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This brand new addition to DC’s 
pride and racing calendar — 
taking place on Friday June 7, 

2013 at 7:00 pm, at Congressional 
Cemetery in Washington, DC – stems 
from a unique partnership forged 
between organizations who have each 
in their own way been trailblazers for 
the gay community.

DC Front Runners has been a stalwart 
on the Washington sporting scene 
since being founded thirty-two years 
ago. Fittingly, its genesis was a Pride 
Race, held at Haines Point in the 
summer of 1981, after which several 
participants got together and decided 
to form the club. In the early years 
the club held regular races, but alas 
this tradition died out as members 
immersed themselves in the many 
other races in the area. 

In late summer 2012, we decided 
to revive this tradition and began 
exploring how to make it happen. We 
wanted to integrate the race into the 
Capital Pride weekend festivities from 
June 7-9, but what was less clear was 
where to hold it. At a brainstorming 
session with Kathy Dalby from Pacers 
Events, our race management partner 
– and the sister company of Pacers 
Running Stores – floated the idea of 
Congressional Cemetery  as a potential 

venue. A 35-acre historic burial ground 
located east of Capitol Hill overlooking 
a trail that hugs the Anacostia River, 
and just a few blocks from the Stadium-
Armory Metro station, our interest 
was immediately piqued. But what 
clinched it for us was meeting with the 
cemetery’s President, Paul Williams, 
and discovering how firmly rooted in 
gay history the cemetery already was. 

During our tour of the grounds, 
Williams explained how back in the 
1980s, when gay people were being 
decimated by AIDS, many cemeteries 
refused to bury people who had 
succumbed to the disease. In this 
climate of fear and discrimination, 
Congressional Cemetery took the bold 
step of offering a permanent resting 
place for one of the leading lights of 
the gay rights movement who had died 
of AIDS. Leonard Matlovich (1943-88), 
a US Air Force officer and Vietnam War 
veteran, made history by appearing 
on the cover of Time magazine in 
1975 alongside the headline “I Am A 
Homosexual.” 

Because of the ban on gays serving 
in the military, Matlovich’s coming 
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out led to his dismissal. But it also 
launched him into lifelong fight for 
equal rights and acceptance for 
gays. Williams notes how Matlovich 
requested that his headstone be 
laid out horizontally “so that his 
friends could come and dance on 
his grave.” The poignant epitaph 
on his headstone reads: “When I 
was in the military they gave me 
a medal for killing two men and a 
discharge for loving one.” 

Matlovich’s arrival in the cemetery 
gave rise to a ‘gay’ corner as 
LGBTs — including many veterans 
— purchased plots next to his, 
wanting to remain embedded in 
their community in death as in 

life. Thus, the cemetery houses 
the tombstone of William Boyce 
Mueller (1942-93), founder of the 
Forgotten Boyscouts, a gay-friendly 
alternative to the regular boy-
scouts set up in response to the 
ban on gays being members of the 
original boy-scouts.

So popular has this gay corner 
become that still-living people 
are buying plots and erecting 
tombstones, such as Rehoboth-
based Kay Tobin Lahusen (1930-
), who will be buried next to her 
lover Barbara Gittings (1932-2007). 
The cemetery’s latest arrival is 
Frank Kameny (1925-2011), the 
gay rights pioneer who coined the 
slogan ‘Gay Is Good,’ whose ashes 
are due to be interred a few feet 
from Matlovich’s in the coming 
weeks. Meanwhile, the cemetery is 
also in discussions with an Arizona 
woman, nancy Russell, who is 
spearheading a project to erect a 
memorial for LGBT veterans.

one amusing irony about the gay 
corner is its location: just a stone’s 
throw from the family plot of J. 
Edgar Hoover (1895-1972), director 
of the FBI for nearly half a century 
and a huge figure in American 
history. Amusing both because J. 
Edgar was not exactly a friend of 
the gays — he blackmailed many 
people over their sexual orientation 
— and because there have long 
been rumours that Hoover was 
himself gay.  He is buried a few 
yards from Clyde Tolson (1900-
1975), his Associate Director at the 
FBI. Apart from working together, 
these two lifelong bachelors 
breakfasted, dined and holidayed 
together and Tolson was the sole 
inheritor of Hoover’s estate. one 
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Headstone of Leonard Matlovich, veteran, gay activist, recipient of the Purple 
Heart and the Bronze Star, and the first openly gay service member to appear 
on the cover of a major newsmagazine.
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A growing number of self-identified lesbian and gay community members have elected to be buried in historic 
Congressional Cemetery and assert their pride on their gravestones.

 

Congressional Cemetery 
took the bold step of offering 
a permanent resting place 
for one of the leading lights 
of the gay rights movement 
who had died of AIDS.

 



wonders what their ghosts would 
make of the steady stream of 
gays flocking to the LGBT corner. 
If they are turning in their graves, 
Matlovich is probably giggling in 
his as he insisted on being buried 
as close as possible to Hoover.

G
Many other distinguished and 
colourful characters feature among 
the ranks of the cemetery’s 55,000 
spectral residents. They include 
Elbridge Gerry (1744-1814), Vice-
President to James Madison from 
whom the phrase ‘gerrymandering’ 
was coined. Former First Lady Dolly 
Madison (1768-1849), who famously 
saved George Washington’s portrait 
from the White House before the 
British burned the house down in 
1812, spent years in the cemetery’s 
public vault. Her profligate son had 
frittered away the family fortune 
and it took years to raise the money 
needed to bring her remains back 
to the family estate in Montpelier, 
Virginia to be buried with her 
husband. 

John Philip Sousa (1854-1932), 
the composer of many well-
known military and patriotic 
marches, reposes at the cemetery. 
A legendary DC Madam, Mary 
Ann Hall (died 1886), who ran an 
upscale, downtown Washington 
brothel frequented by Capitol Hill’s 
finest and not-so-finest, is there, her 
large tombstone emblazoned with 
the greeting ‘Welcome.’ About 75 
Congressmen (no Congresswomen 

yet) and 35 American Indian 
chiefs are buried there. However, 
from the 1870s the cemetery was 
supplanted as the nation’s premier 
burial site for political leaders by 
the newly-constructed Arlington 
Cemetery across the Potomac 
River in Virginia. 

G
The hosting of a pride race will be a 
first for the cemetery. Williams says 
that the upcoming sprinkling of 
gaiety is something that he and his 
colleagues are extremely excited 
about. They are keen to replace the 
‘creepy’ image so many of us have 
of cemeteries from watching too 
many Hollywood horror movies. 
He recounts how back in the 1800s, 
families would come with picnic 
baskets and spend the day at the 
cemetery as it offered a welcome 
respite from the noise and pollution 
elsewhere in the city. In that sense 
our pride race and party, replete 
with beer, snacks, and music, is a 
return to that bygone age when 
cemeteries were viewed as parks 
for public recreation. 
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The grave marker for the family plot of J. Edgar Hoover, first Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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The Public Vault was built to store the bodies of government officials before burial.  
Temporary residents of this vault have included a least one U.S. President. Cont’d —>



An Official Event of Capital Pride 
2013, this will be a unique and 
memorable soiree. The chip-
timed 5K race begins at 7:00 pm 
and will be followed by a party 
that will run until 9:00 pm, where 
complimentary beers will be 
served by JR’s Bar and Grill to 
race participants and volunteers 

and snacks will also be provided. 
We are also planning a special 
commemorative ceremony at the 
gay corner, details of which are 
being finalized — so stay tuned. 

The beneficiary charity we have 
selected is the gay scholarship 
program of Team DC, the umbrella 

organization for dozens of gay 
sports groups in the DC area. Each 
year Team DC‘s volunteers visit 
local high schools to tell students 
about their scholarship program, 
which awards financial support 
to selected openly gay athletes 
entering college. 

H
So whether you are straight or gay, 
a graceful gazelle or a tenacious 
tortoise, we would love you to 
join in our party and support this 
worthy cause by registering online 
today.  Hope to see you there!
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Over 55,000 individuals are buried or memorialized at Congressional Cemetery, the only American “cemetery of 
national memory” founded before the Civil War.

Congressional Cemetery is located at 
1801 E Street, SE, Washington, DC. It is 
open to the public every day from dawn 
to dusk and provides public tours each 
Saturday April through november at 
11:00 am. Learn more about the historic 
Congressional Cemetery, visit  
www.congressionalcemetery.org
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