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P-CEP Marching Band wins states!
Look for online updates and 

read full story in December issue

Chiefs Boys Soccer takes states

Photos courtesey of Canton athletics

Inset: Ammar Chishti, Chris Dooley 
and Sam Belcher play defense dur-
ing the state championship game.

Above: Fans cheer on the Chiefs at 
the state championship.

Left: Seniors Carter Schenk, Andrew 
Loehnis, Jay Krebs, Ammar Chishti, 
Dylon DaSilva, Kyle Mettlach, 
Chris Dooley, Andrew Murphy, Sam 
Belcher, Nick Wendel and Jack 
Zemanski celebrate the team’s state 
championship.

P-CEP got a healthy dose of leader-
ship when two representatives per grade 
from each school were bused in from 
their respective elementary and middle 
schools to converse and share ideas with 
other elected leaders. The purpose of 
the P-CCS Student Leadership Council 
is to promote connectivity and leader-
ship among students in the commu-
nity. The chosen leaders were carefully 
hand-picked by teachers, counselors and 
administration.

“I was approached by Mr. Heard. He 
explained to me what the program would 
be like,” said Hunter Thornhill, Canton 
junior. “I was chosen for my excellent 
leadership skills.” 

Not only were high-school kids 
chosen for their strides in leadership, but 
younger kids were too. Students in grades 
4-12 were chosen to become a part of 
this group that will meet four more times 
throughout this year to discuss leader-
ship development and possible service 
projects. “One day I was in my class and 

the principal came in and asked to see me. 
She told me I was picked and said, ‘Con-
gratulations, you’ll be very good,’” said Mia 
Graim, Allen fifth grader. 

After all the kids had their fill of compli-
mentary bagels and yogurt parfaits, cour-
tesy of P-CEP, Dr. Michael Meissen, school 
superintendent, took the floor to explain why 
the kids were there.

 “You are here because we believe in you 
and what we do as educators, to help you 
learn and grow; we do better when we work 
with you.” said Meissen. “If you’re part of a 
community, it’s bigger than just you; if you’re 
part of a school district, it’s a collection of 
a bunch of schools, a bunch of different 
age levels, with a bunch of different back-
grounds, and yet we all come together as one 
team. You’re part of our team, a team of one, 
the P-CCS team.”

The first thing the new leadership team 
did was to discuss what makes a good leader. 
According to representatives, a leader is 
responsible, kind, helpful, confident, coura-
geous, caring, considerate and selfless. A goal 
that was expressed to the council was to be 
a top school in the country, by way of the 
leadership council. The administrators hope 

to use the council as a way to ignite passion 
in other kids at the schools and to eradicate 
passivity. It’s the idea that these kids will use 
their interesting traits to lead in unique ways 
and to use their abilities to help out their 
community. By making kids the leaders for 
the new movements of community building, 
the student population will become stake-
holders in the way the school community is 
run. 

P-CCS has teamed up with United Way, 
which has provided assistance for 70 years. 
United Way is a non-profit organization that 
is a national system of volunteers, contribu-
tors and local charities helping people in 
their own communities. Representatives 
elected to work on the basic needs of the 
community by focusing on providing shelter 
to those in need. 

So what does a leader do exactly? “When 
someone isn’t feeling good or is having a bad 
day, you can help them and lead them.” said 
Ali Elhage, Central sixth grader. “A leader 
brings the community together.” said Saman-
tha McGrath, Canton junior.  

The leadership council will meet five more 
times throughout the year. The next meeting 
will take place on Dec. 3 at Tonda.

Photo by Alyce Krumm
Park students welcome elementary school students to Plymouth High School for 
leadership conference.

Students attend leadership conference
By Alyce Krumm and 

Ryann Castleman

By David Cook and Alex Mercurio

Canton clinches title with 1-0 win over Rochester Adams

The Chiefs have won the state soccer championship for the second 
time in four years. It all started as a dream, 12 seniors on their way 
out after the conclusion of this year. They all had one goal in com-
mon: to win the state championship.  The Chiefs went undefeated 
and went the distance to secure another state title. 

It was a chilly noon kickoff on Saturday Nov. 1, at Brighton High 
School’s brand new turf stadium. The Chiefs squared off with the 
Highlanders of Rochester Adams for the second time this season 
after tying the first game. 

It started off hot for the Chiefs, keeping the ball in the offensive 
zone and adding pressure to the Highlanders whenever they had the 
ball. The first half the wind was at the Chiefs’ back, which helped 
Canton junior Jason Ren snipe top cheddar to make the game 1-0 
halfway through the first half. 

From then on, the Chiefs never looked back, securing a 1-0 win 
and closing out the season with a state championship. For the seniors, 
it was their last game as Chiefs, and senior captain Sam Belcher 
added his thoughts on leaving the Chiefs on a high note: “It’s really 
bittersweet because I know I will never play another high school 
game again, but there is no better way to end my high school soccer 
career than with a state championship. We all knew from the start of 
the season a state championship was the goal and to finally achieve 
that goal is an overwhelming feeling. Looking back at my freshman 
year when I watched the 2011 team win states, I never thought I 
would ever be in the same position as them.”

The Chiefs started their playoff campaign against Park rivals, 
Salem, on Oct. 13. They held off the Rocks in a 5-4 penalty kick deci-
sion. 

The next game was the District Semi-finals which was against the 
Zebras of Wayne Memorial, who were demolished by the Chiefs 8-0. 
The District finals game was no different when the Chiefs shutout the 
Churchill Chargers 4-0. After beating Dearborn in a 2-1 decision, the 
Chiefs played the Northville Mustangs in the Regional Finals. 

The Mustangs drew first blood within 20 minutes of the first half. 
But, as time expired to end the half, Carter Schenk found a way to 
score with just one second left on the clock. 

Loehnis was not the starter throughout the regular season but was 
given the nod to start for the playoff campaign.

“When I was chosen to go in, I got the mindset that I had to be a 
leader and I had to always think positively; I tried to be more vocal 
to my teammates by directing them and telling them what was going 
on,” said Loehnis. “My confidence was high; I knew there was no 
room for mistakes.”

The State Semi-Final was hosted at Holt High School a few miles 
south of Lansing. Despite a scoreless first half, the Chiefs were able 
to take advantage early in the second half as Olson scored, then Jack 
Zemanski added an insurance goal with 10 minutes to go to seal the 
victory and a berth in the state championship game. 

“It was the best feeling in the world.  I was so excited and happy 
for our team. Also it is great to set a goal and accomplish it,” said 
junior midfielder Alex Yokley.  

“I feel really good about next year, We have many key players 
coming back. Although we lose some important guys from our team 
like Jack Zemanski, Carter Schenk, Kyle Mettlach, Chris Dooley and 
Sam Belcher, we have plenty of incoming and returning guys that can 
step in their place,” said junior midfielder Jimmy Walkinshaw.

“It was the best feeling 
in the world. 

I was so excited and happy 
for our team.” - Alex Yokley

‘Dancing at Lughnasa’ opens tonight
By Andrew Withers
Co-Features Editor

The Park Players have done it again, of-
fering fun and quality entertainment in the 
form of their latest production, “Dancing 
At Lughnasa,” by Brian Friel. 

The play tells of a boy’s childhood spent 
in rural Ireland with his mother and aunts. 
Tension rises as internal and external fac-
tors threaten to rip the family apart. The 

story is told through the recollections of the 
boy, now an adult.

This will be the Park Players’ first produc-
tion of the 2014-2015 school year. 

Showtimes are Nov. 14, 15, 21 and 22, all 
at 7 p.m. at the Gloria Logan Auditorium at 
Salem High School. 

Tickets are $10 at the door, or may be 

reserved by email at paul.bird@pccsk12.com. 
The Park Players return to the stage for 

their next play, a comedy, “The Complete 
Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged)” 
Dec. 5, 6, 12 and 13 at 7 p.m. in the DuBois 
Little Theatre at Canton High School. Tickets 
are $10.
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Few things reveal the strength and bonds of a community more 
than times of need and tragedy, such as what occurred Oct. 17 at the 
home of Salem freshman Roksana “Roxy” Sikorski.

According to The Detroit Free Press, with the encouragement 
of her 23-year-old boyfriend, Michael Rivera, Sikorski allegedly 
stabbed her 12-year-old brother in the throat as he slept. It is alleged 
that Sikorski and Rivera planned to kill her entire family so they 
could be together; however, the attack was interrupted by her par-
ents, and Sikorski fled her home in her boyfriend’s car. Authorities 
intercepted the two the next morning at a home on the southwest 
side of Detroit; the brother continues to recover.

Due to the nature of the crime, legal authorities have chosen 
to prosecute Sikorski without minority protections. “Bluntly, it is 
rare for this office to charge a 15-year-old as an adult. However, 
the alleged facts in this case strongly warrant this decision,” Wayne 
County Prosecutor Kym Worthy said in a press release on Oct. 23. 
“The actions of this defendant are truly haunting.” 

“The first step when something like this happens is police in-
volvement,” said Kim Villarosa, Salem principal. “If it’s something 
that may potentially affect the learning climate here at P-CEP, the 
police will directly contact the principal of the affected school.” 
From there, a chain reaction of contact between faculty members 
allows them to prepare. “After I’ve been contacted by law enforce-
ment, I’ll let a special group of people know the details about the 
incident. Each school has what’s called a Crisis Team. This is a team 
of administrators, law enforcement officers, counselors, social work-
ers and psychologists who are equipped to deal with situations like 
this,” Villarosa said.

While students may be curious and irritated at the lack of infor-
mation during these events, Villarosa said, “It’s very important not to 
release any sensitive information early on. Not only do we not want 
to affect the police investigation, we don’t want to violate anyone’s 
personal privacy.”

Around the Park and Plymouth-Canton community, many sup-
port networks are available for distraught students. “Counselors are 
trained to provide emotional assistance in whatever way is needed,” 
said Villarosa. “If the student is in need of additional assistance, 
plenty of help is available both on and off campus.”

Villarosa added, “We never felt that the student in question was a 
danger to the student body.”

Nevertheless, Sikorski’s behavior baffled many, even those who 
knew her.

“It did shock me,” said Madison Rosiewicz, a freshman at Salem 
and friend of Sikorski’s. “Roxy was always really nice and funny. She 
was one of those people that made the whole class laugh.”

Plymouth senior Emma Belanger agrees that Sikorski should be 
tried as an adult. “She wanted to act like an adult and date an older 
man, and she wanted everyone to accept that, but now that being 
treated like an adult would result in severe punishment she conve-
niently does not want to be one.” 

Catholic Central senior Ryan Doyle expressed sympathy towards 
Sikorski, but felt that “the mind of a child would never incline them 
to stab her own brother in the neck. That’s an adult decision. Murder 
is an adult action.”

Not all students agreed, however. “She was manipulated by her 
boyfriend. Her brain is still developing and she can’t be totally 
blamed for her actions,” said Canton senior Todd Israel. “She needs 
help, not jail.” 

Salem senior Melissa Parent felt similarly. “She obviously has 
problems and instead of sending her to jail, she needs to see a coun-
selor.” 

Other students objected the decision due to Sikorski’s age. “She’s 
only 15,” said Salem junior Rebecca Grossmann. “She was following 
the orders of an older man and had multiple problems.”

According to information released by her family to The Free 
Press, Sikorski did indeed have a troubled background. Her parents 
adopted her and two siblings from a Polish orphanage 10 years ago, 
where the children had suffered abuse and malnutrition. Neglect at 
this stage of life has been known to lead to Reactive Attachment Dis-
order, a condition marked by a difficulty establishing relationships 
and developing social skills. 

“She was very vulnerable; she has a mental disorder and she 
needs help,” Laurene Sikorski, Roksana’s mother, told Channel 4 
News. “I want to make sure she gets help.”

A number of students interviewed expressed shock regarding the 
details of the incident. But beyond the gruesome details and the legal 

controversy, a simple story remains. The story of a community who 
came together to make it through a dark time, and the story of a girl 
charged with committing a serious crime and devastating a family.

“We have a very strong bond with our daughter,” Laurene Sikor-
ski told The Free Press. “We’re not disowning her. We’re not going to 
throw her back.”

By Andrew Withers
Co-Features Editor

Community rallies after student accused of stabbing

Plymouth-Canton has increased the number of administrative 
staff on payroll by 16 percent over the past five years, according to 
Mark Horvath, school board treasurer. 

At the same time, the number of students attending the district 
has decreased by 9 percent and the number of teachers by 6 percent 
in the same time frame. 

“In some cases I think we’ve spent too much on administrators,” 
said Horvath. “We’ve added new administrators at the same time 
we’ve reduced staff. In a business model we talk about variable costs 
and fixed costs. Administrators are typically fixed costs and teachers 
are variable costs. When you increase your fixed cost in a declining 
revenue base it’s always bad for the business.”

Despite a declining enrollment of students, an increase in admin-
istrative staff could be justified by improving the quality of education 
in the district. However, according to a report given to the school 
board, Horvath also stated that despite the increase in administra-
tive staff, there has been no discernible improvement in academic 
achievement throughout the district for an additional cost of $3 

million per year. 
With a declining number of students as well as no tangible effect 

on student achievement, the administration of this district has argu-
ably expanded without any regard to the amount of work that needs 
to be done. 

When asked about this issue, the district superintendent, Michael 
Meissen, said that $700,000 had been cut from the administrative 
budget just this year. 

“I would submit to you that the perception is that [the adminis-
trative staff] is growing, and that’s not true,” said Meissen.

Horvath agreed with the $700,000 figure but said it was part of 
an across-the-board cut to staff funding and did not shift the overall 
trend of growing administrators. 

“Keep in mind that we projected a 400+ student loss for the 
2014-15 budget so you would expect reductions in all staff including 
administration,” said Horvath.

When several assistant principals working for the district were 
asked about this issue, their responses were mixed, though all wished 

to remain anonymous. One administrator stated that this phenom-
enon is not unique to the Plymouth-Canton district, and has been 
observed across the educational industry, particularly the collegiate 
level. 

Another said that from her perspective, Meissen has been “ad-
ministrator heavy” during his tenure. However, two administrators 
said that an increase in state educational reporting regulations has 
increased the administrative load. 

Even with the overall increase in administrators, Horvath noted 
that individual teachers have suffered under the current budget 
policy. “I think it’s been six or seven years since [our teachers] have 
seen a raise and I think that’s ridiculous,” said Horvath.

By Brian Kuang
Co-Opinion Editor

Horvath says district administrative staff  grew 
despite declining student enrollment

Roxy Silkorski’s eighth grade photo appears in the West 
Middle School yearbook.

Photo by Alyce Krumm

Superintendent Michael Meissen says $700,000 has been cut from the administrative 
budget.

As student enrollment decreases, administration increases. Graph courtesy of Mark 
Horvath.

Photo by Grace  Grimes
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Last summer, the Plymouth-Canton school district hired a pri-
vate cleaning company named GRBS to replace district employees 
previously on the maintenance staff. 

Janet Sutherland, a video production teacher at Plymouth High 
School, said, “The email the staff received regarding the new clean-
ing company indicated that the buildings would be cleaner than they 
had ever been under the district employees that we have had for the 
25 years I’ve worked at the Park, but they were just promises. The 
reality is something completely different.” Sutherland added, “Our 
district employees were given the option to apply to work for the 
contracted company, but I understand the pay that was offered by 
the contract company was less than these employees had previously 
been paid.”

Now that two months of the school year have passed, teachers 
are unhappy with the results produced by GRBS. Scott Thomas, a 
communications teacher at Plymouth, said, “I was told originally 
that my room would be vacuumed and the desks would be cleaned 
once a week every Tuesday night, but that doesn’t happen. I had a 
student draw on the desk to see if the cleaning company would wash 
it off, and the drawing was on the desk for three weeks; I ended up 
washing it off myself.” 

Thomas continued, “There have been a lot of fruit flies in my 
room and I don’t know why that is, and my trash cans have been 

full when I come in to school in the morning. I don’t think they are 
doing a decent job of cleaning. I think they’re doing surface cleaning 
and just basic tidying of stuff but it’s not the way it used to be. Our 
old staff did a better job with everyday cleaning compared to what 
this company has been doing. They aren’t invested in our district. It’s 
frustrating coming in to a dirty room every day.”

Sydney Murphy, a senior at Plymouth and a student in Thomas’s 
Interpersonal Communications class, recalled an incident that hap-
pened during the second week of school: “I was in the back of the 
class and this kid started freaking out. I saw him go and talk to Mr. 
Thomas and everyone looked in the back” and there was a mouse 
in the back of the classroom. She says she has “definitely noticed a 
difference in the cleanliness of our school” since the previous three 
years she has attended P-CEP, and said, “My white shoes get dirt on 
them whenever I wear them to school because they just do not clean 
the floors.”

Teachers and students at Salem have also noticed the change. “It’s 
just not the same as it was last year,” said Angie Brown, a teacher at 
Salem. 

Moses Thomas, a senior at Salem, said, “I’ve been here for four 
years and this year is the dirtiest it has ever been. Every time I walk 
in the lunch room, the tables are never clean and the floors are never 
swept.” 

Sean Meagher, a senior at Salem, said, “I feel like the new jani-
tors don’t have a full understanding of P-CEP. They really need to 
improve especially since we have so many kids at our school that are 
walking around outside in between buildings. They need to adapt 
from wherever they were working before because our school is so 
unique.”

Sutherland is upset with the response she has received after put-
ting in complaints about the cleanliness of her room. “I have sent 
four emails to both the building administration as well as the GRBS 
person I am supposed to report to if something hasn’t been done, 
and interestingly enough, they sent an individual to see me a week 
ago and I specifically pointed out to him a very, very dirty window 
ledge. After a week, it hasn’t been cleaned yet. Nothing was done. I 
believe the district and the people at the board office that signed this 
contract need to look carefully at whatever language they agreed to 
and I think they need to hold this company accountable. I also be-
lieve they need to take some time and come and walk the buildings, 
go in classrooms, look in restrooms, and see the conditions they 
have subjected the staff and students to,” said Sutherland. 

Employees of the GRBS private cleaning company declined all 
requests for interviews.

Students and staff  upset with new maintenance company
By Emily Finn

Co-News Editor

Teachers and students have noticed less clean class-
rooms than in previous years. 
(Left) A dead worm was left on the floor in Janet Suther-
land’s classroom for two weeks.
(Above and Right) Trash left on the floor and a dead fly 
on a window sill.

Photo by Emily Finn 

Photo by Grace Grimes 

Photo by Grace Grimes 
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Editorial

Feminism is defined 
as “the advocacy of 
women’s rights on the 
grounds of political, 
social, and economic 

equality to men.” This can be boiled down 
to meaning that women want all the same 
opportunities and rights that men have. And 
why shouldn’t we? We are composed of the 
same biological material as men, so why 
should women be treated any differently? 

Sexism is a flagrant issue that happens all 
the time here at the Park. Most commonly, I 
hear “feminist” being used as a term of ridi-
cule and disgust. Why? Feminism should be 
something that naturally comes to everyone, 
not just “men haters” as feminists have so 
wrongly been labeled as. 

Feminism is about not buying into gender 
stereotyping. By using words such as “girly” 
or “manly,” you are directly contributing 
to the false representation of all men and 
women. A bold example of gender stereo-
typing is school dress code. Teaching young 
minds that girls should “cover up” and be 
“modest” is just paving the path for insecuri-

ties, dominance and segregating the sexes. 
The fact that one of the most commonly used 
reasons for rape is that “she was dressed like 
she was asking for it” reflects on the ideals of 
dress code. A repulsive fact is that one out of 
every five women in the U.S. has a chance of 
being raped. 

Feminism is about boldly asserting that 
women are people too. Girls can be ambi-
tious, but not too ambitious, society says. Fo-
cus on getting married and having children, 
society says. Why is it that fewer girls want to 
be president the older they get in compari-
son to boys? Because society tells them that 
there has never been a female U.S. president, 
so why try? Instead, get married. Why aren’t 
there any women in media who are both 
family women and successful? Can you not 
be one while being the other? 

Feminism is largely supported by many 
strong women in media today. Laverne Cox, 
an actress on the show “Orange is the New 
Black,” is a known trans woman and is a sup-
porter of women’s rights.

Beyonce, famous R&B singer, is an obvi-
ous feminist who writes empowering songs 
(heard of “Flawless”?) and fights for women 
to be able to flaunt what they have. 

Emma Watson, beloved Hermione Grang-
er, recently gave a speech at the UN about 
her foundation “He For She,” an organization 

that supports men who are feminists. 
Lastly, Taylor Swift, the country-turned-

pop singer, recently stated that after all the 
years of believing that feminists were “man-
hating,” she has come to realize that not only 
are feminists the opposite, but she is one 
herself.

Feminism has earned a bad rep and a 
dirty name, which is so confusing. Feminism 
is good for everyone. Not only does it advo-
cate for women’s rights, but for men’s as well. 
How many times has a boy been ridiculed 
for crying or not being “manly”? 

Boys are taught to bottle up their emo-
tions and that they must show dominance 
over women because they have to be the 
tough one. That’s putting too much pressure 
on men. Society places stigmas on all groups 
of people, and feminism was built around 
the idea that society isn’t always right, so why 
should we buy into the prejudice hype?

Just because we are raising women up 
does not mean we are pushing men down. I 
just believe that women should be treated as 
equals and should not have to worry about 
being harassed in the streets, having to cover 
up their bodies, making less money than a 
man for the same job, or having to fear being 
raped. 

I am a proud advocate for women’s rights 
because I believe in equality for everyone. 

The other F-word
By Ryann 
Castleman
Managing Editor

The history education that we receive from a young age often ends 
up shaping our views and political conscience for the rest of our lives. 
The way our past is framed in the context of the present in the class-
room will have resounding effects on how we act as voting citizens 
attempting to shape the policy of our leaders. 

If what students are taught is clouded by a group of politically-
motivated curriculum changes, they will be raised with a biased 
perspective of their world and be essentially brainwashed. Therefore, 
it is vital that students are taught an objective view of history if they 
are to be able to think freely as adults. 

Unfortunately this has not been the case in some school systems. 
Earlier this year a new school board in Jefferson County, Colo., 
sought to reorganize its American History curriculum to emphasize 
“American Exceptionalism.” This kicked off a firestorm of controversy 
in the community as critics, including hundreds of students, stated 
that these changes were glossing over slavery, the civil rights move-
ment and American treatment of Native Americans, among other 
things. 

The Texas Board of Education is frequently accused of scrubbing 
its history textbooks of references to things such as the separation 
between church and state. Textbook publishers in Japan have often 
been accused of omitting or attempting to justify Japanese atrocities 
in China and the rest of Asia during World War II in order to create a 
revised and nationalistic narrative of Japanese history. 

When the Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin wanted his political rivals 
“removed,” they weren’t just “removed” from the present, but also air-
brushed out of all official archives and photographs. After his death, 
Stalin found himself ironically struck out of official state historical 
archives by his former enemies. 

The fictional totalitarian regime envisioned in Orwell’s “1984” 
had a “Ministry of Truth” that would purge the historical record of 
anything that could contradict the government’s present positions 
in order to uphold the facade that The Party was infallible.  Because 
these governments were able to successfully keep their citizens igno-
rant to the truth about the past, they were able to manipulate the will 
of their citizens much more easily.

Therefore, our history textbooks should not be rewritten with 
political bias. Only if we can learn of our past from a neutral perspec-
tive can we be expected to be able to think for ourselves.

A regular complaint heard Park wide is how the vending ma-
chines only contain diet pop. Most people would agree that diet pop 
does not taste as good as normal pop. P-CCS mainly sells diet pop to 
protect our community from an increase in obesity. The less sugary 
pop available, the less risk of obesity, right? This is actually a com-
mon misconception.

Diet pop has actually been proven to be less healthy than regu-
lar pop. Diet sweeteners contained in the soda increase the risk 

of kidney failure. It is also proved that people who drink diet pop 
commonly have worse off dental health than most people who drink 
regular soda. Artificial sweeteners can disrupt the body’s natural abil-
ity to regulate calorie intake based on the sweetness of foods. Drink-
ing two or more diet sodas a day can actually increase your waist size 
by about 500 percent. How is that for obesity?

Ty Jasman
Canton High School

I would like to thank the janitors that work at the Park for all 
their time and hard work that they have done for the school. I have 
recently seen improvement in the care taking of our schools. Just the 
other day I witnessed one of the Plymouth janitors wiping up the 
lunch tables as we were sitting down, to insure that we had a sanitary 
place to eat. I really appreciated this, and thought that it was very 
considerate. I would also like to thank the janitors for taking care of 

the gross school bathrooms, along with taking care all of the other 
unnecessary, gross things that students do. I can really tell that the 
janitors care about the schools, and the people in it. So thank you to 
all the janitors, your work is appreciated and it doesn’t go unnoticed.

Maranda McMaster
Canton High School

P-CEP should sell regular pop in vending machines

The janitors at P-CEP deserve a shoutout

Censoring America

Have something to say but don’t know how to say it? Write a letter to the edi-
tors and send it to pcepperspective@pccsk12.com, and you could see your 
comments in the next issue of The Perspective.

Letters to the Editor

Don’t sanitize textbooks;
wrong to rewrite history

    Editorial Cartoon by Robyn Apley

“After crossing the Delaware, 
George Washington built 
the pyramids and repealed 
Obamacare...”



By Brian Kuang
Co-Opinion Editor

By Donovan Sheehan
Co-Opinion Editor

If you know me personally or have even talked to me once you 
know I have a really horrible and annoying stutter. I have stuttered 
for as long as I can remember. That’s right; the boy who loves to 
speak in front of people and the social butterfly 
that you might know as “Manny” has a speech im-
pediment. Every word out of my mouth is a burden 
to get out, every syllable stretched out with one 
huge breath. It’s painful because ever since I started 
talking I have had this devilish delay. I started talk-
ing earlier than most and even then the traces of a 
stutter were evident. The sweet baby coos of “dada” 
were always interrupted by an unexpected silence 
and an image of a confused baby, trying to force 
the words out of his mouth. 

Throughout middle school and even to this day, 
people tease me. They laugh and try to mock and 
mimic my jerky and broken up speech. Not only 
do they laugh, they try to fix the problem: “Just talk 
slower and think about what you say before you say 
them.” 

Idiots! Do you think I haven’t tried that? Don’t 
you understand that whenever I see you walking 
toward me I say the words “Hey, what’s up” 15 
times in my head before you even see me? I know 
exactly when I am about to clench up and I’d stand 

there frozen, mouth open, scrambling to find a synonym. You try to 
hide your annoyance, but your face tells the whole story

My life has changed a lot because of my stuttering. For example, I 

wanted to join the radio station here at the Park but I couldn’t. Every 
time I would try to record a story in the studio I would sound near 
defective. Even though I would practice the lines countless times in 

the mirror and switch certain words so I wouldn’t 
stutter, a 10-minute assignment turned into a two-
hour session full of frustration. I voluntarily quit 
trying to be on the radio and have never stepped into 
a studio again. My stutter is singlehandedly changing 
my life and I often regret giving up my dream, but I 
guess radio isn’t my calling. 

Of course when I state my problems with my par-
ents or teachers, they always pull up famous people 
who had stuttering problems such as John Stossel, 
the co-anchor of “20/20,” or James Earl Jones, the guy 
who played Darth Vader, but it never made me feel 
better. 

I know that those people had their own problems 
but their stories don’t affect my life. Those people 
probably spent thousands of dollars on speech train-
ers and medications that claim to help stutterers but I 
don’t want medicine to help. I just want it gone, more 
than anything in the world. 

I call for awareness and fair understanding of a 
problem not fluently talked about. 

My story: living with stuttering
By Emmanuel Jones 

Co-News Editor

There isn’t a more 
rewarding feeling than 
strutting down the 

school hallways in your varsity jacket. Patches up 
and down each leather arm, medals gleaming from 
the letter while they chime, and proudly represent-
ing your team on the back in fancy cursive writing.

More than just being a warm jacket for the 
winter, varsity jackets show that a person excels at 

their sport. However, that doesn’t seem to always be the case.
Nowadays it seems as if you can receive a varsity letter for nearly 

anything. Aside from sports, letters can be earned in select clubs, arts 
and academics.

In the past, varsity letters have been earned solely by varsity ath-
letes. I walk around school and see people with “Plymouth Robotics” 
on the back of their jackets and it just doesn’t seem right. Although 
other extracurricular activities are important, I don’t necessarily see 
them as worthy of a varsity letter. Those who are in other activities 

besides sports should have a different indicator of their participation 
in clubs or groups.

To earn a varsity letter, an athlete should meet specific criteria. If a 
person is not a key player on a varsity team, they should not have the 
right to wear a letter jacket. “You should be an original player on the 
roster, not a reserve that’s been pulled up for playoffs,” said Plymouth 
junior John McInnes.

During playoffs for football, typically the junior varsity team will 
be pulled up to play on varsity. “Though most of the JV players will 
not play in the game, as long as they are on varsity for two or more 
games they usually give them a letter,” said Salem senior Everett 
Czarnota.

If a player gets virtually no playing time there is no reason that 
they should be considered a varsity athlete. Czarnota said that set-
ting a minimum benchmark of on-field playing time, “to where the 
student has somewhat [of an] effect on the outcome of the game,” 
should be a requirement in earning a varsity letter. 

The most important criterion in earning a varsity letter should 

be dedication to your sport. The standards have become so low that 
it almost appears that a person can earn a letter simply by joining a 
team. There are people who fail to complete workouts at practice and 
sit on the bench at games who earn their letter just for being on the 
varsity team.

Some athletes will put full effort in at practice and during com-
petition. It’s unfair to present the slackers of the team with the same 
reward as those who work hard all the time and show support for 
their teammates. “Make the point system go by varsity points and 
dedication. Have the dedication to not just earn points for atten-
dance, but for going to all of the meets/games and cheering people 
on,” said Canton senior Alec MacDonald.

Whether it takes one season or four seasons, the feeling of earning 
a varsity letter is and should remain a proud moment for all. Even if 
you never earn your varsity letter, that doesn’t mean you can’t get out 
there and enjoy playing your sport anyway.

  

Are varsity letter standards too low?
By Anna Lukens
Staff Writer

The case of Roksana Sikorski has shaken us all 
with its brutality. Due to the severity of the charges 
brought against her, she has been arraigned and is 
in the process of being prosecuted as an adult with 
the full penalties associated with it. This begs the 
question, is it proper for juvenile offenders to be 
prosecuted as adults? Although I will not comment 
specifically on this case because it is ongoing, with 
just cause children accused of the most serious 
adult crimes should stand trial and face the conse-
quences of their actions as adults. 

The question over whether underage offenders 
should be charged as adults falls under the broader 
issue of punishment or rehabilitation in our justice 
system. Law and justice in our system is a balanc-
ing act between punishment and rehabilitation. 
Should we harshly punish those who break the 
rules of our society and harm others in order to 
deter potential criminals from doing the same? 
This runs the risk of creating a draconian society, 
such as Singapore, where some relatively minor 
offences carry a mandatory death penalty. Alterna-
tively, are we to try to reform these deviants so that 
they may hopefully rejoin society? Such a policy 
arguably weakens deterrence against crime and 
allows for criminals to multiply. 

The juvenile justice system is designed almost 
solely as a rehabilitative system, meant mainly to 
deal with non-violent drug offenders and misde-
meanors. However, when many are harmed in a 
brazen crime, society will demand punishment for 
justice as well. When the most hardened criminals 
and murderers are put before a rehabilitative sys-
tem, rehabilitation cannot be realistically achieved. 

This was the case with Anders Breivik, a Nor-

wegian right-wing terrorist responsible for the 
deaths of 69 civilians, mostly children and teenag-
ers at a summer camp. Norway has been renowned 
for its humane prison system and high rehabilita-
tion rate, with almost-luxurious amenities and 
loose discipline. However, when Anders Breivik, 
a hateful terrorist who will likely never give up his 
ideology, was sent to this prison system, there was 
outrage in Norwegian society that a child-murder-
er could essentially be forgiven so easily. 

In addition, a firm justice system serves as a 
deterrent to further crime. When looser penalties 
were adopted towards criminals in the 1960s and 
1970s, this helped facilitate an explosion in violent 
crime in the subsequent two decades. By the 
time penalties were re-strengthened in the 1980s 
once the crack cocaine boom began, street gangs 
had begun using teenagers as foot soldiers in full 
knowledge that they would likely be sent to juve-
nile court and not face the same penalties as full 
adults. It was partly because of this phenomenon 
that the policy of juvenile convictions as adults 
came into popular practice. 

It has been argued that children and teenagers 
should not have their entire lives ruined because of 
a few rash decisions they take in their youth, which 
is more likely if juvenile offenders are prosecuted 
as adults. This argument does hold merit, and I do 
believe that most juvenile and non-violent cases 
should be handled by juvenile courts. However, 
when teenagers show the depravity that adult 
criminals may show, such as in cold-blooded 
murder, they should be sent to trial with the legal 
status of an adult. 

There’s a new trend in the wonderful world of 
law enforcement, and that’s the treatment of chil-
dren and teens who commit crimes as if they were 
adult criminals. Formerly, a 15-year-old accused of 
attempted murder would be treated like a 15-year-
old. Her privacy would be legally protected, 
instead of every news channel plastering her face 
all over the TV.

Juveniles previously would go to special juvenile 
courts and, if convicted, would go to detention 
centers instead of real prisons. Over the past few 
years, courts in various states have been choosing 
more and more often to give kids adult trials, or, 
if we’re doing metaphors: instead of gently set-
ting down kids into the little kiddie-pool criminal 
justice system, now courts are hurling them into 
the frothing freezing shark-infested depths of the 
ocean of crime and punishment. Hopefully they 
can swim.

Here’s the idea behind it: the more you punish 
juvenile criminals, the less juvenile crime you get 
in the long run. Which sounds good, until you re-
alize that there’s been about zero proof that putting 
kids in prison decreases crime. There have only 
been a few studies ever done on the effect of trying 
juveniles as adults on the juvenile crime rate, one 
published in 1988 in the Law and Society Review 
and the other in 1994 published in the journal 
Crime and Delinquency. Both were written about 
state laws that made it easier, or even required, 
for courts in that state to transfer minors to adult 
trials for certain crimes--in order to bring down 
juvenile crime. The researchers wanted to know if 
the reasoning behind those laws was actually real. 
They found no evidence of such.

What it does do is make juvenile criminals 
more likely to become adult criminals--after years 
of jail time, it’s hard to come back to regular life 
without something snapping. That’s if they do get 
out; one in ten of the 3,384 prisoners currently 
serving life sentences in the State of Michigan are 
there for crimes committed between the ages of 14 
and 17, according to a Department of Corrections 
report from 2009. 

People who want to put juvenile offenders in 
prison are usually just trying to get all the punish-
ment they can out of the crime. On the one hand, 
it’s hard to blame them, especially if they’ve been 
on the receiving end of a juvenile’s violent crime. 

On the other hand, it’s extremely easy to blame 
them. Should 15-year-olds really be put in prison 
for 10 years, 20, even life? That might make the 
victims feel good, it might make the members of 
some bloodthirsty crowd feel good, but all it does 
is erase years off of kids’ lives and guarantee that 
before long they’ll be back to do more erasing-
-because when they get out, they won’t be kid 
criminals, they’ll be 30-something ex-cons who’ve 
spent more time wearing orange jumpsuits than 
they have going to school.

On the plus side, packing juveniles off to prison 
means there’ll be a whole lot less of those awful 
kids around.
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Yes No

Point/counterpoint:

Should minors be tried as adults?
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Shout out to all of the 
juniors dreading life right 
now! The idea of being an up-
perclassman isn’t as great as it 
sounds. Along with it comes 
preparation for college, the 

ACT and SAT, not to mention all of those AP 
classes you thought you were smart for taking. 

When that relative you haven’t seen in a while 
asks what colleges you’re applying to, an expect-
ant look appears on his or her face. For all of the 
juniors out there, the struggle is real.

The thing about junior year is that it’s nearly 
impossible to balance everything at once. Jordan 
Joy, a Canton junior, knows the real struggle. “I’m 
in two AP classes, so it’s really hard to get work 
done, and it cuts into my sleeping time,” Joy said, 
“I also have to worry about the ACT, but there’s no 
time to study for it.”

Lack of sleep is a big issue. Because juniors now 
have the option to drive to school, you’d think they 
could sleep in late. Sam McGrath, Canton junior, 
said otherwise, “I hate that you have to wake up 
earlier in order to drive to school in order to beat 
the morning rush.” 

McGrath also runs cross country, plays soccer, 
and is on student council, so that makes her sleep-
ing schedule even worse.

The amount of stress put on juniors is unbe-
lievable. Your parents always tell you that you 
shouldn’t be stressed out as a teenager and that we 

have it easy, but it’s hard for them to understand 
the pressure put on us by others, and the pressure 
we put on ourselves. 

Katelyn Hoffman, Canton junior, said the worst 
part about junior year is that, “they stress too much 
on grades, rather than actually knowing the mate-
rial.” We are so concerned about getting an A on 
that chemistry test, that we forgot why we are sup-
posed to be learning the material in the first place, 
which is to help you out in the future. Though 
grades are important, they shouldn’t be your only 
focus, but society tries to tell us that your grade 
indicates how smart of a person you are, which is 
definitely not true.

Trying to balance homework, sleep, sports, and 
friends is already difficult, so when you add the 
fact that you already have to start deciding your 
future, it’s impossible and there isn’t enough time 
in one day to do it all. 

Maddie Leyden, a Salem junior, said, “It’s crazy 
to me that you have to go pick the direction you 
want to go with your life at the age of 17 and this 
is the year that decides the outcome of your life. 
When you think about it, the ACT determines 
what college you’ll go to, which is where you’ll 
meet your lifelong friends and maybe even your 
spouse.” Leyden also said, “It’s scary to think that 
messing up even a little on a standardized test or 
falling behind on your grades could completely 
alter your future.”

Seagulls swarming students
Most Park students 

have experienced the 
fear of the ravenous 
seagulls that swarm the 

Canton-Salem path. In fact there is an entire 
Facebook group called,  “I am more afraid of 

the seagulls at P-CEP than I am of the security 
guards.” One former student, Jeremy Fisher, 
wrote, “P-CEP seagulls… aka rats with wings.” 

Another former student, Crystal Robinson, wrote, “I hate when 
you’re trying to rush somewhere by yourself and they just start at-
tacking.” 

One of the main reasons the seagulls are so abundant is the 
amount of garbage that is being strewn across the path, said zoology 
teacher Joan Pence. “Seagulls are opportunists; they’ll pick up and 
eat whatever they find,” Pence said. When asked what students could 
do to reduce the amount of garbage on the path, Pence said kids can 
just pick up after themselves. “Is it really that difficult?” 

She raises a good point. Is it honestly that hard? Just walking 
between 4th and 5th hour, I saw an outrageous amount of trash 
without even trying to find any; from McDonald’s shake containers 

to spilled milk cartons. 
The worst was a crumpled-up brown paper lunch bag that was 

sitting a mere two feet away from a trash can. It would take one extra 
second out of the average 2,396,736,000 seconds in your life to walk 

one more step and throw that single piece of trash away. I think what 
students don’t understand is that the trash is the students’ responsi-
bility; there really isn’t a single organization that cleans up the paths.

Salem sophomore Cassie Berlin, a member of the Ecology Club 
at P-CEP, said, “We pretty much just go around and pick up the 
recycling bins.” 

Denise Zarate, AP Environmental Science teacher, said, “We used 
to have an actual environmental class, so teachers frequently did 
projects where we would test the water quality and clean up the litter. 
Environmental went away and AP Environmental came so we haven’t 
really done anything in terms of clean-up.”

One ecology class project involves searching for various insects in 
the creek that runs through P-CEP.

Ecology teacher Robert deBear said, “Yeah there’s a lot [of trash]; 
you can scoop it out. We’re in there trying to find the bugs, but in the 
nests you find all kinds of stuff. It’s gross. I guess I don’t understand 
what they’re thinking; who wants to live in their own poop, because 
that’s basically what they’re doing, turning this into this one big toilet, 
and then we gotta live in it. There are some animals that are perfectly 
adapted to it and they love it, like seagulls.” Essentially if we really 
want to get rid of the seagulls, we have to get rid of the trash. 

By Grace Grimes 
Staff Writer

The struggle is real: 
infamous junior year

 By Miriam Sponsler
 Staff Writer

Dear slow walkers,
Are you 

serious? We do 
go to the same 

high school, right? You do realize that walking 
from Canton to Plymouth in under eight minutes 
is a hassle? 

Well, if you understand that, then why do you 
continue to move at the speed of a grandmother 

on a low-battery power scooter?
I have places to be, people to see and classes to attend. I would 

expect you do too, and yet you move along as if you have no respon-
sibility. If you don’t have somewhere to be, then move over for the 
people who do! 

I don’t care if you ran into an old friend and stopped to chat. Or if 
your next class is just around the corner. Chances are, you’re blocking 
the way for kids who need to be in class. 

Salem’s South Tower is a nightmare after 1st hour. The clogging, 
the pushing and the backpacks catching on the door hinges keep me 
awake at night in a cold sweat. 

You know who makes the South Tower a slow torture? Slow 

walkers! If you just sped through the doors instead of slowly moving 
through, we’d all be out a whole lot sooner.

It’s the same way for Plymouth in the afternoon. Large groups of 
kids love to crowd around each other and clog the hallways, making 
it nearly impossible to move past C pod into B. You can talk to your 
friends later! Or, maybe move out of the way if you want to talk to 
them that bad! Just get out of my way when I’m going to class.

If you’ve read this letter and realized you haven’t had much of an 
issue with slow walkers, maybe it’s because you are one! So get wise, 
speed up and stay out of our way.

By Ryann Castleman
Managing Editor

Check us out online at pcep.pccs.k12.mi.us/perspective-online for more stories!
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Canton student Sydney Gondek stresses over her work during junior year.
Photo by Miriam Sponsler

Seagulls fly around the Park students during 
passing time.
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Park runners compete at state meet
By Hailey Foster and 

Maddie Bartek
Staff Writers 

The cross country season 
went out with a bang as both 
individual qualifiers and a team 
from the Park qualified for the 
state meet. 

In order to make it to the 
state meet, runners have to either 
finish in the top 15 individu-
ally or the team would need to 
finish either first, second or third 
overall. 

From Plymouth, sophomore 
Annie Bonds and senior Matt 
Paul qualified by placing in the 
top 15 runners at Regionals. 

“Representing the team, the 
high school, and the Park in such 
a big state wide event for the first 
time was terrifying yet motiva-
tional,” said Bonds. 

Salem boys had junior Chaz 
Jeffress qualify by winning the 
Regional meet. Salem also had 
the girls’ team qualify by plac-
ing second overall in Division 
One.

Canton did not have any 
runners qualify for states this 
year. 

The meet takes place every 

year at Michigan International 
Speedway in Brooklyn, Mich. 
The teammates from both 
schools showed their support 
by coming out and spending the 
whole day cheering on their run-
ners. Teammates made posters 
and painted their stomachs along 
with cheering for their runner at 
every step of the race. 

The boys’ Division One race 
went off at 2 p.m. sending out 
Park athletes Jeffress and Pahl. 
Out of the roughly 300 runners 
competing, Jeffress finished in 
ninth place with a time of 15:30, 
improving his previously set 
Park record by seven seconds. 

“Preparing myself was simple. 
I just do the workouts I’m told 
to do. Mentally I like to just zone 
out and focus on what I have to 
do,” said Jeffress. 

Matt Pahl finished close 
behind in 25th place with a time 
of 15:45, breaking the Plymouth 
school record. 

“There is no way to describe 
the feeling I got when I broke the 
school record,” said Pahl. 

The girl’s Division One race 
went off at 3 p.m. with Annie 
Bonds and the entire Salem 
Varsity team. 

Sophomore Annie Bonds 
placed 94th and finished with 
a time of 19:30 in her first state 
meet showing. 

“I hope to stay healthy and 
run strong throughout the whole 
season and with some hard 
work maybe we’ll be bringing 

the whole team to states next 
November,” said Bonds. 

The top finisher for Salem was 
senior Lauren Arquette with a 
time of 18:49, which happens to 
be her second best time that she 
has ever run. Not too far behind 
her was senior Anya Cho with a 

time of 19:15.
Arquette said, “It felt sur-

real to be able to finish my cross 
country career at a meet as big as 
that because when I first started 
cross country I never imagined 
I’d qualify for states.”

 

Plymouth sophomore Annie Bonds competes in her first state meet showing.
Photo By Trip Bonds

New coaches
for Canton 

Girls 
Basketball 

After winning the State Run-
ner Up title last season, Canton’s 
beloved Girls Varsity Basket-
ball coach, Brian Samulski, has 
decided to step down and look 
for another job as an athletic 
director; during the summer 
and fall, Samulski worked as 
the temporary athletic director 
for Canton High School, and 
now has moved over to Salem to 
work as their temporary athletic 
director.

Samulski said, “What I will 
miss the most about Canton bas-
ketball is the everyday interac-
tion with the girls at the gym.”

Kevin Palmer, Canton’s for-
mer Girls Junior Varsity assistant 
coach will be taking over for 
Samulski as the head coach of 
the Girls Varsity team. 

Palmer said, “When you have 
a coach and a person with the 
intelligence, integrity and cha-
risma like a Brian Samulski, you 
really are losing a very special 
person, not just a coach. But 
having worked with Brian, it’s 
our goal as a program to carry 
on the same attitudes, beliefs and 
philosophies that have caused 
this program to be as successful 
as it has been. Our goal is to stay 
consistent in what has caused the 
program to have such success in 
past.” 

Palmer is excited to start 
practicing with the girls and 
said, “When you have such great 
student athletes and a great staff 
to work with, it makes coming to 
the gym a lot of fun. That’s what 
I am really looking forward to.”

Lauren Delapaz, better known 
as “Coach Del,” will assist Palmer 
in coaching Canton’s Girls 
Varsity Basketball team. Delapaz 
said, “I am most excited for our 
student athletes to come together 
as a unit and develop their team 
goals and voice. We have a great 
core of athletes coming back 
this year, student athletes who I 

know will work and compete at 
their top level. I am anticipating 
a great season and post season. 
Change is always difficult no 
matter who is involved or what 
the change is. However, changes 
can also lead to the creation of 
new possibilities. I think the 
best thing about the change in 
coaching staff is that the student 
athletes are still going to be sur-
rounded with familiar faces.”

The players are sad to see 
their old coach leave, but are 
excited for this much anticipated 
season. Alexa Lagola, a senior on 
Canton’s Girls Varsity Basket-
ball team, said, “We’re definitely 
going to miss Brian; he was a 
great coach! He was tough on us, 
which brought out the best in all 
of us as players. We are excited to 
have Kevin bring the same type 
of energy that Brian brought 
to our team and we’re looking 
forward to a great season.”

Natalie Winters, a junior on 
Canton’s Girls Varsity Basketball 
team, said, “I think it’s going 
good so far. It’s a big transition 
but we’re all looking forward to a 
great season with Kevin and Del. 
Change can be a good thing.”

Madison Archibald, a junior 
on Canton’s Girls Varsity Team, 
said, “We are sad to see Brain go, 
but we also support his decision. 
We are excited for something 
new; we love Kevin and as a 
team, we will stick together. We 
are excited for the season to 
start.”

Alanna Brown, a senior on 
Canton’s Girls Varsity Basketball 
team, said, “So far everything is 
going good! This is something 
different than what we expected, 
but we are all very excited to 
start this season! Go Chiefs!”

By Emily Finn 
Co-News Editor

It is now November, which 
means it’s hockey season, P-
CEP. With four hockey teams 
at the Park, there are plenty 
of opportunities to support 
friends and classmates who 
are on these teams. 

The Plymouth Wildcats 
will kick-off their season 
away, against Divine Child 
on Wednesday, Nov.19. They 
will host Livonia-Franklin 
on Saturday, Nov. 22 for their 
first home game. 

Plymouth’s goalie, senior 
Erik Vandenbosch, said he 
wants Plymouth “to go far in 
playoffs, including winning 
our third regional title in a 
row.”

The Canton Chiefs 
Hockey team’s first match-up 
is home against Chelsea High 
School on Friday, Nov. 21.

Salem team member Evan 
Newel,  junior, said, “From 
last year’s team to this year’s 
team, we have lost a lot of se-
niors. So this year is kind of a 
‘rebuilding’ year. But we plan 
on winning lots of games and 
becoming a very close team. 
So we are looking forward to 
a successful year.”

Salem’s first game of the 
season is home, against Tren-
ton, at 7:30 p.m. on Nov.19. 

Also, the PCS Penguins 
open their 2014-2015 season 
away against Cranbrook on 
Nov.19. 

The reigning MMGHSHL 
Division II state champs re-
turn home to host Ann Arbor 
Pioneer on Friday, Nov.21 
for their first home game of 
the season. PCS member and 
Plymouth senior Elizabeth 
O’Donohue said, “It’s going 
to be a great year with a new 
coaching staff and some new 
players. The goal for the team 
is to win the state champion-
ship again.”

Home games for the 
Plymouth Wildcats, Canton 
Chiefs and PCS Penguins 
are held at the Arctic Edge 
Ice Arena on Michigan 
Avenue. The Salem Rocks’ 
home games are held at the 
Plymouth Cultural Center in 
downtown Plymouth.  

By Emily King 
Co-Sports 

Editor

Hockey 
Preview

Kevin Palmer, this year’s new varsity coach, cheers on his team during the regular 2013-
2014 season. With Canton graduate Shannon Perry (right) and Canton senior Alexa Lagola 
(left). Junior Madison Archibald accompanies them on the far left. 
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Canton 
Girls Swim

The Canton Girls Swim 
team won divisions on Nov. 
1 in a close win against Park 
rival Plymouth Wildcats.
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By Hailey Foster 
Design/Layout of Sports

My View on Sports Player profile:
Rick Lenczewski

Rick Lenczewski plays football 
for Canton High School. He is on 
the starting defensive line. Here 
are some things you might not 

know about him:

By Marissa Provine
Features Editor
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Lenczewski stands alongside his team-
mate during the National Anthem.

Favorite Holiday: Christmas

Favorite post game meal: I always go to 
Applebee’s and order potato twisters.

Favorite Hobby: Finding new music and 
making playlists.

Favorite team in tHe nFl: I’m a die-hard 
Browns fan. 

pregame ritual / superstition: I leave school 
and either go to Subway or Genova’s pizza. 
I also listen to the Rolling Stones to keep 
me calm. 

Favorite/least Favorite class at tHe park: Fa-
vorite: Civics. Least Favorite: Intermediate 
Composition. 

celebrity crusH: Anne Hathaway.

Favorite movie/ t.v sHow: My favorite Movie 
is “saving Private ryan.” My favorite tv show is 
“franklin and Bash.”

in 10 years i will be: A history teacher at a high school and 
hopefully coaching football.

Every year at banquets, the 
seniors present their speeches, 
jam-packed with reminisces of 
their high school sports careers. 
You watch them cry and talk 
about how much they will miss 
it. You think nothing of it until 
one day, that person is you and 
you’re the one sitting down and 
preparing the speech.

Everyone always says the four 
years go by quickly, and to take 
advantage of the time you have. 
You always push it aside, think-
ing you still have a couple more 
years left. You never really think 
that it will end because we live in 
the moment. 

It’s a very emotional moment 
when it finally hits you. Your 
stomach hits the floor and you 
feel a sense of panic as you try 
to figure out where the years 
went. 

You start to realize it’s the 
last time you will ever share 
those special moments with 
your teammates. No more pasta 
parties, camp, team sleepovers, 
pre-game meetings with the 
coach, and no more pep talks. It 
all comes crashing down at once 
and is kind of suffocating.

“I’m definitely going to miss 
the pasta parties and the long 
runs because that is when our 
team really gets to bond,” said 

Plymouth senior cross country 
runner Emma Swales. 

You look at the freshmen and 
think to yourself how lucky they 
are that they still have a couple 
more years. And it hits you that 
you have become that senior 
preaching to the team about 
holding onto those four years. 

“I’m really going to miss 
representing my school, the 
community feeling among all 
the athletes, and the amazing 
feeling of winning a close game 
or meet,” said Plymouth senior 
volleyball player Lauren Clem-
ons. 

It’s important to take advan-
tage of the time you have and not 
to spend time complaining about 
the hard workouts and practices 

or the bad meets or games. I 
learned that the hard way. It 
took me four years to realize 
that I actually love cross country. 
Take every moment for what it’s 
worth. 

Some athletes will be continu-
ing their sports career in college 
while others won’t. Regardless, it 
will never be the same as it was 
in high school and you will look 
back on those years and miss 
them. 

Whether you are continuing 
in college, an underclassman 
with a few more years left, or 
a senior with your last season, 
hold on to every moment. Make 
every practice, game, or meet 
count and give it 100 percent 
every time. You can’t turn back 
the clock so never regret a 
single moment spent with your 
sport.

Plymouth senior cross coun-
try and track runner Jonny Dal-
ton said, “Running cross country 
and track has been the highlight 
of my high school career and I’m 
going to miss the brotherhood, 
the sense of accomplishment 
and most of all, the competitive 
atmosphere.”

It’s 
important to 

take 
advantage of 
the time you 
have and not 
to spend time 
complaining 

Importance of  rivalries
What would sports be without rivalries? A rivalry is defined as; 

a person who is competing for the same object or goal as another, 
or who tries to outdo another; which is in this case, a team. Com-
petition can do great things for a team, whether that be turning a 
disappointing season around, or ruining the opposing teams’ season. 
Without the importance of rivalry games  there would be no reason 
for all eyes to be on Canton vs. Plymouth, Ohio State vs. Michigan, 
Yankees vs. Red Sox or Canadiens vs. Bruins. Rivalry games give 
teams something to look forward to year after year, whether two 
teams meet once a year or 20 times a year. 

Some rivalries are friendlier than others, like when the best team 

squares off with the second best team, which solidifies the impor-
tance of the game, but does not necessarily mean the two teams are 
long-time, bitter rivals. For example, P-CEP teams are enemies on the 
field, but are good friends in the classroom. On the other hand, you 
cannot watch a Michigan vs. Ohio State game without seeing some 
pushing and shoving and hearing trash talk before the game even 
gets underway. Either way, whether a rivalry is just friendly competi-
tion or an all-out war between two opposing teams, the concept of a 
rivalry adds substance and excitement to the wide world of sports.

Canton senior, Brian Ward, gave his insight on the importance of 
rivalries in sports: “Rivalries can give players a little more of a chip on 
their shoulder to go out and play harder.” 

Agreeing with this statement was Salem senior, Jakob Lenders. 

“Rivalries are important because they give teams and fans that big 
game to look forward to.”

As a result of these match-ups, bragging rights and something to 
talk about are always on the line when two rival teams come together.

“Rivalries make sports,” Plymouth senior Andrew Saunders said. 
“There would be nothing to talk about without them.”

Many rivalries become lopsided, with one team consistently win-
ning year after year, making many wonder whether rivalries can die 
down. However, no matter how dominant one team has been, history 
has shown that there is no expiration date on a rivalry, and once it 
begins, nothing will hold it back.

By Alex Mercurio
Sports Team

Advertise in The Perspective!

For ad prices and sizes contact us at

pcepperspective@pccsk12.com
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BETTER	  ACT	  SCORES	  =	  MORE	  SCHOOL	  
OPTIONS	  AND	  MORE	  $

Improving	   your	  ACT	   and	  SAT	   scores	  by	   as	  li8le	   as	  one	  or	   two	  
points	  can	  pay	  off	  big	   <me	   in	  college	   admi8ance	   op<ons	  and	  
financial	   aid.	   Free	   study	   resources	   from	   the	   Canton	   Public	  
Library	  make	  it	  easy.	  

Pinterest	  LIVE!	  
November	  6,	  4:30-‐6:30	  PM	  
Get	  all	  Pinteresty	  with	  cool	  craOy	  stuff	  for	  giOs	  or	  yourself.

Food	  Fighters	  
November	  12,	  7:00-‐8:00	  PM
Master	  Chef	  meets	  Fight	  Club.	  Make,	  then	  eat,	  awesome	  stuff.
	  
Teen	  Animanga	  Club	  
November	  19,	  6:30-‐8:45	  PM
Geek	  out	  with	  Animanga	  books,	  movies,	  culture.

•Online practice tests from LearningExpress for ACT and 
SAT, plus AP classes, available 24/7 from your computer 
or ours.

•More than 35 study guides to check out.

•Programs and practice tests throughout the year. Check 
our website for current offerings.

UPCOMING	  PROGRAMS	  FOR	  TEENS

The	  Canton	  Public	  Library	  is	  located	  at	  
1200	  S.	  Canton	  Center	  Road.	  
Visit	  us	  online	  at	  www.cantonpl.org	  or	  call	  
734-‐397-‐0999.
And	  check	  us	  out	  on	  Facebook	  and	  Twi8er.

Winter Workout Apparel  
Story and Photos by Grace Grimes and Kaylee Rivera

Photo Editor and Guest Writer
Pictured: Kaylee Rivera, Monica Rufe and Rosie Rufe

As the weather gets colder the holiday 
treats start trickling in, signaling that it’s 
once again time to hit the gym. Rather 

than tossing on your dad’s old college t-
shirt and tying your hair in a bun, why not 
be fashionable while working out? Having 

the perfect outfit to work out will make you 
more motivated and put you in a better 

mood.

Color of The Month: Charcoal  
There are so many different shades of gray, it’s often hard 
to choose among them. Although generally thought of as 
a neutral color, a charcoal gray adds the right amount of 

warmth to an outfit.

DIY T-shirt
The piles of old t-shirts you accumulate from various games and 
meets often stayed piled in a heap jammed in your dresser. A great 
solution is to pull out your scissors and revamp those old baggy 
t-shirts. Even though the weather is getting colder, this tank top is 
perfect for working out at the gym. Check out the online newspaper 
for step by step instructions on how to make this tank-top.

Watches
Watches are an essential part of any workout outfit. There are so 
many different types and colors to choose from and you don’t have 
to clean out your wallet. (A typical watch from Target will last for 
several years and only costs around $15-$20.) One of the benefits of 
having a watch is that they’re great for pacing yourself.

Colored Pants
Colored and patterned pants are making a comeback. They’re a great 
way to add a splash of color to an outfit.Quarter Zips

Quarter zips are slimming and comfortable to wear and the color 
options are endless. On a more practical note, quarter zips are perfect 
for fall weather. They keep you warm enough that you won’t be cold, 
but aren’t too thick that you can’t stop sweating. 
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Scorpios (October 23-November 21)

This is the month of reflection for the Scorpio. Take the next few 
weeks to look back on how your year went, and start thinking about 
how to make the next even better. This is a great time for some self-
centeredness. Start focusing on you and how to improve yourself 
mentally, physically and spiritually. Mars is in transit, which means 
that Scorpios will be communicating more than ever. Socializing, 
writing, and educational pursuits will be demanding and competi-
tive, but you will express your ideas with such force and dynamism 
that many will be impressed. As long as Scorpios remember to think 
before they speak, this month should be a fantastic one. 

Scorpio horoscope
By Ryann Castleman

Managing Editor 

The Journey program 
at Plymouth High School, 
originally started at 
Starkweather, has been an 
option for students at the 
Park since 1995. This pro-
gram is mainly targeted 
towards the freshman 

class, but under special exception, is avail-
able to sophomores who need a little extra 
help continuing to meet their goals. Original 
Journey teacher Rick McCoy thought up the 
idea for the Journey program to create a sup-
portive academic setting for struggling stu-
dents. As time went on, the Journey program 
moved its way to Plymouth high school and 
currently is taught by Nicol Shamey. Shamey 
says she has only three classes containing a 
maximum of 16 students each. 

“Journey gives each student the life skills 
that are needed to be great individuals and 
amazing leaders. We work on being asser-
tive with our feelings, setting boundaries and 
showing empathy and support,” Shamey said. 

In Journey, students work on setting goals 
to help them with their personal growth. 
Whether it be getting their grades up, or 
struggling with more personal issues, the 
group must be willing to work with and sup-

port them. A former Journey student shared 
their academic growth prior to the program, 
during the program and after the program.

“I went from having a 0.7 GPA before 
Journey. When I started the program, I went 
from a 1.8 to a 2.5 and kept working my 
way up. I’m now at a 3.8 and all of my bad 
habits, like not getting my homework done, 
I learned to improve,” a P-CEP sophomore 
said. Another P-CEP sophomore had a dif-
ferent experience grade-wise. 

“My grades didn’t go up as much as I 
wanted them to, but I’ve learned other ways 
to study and get homework completed and 
turned in on time.” 

To get accepted into the Journey program, 
students must get placed and/or recom-
mended by their middle school counsel-
ors. Seeing as there is only one teacher for 
Journey throughout the entire Park, a limited 
number of students are eligible to get in 
each year. “I was placed in Journey from my 
middle school counselor. I was really mad 
about it at first, but I think I’m dealing with it 
better now that I’ve met the cool kids in my 
group,” a P-CEP freshman said.

While learning all these new life lessons, 
students must hold up their end by keeping 
everything said in group discussions confi-

dential. If the confidentiality agreement is 
violated in any way, it results in an immedi-
ate removal from Journey. Shamey said that 
removal from Journey is very rare, and she 
has never had someone breach confidential-
ity directly. The confidentiality agreement 
is the first step in supporting the group as a 
whole. 

Many of the Park students feel as if their 
teachers go too fast in terms of teaching for 
them to understand. The Journey program 
is an ideal environment for students to catch 
up to their teachers.“Not everyone gets math 
or science at the teachers’ pace, and not all 
teachers care about how you feel about it. In 
Journey, you can do the work at your own 
pace because it helps you comprehend the 
information at your own speed,” a P-CEP 
sophomore said. 

Being able to work on yourself is the main 
concept of the Journey program. Taking the 
steps necessary to meet your goals, while 
being surrounded by people that support 
you, and learning new life skills is some-
thing everyone should be able to experience. 
“Journey is so much more than just a sup-
port group like everyone seems to think, it 
teaches you important life skills you will use 
as an adult,” a P-CEP sophomore said.

Journey program paves way to success
By Marissa Provine
Co Feature Editor

Being teenagers, there will 
always be things we definitely 
don’t want to hear. Adults don’t 
quite seem to understand the 
things we’re going through and 
the things we deal with every 
day. This is their wake-up call.

1. “When I was your age…” 
Listen, Mom. When you were 
my age, they had just discovered 
fire. Even if you’ve gone through 
similar things in the past, you are 
trained to think things through 
like a parent. Sorry!

2. “Just wait until you get 
into the real world.” Where 
do you think I’ve been living? 
Narnia? I know I’m not busting 
my butt in an office all day, but 
taking three AP classes is not 
exactly a walk in the park, either. 
My life is real enough as it is, 
filled with drama and responsi-
bilities. 

3. “You’re going to have to 
grow up eventually…” Alright, 
listen here, parents, I’m growing 
up whether you like it or not. I 
appreciate the support you give 
me, but sometimes you seem to 
forget that making mistakes is 

the best way for me to learn right 
from wrong. So take a seat and 
be patient!

4. “Listen to your 
Mom. She’s always 
right.” Wrong. Very 
wrong. There can be 
only one Yoda and it 
is not you.  Everyone 
else in the world has to 
be wrong sometimes. I 
know this may sound 
completely crazy, but 
we teenagers are a lot 
smarter than you give us 
credit for. Just give us a 
chance!

5. “Why not?” “Be-
cause I said so!” Good 
one, Mom. You should 
really consider being a 
lawyer. Does this actu-
ally seem like a logical 
explanation? What if 
you were to ask your 
boss something and he 
just went up to you and 
said “Because I said so?” 
I’m sure you wouldn’t be 
too happy about that.

6. “Are you okay?” 

“Yeah, I’m fine.” “Is something 
bothering you?” “No, nothing’s 
bothering me.” “Are you sure? 

Because you’re acting differ-
ent.” “Okay, now you’re bother-
ing me!” If I say I’m okay, then 

either there is nothing wrong 
with me, or I just don’t want to 
talk about it. If you have any 

common sense you 
will leave me alone.

7. “That’s what 
you’re wearing?” 
Obviously, this is 
what I’m wearing. 
Do you think I put 
this outfit on just 
to play dress up? I 
mean, is that really 
what you’re wear-
ing? Don’t judge 
my outfit if I don’t 
judge yours.

8. “How can 
you even find 
anything in your 
room?!” Well, it’s 
my room. I like my 
room. It has taken 
me my entire life 
to get my room 
the way I like it. I 
can find whatever 
I need to find. If 
I need that white 
blouse one day, 
I know it will be 
right where I left it 

— under that big pile of clothes 
in the far corner of the room. 

9. “Who are you texting?” 
“My friend.” “Your special 
friend?” “No.” “Your boy-
friend?” “Go away!” Who I text 
is highly classified information. 
If I have something I need you 
to know, take my word that I will 
tell you. If I’m just texting Nancy 
about what outfit to wear tomor-
row, then excuse me, but that is 
none of your concern.

10. “We need to talk…” 
Just talk already! Don’t start off 
our conversation by saying that 
we need to talk. We’re already 
talking! Don’t torture me with 
the warning then make me 
freak out, worrying about what 
I might possibly need to defend. 
Just talk!

No matter what kind of par-
ents we have, they will be saying 
things that we don’t necessarily 
want to hear. Let’s just try and 
make the best of it.

Top 10 things teenagers hate to hear
By Marissa Provine
Co Feature Editor

Illustration by Angelica Tao

Focusing the light on a 
positive outlook

By Michelle Burke
Staff Writer

Sami King, a Salem senior, has always been interested in art. But it 
wasn’t until her sophomore year that she found her calling in metals. 

“I’ve done every other art medium and I never really clicked with 
any until metals,” she said. King took 
Metals her sophomore year, Advanced 
Metals junior year, and this year she is 
doing independent study for metals. 
Now, King makes all kinds of jewelry 
including necklace charms, key chains, 
and most importantly, rings. 

“In an average week I make four to 
five rings,” she said. Most of her supplies, 
stones and metals, come from Armstrong 
Tools and Supplies in Livonia. Her fa-
vorite metal to use is silver, but it can be 
expensive. “I also like copper; it’s a pretty 
orange and cheaper.” King said.

Occasionally, she buys stones at Earth 
Lore in downtown Plymouth. “I would 
like them to sell some of my stuff because 
I use their stones and everything,” she 
said. Speaking of selling her rings, King 

plans on setting up an Etsy shop soon. Etsy is a website where people 
sell their art, crafts, and even clothing. It’s like Pintrest but you can 
actually buy things. 

“People ask me all the time for rings, 
so for my Etsy shop I’ll have an inven-
tory so people can pre-order rings.” King 
said. This summer, King wants to look 
into setting up a booth for the annual 
Plymouth Art Fair. 

For inspiration, King looks at a vari-
ety of artists. “In Advanced Metals, we 
study a different artist every week and 
do a style inspired by that artist.” King 
said. “It helps to learn new styles and art 
forms.” King said.

While King loves making rings, she 
is always looking ahead. “I want to learn 
how to weld because I want to make big-
ger things.” King said. 

Sami King: ringmaster
By Sydney Ortiz

Staff Writer

People dream of finding that special someone; well what does that 
really require? Students around the Park gave their own opinions on 
what that entails.

Nicole Doucet, Canton sophomore, said she wanted “someone 
who will hold me while I cry over my grades.” 

Salem senior Leah Beach said, “A person you date should bring 
out the best in you. They understand you’re not perfect, but love you 
anyway. Your imperfections are perfect to them.” 

Acceptance is always a big part of any relationship; one should try 
to avoid changing their partner unless someone is getting hurt from 
what they’re doing. 

Chloe Desselles, Plymouth sophomore, said she likes to “look at 
the small things. How he holds my hand, tells me good morning and 

night, or just compliments me.” 
In a relationship little things like that are key. It’s a way of saying “I 

love you” even without the words leaving your mouth. 
Andy Kurili, Salem senior, said that “Your partner needs to be 

more than ‘someone’ you get along with. No one can find someone 
who won’t annoy you ever. The trick is to find someone who simulta-
neously needs you in their life and doesn’t find their whole identity in 
you. They’re an asset to your life, not an extra appendage.”  

A lot of times people get so wrapped up in a relationship and they 
forget that they’re an individual; never lose yourself in a relationship, 
because it’s you they fell in love with.

Matt Brown, Salem junior, also said that he wanted “someone who 
you look forward to seeing, where the highlight of your day is seeing 

them. Someone who you have fun with, no matter what you’re doing 
with them, and someone who likes you for you, and you feel com-
fortable telling them anything.”  

Having fun and trusting your partner are also extremely impor-
tant. Someone you love is not someone you want; it’s someone you 
need with all your being.

Dylan Creekmore, Salem junior, said he wanted “a person who 
likes to smile.” People generally like positive energy in their relation-
ships, and a good smile will make everyone around you cheer up a 
little bit. A smile can even convey thoughts, like “I’m happy to see 
you.”

Relationships are never easy, but with these things to look for, Mr. 
or Ms. Right may be right around the corner. 

Special someone requirements: what do they need to do make you fall ‘head over heels’ in love?
By Abby Desselles

Co-Business Manager

In today’s world, there are so many bad things occuring that we 
shine the light on, but what about positive events? We can’t forget 
the good that comes with the bad.  

I know when I read the story in our last issue, about Evan Parker, 
Salem senior, who won homecoming king, I couldn’t help but smile 
while reading about the happiness he experienced.

Don’t get me wrong, we should broadcast bad events that occur 
so hopefully we can fix, or make good of the bad, but our focus on 
the world should be a positive outlook.

When asked, “What made you happy in the past few weeks?” I 
received some heartwarming responses from Park students. 

“I was at work and this older lady was there and she didn’t really 
know what she wanted and I gave her options and talked to her,” 
said Amy Dalton, Canton senior. “A week later she emailed corpo-
rate and told them that she was having a bad day and her husband 
just passed away and I made her life brighter.”

“I’m always happy to just get on the field on Sundays and play 
lacrosse with my favorite people in the world,” said Leah Tardiff, 
Salem sophomore. “Like, it’s the highlight of my week because I 
laugh a lot and it takes me away from school and I love the friends 
and the sport to death.”

“I got accepted to college,” said Kevin Anthony, Plymouth senior. 
Anthony was accepted into Michigan Tech, Western Michigan and 
Michigan State.

“This boy I really like asked me out,” said Mikaela Berg, Salem 
junior. 

“Food,” Andra Cristiu, Plymouth senior said. Cristiu is appreci-
ating the little things in life. 

Happiness and joyfulness are abstract and are perceived differ-
ently for everyone. The goal of this is to make you think of what has 
made you happy in the past few weeks, think of everything that has 
made you so incredibly happy you can’t stop smiling.

Simplicity behind kindness can produce happiness, holding the 
door for someone or sitting with someone who is eating alone at 
lunch; who knows, that simple act can make their day. Let’s make 
this contagious. Have a happy day, P-CEP. 
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Reviews with Ryan      

Southern rapper Killer Mike and New York rapper and producer 
El-P have teamed up once again to form the dynamic rap duo of 
“Run the Jewels.”

The pair first collaborated on Killer Mike’s album, R.A.P. Music, 
in 2012, which featured production from El-P across the whole al-
bum. They continued work together in 2013 as “Run the Jewels,” and 
released their self-titled debut album in June of that year.

“Run the Jewels” sparked a lot of positive response from critics 
and fans. 

It was different from anything else being released at the time. The 
production and rapping were hard-hitting, gritty and unforgiving. 
So Killer Mike and El-P made the right decision in riding their suc-
cess to another release a little over a year later with “Run the Jewels 
2.”

The problem with artists who make experimental or out-of-the-
box albums is that they usually cannot follow up with anything as 
creative or different. But for “Run the Jewels,” this does not apply.

“Run the Jewels 2” has even more grimy production and explicit 
lyricism than the first album did. El-P has stepped up his produc-
tion in a way that most people didn’t think he could; with heavy bass 
lines and synthesizers, electronic samples and crisp drums. 

Killer Mike has stepped up his aggression, which he shows in the 
opening track “Jeopardy,” where he can be heard screaming about 
“history bein’ made.”

This album is forceful and unapologetic all the way through. Each 
track feels like Run the Jewels. They have managed to stay true to 
their style without giving in to mediocre consistency.

There are not very many low points in the album. The song “Love 
Again (Akinyele Back)” gets a little repetitive and the chorus is 
pretty raunchy, but it’s nothing to get upset about. Everything else 
about this LP is very solid. The instrumentals are far above average 
and very original. The lyrics don’t always live up to the beats, but 
are still an improvement from the last album and are pretty funny at 
times.

The stand-out tracks on this album are “Lie, Cheat, Steal,” “Early,” 
“Crown (ft. Diane Coffee),” and “Blockbuster Night, Pt. 1.” However, 
every song is above average and the album is very solid as a whole.

If you are easily offended or don’t like explicit lyrics, you may 
want to skip “Run the Jewels 2.” I do recommend this project to 
anybody who is a fan of rap music, and if you are willing to give 
something different a chance, this is the perfect album for you.

Weezer goes back to their roots with a reminiscent album that 
has a 90s rock feel. After four years without releasing a studio album, 
the American rock/alternative band has put out a nostalgic project 
celebrating where they came from with “Everything Will Be Alright 
in the End.”

Weezer first entered the scene with their debut self-titled album 
in 1994, including hits like “My Name Is Jonas,” “Buddy Holly,” and 
“Say It Ain’t So.” Since then, the band has put together another eight 
studio albums, and they are still going strong.

It’s obvious that front man Rivers Cuomo and the band are trying 
to get back to their 90s sound in this album. They have the help of 
the same producer from their first release, Ric Ocasek on this project, 
and even have a song called “Back to the Shack.”

But what is so interesting about Weezer? It’s the fact that every-
body knows of them, but they don’t really know them. Weezer is that 
band that is never really in the lime light, but is consistent rather than 
a hit-or-miss. Cuomo just seems like a nice guy which is a refreshing 
change for the current music industry.

“Everything Will Be Alright in the End” is an upbeat, happy 
record for the most part. The instrumentation is always positive, even 
in the song “Ain’t Got Nobody” where Cuomo says “ain’t got nobody 
to really love me.”

The overall message of this album is to calm down and stop wor-
rying, hence the name “Everything Will Be Alright in the End.” In 
today’s society, where we are constantly caught up in our troubles and 
stressed out about our daily routines, this is a good lesson for every-
one to just relax a little bit.

Although this album is good as a whole, some of these songs can-
not stand on their own. Tracks like “Cleopatra,” “Da Vinci,” and “I. 
The Waste Land” seem to get lost in the rest of the album, and they 
really sound like filler tracks.

However, this project has some tracks that stand out, such as “Ain’t 
Got Nobody,” Lonely Girl,” and “Eulogy For a Rock Band.” These 
songs bring out Weezer’s sheer creativity and ability to rock out. 
There are also two songs on this album that do not have any vocals, 
which shows how well this album was produced.

“Everything Will Be Alright in the End” is a solid rock album 
from a solid rock band. I wouldn’t recommend it if you are not usu-
ally a fan of alternative or soft rock. However, if you like Weezer, this 
album is worth your time.

Score: 6.5/10

Maryland rapper and self proclaimed “Young Sinatra,” Logic, has 
finally put out his first studio album, “Under Pressure,” through Def 
Jam Recordings. 

Logic has been making music for years, and has released four mix 
tapes since 2010. He has recorded over 1700 songs in his life, but only 
about 150 have been officially released.

His first few projects generated some buzz and caught the atten-
tion of Visionary Music Group, who quickly signed him. The XXL 
magazine also noticed Logic, and listed him as an up and coming 
artist in 2013.

Logic is known as a lyrical rapper; someone who has the sound, 
and the words to back it up. His tone and delivery are far above many 
other modern rappers. So it’s easy to see how his debut album should 
live up to the hype, right? In this case, it does.

Many people have never heard of Logic before this album. They 
will be surprised at the wordplay, flow, and concept of “Under Pres-
sure,” and most likely will be left wanting more. For some people 
Logic might be an acquired taste because his sound doesn’t imme-
diately jump out and blow you away. But if you sit down and listen 
closely, you will notice the subtle poetic devices and the deeper mean-
ing in the album.

“Under Pressure” is a very cohesive project; it showcases Logic as 
an artist while giving background on things such as his life growing 
up, his hometown, and his family. He even makes the analogy of a girl 
named “Nikki,” representing his addiction to nicotine.

Nowadays, if any artist is lyrical or conceptual they are immediate-
ly compared to Nas, Kendrick Lamar, and other stand out artists. But 
if you have never heard Logic before, it’s a good idea to try to keep the 
comparisons to a minimum. Seeing how he stacks up against other 
great artists will not make his music any more enjoyable, and Logic 
should be seen as a solid stand-alone artist.

Some of the more impactful songs on “Under Pressure” include 
“Under Pressure,” “I’m Gone,” “Alright (feat. Big Sean),” and “Gang 
Related.” With that being said, the entire album is very solid and most 
tracks can stand on their own.

The only song that doesn’t fit on the album is “Now,” a banger that 
just doesn’t seem to go with Logic’s style. However, it is a bonus track; 
so you can’t be too hard on him for it.

“Under Pressure” is great album for any hip hop fan. Even if you 
don’t know anything about Logic, I still recommend you pick this up. 
The story-telling and talent showcased in this album are very admi-
rable, especially for an artist’s debut album.

Score: 8/10

Run the Jewels:
 Run the Jewels 2

Weezer:
 Everything Will Be Alright in the End

Logic:
Under Pressure

By Ryan Morelli
Staff Writer

Ebola: myth and fact
By Ryann Castleman

Managing Editor

It’s like H1N1, but worse. People are literally drinking hand sanitizer and HAZMAT suits have become the latest fashion trend. But what is the actual risk of Ebola? Before you race out to buy that super-chic pink 
quarantine bubble, take a look at the facts as published by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Myth Fact
1. “You can catch Ebola if someone coughs or sneezes on you.” 1. Ebola is not an airborne virus, which means you can’t catch it from a sneeze or cough. Ebola is only 

spread through direct exchanging of bodily fluids. There is no evidence to support that Ebola can be 
transmitted through the air.

2. “Ebola will mutate and become more contagious/undetectable.” 2. While viruses can mutate, there has been no proof that Ebola has or will. Through observation over the 
past 40 years, there has been no detectable change in the Ebola virus. Actually, no virus has ever changed 
significantly enough to become undetectable or airborne.

3. “Ebola is the most contagious virus we’ve seen.” 3. The seasonal flu, the SARS outbreak from 2003, measles, and HIV are all examples of diseases and 
viruses that are more contagious than Ebola. For every one person that contracts Ebola, they will give it to 
a maximum of two. For every one person infected with measles, they will pass it on to 18 others.

4. “Everyone needs their own HAZMAT suit.” 4. If you’re not in direct contact with an infected patient, you don’t need a HAZMAT suit. The suit can 
only protect a person from bodily fluids, and unless you’ve be kissing an Ebola patient, you don’t need 

5. “Ebola will make you bleed to death.” 5. Statistically, more than half of the patients don’t bleed at all. They suffer from other causes, like resper-
tory distress and internal organ failure.

6. “You can catch Ebola from dogs.” 6. There was no real reason for the Spanish nurse’s dog to be put down, according to the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. It’s possible that dogs can catch Ebola, but scientists aren’t sure what 
will happen then.

7. “You could have Ebola and not even know it.” 7. A person can only be contagious with Ebola if they show symptoms. It takes between 2-21 days for the 
infection to start showing. Symptoms include fever, sore throat, muscle and joint pain, headache, and 
intense weakness.

Unrealistically bad puns vol. 2
In this installment of facepalm-worthy, dry humored jokes, we decided to 
give you something to be thankful for: being that you only have to read 
these once a month. 

•     How often do Chemistry teachers make jokes about the elements? 
Periodically. Marvin Lopez, Salem freshman

•     What happens when a frog parks illegally? He gets toad.
•     Why did the taxidermy turkey pass on seconds? He was stuffed.
•     Two olives are on a table. One falls off of the table, and the second one asks him “Are you okay?” The 
one who fell replies, “Yeah, olive.” Amanda Bruin, Canton senior.
•     I don’t understand why people keep broken pencils. Writing with them is just pointless.
•     Why did the turkey join the rock band? He had the drumsticks.
•     I was going to buy a book on phobias, but I was afraid that it wouldn’t help me

•     What did the father turkey say to his misbehaving daughter? “If your mother could see you now, she’d 
turn over in her gravy.”
•     I’m glad I picked up sign language, it comes in handy.
•     I relish the fact that you’ve mustard the strength to ketchup to me.
•     Did you hear about the guy who invented the door knocker? He won a Nobell prize.
•     An astronaut broke the law of gravity. He got a suspended sentence.
•     Airplane pilots have many friends in high places.
•     I was kicked out of math class, I had one too many infractions.
•     I had a friend who put his name on his neck, so he could have collar ID.
•     I bet if towels could tell jokes, they’d have a really dry sense of humor.
 
     Have a pun of your own? Send it to us! You could be in the next issue. Email Nick and Eric at pcepper-
spective@pccsk12.com and submit your puns.
      Stay punny, P-CEP.

By Nick Blandford & Eric Borg
Online Editor & Staff Writer
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Note our new Address.

6000 N. Sheldon Rd.
Canton, MI 48187
(734) 207-7930

SAVE $95 WHEN YOU
CALL BEFORE
12/31/2014

Accredited by

 Park Players Theatre Company
presents

November 14-15 & 21-22
7:00 p.m.

Gloria Logan Auditorium
Salem High School

Dancing at Lughnasa

The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare 

(abridged)
December 5-6 &12-13

7:00 p.m.
DuBois Little Theatre

Canton High School

Tickets: 
$10
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