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!
RUN TIME/FORMAT: 93 Minutes/DCP !
MPAA RATING: 
Not Rated; recommended for 13 and up (for some language) !
RELEASE DATE: 30 May 2016 (Memorial Day) !
DAY/DATE OR ACCELERATED VOD/DVD WINDOW? 
No !
DISTRIBUTOR/THEATRICAL SALES  
Content Johnson — contentjohnson@yahoo.com !
PRESS CONTACT 
NotBySightDoc@gmail.com !
ASSET DOWNLOADS (STILLS, POSTER, TRAILER) 
Official Stills and Poster — NotBySightDoc.com  
Official Trailer — https://youtu.be/-XPSm6nSQzg  !
OFFICIAL WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA 
NotBySightDoc.com / NotBySightDoc@gmail.com / 
@NotBySightDoc / #NotBySightDoc /  
facebook.com/NotBySightDocumentary  !
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SYNOPSIS !
LOG LINE 
A queer driven comedy-documentary about Black Culture, Black Socioeconomics, and 
most importantly, the role and wrath of the Black Church. !
SHORT FORM 
NOT BY SIGHT is a comedy-documentary that features Sampson McCormick, an 
African-American comedian, author, and GLBTQ activist as he explores the State of 
Black Culture, Black Socioeconomics, and most importantly, the role and wrath of the 
Black Church. From Washington, D.C. to California, the cast is comprised of artists, 
academic scholars, ministers, and community activists who share diverse views from 
within multidisciplinary fields. The documentary establishes a bridge between comedy 
and spirituality while shedding light on the role religion continues to play in defining and 
shaping identity in the Black GLBTQ community.!!
LONG FORM 
Not By Sight is a comedy-documentary that features Sampson McCormick, an African-
American comedian, author, producer, and GLBTQ activist as he explores the State of 
Black Culture, Black Socioeconomics, and most importantly, the role and wrath of the 
Black Church. While the film begins with sociocultural perspectives from Sampson 
McCormick, the documentary eases into interviews from within a colorful group of 
scholars, ministers, and GLBTQ activists.  !
From within these cast members, a variety of topics comically range from “Growing Up 
Pentecostal” and the positive and negative effects of being raised in Evangelical 
Christian traditions to “Black Gay Gospel Pioneers” and the fact that queer members 
have always been present in the church even if not always respectfully and openly 
acknowledged. The documentary not only addresses tough topics through candid 
interviews but also intertwines them with parodies. The film also discusses “The Identity 
Crisis” and even the history of “Gay Lingo” followed by facts and opinions surrounding 
Black Socioeconomics and an unbiased, honest evaluation of marriage.  !
Overall, from Washington, D.C. to California, the film establishes a bridge between 
comedy and spirituality while shedding light on the role religion continues to play in 
defining and shaping identity in the Black GLBTQ community. Not By Sight is not rooted 
in the victimization of the GLBTQ community but the empowerment and tenured queer 
presence within the most significant institution of the Black community — the Church. 
The documentary suggests a wholistic approach to what it means to “Walk By Faith and 
Not By Sight” and provides a plethora of thought-provoking ideas to create awareness 
and encourage support through advocacy or most significantly… love. !!!
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EXECUTIVE PRODUCER’S STATEMENT !
“Initially, I gave this documentary the title, Saints In Exile, as a direct reflection of the 
Black GLBTQ history and experience within the Pentecostal Church. Specifically, the 
title was inspired by a book, Saints in Exile: The Holiness-Pentecostal Experience in 
African American Religion and Culture by Cheryl J. Saunders. The book discusses the 
African-American religious experience from slavery to freedom and explores the 
evolution of Traditional African religion as it syncretized with Christianity. The book also 
describes the rituals of the Pentecostal church and it highlights the fact that members of 
this church are often referred to as the “saints,” which denotes to their strict lifestyle of 
“holiness.” The idea of “holiness” is defined through the daily practice of bible study and 
prayer as well as the absence of smoking, drinking, cursing, gambling, fornication, and 
most significantly, the uncompromisable, non-negotiable avoidance of Queer affection, 
intimacy, and identity.  !
After much thought and consideration, I began to further explore the foundation of 
Christianity as it rests within the hearts of believers and decided to hone in on a title 
surrounded around the concept of Faith. One of the most popular scriptures quoted by 
Christian leaders throughout the world is 2 Corinthians 5:7 “For We Walk By Faith, Not 
By Sight.” From that scripture, I decided on the documentary’s title, Not By Sight 
because it embodied the message I wanted the film to send to viewers; regardless of 
the outward appearance, both physically and affectionately, it is the direct relationship 
one has with God that is most important. Yes, we all have differences. Some big. Some 
small. But why should these differences be used to define a person’s true integrity or 
weigh the validity of their relationship with their God, higher power, or supreme being? 
The documentary aims to point out that many African-American churches waste a lot of 
time walking by sight instead of faith. Instead of doing as their predecessors did, such 
as tackling issues within socioeconomics, politics, fighting against oppression, and 
being a real beacon of light in their communities, many Black Churches spend a 
ridiculous amount of effort “gay bashing” all while ignoring (or better yet denying) the 
fact that it was the “gays” that shaped the style, sound, and fashion found today within 
gospel music and church culture. Some may ask, "Aren't you walking by sight when you 
react to issues within socioeconomics and politics?" My answer is a resounding NO. 
The Bible says in John 8:36 (NKJV), "Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall 
be free indeed." The foundation of the Christian faith is rooted in freedom. Not only is it 
rooted in freedom but through Christ "life more abundantly (John 10:10)." Furthermore, 
when you have a cultural system or institution that fights against that very foundation, 
these issues must be addressed not through a walk of "sightly" discourse but a 
declaratory walk of, for, and in the Faith. !
I designed this documentary to primarily highlight a variety of perspectives from 
individuals within or knowledgeable of the Pentecostal church who are also members 
and/or supporters of the GLBTQ community. While there is much debate surrounding 
Gay Rights and Marriage throughout the world, the religious/spiritual identity of 
members of the Queer community is slowly trending as a topic. Throughout the nation, 
many churches and spiritual communities exist to meet the needs of a large portion of 
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the gay community – but what about the Pentecostals? Can you be a member of the 
GLBTQ community and a real Pentecostal? How do you exist within a denomination 
that considers your very identity an abomination? How do you maneuver within a 
religious culture where you are in constant fear of your life? How do you continue to 
love God when you are convinced He hates you? Nevertheless, through hilarious 
thought-provoking interviews topped off with valid “reads” and dashes of “shade,” Not 
By Sight tackles these questions with grace and comical ease." 
                                                                                            
                                                                                              — Content T. Johnson, M. A. 
      !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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        CREDITS !
  Directed and Produced by  Content Johnson  
        !
         Producer   Sampson McCormick !
  
     Editor  Content Johnson !!
      Director of Photography   Content Johnson !!
           Original Music   Content Johnson 
       Paapa Nyarkoh 
       Lance McNeil  !
      
     Writer  Content Johnson !
         
            Engineered and Mixed by  John Krauss !
    
                      DIASPORAN STUDIOS  
      present !!
          a DIASPORAN FILM production 
    
    
  
                NOT BY SIGHT !

         !
Original Music By CONTENT JOHNSON  PAAPA NYARKOH  LANCE MCNEIL 

Cinematography by CONTENT JOHNSON Edited by CONTENT JOHNSON  
Produced by SAMPSON MCCORMICK  

Directed and Produced by CONTENT JOHNSON !!!
            A Diasporan Studios Release 
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       THE CAST !
SAMPSON McCORMICK is a nationally 
touring, award winning, stand up comedian, writer 
and activist who can make audiences double over in 
laughter whether he's joking about his whacky and 
beloved, Aunt Jackie, his twink neighbor or 
addressing homophobia, poverty, and religion. For 
over a decade, he has been a favorite at LGBT 
pride festivals and mainstream venues alike. His 
screen appearances include BET, MTV's "Real 
World",  and the Oprah Winfrey Network. He is also 
the author of two books "Ebonic Faggotry", and 
"Taboo Village: A Perspective on Being Gay In Black 
America" and is at work on his third. He's also 
released three live stand up comedy albums, 
including his latest "That Bitch Better Be Funny: 
Live at the Howard Theater", where he made 
history, becoming the first openly gay comedian to 

headline the famous venue. Other prestigious venues that he has headlined include The 
White House, The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, The World Famous Comedy 
Store in Hollywood, CA and Harvard University. His comedy offers riveting, refreshing 
and original takes on religion, sexuality, life and politics--you know, all those things there 
you weren't suppose to talk about in polite company. !!
CONTENT JOHNSON is a producer, director, 
screenwriter, motivational speaker, singer, and composer. 
She wrote the comedy-drama, Duty Free, which was an 
official selection for the 2015 Script DC catalog. She has 
compiled a versatile portfolio of studio and freelance 
photography, scripts for short films, TV series, 
documentaries, and at least 100 concept development 
pitches ranging from magazine series to historical 
dramas. Previously, she has released two (2) 
independent albums, Diasporan (2006), Rhythmic Blues 
(2009), and currently working on a third project. She has 
a Bachelor of Arts in African-American Studies with a 
minor in History and Religious Studies from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. In 2015, Ms. Johnson 
received a Master of Arts in Communications: Producing 
for Film and Video from American University. She is also a progressive licensed minister 
within the Pentecostal denomination and a strong advocate for Afro-Diasporan 
education and culture as well as a supporter of GLBTQ rights. Ms. Johnson is the 
executive producer, writer, and director of the Not By Sight documentary. 
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IVORY SHELTON, JR. is originally from 
Alexandria, VA and he has seen the world 
through his experience in the United States 
Navy.  A very active member of his church as a 
diligent Usher, Ivory is full of fun and 
compassion for all mankind.  He enjoys 
traveling, reading, and learning new things.  He 
has experienced many things in his life but over 
all other things, he has a passion for his family. 
 In 2006, he was diagnosed with HIV.  Since 
then, he has been an active advocate helping 
others to prevent from contracting the virus. !

PATRICK WILSON was born and raised in 
Lancaster, Virginia. He grew up in the Baptist/ 
Pentecostal church. He is the youngest of five siblings. 
Since middle school, Patrick has been involved in the 
musical arts. He has participated in multiple theatrical 
projects and featured as soloist in numerous 
productions. Mr. Wilson’s professional background 
consists of Hospitality and Retail Management in which 
he has worked for many years. His creative interests 
include singing and comedy and he is a strong advocate 
for Mental Health, Anti Bullying and the LGBT 
community. Patrick resides in Virginia Beach, VA and 
pursuing a degree in Business.!! !

S. NICOLE CATHEY, PH.D. is a 
professor, minister and LGBTQ advocate from 
Jackson, MS. She received her doctorate in 
Political Science from Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. Her research interests 
encompass political behavior, public opinion and 
political participation, with an emphasis in the 
intersectionality of religion, gender and 
sexuality. She is currently a student at Chicago 
Theological Seminary and serves as Co-Chair of 
the National Black Political Scientist LGBTQ 
Caucus.  As a scholar-activist, she works to 
integrate applied research with social justice 
issues.  She also uses community gardening as 
a means of teaching young people about better 

health through growing and distributing food in her home state of Mississippi.  
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WILLIAM LEAP, PH.D. received his 
B.A. in Anthropology and Linguistics from 
Florida State University and his Ph.D. in 
Anthropology (Linguistics concentration) from 
Southern Methodist University. Dr. Leap’s 
career in public anthropology has included 
work with American Indian tribes (community 
organizing, language renewal, teaching 
retraining), engagements with language, 
sexuality, and HIV politics in the urban US and 
urban South Africa, studies of gay language 
and “gay men’s English” as local and global 
formations, and multiple projects (at AU, in DC, 
in the American Anthropological Association and in other public settings) designed to 
build alliances between dissident gendered and sexual voices. He is the founding co-
editor of the Journal of Language and Sexuality. Since 1993, he has coordinated the 
annual AU Conference on Lavender Languages and Linguistics. He has published 
seven books and edited collections and numerous essays in language and sexuality 
studies. He is currently finishing the edits on his new book, "Language Before 
Stonewall." Not in residence, spring 2016. ! !

CARLTAISE RANSOM was born 
and raised in the City of Baltimore, 
Maryland. He is a compelling Actor, 
Singer, Writer, Director, Filmmaker, Black 
Activist/Revolutionary, and Entrepreneur. 
As an Actor, he displays a wide range of 
technique from drama to comedy and 
most certainly, musicals.  He has played 
both fictional and non-fictional roles, 
such as  Malcolm X, Langston Hughes, 
Alex Haley, Jackie Robinson and he has 
long dreamed of portraying the 
Legendary Singer Marvin Gaye in a 
biopic. Carltaise has appeared in a 

variety of plays, such as James Baldwin's 
The Amen Corner, Walter Mosley's Strike Heaven On The Face, Dreamgirls, Smokey 
Joe’s Cafe, August Wilson's The Piano Lesson, Seven Guitars and Two Trains 
Running. He has also appeared in a few independent and major films, such as The 
Head Of State and has played every role from Jesus to a hardcore thug. Currently, 
Carltaise is completing production of his weekly series, Speak It Real in which he is the 
creator, writer, director and a cast member. He is also involved in producing other 
culturally groundbreaking projects, such as his Afrocentric reality series, Not About You, 
It’s About Us. As a singer, he has the ability to sing soulful and gritty all while switching 
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to smooth, soft, and mellow. He believes in creating opportunities for himself and 
primarily, other Black artists. He is dedicated to creating quality films, television 
productions, and stage plays featuring artists that reflect the entire African Diaspora. He 
has recently formed The Carltaise Ransom Royal Hues Melanin Manor African  
Ensemble Theater in Baltimore, MD. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
      !
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     MOVIE POSTER 
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      PHOTO STILLS 

     Sampson’s Interview at Punchline SF 

 Carltaise performing “Our Own”                                Shade TV with Ivory ! !!!!!!!!!!!!!
         

     The Prophetess Parody         Interview with Dr. William Leap 
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Diasporan Studios 
NotBySightDoc@gmail.com !!
          !
        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE !
      Sometimes You Gotta Laugh To Keep From Cussin’ 
 
ALEXANDRIA, VA - 30 April 2016 - Diasporan Studios is scheduled to release a 
thought-provoking comedy-documentary later this summer titled, Not By Sight. The film 
features Sampson McCormick, an openly gay, African-American comedian, author, and 
activist as he explores the State of Black Culture, Black Socioeconomics, and most 
importantly, the role and wrath of the Black Church. From Washington, D.C. to 
California, the cast is comprised of artists, academic scholars, ministers, and community 
activists who share diverse views from within multidisciplinary fields. The documentary 
establishes a bridge between comedy and spirituality while shedding light on the role 
religion continues to play in defining and shaping identity in the Black GLBTQ 
community. Not By Sight will begin screening in a variety of film festivals throughout the 
world beginning mid-June 2016. The goal of the film is to stir up a long awaited but 
necessary discussion among Queer advocates and Evangelical homophobes. !
As the film approaches its release and expansion, more information may be found 
through the film’s official website www.NotBySightDoc.com as well as its social media 
pages NotBySightDoc@gmail.com, @NotBySightDoc (Twitter), and facebook.com/
NotBySightDocumentary. Exclusive information and behind the scenes footage plans to 
be available for followers as well as updates for screening opportunities. !
Not By Sight is not rooted in the victimization of the GLBTQ community but the 
empowerment and tenured queer presence within the most significant institution of the 
Black community — the Church. Sampson McCormick, who is the 2016 nominee for 
Best Male Comedian in the San Francisco Bay Area headlines this documentary as a 
GLBTQ activist who was raised in the Black Pentecostal church — and survived. He 
sets the tone for the comical commentary of the film and even though a few “bad words” 
slip out, he and the cast try to soften the blow of difficult topics all while helping viewers 
to laugh to keep from cussin’. Overall, the documentary suggests a wholistic approach 
to what it means to “Walk By Faith and Not By Sight” and provides a plethora of 
thought-provoking ideas to create awareness and encourage support through advocacy 
and most significantly… love. !
Diasporan Films is a media subsidiary of Diasporan Studios, a media production and 
consultant group. The headquarters is based on the West End of the City of Alexandria. 
       
      ###
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