Report of the Committee on Ministry: Preparation, 
St. Louis Association

September 1, 2013 – August 31, 2014
With the November 2013 adoption of the new St. Louis Association By-Laws, the former Preparation for Ministry Committee was renamed.  We are now the Committee on Ministry: Preparation.  This identity acknowledges that together with the Committee on Ministry: Oversight, we share all the tasks that an ordinary Association Committee on Ministry would do.  But our two committees are far from ordinary, with a higher than average number of persons who are discerning a call to authorized ministry.  
When an individual feels called to ministry, she/he meets with the Committee on Ministry: Preparation.  Following the initial interview and completion/payment of a psychological evaluation, a committee member is assigned as an Advisor to the Member in Discernment (MID).  The Advisor monitors the MID’s progess, offers encouragement and guidance, and receives regular reports from the MID.  The full committee meets annually with each MID, receives monthly update reports, and conducts an Ordination Interview with the MID following the completion of a set of requirements as outlined by the UCC Manual on Ministry.

The members of the Committee on Ministry: Preparation work diligently, recognizing that this is important work done on behalf of the entire United Church of Christ.  This past year, the committee has met each 2nd Thursday afternoon at First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, United Church of Christ.  Committee members give much additional time with and on behalf of the MIDs outside of the formal meetings.  This past year we received staff support from the Rev. Dr. Allen Fluent, our Acting Conference Minister.  
The following list represents official actions taken by our committee during the past twelve months:

Conducted Initial Interviews with:


Sonya Vann of Christ the King UCC, Florissant


Chance Beeler of Epiphany UCC, St. Louis

Conducted Initial Interviews with and Accepted into Member in Discernment Status following Completion and Payment of Psychological Evaluation:


Kara Reece of St. John’s UCC, St. Louis (North Grand)


Julie Hawker of Mt. Tabor UCC, St. Louis

Accepted into Member in Discernment Status following Completion and Payment of Psychological Evaluation:


Tom Seat of Samuel UCC, Clayton

Voted Not to Proceed with MID Relationship, without Prejudice:


Austin McCandless of Eden UCC, Affton

Held Annual Update Interviews with:

Jan Barnes of First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, UCC

Catherine Dixon of First Congregational UCC, Memphis

Vicki Hampton of Kirkwood UCC, Kirkwood

Larissa Forsythe of St. John UCC, Manchester

Chuck Lindsay of First Congregational UCC, Memphis

Holly Pederson of Holy Trinity Community Church UCC, Memphis

Paul Porter of First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, UCC

Dana Schindler of Eden UCC, Affton
Cherie Stolze of Parkway UCC, St. Louis
Examined and Approved for Ordination Pending a Call:


Larissa Forsythe of St. John UCC, Manchester


Debra Harness of St. Johns Evangelical UCC, Mehlville

Amy Seat of Samuel UCC, Clayton

Celebrated the Ordinations of:


Debra Harness at St. Johns Evangelical UCC, Mehlville, on March 9, 2014


Dana Schindler at Eden UCC, Affton, on June 22, 2014


Larissa Forsythe at St. John UCC, Manchester, on August 3, 2014


(Rayla Hogue at St. John’s UCC, Chamois, on September 7, 2014 – pending)
Approved Licensure Requests from:

Trinity UCC, Affton, for Jan Barnes, 1 year, from November 2013 to November 2014 (Licensure ended 



when Jan resigned as Trinity’s pastor in July 2014)

St. Philips UCC, St. Louis, for Larissa Forsythe, from June 2014 until Ordination in August 2014

As of August 31, 2014, we have 17 Active Members in Discernment:

Jan Barnes, First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, UCC
Catherine Dixon, First Congregational UCC, Memphis
Doni Driemeier-Showers, Samuel UCC, Clayton
Matt Frierdich, St. Lucas UCC, St. Louis
Vicki Hampton, Kirkwood UCC, Kirkwood
Julie Hawker, Mt. Tabor UCC, St. Louis
Rayla Hogue, First Congregational UCC, Memphis
Chuck Lindsay, First Congregational UCC, Memphis
Dawn Martin, Epiphany UCC, St. Louis
Holly Pederson, Holy Trinity Community Church UCC, Memphis
Paul Porter, First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, UCC
Kara Reece, St. John’s UCC, St. Louis (North Grand)

Felicia Scott, Pilgrim Congregational UCC, St. Louis

Amy Seat, Samuel UCC, Clayton

Tom Seat, Samuel UCC, Clayton

Cherie Stolze, Parkway UCC, St. Louis

Jacquelyne Tyler, Glory to Glory Christian Church UCC, St. Louis

In addition, the Committee on Ministry: Preparation hosted a Christmas luncheon for the Members in Discernment in December, approved the disbursement of grant funds from the St. Louis Association to MIDs who are currently working on their M.Div. degrees, and participated in the ordination services of those MIDs with whom we’ve worked.  Committee members attended the annual Missouri Mid-South Conference Committees on Ministry Retreat at the Camp Mo-Val.  Karen Safe served as the first COM: Preparation representative on the St. Louis Association Council.  A sub-committee evaluated the psychological tests and testing service we have been using with potential MIDs.  Another sub-committee is exploring how to work with MIDs who are serving in “Teaching Church” settings for Contextual Education.  In August we held a joint meeting with the COM: Oversight, as the full Committee on Ministry came together to discuss psychological evaluations, designated ministers, and ordination to interim ministry.  It has been a busy and fruitful year.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Ressler and Jackie Wheelehan, Co-Chairs
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