
 
 

 
This is the un-edited language in the actual  
USDA Certified Organic Protocol: 
 
(Compare the complexity and un-natural contrivances of what 
happens to commercially grown “USDA Certified Organic” Beef 
….with the way we raise our Free Ranging Beef feeding only on 
100% Living Grass on Local Florida Grassland….You may be in 
for a shock). 
 
§ 205.239   Livestock living conditions 
 

(1) (d) Ruminant slaughter stock, typically grain finished, shall be maintained 
on pasture for each day that the finishing period corresponds with the 
grazing season for the geographical location: Except, that, yards, feeding 
pads, or feedlots may be used to provide finish feeding rations. During 
the finishing period, ruminant slaughter stock shall be exempt from the 
minimum 30 percent DMI requirement from grazing. Yards, feeding pads, 
or feedlots used to provide finish feeding rations shall be large enough to 
allow all ruminant slaughter stock occupying the yard, feeding pad, or 
feed lot to feed simultaneously without crowding and without 
competition for food. The finishing period shall not exceed one-fifth ( 1⁄5 
) of the animal's total life or 120 days, whichever is shorter. 

 
§ 205.237   Livestock feed. 

(a) The producer of an organic livestock operation must provide livestock 
with a total feed ration composed of agricultural products, including 
pasture and forage, that are organically produced and handled by 
operations certified to the NOP, except as provided in § 205.236(a)(2)(i), 
except, that, synthetic substances allowed under § 205.603 and non-
synthetic substances not prohibited under § 205.604 may be used as feed 
additives and feed supplements, Provided, That, all agricultural 
ingredients included in the ingredients list, for such additives and 
supplements, shall have been produced and handled organically. 
 

(c) During the grazing season, producers shall: 
 

(1) Provide not more than an average of 70 percent of a ruminant's dry 
matter demand from dry matter fed (dry matter fed does not include dry 
matter grazed from residual forage or vegetation rooted in pasture). This 
shall be calculated as an average over the entire grazing season for each 
type and class of animal. Ruminant animals must be grazed throughout 
the entire grazing season for the geographical region, which shall be not 
less than 120 days per calendar year. Due to weather, season, and/or 
climate, the grazing season may or may not be continuous. 



 
§ 205.238   Livestock health care practice standard. 
 

(1) Provision of a feed ration sufficient to meet nutritional requirements, 
including vitamins, minerals, protein and/or amino acids, fatty acids, 
energy sources, and fiber (ruminants) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
§ 205.240   Pasture practice standard. 
 
The producer of an organic livestock operation must, for all ruminant 
livestock on the operation, demonstrate through auditable records in the 
organic system plan, a functioning management plan for pasture. 

 
(a) Pasture must be managed as a crop in full compliance with §§ 

205.202, 205.203(d) and (e), 205.204, and 205.206(b) through (f). 
Land used for the production of annual crops for ruminant 
grazing must be managed in full compliance with §§ 205.202 
through 205.206. Irrigation shall be used, as needed, to promote 
pasture growth when the operation has irrigation available for 
use on pasture. 

 
(b) Producers must provide pasture in compliance with § 

205.239(a)(2) and manage pasture to comply with the 
requirements of: § 205.237(c)(2), to annually provide a minimum 
of 30 percent of a ruminant's dry matter intake (DMI), on 
average, over the course of the grazing season(s); § 205.238(a)(3), 
to minimize the occurrence and spread of diseases and parasites; 
and § 205.239(e) to refrain from putting soil or water quality at 
risk. 

 
Feed. Edible materials which are consumed by livestock for their nutritional value. 
Feed may be concentrates (grains) or roughages (hay, silage, fodder). The term, 
“feed,” encompasses all agricultural commodities, including pasture ingested by 
livestock for nutritional purposes 
 
Feed additive. A substance added to feed in micro quantities to fulfill a specific 
nutritional need; i.e., essential nutrients in the form of amino acids, vitamins, and 
minerals. 


