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AGENDA BILL 
 

Colfax City Council 
Colfax, Washington 

 
SUBJECT: Draft 2015 Legislative Agenda FOR AGENDA OF: 12-1-2014 BILL NO: 14-35 

 
Mayor’s Approval:   
 
DEPARTMENT OF ORIGIN: Administration 
 
DATE SUBMITTED:   11/26/2014 

 
CLEARANCES: City Admin       _______ 

City Clerk         _______ 
Treasurer         _______        
 

  
 

PROCEEDING: DISCUSSION 
 

EXHIBITS: 1.  Draft 2015 Legislative 
Agenda 

2. Draft Capital Projects Flier 
3. AWC Operation Strong 

Cities Pocket Guide 
        

BUDGET IMPACT 
 

EXPENDITURE 
REQUIRED   $0.00 

AMOUNT 
BUDGETED    $0.00 

APPROPRIATION 
REQUIRED $0.00 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Discuss draft 2015 Legislative Agenda and Capital Projects Flier.  
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: 
On October 23rd, 2014 Mayor Vanek and Administrator Rizzitiello attended a Operation Strong Cities 
meeting in Spokane organized by the Association of Washington Cities (AWC). Operation Strong Cities 
is an initiative by AWC to mobilize city officials to engage state legislators about issues affecting local 
governments. This is an effort to prevent the erosion of the historic partnership between the State of 
Washington and its local governments. AWC suggested developing a legislative agenda to clearly 
communicate local needs to legislators.  
 
INFORMATION FOR CONSIDERATION: 
The draft legislative agenda was derived by Mayor Vanek, Administrator Rizzitiello, and 
department heads. The City Council should try to pass a legislative agenda by the next City 
Council meeting (December 15th, 2014) since the 2015 State of Washington legislative session 
begins on January 12th, 2015 and goes until April 27th, 2015. The legislative agenda will be used 
by Mayor Vanek and Administrator Rizzitiello to convey city needs to the appropriate legislators 
representing the area.  

 



 

 

 

Legislative Agenda-2015 

Priorities 

Enact a comprehensive Transportation Package 

 

 

 

 

 

Protect/restore key revenues critical to City 

Operating and Capital Needs 

 

 

 

 

 

Cease raids on infrastructure funds  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End Unfunded Mandates 

 

 

The state is faced with insufficient 

funding for maintenance and 

preservation of existing 

transportation infrastructure. 

Colfax urges the State Legislature 

to enact a comprehensive 

transportation investment 

package. A top priority must be 

the modernization of the SR 26 

and US 195 intersection.  

Colfax will strongly support 

coalition efforts by cities, 

counties, and others to restore 

key revenues (i.e. liquor 

distribution excise tax that are 

critical to helping local 

governments provide services and 

keep up with infrastructure 

needs.  

The legislative priorities are formatted and framed first by general 

principles that promote the Council’s goals and protect the city’s ability to 

provide basic municipal services to its citizens. The legislative priorities and 

key issue statements align with these principles.  

 

The state’s commitment to 

investing in public infrastructure 

needs to be renewed. Our 

infrastructure is aging and cities 

can’t keep up with increasing 

demands without the strong 

partnership with the state and 

federal government. We need 

programs like the Public Works 

Trust Fund, Centennial Clean 

Water Fund, and the Model 

Toxics Control Account.   

 

 

Colfax has limited resources. 

Without accompanying funding 

sources the City cannot sustain 

the additional expense of 

unfunded mandates (i.e.  Palouse 

River maintenance).  

Key Issues 

Economic Development/Infrastructure 

 SUPPORT—Provide additional economic development and infrastructure investment tools for 

cities. 

 SUPPORT—Protect key infrastructure programs within the Capital Budget. 

Fiscal/Personnel Items 

 SUPPORT—Promote efficiencies to help relieve or reduce cost burdens on local governments. 

 OPPOSE—Unfunded mandates and actions that erode or eliminate local government 

.revenues or add to local costs. 

 OPPOSE—Efforts to centralize all business licensing and B&O tax collection at the state level. 

 SUPPORT—Reforms to better manage personnel and labor costs. 

 SUPPORT—Distribution of funding to local governments that the state will receive from voter-

passed initiatives that impact public safety (i.e. Initiative 1183 and Initiative 502).  

General Government 

 SUPPORT—Liability Reform. 

 OPPOSE—Pre-emption or removal of local franchising authority. 

 SUPPORT—Update the Public Records Act to focus on transparency vs. overly burdensome 

requests.  

Land-Use/Planning 

 SUPPORT—Restoring GMA Planning Grants. 

 SUPPORT—Protecting funding human services, housing, mental health, etc.  

 SUPPORT—Streamlining of permitting and annexation processes in current law. 

Law Enforcement 

 SUPPORT—Protecting funding for auto theft prevention; Registered Sex Offender address 

verification, Basic Law Enforcement Academy (BLEA) training, etc.  

 SUPPORT—Retaining authority to enter into inter-local agreements for jail-space. 

arrangements that are cost-effective, flexible, and convenient in terms of location.  

Water/Water Resources/Stormwater 

 SUPPORT—Stormwater Funding 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

Capital Projects 

Schmuck Park 

 

City of Colfax Project Map 

 

State Route 26 Spur Bridge 

 

 

1. State Route 26 Spur Bridge 

 

2. State Route 272 

 

 

3. Schmuck Park Remodel  

 

 

 

4. Port of Whitman Airport Industrial Park 

 

For more information:  

Mayor G. Todd Vanek, (509)-288-0826, colfaxwa@gmail.com  

Mike Rizzitiello, City Administrator, (509)-397-3861, mrizzitiello@ci.colfax.wa.us  

The State Route 26 & US Highway 195 intersection marks the 

north entrance into the city. Over 10,000 vehicles per day 

traverse the intersection. The bizarre configuration of has 

caused many collisions and near misses over the years. The 

bridges are too narrow to safely accommodate freight and 

pedestrian traffic. This detrimentally affects interstate commerce 

and our local business community. The city would like to see 

this intersection turned into a round-a-bout with one bridge over 

the Palouse River. The estimated cost of this project is $7 

million dollars.  

Schmuck Park serves as the crown jewel of the city’s park 

system. Unfortunately the facilities at the park are aging.  In fact, 

over the last few years the city has lost several opportunities to 

host regional high school track meets due to the condition of the 

track. The City is working with the School District and citizens to 

raise money to remodel park facilities in a partnership called the 

“C-Town Project.” More funding partners are needed. This 

project would entail a track rebuild, football field resurface, new 

restroom, electrical upgrade, football field lights, a stage, and 

more picnic tables. The total project cost is estimated to be 

$747,000.  The community pool is also in dire need of 

replacement as it was constructed in the 1960’s. The pool 

replacement is estimated to cost $5 million dollars. 

State Route 272 acts as the eastern access point to the City. In 

Winter 2014 WSDOT installed an undersized culvert and loose 

rocks.  When winter storms hit the area, the culvert  became 

inundated with water and rip rap. Downtown Colfax flooded.  

WSDOT paid the city to remove sediment from the flooding from 

the south fork of the Palouse River. WSDOT broke up the 

culvert. The storm water conveyance channel is still in bad 

condition and the roadway is severely undercut.   

 The Port of Whitman Business Air Center lies just southwest of 

the city limits. The City of Colfax in partnership with the Port of 

Whitman County wants to establish an industrial park around 

the facility. It is our hope that the industrial park could become 

the employment center of the central Palouse. The road out to 

the facility was just rebuilt. In order for the industrial park 

concept to come to fruition water infrastructure needs to be built 

out to the facility. The city and the port are looking for funding 

partners to help make this happen. 

mailto:colfaxwa@gmail.com
mailto:mrizzitiello@ci.colfax.wa.us


Operation: Strong Cities
P O C K E T  G U I D E

First Edition





Serving our members through
advocacy, education and services

Operation: Strong Cities is 
a multi-faceted effort to mobilize city 
officials. We must engage and hold our 
state legislators accountable in order 
to prevent the erosion of the historic 
partnership between the state and its 

cities and towns.



City officials know that the relationship with 
the state is fraying. We know that strong cities 
are necessary for a strong state. However, our 
partners in the State Legislature are in need of 
a refresher course on the value cities provide, 
and the impact of state actions on your ability 
to serve the community. This Operation: 
Strong Cities pocket guide is intended to help 
you play your part to provide this important 
information to state legislators. 

Earn Certificate of Municipal Leadership 
Credits for Your Participation in Operation: 
Strong Cities! 

Find out how to earn your Certificate of 
Municipal Leadership (CML) credits today at 
www.awcnet.org/OperationStrongCities.aspx.

awcnet.org

http://www.awcnet.org/OperationStrongCities.aspx


Do Things Differently 
If we want to see a different result from the 
Legislature, cities need to forcefully, but politely, 
insist that legislators respond to our needs. Here 
are some specific things you can do to make a 
difference: 

• Ask for specific and direct commitments from your 
legislators on issues you need assistance with that 
are important to your city or town.

• Inform your residents about what your legislators 
are doing. Your state legislator’s constituents are 
your city’s residents, and it is your responsibility 
to let your community know how their legislators 
are supporting their city.

• Take stock of your political assets, look for 
opportunities to create consequences for your 
legislators – good and bad. For example, find an 
opportunity to discuss the positive or negative 
performance of your state legislators on city issues 
at local business and community meetings.

• Identify opportunities to hold your legislators 
accountable for their decisions, and celebrate 
their actions that positively impact your 
community.



Accept No More Excuses 
Tired of hearing the same old excuses as to why 
your legislator did not follow through on a vote or 
commitment they made to your city or town? Here 
are a few things to think about the next time you 
hear an excuse about why something did not get 
done, or why your legislator could not help. 

“I’m not on the committee.”
Your legislator’s job is to fight for your district. 
They need to advocate for your interests with their 
colleagues.

“I had to follow my caucus.”
The only way for your community to get what you 
need is for your legislators to advocate within their 
caucus to support you. No one else can fight for your 
city or town.

“City funding is not our problem.”
Cities provide critical services from police and 
fire, to drinking water and sewer service. Cities 
and towns are the ones who are implementing the 
services mandated by the state. In many ways, 
these services are the backbone of society. Providing 
adequate funding to do this work is NOT optional.



Develop a  
Legislative Agenda
Your legislators will not know what you want unless you 
tell them. Developing a legislative agenda can be very 
simple, or as involved as you want. Consider these key 
recommendations to create one for your city or town today. 

• Keep it short and simple. Limit your agenda to one page. 
• If you need ideas, check out the AWC legislative 

agenda as well as other examples on www.awcnet.org/
OperationStrongCities.aspx.

• Add credibility to your legislative agenda by having it 
adopted by your city council, prior to the legislative 
session beginning. 

• If your city or town needs a capital project, include 
it on the legislative agenda along with your policy 
priorities.

• Make it available for everyone to see. For example, 
post it on your city’s website, publicize it in your 
newsletters, and insert it into utility bills.

• Distribute electronic copies, make hard copies, and use 
it when meeting with your legislators.

• Work with your local media for coverage of your 
agenda. This is a good opportunity to build on 
partnerships with your local residents and businesses, 
show broad support, and create expectations that your 
state legislators will be supportive.

http://www.awcnet.org/OperationStrongCities.aspx
http://www.awcnet.org/OperationStrongCities.aspx


Communicate with 
Your Constituents
Your constituents are your state legislator’s 
constituents. Communicating with them about the 
impact of your legislator’s action or inaction is 
critical to creating accountability. Here are some 
suggestions to help you start the conversation: 

• Share how your legislators voted on city issues, 
and how that affects your community.

• Keep them informed on the progress of your 
agenda items in the Legislature.

• Follow through by communicating the final results 
of votes and outcomes of issues. 

• Provide information on how your constituents can 
contact state legislators. 

• Use various tools you have to share information, 
such as city council meetings, public access TV, 
social media, and newsletters just to name a few.  



A Note About Constituent 
Communication 

There are important legal restrictions on how cities 
and towns communicate with their constituents 
about legislative issues.  

Cities cannot indirectly lobby. This means that 
you cannot encourage your constituents to call 
legislators or the legislative hotline to comment on 
legislation. However, you can provide information 
to your constituents about the impact of legislation, 
and the actions taken by your legislators on 
legislation.

Please do not let these parameters deter you from 
being an active participant in legislative matters. 
Know the guidelines and let your voice be heard.  
Remember that cities can, and frequently do, 
directly lobby their legislative representatives, 
and doing so may require reporting to the Public 
Disclosure Commission. Visit pdc.wa.gov for more 
information.



Give Your 
Legislators a Tour 
A visit to an actual project or area of need is a critical 
way for legislators to understand the connections 
between their decisions and the communities they 
represent. Call today, schedule a tour, and consider 
these points when working out the details: 

• Identify a project or area of need that you want to 
show to them.

• Decide who to invite on the tour – such as 
legislators, residents, business representatives, 
and other community leaders.

• Talk to your staff and AWC about how to make a 
strong connection between the specific project and 
the state (such as retaining funds for infrastructure 
accounts or a transportation package).

• Thank those who joined you, and let the AWC 
Government Relations team know how the 
conversations went. Contact information for AWC 
is available on the last page of this pocket guide.

• Remind project stakeholders of how important 
state support is to the success of a project.



Meet in Person and 
Discuss City Needs
Meetings with state legislators in the interim 
when session is out and during campaign season 
tend to be more relaxed and seem to last longer. 
Take advantage of this time to share your city’s 
legislative agenda and the AWC legislative priorities, 
and ask for support on specific items. Planning for 
your meeting is easy!

• Invite one or more of your legislators to coffee, 
lunch, or to city hall.

• Decide on a focused agenda of 3-5 things such as 
which key city issues and AWC priorities you will 
discuss. 

• Frame your issues as stories, use specific real-life 
examples, and avoid focusing on numbers.

• Ask for a specific commitment!
• Schedule regular meetings, send follow-up 

e-mails, and make phone calls. 
• Ask for your legislator’s cell phone number to 

contact them on urgent matters.
• Thank your legislators for their time and interest 

in their community. 
• Share your conversations, discussions, commitments, 

and outcomes with AWC’s Government Relations 
team. Contact information for AWC is available on 
the last page of this pocket guide.



Talk About Your 
Budget Challenges
Impacts of state budget decisions on your city or 
town’s day-to-day operations are not always clear 
to your legislators. Invite them to be a part of your 
budget updates or briefings. 

• Brief your legislators on your city’s budget as it is 
being developed.

• Share your challenges and opportunities related 
to such things as growth, fiscal shortfalls, public 
safety, infrastructure, and economic development.

• Give specific examples of how actions by the state 
influence your budget - positively or negatively.

• Let them know, specifically, what you need to 
meet a local budget challenge (such as continued 
shared revenues, state rules or regulations that 
are more sensitive to your costs).

• Always thank them, and ask about the state’s 
fiscal challenges. Remind them of the importance 
of addressing both state and local needs.



Call the Local Media 
Having the local media highlight the impact of state 
decisions on your city is a great way to hold the 
Legislature accountable for the consequences of 
their actions.

• Choose an issue or an impact where the 
connection to state decisions is very clear.

• Work with your staff and AWC to connect your city 
or town’s challenges with specific state actions.

• Frame your issues as stories, use specific real-life 
examples, and avoid focusing on numbers.

• Explain the role of your local legislators - if they 
were helpful, if they voted against your issues, or 
if they were unresponsive. 

• Draft an opinion/editorial regarding a specific 
need, and submit it to your local paper. Follow up 
with a call to the editor. Check out www.awcnet.
org/OperationStrongCities.aspx for an example of 
an AWC editorial published by the Seattle Times on 
July 23, 2014.

http://www.awcnet.org/OperationStrongCities.aspx
http://www.awcnet.org/OperationStrongCities.aspx


Ask About the 
Candidate Questionnaire
For the first time in AWC history, we distributed a 
questionnaire to all legislative candidates about 
their positions on issues specific to cities and towns. 
Ask for a meeting to discuss their answers, or ask 
why they did not respond.

• Review the questionnaire and responses at  
www.awcnet.org/OperationStrongCities.aspx.

• Discuss specific areas where you agree/disagree 
with their responses, and explain the potential 
impacts to your city.

• For the areas where you agree, discuss how they 
will advocate for your position, and ask for their 
commitment to do so. Will they advocate for it 
with their caucus and leadership?  What hurdles do 
they see, and how can your city help?

• When you disagree with them on an issue, ensure 
that they understand the potential impacts of 
their position on your city and their constituents.

http://www.awcnet.org/OperationStrongCities.aspx


The List Goes On
Listed below are some additional ways to engage 
your legislators, and create accountability to ensure 
the presence of stronger cities throughout the state.

Build Relationships
• Invite your legislators to a council meeting.

• Schedule a meeting between your legislators and 
the editor of your local paper to assist in making a 
connection between them.

• Arrange a tour of a businesses in your city that has 
benefited from the state/city partnership.

• Invite your legislator to attend any event where 
you give out awards to community members.

• Meet with your legislator’s individual staff 
members and their political caucus staff.



Become an
Informational Resource
• Personally give a copy of your adopted budget and 

an overview to your legislator.

• Offer to be a resource on issues that impact your 
city or town.

• Provide a copy of your city’s legislative agenda and 
the AWC legislative priorities.

• Be sure to inform them of key happenings in the 
community.

• Prepare data to provide your legislator with 
information on how and why your city is unique.

On the Campaign Trail
As a private constituent, you can get involved 
in political races. Perhaps you might consider 
giving financially, hosting a fundraiser, offering an 
endorsement, or walking a precinct. You can even 
schedule a day of meetings with community leaders.



Encourage 
Communication
• After session, send your legislators a hand written 

note thanking them for their service.

• Call to check in and say hello, especially when you 
don’t need anything!

• Offer to write an article, opinion/editorial or blog-
post on something positive that your legislator has 
done.

• Pass a resolution thanking them for a bill they 
sponsored and passed.

• Contact your legislators when you receive AWC 
action alerts.

• Offer to speak at business or civic organization 
meetings and give a legislative update. AWC can 
help!

• Always ask how you can help them.



Contact Us
Mike McCarty • mikem@awcnet.org
AWC CEO

Dave Williams • davew@awcnet.org
Director of Government Relations

Candice Bock • candiceb@awcnet.org
Law & justice, personnel, pensions, public records, 
social services

Alison Hellberg • alisonh@awcnet.org
Economic development, infrastructure, transportation

Victoria Lincoln • victorial@awcnet.org 
Energy, general government operations, municipal finance, 
state budget, telecommunications

Carl Schroeder • carls@awcnet.org
Environment, housing, land use, social services

360.753.4137
awcnet.org
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