83% in May, 97% in 
June and 90% in July.  
Many of the kittens we take in are too young to remain at the shelter due to the need for 
constant care. These kittens are placed in loving foster homes where they are bottle fed every 

two to four hours until they are four weeks old and can begin eating wet food. Once the kittens reach eight weeks, they 
return to the shelter for their spay/neuter surgery and join us on the adoption floor. The around the clock care provided 
by our dedicated fosters allows us to save even more kittens every year that we 
otherwise would not be able to accept into the shelter. We owe them so much gratitude 
for their selfless devotion. 
Thankfully, with the increase in kittens comes an increase in adoptions. June and July 
had the highest cat adoption numbers so far this year with 66 cats and kittens finding 
their forever homes in June and 59 in July. Throughout the chaos and triumph of kitten 
season, the need to find homes for our adult cats remains a constant. Adult cats 
unfortunately spend significantly longer waiting for their forever homes. We would like 
to encourage anyone looking for adoptable cats to consider accepting an older cat into 
their home. Again, we would like to thank our wonderful foster parents that help us to 
save kittens every day through their dedication and patience. Anyone interested in 
joining our life saving fostering team can contact Travis Jones at 
(941) 747-8808 ext. 304.

The noise level around the shelter is fairly high; trucks and 
trailers whizzing by on 14th Street, music blaring from passing 
cars, dogs barking and children playing. However, even with all 
the noise, a bicyclist riding along 26th Ave. heard little whimpers. 
Searching around the bushes he found a wiggling recyclable 
shopping bag tied at the top.  As he opened the bag he witnessed 
three crying tiny black puppies that appeared to be terrier mixes. 
The Good Samaritan quickly rushed the bag over to the shelter 
with the hopes they could be saved. 
The puppies were assessed by our staff and it was determined 
they were about three weeks old and were malnourished, 
dehydrated and infested with fleas. Food, water and flea 
medication were given and they began to immediately perk up, but we knew the 
puppies were too young to stay at the shelter.  We depend on a network of dedicated 
foster families to help care for kittens and puppies until they are ready for adoption.  One 
such wonderful foster mother, Sue Ezell, agreed to foster the pups and they went home 
with her for the next 5 weeks where they were loved and nurtured. They learned that 

human contact was a positive experience in spite of their rough beginning.    
While we cannot fathom how someone 
could be so uncaring to innocent 
puppies, we concentrate on the 
positive; these pups will now have long 
happy lives. Thanks to your 
generosity three more precious animals 
have been saved, we couldn’t do what  

  we do without you! 

Madison, HSMC Animal Care 
Specialist feeding a kitten.

Adoption Specials
September--Purricane Season is here! $25 
off the adoption fee on all cats and kittens. 
October-- 50% off the adoption fee on all 

black dogs, cats and kittens.

Kenickie

Frenchy



The Humane Society of Manatee County’s Spay 
and Neuter Clinic offers high-volume, high-
quality, low-cost dog and cat sterilization. The 
Spay and Neuter Clinic opened its doors in 2009 
to help Manatee County reach its No-Kill goal by 
reducing shelter overpopulation in our area. 
Because we know that this crisis is not only 
local, we provide veterinary student externship 
training in order to share our knowledge and 
Humane Alliance based practices. By teaching 
the idea of animal population control through 
surgery rather than euthanasia, we feel our 
message can be spread nationwide through the 
veterinarians of the future.

We recently had University of Florida veterinary 
student, Erin Dickerson, work with our Medical  

      Director and surgeon, Dr. Julie Hollifield. When asked 
about her experience, Erin said, “I enjoyed learning new surgical skills and 
techniques and also enjoyed working with the wonderful staff.” She assisted 
in spaying and neutering our shelter animals under Dr. Hollifield’s supervision 
during her two week externship with our organization.

It is the enthusiasm of students like Erin that show what a promising future we 
can expect to have for companion animals. Helping young veterinarians 
understand the importance and purpose of our message will reduce the shelter 
overpopulation through spay and neuter rather than euthanasia, and that is an 
idea we hope to share with many more veterinary students and the public in 
the years to come.
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A Mom in Need

Teaching the Vets of Tomorrow
Upcoming Wellness Clinic Dates

September 20October 4October 18November 8November 22December 6December 20
Call 941-747-8808 x302 

to make an appointment.

A scraggy white shih tzu was found wandering on the street, pregnant 
and alone, when she was picked up by Manatee County Animal 
Services (MCAS) and brought to the county shelter. Their staff observed 
her condition and called Travis Jones, HSMC’s  Adoption Program 
Manager, to ask if we could transfer her to our shelter. We transfer 
animals in danger of being euthanized on a weekly basis and “MCAS is 
no place for an expectant mother about to deliver puppies” said Jones.
Each day as her belly grew larger, it was clear that Brianna (as she was 

named) was ready to give birth. As with most animals, proper nutrition and care is critical to 
ensure babies are born healthy and it was clear Brianna hadn’t had this benefit.  While in her 
foster home she delivered 5 tiny puppies, however only 2 survived.  If she had been left on 
the street it is unlikely any of the pups would have lived. 
Eight weeks later, thanks to the care and dedication of our medical team and Brianna’s foster 
mom, she and her puppies were ready to start their new life. Your support is critical in 
allowing us to help those animals who need our help the most. Brianna and her puppies 
thank you for saving their lives.

HeinekenBrianna

Guinness

Erin Dickerson, 
UF Veterinary Student



     Humane Society of Manatee County Newsletter          • www.HumaneManatee.org      •     941-747-8808  

2515 14th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE

PAID
MANASOTA, FL 
PERMIT #317

Calendar of Events
Safe Kids Fair at Westminster Presbyterian Church
October 11, 9a.m.--2p.m.
Learn about safety for children such as pet safety, fire safety, 
bicycle safety and much more. 

Hunsaders Pumpkin Festival 
October 11, 12, 18, 19, 25 & 26, 9a.m.--5p.m. 
*Volunteers needed! Go to www.HumaneManatee.org for 
more information on how you can help.

Downtown Bradenton Farmers’ Market 
on Old Main Street
October 18, November 15, December 20, 9a.m.--2p.m.
Visit our booth every third Saturday of the month.

Dog Olympics & Adopt-a-thon 
at Bayside Pet Resort & Spa
October 25, 10a.m.--2p.m.
Find a new furry family member and watch dogs 
compete in fun, non-competitivie Olympic games. 

Paws in the Park at Lewis Park
November 8, 10a.m.--4p.m.
Hosted by the Manatee River Garden Club

Sarasota Medieval Fair at Sarasota Fair Grounds
November 8, 9, 15, 16, 22 & 23
*Volunteers Needed! Go to www.HumaneManatee.org for 
more information on how you can help.

Canine Christmas at Bishop Animal Shelter 
November 15, 10a.m.--3p.m.
Bring your dog to this fun, family event and enjoy the Doggie 
Fun Zone, doggie fashion show and adopt a new furry friend.

Because of You Luncheon at Renaissance on 9th
December 5, 12p.m.--1p.m.
HSMC donors are treated to an appreciation luncheon.

Alternative Christmas 
at Kirkwood Presbyterian Church
December 6, 8a.m.--1p.m.
Non-profit groups are invited to participate and to provide 
Christmas giving opportunities. 

Paws in Motion Walk-a-thon Fundraiser
at Bradenton River Walk
March 7, 8a.m.--2p.m.
Form a team, recruit walkers, compete in the Doggie Fun 
Zone. Go to www.HumaneManatee.org for more info.

Chip Chip Hooray!
Free microchip with spay/

neuter surgery in September.

Call today to 
schedule your 
pet’s surgery. 

(941) 747-8808 x302
or e-mail at

clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org


