
     Community Radio 

 

NEWS VOLUNTEER APPLICATION 

 

 

Name______________________________________________             Date: _________________________ 

Best way to contact you:              phone:___________________    email:______________________________ 

1. Which position are you interested in?  

□    Anchor/Host. You are the lively and compelling voice of the program. Reads reporter stories, conducts 
live interviews, writes copy as needed. Must ad lib as needed and keep the show on track and flowing 
smoothly.  

□    Reporter. Researches and writes stories in broadcast style. Conducts interviews with sources and edits 
audio for airplay. Writes anchor copy. May do field recording. May produce features with reporter 
narration. 

□   Producer. Manages the production of the program, including story selection and length. Digs up story 
ideas. Assigns reporters to stories. Schedules stories in the newscast rundown. Coaches and supports 
reporters. Reports stories as needed. Oversees live broadcast in conjunction with engineer. Troubleshoots 
when things go wrong. 

□    Engineer. Conducts the technical operations of the program. Ensures program begins and ends on time. 
Plays all theme music and audio actualities. Gets interview guests on the phone and patched into studio. 
Makes anchors and guests sound their best. Keeps the program moving. Confers with producer when 
problems occur and adjustments are needed. 

2. If you are interested in reporting, what topics/beats are you interested in?  

□ Environmental Issues                          □ Heath & Wellness                            □ Local Business 

□ Local government                                □ Science / Technology                      □ Poverty & Economics 

□ State government                                □ Labor & Work                                   □ Religion & Spirituality 

□ Arts, Music & Culture                          □ LGBTQ Issues                                  □ Activism &Political Advocacy                     

□ Neighborhoods                                   □ Criminal Justice, Law, Courts           □ Other: ________________  

□ Women’s Issues□                               □ Food, Farming, & Agriculture 

□ Education & Schools                          □ Weather 

□ Elections                                             □ Civil Liberties 

 

3. If you are interested in reporting, which formats appeal to you? Check all that apply. 

□   Breaking News. Responds to immediate, daily events. May involve reporting from events around town. 
Must like the thrill of working under pressure and on deadline. Must be available daytime hours. 

□     Enterprise or Beat Reporting. Develops story ideas not based on press releases. Digs up “scoops”. 
Works on a longer timescale to do more original, in-depth work. 

□    Features. Produce a regular weekly or monthly series on a particular topic. Live or prerecorded 
 



4. Describe any journalism experience you have.  

Circle any that apply: Newspaper / Magazine /Radio / TV / Web / Other 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

5. Describe any writing experience you have. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

6. If you are interested in hosting a program, describe any performance experience you have. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

7. How long can you commit to volunteering at the station? (at least one year is recommended)  

____________________________________ 

8. How many hours can you commit to volunteering each week? __________________________ 

9. How comfortable are you using technology to do the following?  

                                                                        PROFICIENT   SOMEWHAT   NEVER TRIED    HATE IT 

Word Processing                                             □                       □                      □                          □ 

Navigating a Computer Network                     □                       □                      □                          □ 

Using Portable Recorders                               □                       □                      □                          □ 

Sound Editing                                                  □                      □                       □                          □ 

Internet Research                                            □                      □                       □                          □ 

Running a Sound Board                                  □                      □                       □                          □ 

Posting/Uploading to a Website                      □                      □                       □                           □ 

10. What interests you in volunteering for WURK News? What would you like to learn? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanks for applying! 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ For Staff Use _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ 

Contacted ______________________ 
Station tour date_________________ 
Training date ____________________ 
Placed __________________________ 


