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Iowa Advocates to Attend National Justice Ride in Oklahoma City to Support Holtzclaw 
Survivors 

 
On January 21, 2016, advocates from the Iowa Coalition Against Sexual Assault (IowaCASA) will 
attend the National Justice Ride in Oklahoma City along with hundreds of activists, artists, and 
community members of color from across the country to stand with survivors of sexual 
violence. The event is organized by Black Women’s Blueprint to stand with the survivors of 
Daniel Holtzclaw and to stand symbolically with every survivor of sexual violence. Holtzclaw is 
an Oklahoma City police officer convicted of raping 13 African American women. It’s estimated 
that there may be as many as 32 women that Holtzclaw assaulted while on duty, using his 
police authority to prey upon members of the African American community. Black Women’s 
Blueprint is a civil and human rights organization of women and men. Its purpose is to take 
action to secure social, political, and economic equality in American society. 
 
Thanks to a generous donation from the IowaCASA Board of Directors, advocates will make the 
trip to Oklahoma City where they will attend the national event and take a stand against the 
sexualized brutalization of Black women and girls as the Holtzclaw sentencing is read. Black 
Women’s Blueprint states that the Holtzclaw case “reaffirms the glaring reality that a critical 
need exists for sustained action to address the on-going campaign of dismissal and disdain 
against Black women sexually assaulted and brutalized by State agents. The existence of Black 
women survivors, their truths and narratives must be spoken out loud. We must speak the 
names of those who give us permission, and tell their stories not only when they’re dead, but 
while they are still alive.” 
 
“As a coalition that actively works against racism and oppression, it’s imperative for our 
advocates to stand up and show support for survivors not only in Iowa but across the country,” 
said Beth Barnhill, Executive Director of IowaCASA. “By attending the National Justice Ride in 
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Oklahoma City we hope to remind survivors that they are not alone. We will no longer stand 
idly by as women of color are brutalized by State officials who are supposed to protect them. 
The shameful targeting of victims based on gender, race, class, or circumstance within the 
criminal and legal system has gone on long enough.” 
 
“While we are pleased with the Holtzclaw verdict, it’s important to note that not all survivors 
will experience the same form of justice—especially as it relates to their healing process,” said 
Nadia La Fontant, Underserved Communities Specialist for IowaCASA. “What’s more, this kind 
of verdict is unfortunately a rare occurrence. This is a huge victory for survivors involved in the 
case and those affected by Holtzclaw’s intolerable actions, but our work is far from over. We 
must continue to hold perpetrators accountable, specifically those in positions of power who 
would use their authority to commit acts of violence against others. That being said, we would 
like to recognize and show our appreciation for law enforcement who are allies for survivors 
and work to protect our communities. We ask other advocates and activists to join us in this 
fight for justice and visibility, especially for survivors of color who are often at higher risk for 
victimization.” 
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