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President’s Comments: April is when the Department of Defense and all of us celebrate the Month of the 
Military Child. In addition to that, there’s even a grassroots movement now underway to try and designate April 
30th as the nation’s official Military Brats Day. Of course, the term “Military Brat” refers to the son or daughter 
of a career military family, sometimes referred to as a dependent child. That’s the “kid” who routinely answers 
the complicated question, “Where are you from?”  Those military children have all made many personal 
sacrifices as they lived military family life, a subculture that the general public does not fully appreciate.   
 
   The military kids often live daily life with one or both of their parents either working extra long duty hours, 
gone away on a Temporary Duty assignment, or deployed to a hostile fire zone. The kids have to frequently 
change schools, leaving their friends behind and moving to new cities. Sometimes, their parents are assigned to 
small overseas “outposts” with limited facilities, thereby requiring the children to either take long bus rides to 
reach schools at far away main bases or attend DODDS boarding schools in another country. In some foreign 
countries, the kids go without popular toys at Christmas, and teens can’t find trendy attire. Plus, military kids 
overseas are sometimes in harm’s way during a crisis until dependents are evacuated, like in Turkey last year.   
 
   The upshot is that the military children have to grow up fast. Fortunately, they have their military parent(s) as 
role models; that is, the kids learn the true meaning of responsibility, accountability and integrity. They also 
develop a world-view because they experience so much more in terms of travel and culture. Interestingly, many 
kids contribute to the success of the military mission by working as Summer Hires in paid jobs involving 
administrative assistance, facilities maintenance, etc. Ultimately, many of the “kids” continue following their 
parent’s footsteps by joining the military when they come of age. Some sociologists even hypothesize that this 
practice may give rise to a “Warrior Class” where just a tiny segment of our population serves in the military. 
 
   Among the many important military leaders who started out in life as military brats are General Norman 
Schwarzkopf and Admiral Thad Allen—Coast Guard Commandant. There are also a few important military brat 
politicians, including Senator John McCain and House Speaker Newt Gingrich. Interestingly, renowned author 
Pat Conroy—himself a Military Brat—vigorously campaigned to recognize the children of military families as a 
legitimate subculture. Conroy wrote The Great Santini—a very illuminating novel about military children.  
 
   Many of our chapter members have spawned military brats, and they may even be military brats themselves! 
If so, www.militarybrat.com is a website that aids military brats in establishing or reestablishing contact with 
each other.  Also, the “Useful Links” page of our chapter website has a link to www.militarybratlife.com, a 
superb website that offers info and blogs relevant to the sons and daughters of military personnel. So, during the 
Month of the Military Child, we’re faced with a perplexing question: Is the term “Military Brat” an unfortunate 
misnomer or is it a respectful term of endearment? Any military parent knows the answer to that question.  
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Captain Ehrhardt swears in LTC Davenport and LTC Cole 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Very Special Speaker: The guest speaker at our last 
meeting/dinner was Captain (USN-Ret.) Doug 
Ehrhardt—our MOAA State Council President. His 
biography is far too extensive to cover here; so, 
we’ll just mention that he (the Doctor) served in the 
Medical Service Corps, primarily engaged in 
Preventative Medicine and Disease Control. After 
retiring from the Navy, he held key positions in the 
Office of Naval Research and the Uniformed 
Services University. Doug discussed the need for 
MOAA to better market itself in order to attract 
officers who have yet to join. He then provided 
insight into MOAA’s lobbying activity and “Storm 
the Hill” events, including some great results of that 
activity. Doug also gave a full description of the 
upcoming MOAA NC Conference in Williamsburg, 
explaining that this event will only cost about 25% 
of what it would be for a person to organize it on 
their own. After speaking, he administered the Oath 
of Office to two new officers on our chapter’s staff.  
 
 

	

Locally Built Combat/Surveillance Aircraft: The 
“Archangel” aircraft is designed and produced by a firm 
headquartered in Mooresville, NC. It has the DNA of a 
big crop duster type aircraft but it’s purpose-built as a 
tactical airframe. This 36 foot long and 57 foot wide 
turboprop aircraft conducts long duration military or 
civil security air operations—up to ten hours. The 
tandem/dual cockpit aircraft is a multirole platform, 
cable of stand off and close air support missions. Its 
ultra high-tech avionics provide full situational 
awareness, including the ground picture; plus, it can 
laser designate targets. The aircraft has seven exterior 
“hard-points” to carry ordnance payloads totaling about 
3,000 pounds. It can also be fitted with protective armor 
in critical areas. The “Archangel” can operate out of 
rugged, austere airfields. Extensive info is available at: 
www.iomax.net. (Click on “Media” to view videos.)	

 
   DAYS TO FLY THE FLAG!  
March 3rd – Navy Reserve Birthday 
March 29th – Vietnam Veterans Day 
April 14th – Air Force Reserve Birthday 
April 5th – Gold star Wives Day 
April 23 – Army Reserve Birthday 
April 30th – Military Brats Day 
 

 Archangel configured for one of its many missions types 
 

Winners	of	MOAA	Education	Assistance!	
Three	 students	 in	 our	 chapter’s	 area	 are	
benefitting	from	MOAA’s	Scholarship	Fund:		
						-	Shannon	M.	O’Rourke	(Mooresville)	
						-	Rachel	A.	Sanford	(Mooresville)	
						-	Gordon	T.	Cotton	(Conover)	
	

	

	 Your	Chapter	website:	www.moaacvc.org 
MOAA	Take	Action:	www.moaa.org/takeaction/ 
	

IOMAX	Press	Photo	



3	
	

 
New AAFES Shoppers: A recent DoD policy change allows 16 million honorably discharged veterans to shop 
on-line for discounted military exchange products starting in November. The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service (AAFES) is expanding on-line exchange shopping to all honorably-discharged veterans with access to 
computers for essentially two reasons: One is to reward their service with exchange product savings that, on 
average, will be near to 20 percent versus commercial department store prices when military exemption from 
state and local sales tax are considered too. The other purpose is to increase exchange revenues to help offset 
troubling declines due to the drawdown of active duty forces and base closures. (Paraphrased from MOAA news item) 
 
VA’s Camp Lejeune Water Policy: The VA has established a presumption of service connection for diseases 
associated with exposure to contaminants in the Camp Lejeune, NC water supply. The new VA regulation 
covers persons stationed there for at least thirty days between August 1, 1953 and December 31, 1987. Diseases 
covered under this initiative are: adult leukemia, aplastic anemia and other myelodysplastic syndromes, bladder 
cancer, kidney cancer, liver cancer, multiple myeloma, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, and Parkinson’s disease. 
 
Scam Targeting PayPal Users: Some of us have received what appear to be valid e-mails from PayPal 
informing recipients about a questionable charge on their PayPal account. They’re instructed to click on a 
button (link) and log in to dispute the erroneous charge. However, this particular e-mail is a trick to get a User-
ID and password so the scammer can gain access to the victim’s PayPal account that’s tied to their credit card.  
 
Follow the Sun: A rare total solar eclipse will cut a swath across the U.S. on Monday, August 21st.  The Line of 
Totality will pass through extreme western NC, but all of us will get to experience much of this rare event. For 
example, Statesville will experience 90% partial eclipse. Details and map are at American Astronomical Society 
website: https://eclipse.aas.org.  Besides clicking on “Events,” be sure to click on the “Eye Safety” tab! 
 
Thanks to Us: Our chapter received thank you letters from all four charities that received annual donations 
from our Benevolent Fund, including our special donation to the Homeless Veterans Transition Facility in 
Statesville that recently began its operations. Frances Liburdi won the charity raffle at our last dinner. After 
frantically searching for her lost ticket, she kindly donated nearly all of her winnings to the Benevolent Fund. 
 
Homeless Veterans Stand Down: We’re going to participate again in the annual Foothills Homeless Veterans 
Stand Down event, being held April 21st at a new location: Catawba Valley Community College, 2550 U.S. 
Hwy 70, Hickory. We’re providing funds at the “Major Sponsor” level, and our MOAA logo will again be 
displayed on event T-Shirts. Chapter members are encouraged to visit the event website to volunteer for the 
short time-slot and type of duty you prefer; last year eight of us helped out. It’s very easy and highly rewarding 
duty; although, it does require visiting the facility a day ahead of time to be briefed on procedures and safety. 
Go to www.foothillsstanddown.com and click on “2017 Event” for more info; then click on “Volunteer 
Application” for a form that can be either e-mailed or fax’d to event organizers.  If you volunteer, please let us 
know via e-mail to moaacvc@hotmail.com, just so we have a head-count of our chapter’s event participants.  
 
MOAA NC Convention: The NC Council of Chapters State Convention is being held September 7-10 at the 
Williamsburg Lodge (5-Star!), in historic Williamsburg, VA. The four days, three nights, all-meals-included 
event is $1,570 per couple and $1,270 single person. Reservation form and $350 deposit are due April 14, 2017, 
and there is an option to purchase cancellation insurance for a small fee. For full details of the event and a 
reservation form, visit: www.moaa-nc.org, click on “Calendar,” then click on “NCCOC State Convention.”  By 
clicking on “Program Info,” you’ll see that there’ll be limited business activity and mostly recreational activity.  
 
Health Care News: Just in case you haven’t heard, three recent TRICARE revisions benefit military families:  
1.) TRICARE Standard families will no longer pay a cost share for well-child screening and preventative visits. 
2.) TRICARE now covers the new “Cologuard” exam as a much easier method to screen for colorectal cancer.  
3.) New genetic counseling and testing is now covered for women identified to be at high risk for breast cancer.  
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER - 

ARMY: Sig Sauer won a $580 million contract to provision the Army with P320 pistols to replace the M9 9mm 
service pistol. P320s can be fitted with a silencer and can be configured to fire three different calibers of ammo.	
NAVY: SECNAV recently announced that Annapolis, Maryland will serve as the commissioning site for the 
future USS Sioux City (LCS 11) Littoral Combat Ship; it’s 378 feet long and “sails” at speeds over 40 knots! 
 
MARINES: Dismounted Marines are receiving “smart phones” to pinpoint target locations and call in close air, 
artillery and naval fire support. This device has a laser range finder, video downlink receiver, and voice radio.  
 
AIR FORCE: A $2.1 billion contract was recently awarded to Boeing for a third lot of KC-46A Pegasus air-to-
air refueling tankers. This small increment of 15 aircraft gives the USAF a current total of 34 Pegasus tankers.  
 
Schedule: General Membership Events: March 23rd, May 25th, July 22nd Picnic, September 28th, and the 
November 30th Christmas Party. Board Meetings: April 27th, June 22nd, August 24th, October 26th, and Dec 21st.   
 

Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS), 
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific 
(any or all three) annotated check to our Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601.   
 

Treasury: Nearly all members have paid dues, and USAA sent us $300 to use for the Homeless Veterans event.  
 

Join Our Chapter: A one-page membership application form is posted on the Join Chapter button on our 
chapter website homepage: www.moaacvc.org. Mailing address for the application is shown on the form itself.  
 

CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Chapter President: Colonel Joe Cansler   Director: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
1st Vice President: Captain Allen Stewart  Director: LTC James Cole 
2nd Vice President: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt  Director: LTC David Imschweiler  
3rd Vice President: LTC Cliff Davenport   Director: Colonel Bob Barton 
Secretary: Major Dennis McClish   Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker 
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson   Membership Chair: Vacant 
Chaplain: WO3 (Reverend) Robert Herron  JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
Programs Chairman: Vacant    Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi 
 

Note: The Catawba Valley Chapter is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and 
         its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or designation. 
-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-			

 
 

This is my reservation for the MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter meeting/dinner on March 23rd at Lake Hickory Country 
Club.  Cocktails/social time starts at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. Guest Speaker is LTC (Dr.) Dana 
Tucker, briefing on his recent one-year deployment to the Balkans and other NC (Joint) National Guard mission activity.  
 

Name of Attendee(s):      ____________________ &   _______________________ & ____________________ 
 
Dinner Entrée Choices:   ______Pork/Apple Medallions  &  _______ Broiled Tilapia &  ________ Veggie Plate 
 
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than March 20th, a Monday to:  

 
CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601 

RESERVATION FOR CHAPTER GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

	
“MOAA	Catawba	Valley	Chapter”	
	


