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On June 16th, led by NY State Senator Kenneth LaValle and State Assemblyman Steve Englebright, Long Is-

land members of the NY State Senate and Assembly sent letters to U.S. Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten 

Gillibrand showing broad support for the protection of the island’s exemplary natural resources, and strong 

opposition to the federal government’s proposed sale of Plum Island. They explain that the original financial 

reasoning to sell Plum Island no longer applies in light of the island’s reduced value, and anticipated high 

costs of decommissioning the Plum Island Animal Disease Center.  Read the full story, and download the NY  

State Senate letter and the NY Assembly letter.  The Preserve Plum Island Coalition commends Long Island’s 

legislators for taking this bold action, which supports the efforts of our region’s federal legislators to protect 

Plum Island. 

State Senator Kenneth 

LaValle (left); State 

Rep. Steve 

Englebright (right) 

On the heels of their letter to the Appropriation Committee asking for the repeal of the 2009 law that re-

quires the sale of Plum Island and the Plum Island Animal Disease Center, Senators Schumer, Gillibrand, 

Blumenthal, and Murphy joined together and introduced Senate Bill 1675, the “Plum Island Conservation 

Act”, on June 24th. This Senate bill would provide companion legislation to the bill reintroduced in the 

House by Congressman Zeldin (see below). The Act not only eliminates the language of the law requiring the 

sale of the island, but goes further, and requires a report be developed analyzing the potential transfer of the 

island to a federal agency best equipped to conserve the undeveloped portion of the island (80% of the 843 

acre island).  The required report would also identify what the federal government needs to do to address any 

contamination it has caused on the island. To read an article about this exciting new legislation click here. 

Thank you Senators! 

New York Congressman Lee Zeldin’s Bill (HR 1887), which reverses the law that mandates the public sale of Plum Island, is gaining additional 

support. The NY and CT representatives pictured above have joined the bill as co-sponsors, and more are expected to jump on board in the 

weeks to come. The bill has been referred to the Department of Homeland Security’s Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protec-

tion, and Security Technologies. You can track the bill and read an article about the bill here.   We thank the bi-state group of representatives 

for their support! 

After the passage of the Department of Homeland Security’s appropriations bill on 

March 4th, the new National Bio & Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) to be built in  

Manhattan, Kansas, received the remaining money needed for construction at the 

estimated price tag of $1.25 billion. On May 27th officials celebrated the ground-

breaking for the new NBAF, which is to replace the operations of the Plum Island 

Animal Disease Center on Plum Island, New York. It is expected that construction 

will take five years, and opening of the new lab is anticipated in 2022. The Preserve 

Plum Island Coalition  concurs with our NY and CT United States Senators and  

Representatives, and State Legislators, that with the new NBAF having construction 

funding and breaking ground, and Plum Island’s market value having been signifi-

cantly reduced by the town of Southold’s new zoning regulations, there is no compel-

ling reason to sell the nearly 700 acres of publicly owned undeveloped land on this 

amazing island.  To read more about the NBAF groundbreaking click here. 

Politicians in Manhattan, Kansas 

celebrate ground-breaking of the new 

bio-defense lab on May 27th  

On July 1st members of the Steering Committee of the Preserve Plum Island Coalition 

traveled to the State Capitol in Albany to meet with officials of the Department of State. 

The members shared the coalition’s viewpoint that an unfettered sale of Plum Island to the 

highest bidder would not be consistent with New York’s Coastal Management Program, 

and therefore, the island should be retained in public ownership. The State reached similar 

conclusions with, and called for the continued public ownership of, Governors Island in 

New York City, the former Montauk Air Station (now part of Montauk State Park), and 

several other, former federal properties in New York.  Stay tuned, as more on this subject 

will be published in future articles. 

Pictured left to right are: Leah Schmalz, Program Director of Save the Sound, a bi-state 

program of CT Fund for the Environment; Bill Toedter, President of the North Fork Envi-

ronmental Council; Louise Harrison, Principal of Conservation & Natural Areas Planning; 

Bob DeLuca, Executive Director of the Group for the East End; and Sean Mahar, Director 

of Government Relations, Audubon New York. 

W. Tresper Clarke High School  Old Saybrook High School 

After hearing presentations about Plum Island’s natural resources, and the potential loss of the island, students and teachers from the W. 

Tresper Clarke High School in Westbury, NY, and Old Saybrook High School in Old Saybrook, CT, wanted to get involved to protect the island. 

So they set out collecting signatures for the petition to “Save Plum Island.” In just a few weeks the students were able to garner over 400 signa-

tures.  Michele Krause, teacher at the Westbury high school, said, “We just had to help out this cause. There aren’t many islands like this left!” 

High School Ecology Clubs and Science Teachers from New York and 

Connecticut Collect Over 400 Signatures to Save Plum Island  

We are glad to announce our newest members of the Coalition; Seatuck Environmental Association, Parks and Trails New York, East End Sea-

port Museum and Marine Foundation, and the New London Maritime Society. Our list of members is growing, and we would like your  organi-

zation to join too. If you are interested, please contact Stella Miller. You may contact  Stella at stella.miller63@yahoo.com.  

To learn more about the Preserve Plum Island Coalition go to http://preserveplumisland.org/  Join our Facebook page here. To 

remove your name from our mailing list, please email.  
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