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Nursing Studies
Aim:
The Nursing Studies Course is aimed at students who wish to enter nursing in Ireland, UK or
Scotland. There is a strong emphasis on Nursing theory and Practice. Students are prepared for
further study or employment in the caring field. Work experience is provided in hospitals, nursing
homes and special needs placement. This course is delivered by a qualified Nursing Tutor.

Award
QQI Level 5 – Certificate in Nursing Studies 5M4349
Course Content
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Nursing Theory and Practice
• Care Skills
• Human Growth and Development
• Communications
• Work Experience
• Care of the Older Person
• Care Support
• Word Processing
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Healthcare Support
Aim:

The role of the Healthcare Assistant is to support the existing staff in a hospital, nursing home
or community in the practical care and welfare of patients. Healthcare Assistants are becoming
a vital part of the care team in the new structuring of Healthcare Education and Training. This
course provides a qualification in care skills which will greatly enhance your chances of gaining
employment as a Healthcare Assistant. Holders of this award may also apply for degree courses
in Social Science or Social Care in many Universities and Institutes of Technology. This course is
delivered by a qualified Nursing Tutor.

Award
Certificate in Healthcare Support 5M4339 - QQI Level 5
Course Content
• Care Support
• Safety and Health and Work
• Care Skills
• Communications
• Work Experience
• Nursing Theory and Practice
• Care of the Older Person
• Word Processing
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Childcare with Special Needs
Aim:
This course is delivered by a qualified Childcare tutor. This is a certificate programme leading to a
nationally recognised qualification in the field of childcare. The course is ideally suited to those who
wish to work with children in early years childcare and education settings as well as supporting
children with disabilities.

Award
Early Childcare Care and Education 5M2009 - QQI Level 5
Course Content
• Child Development
• Early Care and Education Practice
• Early Childhood Education and Play
• Child Health and Well Being
• Special Needs Assisting
• Communications
• Work Experience
• Word Processing
• Occupational First Aid
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Advanced Certificate in Supervision in
Childcare (with special needs)
Aim:
This is an advanced course designed to suit participants with previous childcare training. It will build
on and enhance the knowledge and skills already gained. It will equip the learner with the skills and
expertise to work to Supervisory/Management level in a wide range of settings including Nurseries,
Crèches, Pre-schools, Day care centres and in Primary Schools as Special Needs Assistants. Graduates
may also work in centres which cater for children with special needs. This course will meet the needs
of the growing childcare provision in Ireland and the new legislation requirements.

Award
Early Childhood Care and Education 6M2007 - QQI Level 6
Course Content
• Child Development
• Early Childhood Curriculum
• Childhood Social, Legal and Health Studies • Supervision in Early Childhood Care
• Communications
• Disability Awareness
• Work Experience
• Equality and Diversity in Childcare
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Computerised Office Skills/Medical Secretary
Aim
This one year course is designed for students who wish to pursue a career in business, accounts,
payroll, or medical administration. It is designed to prepare people for employment as secretaries in
medical, commercial and industrial companies as well as in the public service.
This course is ideal for students wishing to achieve a high level of proficiency in secretarial and
administration skills.

Award
Office Administration 5M1997 - QQI Level 5
Course Content
• Business Administration Skills
• Word Processing
• Work Experience
• Spreadsheets Methods

•
•
•
•

Bookkeeping Manual and Computerised
Communications
Payroll Manual and Computerised
Medical Terminology
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Administration
Aim:

This QQI level 6 course is designed to advance existing skills of students who have completed a
Business Level 5 course. The course will provide the learner with a high level of knowledge, skill
and competence in office administration. On completion of this course students can progress to year
2 of the following programmes at GMIT:
• Bachelor of Business & Information Systems
• Bachelor of Business.

Award
Administration 6M5013 - QQI Level 6
Course Content
• Administration Practice
• Customer Service
• Audio Transcription
• Word Processing

•
•
•
•
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Book-keeping Manual and Computerised
Work Experience
Spreadsheets
Module Communications

Animal Care/Veterinary Assistant
Aim
Designed to meet the needs of learners to wish to work in the animal care industry or to progress
to further education. (Bachelor of Science in Veterinary Nursing – Athlone IT) Practical instruction
and work experience form an important part of this course. Learners may secure employment in a
range of industries involved within the caring and treatment of animals and in veterinary practices.
Sections of this course are delivered by a Veterinary Surgeon.

Award:
Animal Care 5M2768 QQI Level 5
Course Content:
• Animal Anatomy and Physiology
• Communications
• Health & Safety
• Biology

•
•
•
•

Animal Welfare
Work Experience
Word Processing
Veterinary Assisting Skills
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Retail Practice
Aim:
Provides students with comprehensive overview of the theory and practice of the retail sector.
The course content is designed to equip learners with relevant knowledge and experience to work
within the retail and business environments, as well as preparing learners for further study in
related areas.

Award:
Retail Practice 5M2105 - QQI Level 5
Course Content
• Book Keeping - Manual and Computerised
• Customer Service
• Retail Administration
• Payroll - Manual and Computerised

•
•
•
•

Communications
Work Experience
Spreadsheet Methods
Word Processing

•
•
•
•

Payroll - Manual and Computerised (Sage)
Bookkeeping - Manual and Computerised
Customer Service
Work Experience
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Tourism with Business
Award:

Tourism with Business 5M5011 - QQI Level 5
Course Content
• Tourism Principles and Practice
• Tourism Information and Administration
• Word Processing
• Spreadsheets

Aim:
Provides students with the skills and certification required for working in the tourism and travel
industry. It will develop the learner’s knowledge and understanding of the tourism industry and in
addition students will also complete the business modules as listed which will prepare learners for
employment and further training and education in the tourism field or related areas.
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Testimonials
“My experience of attending a QQI Level 5 Business and Computers Post Leaving Certificate course
in Gairmscoil Mhuire, Athenry Co Galway has been challenging and rewarding. The level of support
and facilities provided by the tutors is outstanding and encouraging to the mature student like me
returning to education, which at times can be daunting. I have found the course content extremely
interesting and have enjoyed completing the many assignments. I now feel my horizons have been
broadened and look forward to the opportunity of a new career.”
– Melanie Gore
“Saw the Healthcare Support course advertised in my local newspaper, applied and found it
excellent. It covered both the theory and practical elements and the Work Experience programme
complimented them. I received great support from my tutors and built up great friendships with
fellow students. Following this course I was offered full time employment as a Care Assistant.
My year as a student was one of the happiest and fulfilling in my life. I can truly say that I have
found my ‘vocation’ in life.”
– Sarah Kenny
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“Without having completed the Childcare course I would not have been able to fulfil my goal
in becoming the manager of a childcare centre. The standard of tuition and support I received
throughout this course was invaluable and even today I am still guided and mentored by the class
tutor to continuously improve myself and deliver childcare to the highest standard.”
– Gillian Murphy
“Never too Late” A wise person once said to me“ it’s never too late to follow your dreams“
so when I got the opportunity to study Childcare in Athenry College of Further Education, I
grasped it with open arms. With the tremendous help of our Tutors who always went that
extra mile to ensure our success, I got my exams and I am now working in a local national
school as a Special Needs Assistant.”
– Cathy Hickey
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Clarin College
ATHENRY COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION

APPLICATION FORM
First Name: ................................................................

Surname:.........................................................

Mothers Maiden Name: ..........................................................................................................................
Address: ...................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................

PROOF

..................................................................................................................................................................
Gender:

M

☐



F

☐

Nationality: ........................................................................

Date of Birth: ...........................................................

PPS No.: ...........................................................

Contact No.: .............................................................

Mobile: ............................................................

Course Applying for:
1. ...............................................................................................................................................................
2. ...............................................................................................................................................................

Education Details:

Please cut along here

School: .....................................................................................................................................................
Examinations taken: .................................................................................................................................

9

Work Experience:
...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................
Reasons why you have chosen this course:
...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................

PROOF

...................................................................................................................................................................
Please tick the appropriate box to indicate your status on the year of application
Attending School
Unemployed

☐

☐

Third Level

☐

Left School

If so: Unemployed less than 1 year

☐

☐

Working

☐

Unemployed more than 1 year

I consent to the transmission of my personal data to SOLAS for statistical purposes
Signature: ...................................................................

Ireland’s EU Structural Funds
Programmes 2007 - 2013
EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND
“Investing in Your Future”
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☐☐

Date: ................................................................

Funded by the Irish Government and supported by the European Union

Co-funded by the Irish Government
and the European Union

☐
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Entry Requirements For All Courses
Applicants must have completed the Leaving Certificate, Leaving Certificate Applied or its
equivalent, unless otherwise stated. For Mature applicants, previous work experience can be
used to gain entry.
SUITABLE FOR
• Those who wish to up-skill to re-enter the labour market.
• Those who wish to access Third Level Education via a QQI award.
• Experienced mature persons seeking a formal qualification.
DURATION
All courses run from September to May.

PROOF

TUITION
Tuition is FREE on all courses and students will be required to pay a registration fee.

MAINTENANCE GRANTS
Applicants are entitled to apply for Maintenance Grants through SUSI or for the Back to
Education Allowance. For more information contact your local Intreo office.
CERTIFICATION
• All courses are certified by QQI Level 5 or Level 6.
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