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MP Holloway 
on Ukip, war 
and principles

A
DAM Holloway 
brings some bag-
gage with him 
when it comes to 
speaking to the 

local media. 
At times openly hostile and 

frequently doubting their 
motives, he has been known 
to end conversations, if in-
deed he speaks to you at all, 
in a manner which makes 
hostility seem too pleasant a 
word.

But then as a former investi-
gative reporter who built up 
his reputation with the likes of 
Panorama, ITN, World in Ac-
tion and the Sunday Times, it 
is perhaps forgiveable that 
when once asked by one local 
reporter where he intended to 
spend his holiday, he simply 
retorted “f*** off” and told 
them to go and do some “prop-
er journalism”.

Yet Adam Holloway, in per-
son, is all rather disarming 
and charming.

He’s a tough, no-nonsense 
sort of MP, and one who 
doesn’t suffer fools gladly.

At 49, he’s already served 
with distinction in the British 
Army, in the Grenadier 

Guards during both Iraq 
wars.

A man of principle, he ad-
mits he kissed goodbye to a 
ministerial career by his 
stance on the ever-conten-
tious issue of Europe.

Frequently linked with a 
possible switch to Ukip – prob-
ably as a consequence – you’d 
be hard pushed to bet against 
him still rising up the ranks 
should the Conservatives 
cling to power next May. 

But then Mr Holloway is not 
your normal MP. His motiva-
tions are very much of his 
own making.

“When I worked in TV in 
London,” he explains, as we 
meet in the office of a constitu-
ent he was visiting, “I used to 
deliberately park my car on 
double yellow lines at night 
when I was out. 

“Then I’d set my alarm to go 
off about 20 minutes before 
the traffic wardens could get 
my car with a ticket, and I’d 
dash across London. I used the 
fear of a ticket to motivate me 
into action.”

Unusual, perhaps, but dif-
ferent strokes for different 
folks, as they say.

OPEN: MP Adam Holloway chats to KoS reporter Jamie Weir

As he turns up a little late 
for our meeting, he arrives in 
running shorts and a thread 
bare fleece.

“Do you want a typical 
‘Tory boy’ interview,” he asks, 
“or just to be myself?”

Born in Faversham, his fa-
ther was the Reverend Roger 
Holloway OBE, a man whose 
background included spells as 
a solider, big game hunter, ac-
tor, international wine and 
spirit merchant and an Angli-
can priest.

He, too, had dabbled in poli-
tics, standing for the Tories in 
1966 in east London, but los-
ing out to Labour. 

Following his death in 
2010, aged 76, the obituary in 
the Daily Telegraph described 
him as “an Anglican priest 
like no other. Irascible and at 
times provocative, he was 
mischievously irreverent and 
often tempted to shock”.

Perhaps that’s where his 
son gets it from.

Adam Holloway attended 
the plush Cranleigh School as 
a boarder in Surrey, before go-
ing on to Magdalene College, 
Cambridge.

After being promoted to the 

Adam Holloway has been a soldier in the Iraq 
wars, an investigative journalist and as a        
Conservative MP describes Ukip as “good people 
with sound views”. Jamie Weir goes to meet one 
of Kent’s most fascinating politicians






