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I hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful summer we’ve been having.  Even though it’s summer many 
of us at KCC have still been busy at work.  Here’s a glimpse of the latest happenings on campus. 
 
Venus Transit Viewing at Russian Fort and PMRF 
On Tuesday, June 5, 2012 Venus passed directly between Earth and the Sun.  Dr. Michael Hannawald 
and the Physical Science department set up camp all day long at the Russian Fort to capture it all.   
 
Historically this rare alignment is how we measured the 
size of the solar system.  In this project Dr. Hannawald 
took advantage of the Venus transit and educated 
everyone in the use of telescopes and the physics 
background that was used in order to calculate the 
dimensions of our solar system. 
 
The event was a great success with over 90 students, 
faculty, staff, and visitors from as far as Stuttgart, 
Germany, stopping by throughout the day to see the 
historic event that won’t occur again for another 105 
years!  It was a great event and a great way for KCC to get out in local community.  Congratulations 
and thank you to Michael, former instructor Marshal Mock, and students Chloe Stokes, Travis Manning, 
Haley Adamic, and Jin-Wah Lau for letting us share in this historical and rare phenomena! 
 
While Dr. Hannawald was at the Russian Fort, Dr. James Dire also setup telescopes for viewing for 
employees of PMRF at the base. 
 
 

 
 

NASA Summer Fellowship Projects at KCC 
Two UH Manoa students have received NASA Space Grant Fellowships and will be spending six 
weeks at the HSFL KCC (Hawaii Space Flight Laboratory at Kauai CC).  Jacob Matutino (Waimea High 



School) is majoring in computer engineering and Kolby Javinar (Kauai High School) is in the electrical 
engineering program.  The laboratory has an operational satellite tracking station and an earth weather 
station that the Fellows will learn to operate and maintain.   
They will be installing a solar weather station to monitor the solar radio spectrum and solar flare activity 
that create geomagnetic storms on our planet.  When fully operational the intent is to join e-Callisto, 
International Network of Solar Radio Spectrometers, that continuously monitors the solar spectrum 24 
hours a day throughout the year.  Both earth and space weather will be monitored during the operation 
of the tracking station. They will also develop a proposal to build a CubeSat (10 cm or 4” cubed 
satellite) that could be launched along with UHM’s LEOS (Low Earth Orbit Satellite).  This would add 
another building block to the capabilities of the electronics technology program and the HSFL at KCC 
and create problem-based learning opportunities that closely parallel operations in the high technology 
industry. 
 
KCC continues to lead the way with innovative and exciting programs.  We are playing an important 
role in supporting the efforts of HSFL-Manoa and I would like to thank Francis Takahashi for all of his 
hard work in getting this program off the ground. 
 
INBRE II - 2012 Summer Undergraduate 
Research Internship Program 
Congratulations to Kauai CC student, Patricia 
Fewkes for her selection to participate in the 
INBRE II (IDeA Network for Biomedical Research 
Excellence ) – 2012 Summer Undergraduate 
Research Internship program.  INBRE II is 
intended to expand and develop Hawaii's 
competitive biomedical research capacity. It will 
do this by increasing collaboration between the 
primary research departments at the University of 
Hawaii and other academic institutions, 
community colleges, and other biomedical 
research organizations within the State of Hawaii. 
Patricia is part of SURI (Summer Undergraduate 
Research Internship) which is a collaborative 
program between the primary research 
departments at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and other academic institutions and community 
olleges of Hawaii.   
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Patricia is working on a non-chemical nematode management approach through the use of sunn he
(Crotalaria juncea). Sunn hemp is already proved as a plant-parasitic nematode suppressive cover 
crop, but the required amount of sunn hemp is still questionable. Therefore, Patricia is trying to find out 
an effective amount of sunn hemp to suppress one of the most dominant plant-parasitic nematodes of 
Hawaii, reniform nematode
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UCHH Culinary Arts Articulation Agreement 
The much anticipated Culinary Arts Articulation Agreement has been completed thanks to the efforts of
the culinary arts faculty and Bonnie Honma.  The new agreement will provide a mechanism which wil



College receive college credits for the mastery of program and student learning outcomes gained in 
courses taken at another Culinary Arts Program from a participating Community College. 
 
The Articulation Agreement between Hawaii Community College, Kapiolani Community College, Kauai 
Community College, Leeward Community College, and the University of Hawaii Maui College will 
remain in effect until January 2015.   
 
 
AA in Hawaiian Studies Approved 
A new Associate in Arts degree in Hawaiian Studies was unanimously approved at the University of 
Hawaii Board of Regents meeting held on May 17th.  The degree was collaboratively developed by the 
community college campuses to prepare students to transfer to a Hawaiian studies baccalaureate 

degree path at UH Mānoa or UH Hilo.  It also offers 
students an associate degree that provides 
qualifications beneficial in the workforce or other 
areas of study where knowledge of the host culture is 
desired. 
 
Establishing this AA degree will help to preserve the 
Hawaiian culture, values, and language here on 
Kauai, while opening multiple opportunities for 
student.  Congratulations to Vice Chancellor James 
Dire and the Hawaiian Studies department for playing 
an important role in this momentous achievement! 
 
 
 

 
Pua Palmeria Graduates from Leadership Kauai 
Leadership Kauai is an adult program that joins a cross-section of 20 Kauai adults to further develop 
their leadership skills.  The mission of the organization is to ensure a source of qualified and committed 
leaders on Kauai.  The program focuses on enhanced leadership skills, accountability for delivering 
results, preparedness to address issues and keep organizations moving forward and much more.  As 
part of the program, participant teams learn and work to resolve important community issues. 
 
Our very own Pua Palmeria along with 15 other Kauai business people graduated from Leadership 
Kauai on June 15, 2012.  Pua hopes to challenge herself to use the skills she acquired in the year-long 
program to benefit the college and community as well.  She will continue to give back to the community 
via volunteerism in the Leadership Kauai Alumni Network (LKAN). 
 

              

http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/
http://www.hilo.hawaii.edu/

