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WARRIORS IN TUNE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

March  1 Pep Band - BBB Districts 2
nd

 Rd – TBD 

  2 Pep Band – GBB Regions - TBD 

            4-5 Augustana Jazz on the Upper Great Plains  

                                                          Festival – Jazz I, II, III                  

  5 Pep Band - BBB Regions  – TBD 

              11 7 pm - Band Boosters Meeting  

                           20            April 2013 “Warriors in Tune” articles due 

         21-23           All State Band – Rapid City – Selected Students 

 

   

April  8 7 pm – Band Boosters Meeting  

              10            Large Group Contest– SB, CB, VB –  

                                                      Brandon Valley, HS 

                           19            7 pm - Spring Bands & Jazz Concert – CB, VB, 

                                                         FB, Jazz I, II, III 

              20 May/June 2013 “Warriors in Tune” articles due 

              23 7 pm – Showcase Concert – SB, C. Choir, Orch. 

              24 5 pm-6:30pm – Lions Pancake Dinner – Jazz I, II, III 

    Sioux Falls Arena      

                           30             Orchestra Spring Concert 

                       

 

May             2-4 All-State Jazz Band – Aberdeen – Selected Students 

             13  7 pm – Band Boosters Meeting – Band Room

             19 4 pm – Graduation - Arena                                

   

 

  

    
                            

 

Washington High School 

501 North Sycamore Ave.  

         Sioux Falls, SD  57110-5752                         

WHS Music Office Phone:  605-367-7976                                                       

(To leave a message for Band, press 1)  Emails: 

Mark.Diischer@k12.sd.us or Paul.Krueger@k12.sd.us 

 

 

JAZZ BANDS 

The WHS Jazz Bands just recently 
concluded their performances at the 
Augustana Jazz on the Upper Great Plains 
Festival, held March 4 & 5. Jazz I took 4

th
 

place overall, moving up two spots from 
last year's performances, and Jazz II took 
it's highest placement in recent history, 
taking 5th place overall in AAA competition. 
Jazz III had a great performance one day 
eariler, participating in the “Comments 
Only” category. Robbie Miller from Jazz I, 
and Cayla Hirsch from Jazz II were cited for 
Outstanding Musicianship.  
 
In addition to their individual group 
performances, students got an opportunity 
to hear the Northlanders Jazz Band, with 
guest artist Jon Faddis (Trumpet.) Our own 
Robbie Miller was asked to play with 
Northlanders Band for the Jazz concerts 
throughout the festival, and he did an 
excellent job of representing the 
Washington Warrior Bands through his 
performance. It was a great opportunity to 
see the Washington Jazz Bands perform, 
and an excellent concert!  

 

mailto:Mark.Diischer@k12.sd.us
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NOTES FROM THE ASSISTANT….. 

Hello WHS Band Family, 

It has been a busy couple of months in the 

band program here at Washington High 

School! Our trip to California in February was 

a success. Between the wonderful 

performances put on by our students at 

Disneyland and on the USS Midway and the 

opportunities to visit the Old Globe, Sea World, 

and the San Diego Zoo, students represented 

Washington High School and Sioux Falls 

exceptionally well. 

Just after returning from California, our 

chamber ensembles, soloists, and large 

ensembles were featured in Washington 

High’s annual Prism Concert. This took a great 

deal of work from students and parents alike - 

thank you to everyone who helped make this 

evening a success, and congratulations to the 

successful student performers! 

Our jazz ensembles recently performed at the 

Augustana Jazz Festival, which featured guest 

artist Jon Faddis. Each group performed well 

and had the opportunity to work with Mr. 

Faddis for several moments after the 

performance was over. Congratulations to 

Isaac Smith, Zach Boettcher, and Cayla Hirsch 

on the Outstanding Musicianship awards they 

received for their performances with Jazz 

Ensembles II and III! 

Over the course of the next month, students 

will doing auditions for ensembles next year 

and preparing for the series of concerts 

coming up in April. The concert ensembles and 

jazz ensembles will have a variety repertoire 

to show off as the year winds down, and I’m 

looking forward to watching students finish 

this school year on a high note! 

Paul Krueger 

Assistant Band Director 
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NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR…………… 

March Post-Trip Newsletter  

From the Director: 

Hello everyone! The last few weeks have been a huge rush for the Washington High 

School Bands! Concerts, Solo-Ensemble Contest, Jazz Festivals, and most notably, 

our 2013 trip to California!  

A great number of our students prepared solos and ensemble pieces for the annual 

Region II Solo Ensemble Contest, held at Augustana College. What a great 

opportunity to see the wonderful talent, dedication, and hard work that our students 

have in our program. Just by taking the time to prepare these pieces, many of our 

students grow significantly as musicians and performers. It is fantastic to see the 

development the students make as they tackle the challenge of a solo or ensemble 

piece.  

The 2013 California Tour was an absolute smash! One of the fondest memories that I 

have as a high school band member was the new friends and memories that we made 

on the trips, the new experiences we took part in, as well as the once-in-a-lifetime 

performances that we offered to us. I know that many of our students feel the same. 

Participating in any kind of large group travel is a great challenge to everyone 

involved, and our students, chaperones, and supporters stepped up to make the 

challenge. Not only were our students recognized for their outstanding performances 

while on the trip, but also for their professionalism and manners when working with 

our guest conductor, hosts at restaurants, as well as our travel coordinators.  

As you read this, our annual “Prism” concert has been concluded to great success. 

Students did a great job of performing their small chamber pieces, as well as 

showcasing their talents with the combined bands from the trip. It is a testament to the 

tenacity and hard work of the band students, especially coming off of a trip just three 

days prior to the trip.  

 The intent of the Prism format is to feature the students of the Washington Bands in a 

variety of different settings, whether they be Jazz Bands, solos, or instrument choirs. 

The chamber music program at Washington is unique in that is provides an 

opportunity to students that is not offered in every program.  It gives them an 

opportunity to play independent parts in smaller ensembles and to play with students 

from across the program in strengthening their skills in large like-instrument 

ensembles. These small ensembles are organized based on student demand and 

meet during lunch after school.  We typically organize these groups right after 

marching band season wraps and rehearse November through February.  I appreciate 

your encouragement of your student in participating in these ensembles next year.  

I am so pleased with the work that the students have put in, and look forward to 

wrapping up the year, excited to hear how the students have matured musically 

throughout the year. Thanks so much to all those who made these wonderful events 

possible, and I look forward to seeing each of you at the Washington Band events this 

spring!  

Musically Yours,  

Mark Diischer, Director of Bands  
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CONCERT BANDS                
The Washington Bands are working on new music and 
preparing for Large Group Contest and their final concerts 
of the year.  Students will also begin auditioning for 
placement in next year’s ensembles.   
                 
The Symphonic, Concert, and Varsity Bands will participate 
in Large Group Contest on Wednesday, April 10th at the 
Brandon Valley Performing Arts Center.  This event is the 
state contest for concert bands.  Students will have the 
opportunity to perform and be adjudicated by a panel of 
judges, receive a rating, and participate in a short clinic 

following their performance.  Details on these performance 
times will be given to the students in class as the 
information is received.     
                 
The Symphonic Band Band will join the Symphony 
Orchestra and the Concert Choir for the Showcase Concert 
on Tuesday, April 23rd at the Washington Pavilion.  The 

final concert of the year for Concert Band, Varsity Band, 
Freshman Band and all three Jazz Bands will be on Friday, 
April 19th at 7 pm in the Washington Auditorium. 
  
Advance ticket sales for the Showcase Concert will begin at 

the end of March.  Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for 

students and can be purchased in advance from any 

Symphonic Band member or the Music Office (367-7976).  

We encourage you to purchase tickets in advance from the 

Music Department, as our profit margin on pre-sale tickets 

is higher than those purchased from the Pavilion Box 

Office.  We truly appreciate your support in buying tickets 

and attending this concert.  Your financial support is what 

makes this special concert at the Pavilion possible each and 

every year.      

ALL-STATE BAND RESULTS 
Congratulations to the following students on their selection 

to the 2013 South Dakota All-State Band: 

                 Elizabeth Rooney, 12 - Clarinet 

 Molly Smallcomb , 12 - Horn 

 Julia Darland, 11 - Clarinet 

 Mckenzie Perry, 11 – Flute (Piccolo) 

 Cal Cross, 10 – Tenor Saxophone 

 Zach Person, 11 - Horn 

 Robbie Miller, 11 – Trumpet 

 Jacob Fenner, 10 – Euphonium 

 

All-State Band will be held in Rapid City on March 21-23. 
The final concert will be held on Saturday, March 23 in 
the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, starting at 7:30pm.   
The concerts are open to the public and tickets are 
available on the day of the event.  Adult admission is $16 
and students are $11 to attend the concert.   
For more information, go to:  
http://www.sdhsaa.com/FineArts/Music/AllStateBan

d/TicketInformation.asp 

 

 
CONCORDIA COLLEGE HONOR BAND 

 
Congratulations to the following students on being 
selected to participate in the Concordia College Honor 
Band Festival, April 1- April 7 in Moorhead, Minnesota: 
 
Robbie Miller, 11 – Trumpet 

McKenzie Perry, 11 – Flute 

Students were selected through a recorded audition for 
participation in this event.  Students will rehearse in an 
Honor Band conducted by Dr. Peter Haberman, Director 
of Bands and Andrew Boyson, a prolific band composer 
and active guest conductor. The Honor Band will perform 
their final concert at 1:00 pm on April 7.  
 

 
   
PEP BAND 
As of this newsletter, we have completed our Pep Band 

season.  Thank you to all of the students who 

volunteered their time playing as a part of this year’s 

group.  You demonstrated a lot of school spirit and made 

the Pep Band a lot of fun.  A special thanks to the parents 

who supported the band by coming to the games, 

wearing their orange and singing/dancing along with the 

band.  We have received a number of comments about 

how great our Pep Band sounds, from both spectators 

and referees.  Congratulations on a fantastic season!   
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REGION I SOLO/ENSEMBLE CONTEST 
 

Region Solo & Ensemble contest is the State Event for 

individuals & small groups in wind and percussion 

instrumental music.  The contest was held at Augustana 

College on February 5
th

, 2012. We received 9 Excellent ratings 

and 18 Superior ratings in solos and ensembles.  

Students and ensembles receiving Superior ratings were: The 

WHS Flute Choir, The WHS Woodwind Choir, the WHS 

Percussion Ensemble, McKenzie Perry, Flute; McKenzie Perry, 

Piccolo; Lauren Miller and Cassidy Rodman, Clarinet Duet; 

Carly Haffeman, McKenzie Perry, and Gema Guterriez, Flute 

Trio; Robbie Miller, Trumpet; Robbie Miller; Piccolo Trumpet; 

Thaniel Hofflander, Trumpet; Jack Hammond, Trumpet; Bre 

Roozenboom, Alto Saxophone; John Larson, Marimba; Cal 

Cross, Tenor Saxophone; Matt Russell, Tenor Saxophone; 

Mason Russell, Tenor Saxophone; Matt Russell and Mason 

Russell, Saxophone Duet, and Jacob Fenner, Euphonium. 

Students and ensembles receiving Excellent ratings were: The 

WHS Low Brass Choir; the WHS Brass Choir; The WHS Clarinet 

Choir; Zach Person, Horn; Julia Darland, Clarinet; Elizabeth 

Rooney, Clarinet; Lauren Miller, Clarinet; Andy Heck, Baritone 

Saxophone; Zach Boettcher, Flute.  

Congratulations to all those who participated in this event, 

and I encourage EVERYONE in the WHS Bands to try a solo, 

duet, trio, or become part of the small chamber ensembles. 

It's a great opportunity to play with friends, hone your skills, 

and play for some outstanding musicians.  

 

 

“Music expresses that which cannot be put into words 

and that which cannot remain silent”  –Victor Hugo 

      

                            2013 CALIFORNIA TRIP EPILOGUE 

The Washington High School Bands had a fantastic trip to California, 

with lots of memories being made, some wonderful experiences, and 

a lot of fun! Let's look back at some of the events that the Warrior 

Band took part in:  

 The Disney Soundtrack Session, where we were fortunate 
enough to record out own live music, and add it to Disney 
video, just like a real soundtrack orchestra.  

 A fantastic evening parade performance with the WHS 
Warrior Marching Band, with an audience of literally 
hundreds of people.  

 The San Diego Harbor cruise, where we do to the see 
dolphins and SEALS. (The U.S. Marine kind) 

 An world renowned performance of Pygmallion, featuring 
actor Robert Sean Leonard, known for his performance as 
Dr. Wilson on the TV medical drama, HOUSE, M.D. 

 Two excellent concert performances on the U.S.S. Midway.  
 SeaWorld and San Diego Zoo exhibits.  

  
Thank you to all those who made this trip possible, to the students 

for their work in raising the money and doing extra rehearsals, for 

the administration for making such a trip possible, and to YOU, the 

supporters of the WHS Bands!!!  

The new Washington High School Bands FACEBOOK PAGE 

Many parents, students, and fans of the Washington Bands have 

discovered our new Facebook page, and we'd like you to check it out 

as well. We have a few photos from the 2013 California Trip, but of 

course, we'd like to get tons more. We'll be using the Facebook page 

as a great way to publicize the many events of the Washington High 

School Bands. You can find the page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonHighSchoolBandsSiouxFallsSd 

If you don't want to type it in, just do a search in the Facebook 

search bar for Washington Bands in Sioux Falls! If you have pictures, 

video, or anything else that you'd like to see and share on the WHS 

Bands Facebook page, please send it to Mr. Diischer for approval at: 

Mark.Diischer@k12.sd.us 
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          HY-VEE CARDS FOR SALE!!! 

Hy-Vee cards will be available for purchase              

before and after the Spring Bands & Jazz               

 Concert on April 19th! 

  

 

 

 

 

Warriors in Tune Newsletter is published 9 times per year 

by WHS Band Boosters.  Combined editions occur in 

December/January, May/June, and July/August. The 

deadline for articles is the 20
th

 of each month.  Articles 

may be submitted to Teri Vanderwerf at 

cheaperbydozen@sio.midco.net.  

To change email addresses or any other information that 

needs to be changed, go to the Band website at 

www.whsbands.org, then go to Charms and to the students  

account on there. 

Band Boosters is a parent program for all 

WHS student bands:  Marching, Concert, 

Jazz and Orchestra. Parents of band 

members are automatically members. 

There are no membership dues or 

applications.  Your support is greatly 

appreciated and your help is key to our 

success.  Band Booster meetings are 

usually held on the 2nd or 3rd Monday of 

each month at 7:00 p.m., in the WHS 

band room, and are open to all who wish 

to attend.  The next Band Booster 

Meeting is March  11th at 7 pm in the 

WHS Band Room. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Student Account Information  

Your account summary is online at 

www.whsbands.org.  If you have any 

questions regarding  your students 

account balance, please e-mail 

Cheryl Beck at: 

beckfour4@gmail.com. 

 

 

CONCERT PRICES 

Adult Admission $5.00 

Student Admission  $3.00 

Senior Citizen  $1.00 

   With Gold Card 

     

 

From the President’s…. 

Hello Band Fans, 

     

 The trip to California seemed like it would never get here, seemed so 

far away and now it is over. The students and everyone else who went on 

the trip had a great time. From the Hard Rock Cafe to the San Diego Zoo 

and everything in between was lots of fun. The kids did a great  job in the 
parade in Disneyland, lots of great complements about the band on how 

well they sounded and looked.  When they started playing the music on the 

USS Midway flight deck lots of people stopped to listen, you could here the 

people talking about how good the band sounded. Sharon and I would like 

thank all the kids for their hard work and how well they represented WHS . 

Everywhere we went I would hear that the kids were very courteous, 

respectful, and well mannered. It sure made it easier for the chaperones to 

do their job. Also, a special thanks to all the parents who helped with the 

early morning loading and late night unloading of the buses. 

  Brian and Sharon Schlenker 

  Co-Presidents      
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WHS BAND HY-VEE CARD ORDERS 

Hy-Vee Card ORDERS are due the first and third Monday of each month (Tuesday if Monday holiday). 

Hy-Vee card orders (clearly label as Hy-Vee order) should be left in the designated envelope in the band room at the time your student has class or 

mailed/delivered to Tom & Teresa Koch, 4130 E. Williamsburg Ct, Sioux Falls, SD 57103 up until 8pm on due date.  During summer months, all 

orders must be mailed/delivered to Tom & Teresa Koch. 

Hy-Vee Card PICK-UP is on the Thursday of the order week (Tuesday on Thanksgiving week). 

Hy-Vee cards can be picked up from 6:30 – 7:00 PM at Tom and Teresa Koch's house at 4130 E. Williamsburg Ct, Sioux Falls, SD 57103.  If you will 

be unable to pick up your order at this time contact us at 339-9402 (home), 360-9664 (cell) or email us at tntkoch@sio.midco.net to arrange 

another time.  Pick-up will be at the school if a Band Concert or band event is occurring on the scheduled pick-up night.   

Hy-Vee Cards will also be available for purchase at Band Booster meetings, Band Concerts and other band events. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                                            WHS BAND HY-VEE CARD ORDER FORM  

Date______________________________________________    Student Name __________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #_______________________________   Email address: ______________________________________________________ 

*Payment must accompany the order blank, Checks only please. 

*Make checks payable to WHS band. 

Select dollar amount you wish to purchase ($105,$210, $420, $525, $630, $840 or $1050), fill in denominations desired and record check number: 

Business Amount ordered $10 $25 $50 $100 Check # 

 

Hy-Vee 

Total due $105 (You will get $105 in Hy-Vee 

cards + $5 into student account) 

 

         

    

 

Hy-Vee 

Total due $210 (You will get $210 in  

Hy-Vee cards + $10 into student account) 

     

 

Hy-Vee 

Total due $420 (You will get $420 in  

Hy-Vee cards + $20 into student account) 

     

 

Hy-Vee 

Total due $525 (You will get $525 in  

Hy-Vee cards + $25 into student account) 

     

 

Hy-Vee 

Total due $630 (You will get $630 in  

Hy-Vee cards + $30 into student account) 

     

 

Hy-Vee 

Total due $840 (You will get $840 in  

Hy-Vee cards + $40 into student account) 

     

 


