
Resolution against the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium Test (SBAC) 

 

WHEREAS at the OEA Representative Assembly (OEA-RA), members of the 
Oregon Education Association (OEA) passed a resolution in April 2014 calling for 
a moratorium on the SBAC; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order for a standardized test to give meaningful information, it 
must first be administered to a normed sample group and proven to have 
reliability and validity; and in 2014-2015 reliability and validity of scores have not 
yet been established, and yet Oregon is planning to use the results as a baseline in 
their state accountability systems; and 
 
WHEREAS, Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction, Rob Saxton states 65% 
of students will fail SBAC administered during the 2014-2015 school year; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Obama Administration awarded PARCC and Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) a combined $360 million to develop the new 
standardized tests aligned to the CCSS instead of dedicating said funds to provide 
the much needed support for our most disadvantaged students in the form of 
smaller class sizes, well rounded curriculum for all schools, increasing funding to 
ESL and Special Education programs, hiring social workers, counselors and 
support staff, funding school libraries and extracurricular programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of Oregon, has consistently underfunded public education, 
and Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction, Rob Saxton has estimated over 
$12 million will be spent on implementation this year for a test administration 
that will be neither valid nor reliable, and is an expensive experiment to norm 
SBAC on students without their or their families’ consent; and therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Portland Association of Teachers (PAT) will encourage 
members to speak and petition about the excessive amount of time that our 
students are being tested and prepared for tests, and the harmful impact on 
teaching and learning; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED that PAT will encourage and support its members and parents to 
hold parent informational sessions around the SBAC and the option of opting 
out; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the PAT encourage Carole Smith, all members on the Portland 
School Board and all principals to take the SBAC test and publicly release their 
results; and be it further  
 



RESOLVED, that the PAT encourages teachers to hold “SBAC parent/teacher 
practice sessions” where the parents and teachers take the practice SBAC and 
reflect on their experiences; and be it further  
 
 
RESOLVED, that the PAT encourage the Board of Education to stop using 
standardized test scores for making decisions on student promotion, teacher 
evaluations, school ratings and the decision to close or turnaround schools; and 
be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Oregon State Board of 
Education, the Portland School Board, the Governor of Oregon, and all members 
of the Oregon legislative branch; the Mayor and City Council of Portland; and be 
it finally 
 
RESOLVED, that should the PAT Representative Assembly pass this resolution, a 
copy of this resolution will be submitted to the Oregon Education Association and 
the National Education Association. 
 


