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Smallcombe - Bath’s secret garden cemetery

The Smallcombe Cemetery Photographic Competition

!
Can your artist’s eye help to save this beautiful place?!
!

Nestling in a valley and sheltered by an ancient wood, with stunning vistas of the Georgian City to
the fore, Bath’s secret garden cemetery at Smallcombe is among the UK’s first garden cemeteries.
Indeed, its creation is believed by some to have been inspired in part by Père-Lachaise in Paris.

!

The National Trust is very keen to incorporate this especially picturesque cemetery into its Skyline
Walk – the most downloaded NT walk of all. Bath Council is equally supportive as are local
benefactors, both private and corporate.

!

Unfortunately, what makes the cemetery such a poetic experience for visitors of all persuasions also
holds the seeds of its destruction. Nature is rather alarmingly on the reclaim, with trees toppling
walls and saplings pushing over gravestones. Left unchecked, the cemetery will become an
impenetrable thicket within a year or two.

!

A dedicated group of Friends is doing its best both to keep the cemetery open to all and to raise
funding, via the Heritage Lottery Fund. As part of the process - and with invaluable support from
The Royal Photographic Society - the Friends are inviting photographers of all ages to capture the
secret garden cemetery’s magic and its plight on film.

!

Entries will be judged by a panel chaired by Dr Michael Pritchard, Director-General of The Society
and the best will be exhibited at the Octagon at Milsom Place BA1 1BZ, during the week
commencing August 25th 2014, with a number of prizes to be won. Crucially, the best photos will
also be used on a not-for-profit basis to illustrate the bid for Heritage Lottery Funding. Details of
the competition can be found on the website below. The final date for entries is August 7th 2014.

!

Those buried at Smallcombe include one of the first soldiers awarded the Victoria Cross (in1863).
You may also like to seek out the grave of the man who wrote Danny Boy. And why, you might
reasonably ask, is the author of one of the most famous of all Irish songs buried here? Answer: he
was an Englishman, a Bathonian lawyer and lyricist by the name of Frederic Weatherly. So to
borrow from Weatherly’s immortal lyrics: come to Smallcombe while summer’s in the meadow, and
use your artist’s eye to help save this beautiful place for all.

!

If you would like to help in other ways, or become a supporter please visit
www.smallcombegardencemetery.org or contact Alastair Cowan, Chairman of the Friends, on
01225 463905.

!

The Friends very gratefully acknowledge the generous support of:
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Prizes - include a £300 voucher generously sponsored by Ace Optics of Bath
www.aceoptics.co.uk to spend at their shop at 16 Green Street, BA1 2JZ.

!

Tea for two (or your family) at the National Trust, Prior Park. The Trust have
generously sponsored this prize and will invite you to visit behind the scenes at their
Bath HQ in the Park before taking tea.

!
Further prizes to be announced.
!
Competition Rules
!

General!
1. The competition is open to all participants.!
2. There is no entry fee!
3. The subject should show Smallcombe Cemetery!

!

Entries!
4. Photographers may enter up to 10 individual digital images. For images up to A3 they should
have either: a maximum width of 3508 pixels or a maximum height of 4961 pixels as either Jpeg or
tiff files.This is to allow them to be printed up to A3 at 300dpi for display purposes!
5. Images must be the sole work of the entrant!
6. Images may be manipulated!
7. The organisers may exclude any images which, in its opinion, are likely to cause offence!
8. The competition will close for judging at 1200 GMT on 7th August 2014!
9. The images are judged anonymously!
10. The selectors' decision is final!
11. The selected prints will be exhibited!

!

Prizes!
12. Prizes will be awarded to selected entrants. There are no cash alternatives.!

!

Personal Data!
13. The organisers may hold and process all personal information which is supplied, in relation to
the competition!
14. The organisers will not pass on email addresses or personal data to any third party!
15. By entering the competition, you agree to receive emails from the organisers.!

!

Copyright and Reproduction!
16. The images entered into the competition must not infringe any copyright or other intellectual
property right of any third party!
17. The entrant will indemnify the organisers in respect of any third party claims If the copyright of
or other intellectual property rights of any third party have been infringed!
18. The copyright of all entries remains with the photographer!
19. The photographer will be credited if the image is used by the organisers!
20. Entrants will allow their work to be exhibited and/or reproduced free of charge always provided
such exhibition and reproduction is on a not-for-profit basis and in connection with the competition
or Smallcombe Cemetery!
21. The organisers will advise entrants of other organisations wishing to use competition entries for
commercial gain (e.g. to sell as postcards, calendars) that it is their responsibility alone to
negotiate any such commercial usage directly with the photographer in question.!

!

Acceptance of Rules and Conditions of Entry!
22. Submission of any entry implies acceptance of the Rules and Conditions of Entry.!
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How to send the Photographs to the Judges

!
Please send an email with your photos attached(no more than 10) to this address:
!
smallcombephotocompetition@gmail.com
!

Please type: smallcombe photo competition in the email Subject Box.
Please confirm your name and state if 18 or under as there will be a young photographer prize
category.

!

Alternatively, if you prefer to hand in prints, please deliver to 39 Sydney Buildings BA2 6DB
between 10am and 12noon on August 7th 2014 only. Prints cannot be accepted on any other day.

!
How to find the Cemetery
!

Smallcombe Cemetery can be approached by public footpath across National Trust Land. The map
below shows its location. Please note there is no parking at Smallcombe, but the walking route
only takes 15 minutes from the Abbey or Sydney gardens along the canal, and provides a
wonderful walk with views of the City and the Cemetery as you approach it.

Smallcombe Cemetery
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