
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called 
you by name; you are mine.” Is 43:1

L I V E  T O  I N S P I R E

L E A R N  T O  I N V I T E

MY
EVANGELIZATION 

PLAN

MY PERSONAL 
EVANGELIZATION 

PLAN

1.  Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind someone 

in your life who is no longer coming to church. 

Write his/her name:

2.  How will you pray for him/her?

 

3.  How can you share your faith with him/her? 

4.  What could you invite him/her to? 

5.  How could you accompany him/her? 

Place this card somewhere so you can review 

it. Begin your plan with step one and try to 

work your way through all five steps. 

“The mission of proclaiming the word of God 
is the task of all of the disciples of Jesus Christ 
based on their baptism. No believer in Christ 
can feel dispensed from this responsibility.” 
Pope Benedict XVI, The Word of the Lord, #94



“My sisters and brothers of this Diocese of 
Lansing, I need you to seek out a lost sheep and 
invite him or her back to the fold. As you read 
this, think of which person you will approach. 
It will take time and prayer, patience and love, 
but the Holy Spirit will guide you in your efforts.” 
Bishop Earl Boyea

“Let us evangelize our world! There are sisters and 
brothers, family members and friends who have 
left the Church. Let us re-engage them in  
the life of the Body of Christ!” Bishop Earl Boyea,  
Go and Announce the Gospel of the Lord

WHY WE NEED A  
NEW EVANGELIZATION

THE PAST 10 YEARS IN THE  
DIOCESE OF LANSING

34% 
of registered Catholics in the diocese  

attend weekly Mass.

27%
fewer people attend weekend Mass.  

Yet the total population of the diocese decreased  

by only .3 percent.

IN THE U.S.

52% 
of Catholics have left the Church at some point.

8 million 
of them are open to returning.

Pew Research Center Survey of U.S. Catholics and Family Life, May 5-June 7, 2015. 
Lansing stats come from our very own Patrick O’Brien, Faith Catholic.

THE FOUR PILLARS OF 
EVANGELIZATION

PRAYER
Prayer forms the foundation for all our 

evangelization efforts because the Holy Spirit 
is the principal agent of evangelization.  

We are being called to commit to pray for  
non-practicing Catholics.

WITNESS
Our greatest witness comes primarily through 
the way we live and secondarily through our 
words. We must always be prepared to share 

the Good News with others.

INVITE
Inviting others back to the Church  

is a vital step in the evangelization process.  
Often times, it begins with inviting them to 

your home, a sports game or somewhere else.

ACCOMPANY
We need to walk with people as much as 
possible through every step of their faith 

journeys. In order to do this most effectively, 
we may need to rethink how involved we  

are in our loved ones’ lives. 

“With prayer, good example, and, yes, even an 
invitation, we yearn for that person’s return. 
If and when it happens, we continue to 
accompany him or her as best we can.” Bishop 
Earl Boyea, Called by Name

Two questions you might consider posing to a 
non-practicing Catholic:

“Have you ever thought about returning to church?”

“Can I share with you one reason I go to church?”


