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Author’s Purpose Guide 
Read the purpose of each kind of writing below. Discuss things you have read that are similar. 
Write another example in the last box on each row.

	Student	Page	1

Purpose

To Entertain
Authors write some books 
to entertain us. These books 
usually have characters, a 
setting, problem, and solution.

To Inform
Authors write some books 
to give us facts. History 
books give us facts about 
the past. 

To Describe
Authors write to get readers 
to imagine or picture 
something. 

To Persuade
Sometimes authors write to 
get us to do or think  
something. Ads for stores 
try to get us to buy  
something. 

To Explain How
Authors write some books 
to explain how to do  
something. A cookbook tells 
how to cook things. 

Examples

a storybook

a history book

a travel magazine

an ad for a store

a cookbook

More Examples

What other writing entertains us? 
a comic book

What other writing informs us? 
a newspaper article

What other writing describes something? 
a field guide for birds or wildflowers

What other writing persuades us? 
a political ad

What other writing explains how? 
a drawing book
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Decide the Purpose
Read each paragraph of the passage. Write the important details from each paragraph. Then write the 
author’s purpose in the last box. Include one of the Purpose Words in your answer.

 Join the war on junk food! Foods 
with extra fat and sugar are making 
Americans unhealthy. We need to 
take action. Say no to cookies and 
other sweet snacks. Eating right will 
make you look and feel good! 

 Once you change your snack 
choices, work on eating better at 
lunch and supper. Cut back on meals 
that are high in salt and fat. Make 
choices that put more fruits and 
vegetables on your plate. 

 Stores make a lot of money  
selling junk food. Let’s stop buying 
it. If no one buys it, businesses will 
sell more healthful foods instead. 
That will make it easier for us all to 
eat right!

1. The author tells readers 
to join the war on junk food.
to say no to sweets.
Eating right makes you look and 
feel good.

2. The author tells readers 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

3. The author tells readers 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

 Change the way you eat today and 
start getting healthy. Buy meals that 
are good for you. Choose snacks that 
have whole grains, fruits, and nuts. 
Help make America healthy!

4. The author tells readers 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

      Purpose Words
entertain  persuade   inform    
describe explain how

5. The author wrote this passage to  ____________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________.
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Guess My Purpose 

ATTENTION, STUDENTS!
We	have	a	new	bike rack	

at	the	back	of	the	school.	If	
you	ride	your	bike	to	school,	
please	put	it	in	the	rack.	Put	
a	lock on	your	bike.	This	will	

keep	your	bike	safe.

	 The	Zimnots	were	in		
trouble.	Something	was	
wrong	with	their	spaceship.	
They	started	to	get	into	a	
small	ship.	They	would	try	
to	go	home	in	it.
	 “Wait!”	said	the		
captain.	“I	think	I	know	
how	to	fix	the	spaceship!”

Dear Diary,
Today I hiked to a nice place. 
There was a deep, blue lake 
with tall trees all around it. 
Fish were swimming in the 
water. Pretty flowers were 
everywhere. It was beautiful!

bike rack

lake 

fish

spaceship 

Picture Glossary

captain

lock

hiked

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.
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Guess My Purpose

Word Study

bike rack 			a	place	to	
park	bikes	and	lock	
them	up

lock 			something	small	
and	strong	that	must	
be	opened	with	a	key	or	
secret	numbers

spaceship					a	big	ship	
that	can	fly	through	
space

enemies					people	who	
are	fighting	against	each	
other	

crew 			people	who	
work	together	to	run	
something

emergencies			very	bad	
problems

captain 		the	leader	on	
a	ship

awesome 			great

ATTENTION, STUDENTS!
To	keep	your	bicycles	safe,	we	
have	a	new bike rack. It	is	at	
the	back	of	the	school.	If	you	

ride	your	bike	to	school,	please	
put	it	in	the	rack.		

Make	sure	to	put	a	lock 
on	your	bike.

	 The	Zimnots	were	in		
trouble.	Something	was	
wrong	with	their	spaceship.	
Their	enemies	were	chasing	
them,	too!	The	crew started	
to	get	into	the	small	ship	
they	had	for	emergencies.
	 “Wait!”	said	the	captain.	
“I	have	an	idea.	It	might	save	
us!”

Dear Diary,

Today I hiked to a nice place. There 
was a deep, blue lake with tall pine 
trees all around it. Big fish were 
swimming in the water. Red and 
yellow flowers were everywhere. It 
was awesome!

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.
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Guess My Purpose

Dear Committee Members,
I am writing to recommend Lance Simms for the Man of the Year 
award. I think you should choose Lance for this award because he 
has helped our community so much. He has been a Scout leader, a 
soccer coach, and a volunteer fireman.

ATTENTION, STUDENTS!
In	order	to	protect	your	bicycles,	we	have		

installed	bike	racks	at	the	back	of	the	school.	
If	you	ride	your	bike	to	school,	please	leave	it	

chained	and	locked	in	the	bike	racks.

	 The	Zimnots	were	in	trouble.	Their	
spacecraft	was	running	out	of	power,	and	the	
enemy	fleet	was	gaining	on	them	fast.	The	
crew	prepared	to	board	the	small	emergency	
craft.
	 “Wait!”	said	the	captain.	“I	have	an	idea	
that	just	might	save	us!”

Dear	Diary,
Today	I	hiked	up	to	the	most	beautiful	
place	ever!	I	looked	into	a	deep,	blue	lake	
and	saw	the	reflection	of	puffy	white	
clouds.	Spotted	trout	swam	in	the	sparkling	
water.	All	around	me	were	colorful	
wildflowers	and	tall	pine	trees.	It	was	
awesome!

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.

My purpose in writing is to

_______________________.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE • LEVEL 3 Copyright © 2010 istation® All rights reserved.                  www.istation.com

Non-transferable license:
ref: 10/4/2016-13859412


